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IN THE MILITARY

Anti-aircraft missile still delivers a sting

GIs train with "80s-era Stinger

that remains core of defense

BY JEREMY KIRK
Seoul bureau chief

CHULMAE RANGE, South
Korea — When Afghan fighters
resisted the Soviet Union’s inva-
sion, one of the well-sung heroes
was the 35-pound Stinger, an easi-
ly transportable anti-aircraft mis-
sile.

The slender heat-seeking mis-
sile is credited with downing 270
Soviet aircraft, hampering air as-
saults and hastening the Soviets’
withdrawal. The Stinger, which
debuted in 1982, remains a core
of the Army’s low-altitude air de-
fense.

Soldiers from Sth Battalion, Sth
Air Defense Artillery, fired Sting-
ers on Tuesday at beachside train-
ing range on the West Sea, about
30 miles north of Kunsan Air
Base. Most were from Delta Bat-
tery, the largest Stinger Avenger
unit in the Army.

“The main thing we want to do
is to give them confidence to fire
the missile,” said 2nd Lt. Shelton
Matsey.

The unit uses a
modified Humvee
called an Avenger
that has a swivel-
ing unit with eight

& You know you
get a kill when  seeking “lock,”

Avenger’s .S0-caliber gun ripped
across the beach, aiming at a
small, whining remote-controlled
airplane.

The Avenger gunner aims to hit
the airplane three times during
five passes, in 25-round bursts.

A camera is hooked to the
Avenger’s rotating turret. The
training is monitored and tape re-
corded. The gunner’s sights are il-
luminated on the screen.

Sometimes gunners down the
plane, but since it’s only a frac-
tion of the size of a real plane, the
tape is analyzed later, and a hit is
counted when gunfire is heard
and the sights are on the model
plane.

The Avenger also launched
Stingers at a plane, a dramatic fir-
ing that breaks the calm in a
surge of smoke.

Tall, fat orange rockets are also
used for Stinger targets, powered
by three small rockets attached to
their bases.

The window for hitting the or-
ange rockets is about four sec-
onds. The Stinger
gunner must aim,
wait for a tone
that signals a heat-

and let the Sting-

Stinger pods. It ou see it go er fly.
also has a .50-cali- Y g W¥1en
ber machine gun, down. It was launched, the

an  anti-aircraft
weapon with a
throaty, deadly
growl.The  goal
was to knock
down remote-con-
trol airplanes and orange mis-
siles.

The live fire is the culmination
of a series of training tests, said
1st Sgt. Rod Beach.

Two-person Avenger crews
complete eight crew tests demon-
strating their ability with the
Avenger and Stinger systems,
Beach said. The crews are
scored, and the top soldiers partic-
ipate in a live practice.

There are a limited number of
Stingers for live-fire, Beach said.
The unit gets to fire Stingers rotat-
ed out of the war stock.

The booming staccato of the

amazing.?

Pfc. Nathan Soriano

Stinger takes an
erratic, beeline
path to the target.
A warhead —
combined  with
the rocket’s speed — heavily dam-
ages the target.

The handheld Stinger, a
35-pound launching mechanism
carried by one soldier, was also
used.

The same units were given to
the mujahideen in Afghanistan in
1986. It’s believed 200 to 300
might still be in the country de-
spite a CIA attempt to buy them
back.

The United States debated sup-
plying the Stinger to the muja-
hideen, the resistance fighters
who later became the Taliban.

The version given to muja-
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Army Pfc. Jeremiah Houghton, Delta Battery 5th Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery fires a Stinger at a
Ballistic Aerial Target at the Chulmae Range, South Korea, during Operation Sea Strike.

hideen fighters has a Kill rate of
about 30 percent, but that was
still enough for U.S. aircraft to
stay above the weapon’s
10,000-foot altitude ceiling.

The version used by the Army
has been upgraded to improve its
effectiveness.

Questions were raised if the
Stingers sold to the Afghan fight-
ers would still be effective after
so much time.

But Sgt. Jeffrey Wood, 23, said
he fired a Stinger missile in 1999
that was produced in 1978.

Soldiers from the battalion do
live fires about three times a
year.

Pfc. Nathan Soriano, who is a
gunner, and his team chief, Staff
Sgt. Robert Finley, earned the dis-
tinction of being “Top Gun” in the
battery.

Not only did they score the
most points on their tests, but So-
riano, 19, downed a radio-con-
trolled model in his Avenger.

“You know you get a kill when
you see it go down,” Soriano said.
“It was amazing. It was my first
kill at my duty station.”

“This is what we get paid to
do,” said Finley, 26. “It’s a blast.”

E-mail Jeremy Kirk at: kirkj@pstripes.sod.mil

Army Pfc. Joshua
Turknett looks over
his live stinger missile
prior to going to the
Chulmae Range,
South Korea.

Koreas: DMZ shooting incident could increase tension
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“They accepted the message but did not
respond,” he said. The U.N. Command
made a “second request for a meeting at
4:30 p.m. Thursday, but there has not been
aresponse,” he added.

Pyongyang withdrew from the commis-
sion in 1994 but maintains a Korean Peo-
ples’ Army mission at the truce village.

Some U.S. news reports on Wednesday
said Seoul’s Defense Ministry considered
the shooting accidental, but a ministry
source said on Thursday that was incor-
rect.

“We believe it was intentional,” said the
source, who asked not to be named.

South Korean news reports said “analy-
sis of radio communication between North
Korean soldiers shows that the shooting
was premeditated, not accidental.”

The ministry source said he could not
confirm those reports.

Other South Korean reports said the
shooting may have been sparked by earlier
North Korean accusations that the South
brought a 105 mm howitzer and two ar-
mored vehicles to the guard post.

Seoul’s Defense Ministry dismissed the
accusations as soon as they were made.

The Korean War Armistice does not per-
mit such equipment to be brought into the
buffer zone.

Troops inside the DMZ can be armed
only with rifles and pistols under the cease-
fire agreement.

In Seoul on Wednesday, both the ruling
Millennium Democratic and opposition
Grand National political parties denounced
the incident and called on the North to halt
its military provocations.

The South has for more than a year at-
tempted to bring defense officials from
both sides together to discuss reducing mili-
tary tensions along the DMZ.

One meeting between South and North
defense ministers was held late in 2000, but
the North refused to discuss anything but
arrangements for restoring rail service be-
tween the two Koreas and building a four-
lane highway across the DMZ.

At that meeting, the North promised to
discuss tension-reduction measures at a
second meeting that was to be held a month
later.

Pyongyang canceled the second meeting.

Bae Gi-chul contributed to this report.
E-mail Jim Lea at: leaj@pstripes.osd.mil



