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BY JEREMY KIRK
Seoul bureau chief

CHULMAE RANGE, South
Korea — When Afghan fighters
resisted the Soviet Union’s inva-
sion, one of the well-sung heroes
was the 35-pound Stinger, an easi-
ly transportable anti-aircraft mis-
sile.

The slender heat-seeking mis-
sile is credited with downing 270
Soviet aircraft, hampering air as-
saults and hastening the Soviets’
withdrawal. The Stinger, which
debuted in 1982, remains a core
of the Army’s low-altitude air de-
fense.

Soldiers from 5th Battalion, 5th
Air Defense Artillery, fired Sting-
ers on Tuesday at beachside train-
ing range on the West Sea, about
30 miles north of Kunsan Air
Base. Most were from Delta Bat-
tery, the largest Stinger Avenger
unit in the Army.

“The main thing we want to do
is to give them confidence to fire
the missile,” said 2nd Lt. Shelton
Matsey.

The unit uses a
modified Humvee
called an Avenger
that has a swivel-
ing unit with eight
Stinger pods. It
also has a .50-cali-
ber machine gun,
an anti-aircraft
weapon with a
throaty, deadly
growl.The goal
was to knock
down remote-con-
trol airplanes and orange mis-
siles.

The live fire is the culmination
of a series of training tests, said
1st Sgt. Rod Beach.

Two-person Avenger crews
complete eight crew tests demon-
strating their ability with the
Avenger and Stinger systems,
Beach said. The crews are
scored, and the top soldiers partic-
ipate in a live practice.

There are a limited number of
Stingers for live-fire, Beach said.
The unit gets to fire Stingers rotat-
ed out of the war stock.

The booming staccato of the

Avenger’s .50-caliber gun ripped
across the beach, aiming at a
small, whining remote-controlled
airplane.

The Avenger gunner aims to hit
the airplane three times during
five passes, in 25-round bursts.

A camera is hooked to the
Avenger’s rotating turret. The
training is monitored and tape re-
corded. The gunner’s sights are il-
luminated on the screen.

Sometimes gunners down the
plane, but since it’s only a frac-
tion of the size of a real plane, the
tape is analyzed later, and a hit is
counted when gunfire is heard
and the sights are on the model
plane.

The Avenger also launched
Stingers at a plane, a dramatic fir-
ing that breaks the calm in a
surge of smoke.

Tall, fat orange rockets are also
used for Stinger targets, powered
by three small rockets attached to
their bases.

The window for hitting the or-
ange rockets is about four sec-

onds. The Stinger
gunner must aim,
wait for a tone
that signals a heat-
seeking “lock,”
and let the Sting-
er fly.

When
launched, the
Stinger takes an
erratic, beeline
path to the target.
A warhead —
combined with

the rocket’s speed — heavily dam-
ages the target.

The handheld Stinger, a
35-pound launching mechanism
carried by one soldier, was also
used.

The same units were given to
the mujahideen in Afghanistan in
1986. It’s believed 200 to 300
might still be in the country de-
spite a CIA attempt to buy them
back.

The United States debated sup-
plying the Stinger to the muja-
hideen, the resistance fighters
who later became the Taliban.

The version given to muja-

hideen fighters has a kill rate of
about 30 percent, but that was
still enough for U.S. aircraft to
stay above the weapon’s
10,000-foot altitude ceiling.

The version used by the Army
has been upgraded to improve its
effectiveness.

Questions were raised if the
Stingers sold to the Afghan fight-
ers would still be effective after
so much time.

But Sgt. Jeffrey Wood, 23, said
he fired a Stinger missile in 1999
that was produced in 1978.

Soldiers from the battalion do
live fires about three times a
year.

Pfc. Nathan Soriano, who is a
gunner, and his team chief, Staff
Sgt. Robert Finley, earned the dis-
tinction of being “Top Gun” in the
battery.

Not only did they score the
most points on their tests, but So-
riano, 19, downed a radio-con-
trolled model in his Avenger.

“You know you get a kill when
you see it go down,” Soriano said.
“It was amazing. It was my first
kill at my duty station.”

“This is what we get paid to
do,” said Finley, 26. “It’s a blast.”

E-mail Jeremy Kirk at: kirkj@pstripes.sod.mil

Army Pfc. Joshua
Turknett looks over
his live stinger missile
prior to going to the
Chulmae Range,
South Korea.
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“They accepted the message but did not
respond,” he said. The U.N. Command
made a “second request for a meeting at
4:30 p.m. Thursday, but there has not been
a response,” he added.

Pyongyang withdrew from the commis-
sion in 1994 but maintains a Korean Peo-
ples’ Army mission at the truce village.

