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BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Michael
Jordan needs Doug Collins as
much now as he did seven
months ago.

Despite Washington’s 94-87 vic-
tory over the Philadelphia 76ers
on Wednesday night, Jordan’s re-
turn to the NBA after a three-
year absence has been filled with
frustration and disappointment
that caused him to lash out at his
teammates earlier in the week.

Collins sensed Jordan’s an-
guish, sat with him on the plane
ride to Philadelphia and offered
some encouragement.

“It was the first time I really
felt his pain,” Collins said. “I said,
‘You’ve asked me to come here
and be with you. Let me worry,
let me do all those things. You
just play. You promised me when
you came back to play that you
came back because you love to
play and you want to have fun.
Just do that and let me do the
other things and trust that I’ll do
that for you. I’m here with you
through thick and thin and, as
long as you want me here, I’ll
fight with you to the end.’

“I just wanted him to know
somebody is with him. Some-
times people forget that great-
ness needs companionship also.”

Jordan and Collins sometimes
clashed when they were with the
Chicago Bulls in the late 1980s.
But they haven’t had any con-
flicts this time.

When Jordan, then the Wiz-
ards’ part-owner and president of
basketball operations, called look-
ing for a coach in April, Collins —
then an NBA analyst for NBC —
couldn’t resist.

“ ‘Why do you want to do
this?’ ” Collins said, anticipating
the reaction. “It’s easy — because
Michael Jordan called me on the
phone and said, ‘I need you. Can
you come help me?’ It was easy
once he said that.”

Accepting the offer might have
been easy. Turning the Wizards

into a winning team is somthing
else.

The frustration spilled over dur-
ing a seven-game losing streak,
the longest of Jordan’s career.
After a 94-75 loss at Cleveland, he
said the team “stinks.”

Jordan criticized his team-
mates for their lack of urgency
and lackluster play on defense,
and said he wouldn’t accept it
much longer.

“I don’t see anyone covering
my back as everyone probably ex-
pected me to cover theirs,” Jor-
dan said.

Friday’s game at Miami will be
a test for Washington, which has
won two of three after losing
seven straight. After an overtime
victory over Boston last Saturday,
the Wizards looked horrible
against the Cavaliers three nights
later, causing Jordan’s outburst.

Jordan wants his team to re-
spond better after beating the de-
fending Eastern Conference-
champion Sixers for the second
time this season.

“The way we’ll be able to turn
this around is to go out every
night and have the effort,” Jordan
said. “Sometimes, things may not
go your way, but the effort should
be there every single night.

“We felt like we accomplished
something winning an overtime
game against Boston and forgot
we had a game in Cleveland.
Then we come right back in
Philly and the effort is probably
one of the best we’ve had all sea-
son. We go right back to Miami
and hopefully the effort will be
the same.”

Collins hopes the team under-
stands Jordan’s point.

“I would like to think that when
Michael Jordan speaks that these
players are willing to listen. I
know I do,” Collins said. “There’s
a man who has been through ev-
erything, who has won, who has
risked it all to come back and
play.”
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Philadelphia 76ers’ Dikembe Mutombo (55) and Matt Harpring guard Washington Wizards’ Michael Jordan in
the second half Wednesday in Philadelphia. Jordan scored 30 points in the Wizards’ 94-87 victory.
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BY JIM LEA
Osan bureau chief

Tuesday’s shooting incident in
the Demilitarized Zone “could re-
sult in escalation of tension and a
military collision between” South
Korea and North Korea, the
South warned Thursday.

In a statement issued by spokes-

man Hwang Eue-don, the De-
fense Ministry in Seoul called on
the North to immediately respond
to a proposal by the U.N. Com-
mand’s Military Armistice Com-
mission for a meeting to discuss
the incident. The “truth” should
be revealed as soon as possible,
Hwang said.

In Tuesday’s incident, North Ko-

rean troops at a guard post about
10 miles northeast of Panmunjom
fired two or three shots at a South
Korean guard post about a half-
mile south. South Korean troops
returned fire and broadcast a
warning by loudspeaker. One of
the North Korean rounds broke a
window in the South Korean
guard post, but no South Korean

soldiers were injured.
Hwang said the shooting was

“a clear violation of the [Korean
War] Armistice.” He urged the
North to “completely stop such vi-
olations,” and said Pyongyang
would be held “responsible for
any results caused by such inci-
dents.”

Steve Oertwig, a U.N. Com-

mand spokesman, said Military
Armistice Commission officials
launched an investigation and
sent a message Tuesday evening
to North Korean army officials at
Panmunjom, proposing a colonel-
level meeting for 10 a.m. Thurs-
day to discuss the incident.
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BY ANDY DUNAWAY/Stars and Stripes

Army Spc. Dustin Lee, an ordnance specialist, wires a practice target missile at Chulmae Range, South Korea, during a training exer-
cise. Soldiers practice firing Stingers, transportable anti-aircraft missiles. See story on Page 6.
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