
 

EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING CONFERENCE AND EXPEDITED BRIEFING SCHEDULE 
Medicine Crow, et al., vs. Beecher, et al., S-______      Page 1 of 5 

C
as

hi
on

 G
ilm

or
e 

&
 L

in
de

m
ut

h 
51

0 
L 

St
re

et
, S

ui
te

 6
01

 
A

nc
ho

ra
ge

, A
la

sk
a 

99
50

1  
(9

07
) 2

22
- 7

93
2 

 fa
x 

(9
07

) 2
22

-7
93

8  

EMERGENCY 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 
 

LA QUEN NÁAY ELIZABETH 
MEDICINE CROW, AMBER LEE, and 
KEVIN MCGEE, 

 

  
    Appellants,  
  
vs.  
  
DIRECTOR CAROL BEECHER, in her 
official capacity, LT. GOVERNOR 
NANCY DAHLSTROM, in her official 
capacity, and the STATE OF ALASKA, 
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS, 

EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR 
SCHEDULING CONFERENCE AND 
EXPEDITED BRIEFING SCHEDULE 

  
    Appellees, 
 
vs. 
 
DR. ARTHUR MATHIAS, PHILLIP 
IZON, and JAMIE R. DONLEY, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Case No.: S-______ 

       Intervenor Appellees.    Trail Court Case No.: 3AN-24-05615CI 
 

Pursuant to Alaska Appellate Rules 503.5(e) and 504, Appellants La Quen Náay 

Elizabeth Medicine Crow, Amber Lee, and Kevin McGee (collectively “Appellants”) 

respectfully request a scheduling conference to set an expedited briefing and decision 

schedule for this appeal.  As explained below, the parties have previously stipulated that 

a decision on the merits of this appeal is required before September 3, 2024,1 because that 

 
1  See Stipulation and Proposed Order for Expedited Deadlines and Resolution at 1-
2, 11 (Apr. 23, 2023) [hereinafter Stipulation] (Attachment 1). 



 

EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING CONFERENCE AND EXPEDITED BRIEFING SCHEDULE 
Medicine Crow, et al., vs. Beecher, et al., S-______      Page 2 of 5 

C
as

hi
on

 G
ilm

or
e 

&
 L

in
de

m
ut

h 
51

0 
L 

St
re

et
, S

ui
te

 6
01

 
A

nc
ho

ra
ge

, A
la

sk
a 

99
50

1  
(9

07
) 2

22
- 7

93
2 

 fa
x 

(9
07

) 2
22

-7
93

8  

is when the State Division of Elections (“the Division”) “plans to finalize the [November 

2024] general election ballot for printing.” 2   A scheduling conference is therefore 

requested as soon as possible. 

This appeal concerns the application of statutory deadlines for the filing of ballot 

initiative petitions.3   The parties previously stipulated that the Sponsors (Intervenor-

Appellees Dr. Arthur Matias, Phillip Izon, and Jamie R. Donley) of 22AKHE — a 

proposed ballot initiative that, if enacted, would impose closed-party primaries and repeal 

ranked-choice voting in Alaska — had not submitted a sufficient number of qualified 

signatures to the Division before two key statutory deadlines.4  The main legal questions 

presented in this appeal concern whether the Division lawfully allowed the Sponsors to 

correct and resubmit over five dozen 22AKHE petition booklets that had been originally 

filed without proper certifications after the applicable statutory deadlines had passed.5  

Final judgment was entered on July 24, 2024,6 and 22AKHE remains qualified for the 

November 2024 general election ballot.7   

 
2  See id. at 11. 
3  See AS 15.45.140; AS 15.45.190. 
4  See Stipulation at 6-10 (Attachment 1); see also AS 15.45.140; AS 15.45.190. 
5  See AS 15.45.130 (“In determining the sufficiency of the petition, the lieutenant 
governor may not count subscriptions on petitions not properly certified at the time of 
filing or corrected before the subscriptions are counted.”); see also AS 15.45.140; 
AS 15.45.190. 
6  See Final Judgment (July 24, 2024) (Attachment 2). 
7  See id. at 2. 
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The parties have previously stipulated that “[t]he Division plans to finalize the 

general election ballot for printing on September 3, 2024.”8  A decision from this Court 

is therefore required before September 3 to give guidance to the Division on whether the 

November 2024 general election ballot should include 22AKHE. 9   Appellants 

respectfully request a scheduling conference without delay so that this Court can set an 

expedited briefing and decision schedule that allows the Division to move forward with 

the timely printing of general election ballots. 