Some U.S. news reports on Wednesday
said Seoul’s Defense Ministry considered
the shooting accidental, but a ministry
source said on Thursday that was incor-
rect.

“We believe it was intentional,” said the
source, who asked not to be named.

South Korean news reports said “analy-
sis of radio communication between North
Korean soldiers shows that the shooting
was premeditated, not accidental.”

The ministry source said he could not
confirm those reports.

Other South Korean reports said the
shooting may have been sparked by earlier
North Korean accusations that the South
brought a 105 mm howitzer and two ar-
mored vehicles to the guard post.

Seoul’s Defense Ministry dismissed the
accusations as soon as they were made.

The Korean War Armistice does not per-
mit such equipment to be brought into the
buffer zone.

Troops inside the DMZ can be armed
only with rifles and pistols under the cease-
fire agreement.

In Seoul on Wednesday, both the ruling
Millennium Democratic and opposition
Grand National political parties denounced
the incident and called on the North to halt
its military provocations.

The South has for more than a year at-
tempted to bring defense officials from
both sides together to discuss reducing mili-
tary tensions along the DMZ.

One meeting between South and North
defense ministers was held late in 2000, but
the North refused to discuss anything but
arrangements for restoring rail service be-
tween the two Koreas and building a four-
lane highway across the DMZ.

At that meeting, the North promised to
discuss tension-reduction measures at a
second meeting that was to be held a month
later.

Pyongyang canceled the second meeting.

Bae Gi-chul contributed to this report.
E-mail Jim Lea at: leaj@pstripes.osd.mil

You know you
get a kill when

you see it go
down. It was
amazing.
Pfc. Nathan Soriano

Gunner

Anti-aircraft missile still delivers a sting
GIs train with ’80s-era Stinger
that remains core of defense

PHOTOS BY ANDY DUNAWAY/Stars and Stripes

Army Pfc. Jeremiah Houghton, Delta Battery 5th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery fires a Stinger at a
Ballistic Aerial Target at the Chulmae Range, South Korea, during Operation Sea Strike.
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Koreas: DMZ shooting incident could increase tension
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SALT LAKE CITY — Utah
Jazz owner Larry Miller wants it
made clear: Karl Malone, aka
The Mailman, will continue to
make the majority of his deliver-
ies at the Delta Center.

Miller stood outside the Jazz
dressing room after Utah’s
112-88 victory over Seattle on
Wednesday, emphasizing that
brief trade talks last summer in-
volving superstar forward Karl
Malone are “dead in the water.”

Back in June, Miller said Mal-
one expressed concern the Jazz
might not be competitive enough
to satisfy his will to win. To ap-
pease the perennial All-Star,
team officials briefly considered
trading Malone to the Dallas
Mavericks.

The deal never took flight,
Miller said, because Dallas

would only dis-
cuss trading
one player for
Malone. He
wouldn’t dis-
close names,

but the talks reportedly centered
on Juwan Howard.

“There was only one player
they wanted to give up, and that
player had zero attraction for
us,” Miller said. “Even if it did
work economically, which I’m
not sure it would have, there
needed to be some substance
there. We’re not going to trade a
guy like Karl for nothing.”

Iverson signs lifetime deal
with Reebok

PHILADELPHIA — Allen
Iverson signed a lifetime en-
dorsement and marketing con-
tract with Reebok on Wednes-
day.

The deal is an extension of the
10-year, $50 million deal the Phil-
adelphia star signed after being
selected by the 76ers with the
No. 1 overall pick in the 1996
NBA Draft.

“Allen’s love for the game is
clearly demonstrated each time
he takes the court,” said Paul
Fireman, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Reebok Inter-
national Ltd.

“Anyone who watches Allen
knows he plays for the love of
the game, which provides
today’s youth with an example of
how to live their lives as all of us
want for our children.”

Iverson, the league’s reigning
MVP, has had to overcome a bad
boy image to land one of the larg-
est contracts signed by Reebok.

Terms of the deal weren’t dis-
closed, but Fireman said he’d
never before signed a “lifetime”
deal for Reebok.

Miller says Malone staying in Utah

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — The
Charlotte Hornets didn’t really
care that they played a part in set-
ting an NBA record.

The Hornets beat Detroit
104-96 Wednesday night and held
the Pistons to 18 rebounds, the
lowest total in league history.

“I’m just glad we got the win,”
said Charlotte’s P.J. Brown, who
had 20 rebounds to outrebound
Detroit all by himself. “We’re 7-7,
and that’s more important than
anything else.”

Although Brown wasn’t im-
pressed, he did shake his head in
disbelief when he learned of the
record.

“I’ve been playing basketball
for about 20 years,” Brown said.
“And I’ve never even heard of
something like that in my life.”

Baron Davis’ career-high 38
points were overshadowed some-
what by Detroit’s lackluster re-
bounding effort.

Seattle set the previous NBA
record with 19 rebounds against
Phoenix in 1999.

“We’re not proud of that,” De-
troit coach Rick Carlisle said. “Re-
bounding is an effort statistic.”

Charlotte coach Paul Silas
wasn’t too interesting in reflect-
ing on the record.

“We’ve got to see them Friday,”
Silas said. “I’m not going to say a
word.”

The Hornets appeared to be
cruising with a 23-point third-
quarter lead, but Detroit pulled to
85-82 with six minutes left.

Charlotte made just enough
shots and stops to prevent the Pis-
tons from getting closer.

Detroit’s Ben Wallace, second
in the NBA in rebounding last
year, grabbed nine rebounds —
three times more than any of his
teammates.

Davis made 15 of 20 shots and
didn’t stop after scoring 16 in the
opening quarter.

Davis’ backcourt mate, David
Wesley, scored 20 points.

Detroit’s Jerry Stackhouse,
who missed the previous three
games with a strained groin,
scored 26 points.

Reserve Chucky Atkins scored
a season-high 25 points and
played a big role in the Pistons’
comeback. Cliff Robinson added
18 points, but had just one re-
bound in 43 minutes.

Clippers 94, Timberwolves 75
LOS ANGELES — Los Ange-

les’ Eric Piatkowski scored all 24
of his points in the first three quar-
ters and Elton Brand added 16
points and 13 rebounds.

The Clippers beat the Midwest
Division-leading Timberwolves
for only the fifth time in their past
20 meetings despite committing a
season-worst 25 turnovers. Los
Angeles offset its mistakes by
making a season-high 12 three-
pointers, including five by Piat-
kowski.

Wally Szczerbiak scored 20
points and Kevin Garnett had 14
points and 15 rebounds for the
Timberwolves, who entered the
game with the league’s third-best
record at 10-3.

Knicks 105, Hawks 100
ATLANTA — Latrell Sprewell

scored 25 points and New York
held on to beat Atlanta for the sec-
ond time in three nights.

The Knicks led virtually the en-
tire way, winning their third in a
row to get back to .500 (8-8), and
reached 100 points for the first
time this season.

The Hawks made a late surge,
whittling down a 16-point deficit
with a 10-0 run. Down 102-98,
they got the ball with less than 30
seconds remaining, only to have
Kurt Thomas swat away a driving
shot by Jason Terry.

Allan Houston added 19 points
for the Knicks, who also got an un-
expected boost offensively from
Mark Jackson. The 14-year veter-
an scored a season-high 17 points
— 10 more than his average.

Suns 104, Bucks 84
PHOENIX — Penny Hardaway

had 21 points, 12 rebounds and
seven assists as Phoenix gave
coach Scott Skiles his 100th win.

The Bucks, who started 4-0 on
the road, absorbed their second
straight road loss.

Stephon Marbury had 24
points, 22 in the first half, as the
Suns won for the fourth time in
five games. Rodney Rogers had
18 points, and Shawn Marion
scored 17.

Milwaukee’s Glenn Robinson
scored 16 points and Ray Allen
13.

Spurs 94, Warriors 83
SAN ANTONIO — David Robin-

son had season-highs of 19 points
and 12 rebounds and was one of
three Spurs to finish with a dou-
ble-double.

Tim Duncan scored 16 points
and grabbed 12 boards, while
Malik Rose came off the bench
for 14 points and 11 rebounds.
Three other Spurs also scored in
double figures.

Larry Hughes scored a season-
high 31 points to pace the War-
riors, who lost their fourth consec-
utive road game. Antawn Jami-
son had 16 points and Danny Fort-
son grabbed 17 rebounds to go
along with 11 points.

Jazz 112, SuperSonics 88
SALT LAKE CITY — Donyell

Marshall had 20 points and 10 re-
bounds, Karl Malone scored 19
and John Stockton had 18 as Utah
handed Seattle its most lopsided
defeat this season.

The victory was Utah’s sixth
straight in the series and snapped
Seattle’s three-game winning
streak.

Pacers 99, Nuggets 85
DENVER — Al Harrington

scored 22 points and Reggie Mill-
er had 17 as Indiana handed Den-
ver its fourth straight loss.

Jalen Rose had eight of his 16
points in the fourth quarter, and
Jermaine O’Neal had 14 points
and 13 rebounds.

Pistons set mark
for fewest boards

KEVORK DJANSEZIAN/The Associated Press

Los Angeles Clippers’ Quentin Richardson flashes three fingers after his third consecutive three-pointer in
the fourth quarter against the Minnesota Timberwolves on Wednesday. The Clippers won 94-75.
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