As required by Appellate Rule 504(c) for emergency motions, the telephone 

numbers and office addresses of counsel are as follows: 

Scott M. Kendall 
Samuel G. Gottstein 
Jahna M. Lindemuth 
C. Maeve Kendall 
Cashion Gilmore & Lindemuth 
510 L St., Suite 601 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 222-7932 
scott@cashiongilmore.com 
sam@cashiongilmore.com 
jahna@cashiongilmore.com 
maeve@cashiongilmore.com 
Counsel for Appellants 
 
Thomas Flynn 
Kimber Rodgers 
State of Alaska Department of Law 
Office of the Attorney General 
1031 W 4th Ave., Suite 200 

 
8  See Stipulation at 11 (Attachment 1). 
9  See id. at 1-2. 
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Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 269-5100 
thomas.flynn@alaska.gov 
kimber.rodgers@alaska.gov 
Counsel for State Appellees 
 
Lael Harrison 
State of Alaska Department of Law 
Office of the Attorney General 
123 4th St., Suite 600 
Juneau AK 99801 
(907) 465-3600 
lael.harrison@alaska.gov 
Counsel for State Appellees 
 
Kevin G. Clarkson 
2223 Latona Dr. NE 
Keizer, OR 97303 
(907) 748-4788 
kclarkson@gci.net 
Counsel for Intervenor Appellees 

 
 Counsel for the other parties were notified by email about this upcoming 

emergency request for a scheduling conference and expedited briefing schedule on 

July 25, 2024.  Counsel for the State Appellees does not oppose Appellants’ emergency 

request for a scheduling conference, and agrees that this Court’s decision must be made 

before the Division’s September 3 printing deadline.  Counsel for the Intervenor 

Appellees also does not oppose Appellants’ emergency request, but has indicated that he 

will be traveling out of the country from July 29 until August 13, and that he will need to 

appear telephonically for the scheduling conference. 

Appellants respectfully request that this Court promptly hold a scheduling 

conference. 



DATED this 25™ dayofJuly, 2024.

CASHION GILMORE & LINDEMUTH
Attorneys for Appellants

[i —
Scott M. Kendall
Alaska Bar No. 0405019
Samuel G. Gottstein
Alaska Bar No. 1511099
Jahna M. Lindemuth
Alaska Bar No. 9711068
C. Maeve Kendall
Alaska Bar No. 1711063
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EMERGENCY 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 
 

LA QUEN NÁAY ELIZABETH 
MEDICINE CROW, AMBER LEE, and 
KEVIN MCGEE, 

 

  
    Appellants,  
  
vs.  
  
DIRECTOR CAROL BEECHER, in her 
official capacity, LT. GOVERNOR 
NANCY DAHLSTROM, in her official 
capacity, and the STATE OF ALASKA, 
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS, 

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING 
EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR 

SCHEDULING CONFERENCE AND 
EXPEDITED BRIEFING SCHEDULE 

  
    Appellees, 
 
vs. 
 
DR. ARTHUR MATHIAS, PHILLIP 
IZON, and JAMIE R. DONLEY, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Case No.: S-______ 

       Intervenor Appellees.    Trail Court Case No.: 3AN-24-05615CI 
 

Upon full consideration of Appellants’ Emergency Request for Scheduling 

Conference and Expedited Briefing Schedule, and any opposition thereto, it is hereby 

ORDERED that the Emergency Request is GRANTED. 

A Scheduling Conference for this appeal is set for the _____ day of __________, 

2024, at ________ a.m. / p.m. to set an expedited briefing and decision schedule for this 

appeal. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

DATED: __________  ________________________ 
     CLERK OF COURT 
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