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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PERSONNEL AND

READINESS
‘GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT OFFICER AND DIRECTOR OF
ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT: Review of Medals of Honor Awarded for Actions Related to the Fngagement at
‘Wounded Knee Creek, on December 29, 1890

Idirect the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel andReadiness (USD(P&R)) to
convene a Special Review Panel (SRP) which, at a minimum, will consist of five experts. two of
‘whom will be from the Departmentofthe Interior (DOI), to conduct a review of each Medal of
Honor (MOH) awarded to an Army Soldier for actions related to the engagement at Wounded
Knee Creek (WKC), South Dakota (SD). on December29, 1890. The scopeof the SRP's review
is limited to reviewing each WKC MOH awardee’ individual actions during this specific
engagement on or about December 29. 1890, at WKC, SD. The SRP may consider the context
of the overall engagement as appropriate, includingas necessary to understand cach WKC MOH
recipient's individual actions. The USD(P&R) is hereby delegated authority to facilitate
administration of the review, including tasking other DoD organizations on mybehalf regarding
this matter and acting as DoD’s liaison with the Domestic Policy Council and DOI.

A reviewof the WKC MOH is warranted based on a rangeof factors, including the
findings reflected in the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022, which encouraged a review of the WKC MOHs.

The SRP will report to me, through the USD(P&R). Washington Headquarters Services
will provide administrative suppor.

The Secretary of the Army will provide, not later than July 26, 2024, the Officeof the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness (OUSD(P&R)) with historical records
associated with the engagement of WKC, including, but not limited to:

«For the 20 Soldiers whose MOH citations indicate the medal was awarded for actions
related to the engagement of WKC on December 29, 1890 (list attached), all
documents associated with the award recommendation and final award and each
Soldier's personnel file.

«Copies of any Army reports or investigations into the actions at WKC.

«Any other known historical documents salient to the engagement at WKC.



“The Secretary of the Army will provide support to the SRP in the formofdocument
retrieval, answering requests for information regarding the engagement at WKC, and otherwise:
providing SRP members information necessary for the conduct of the review.

The USD(P&R) will request from the DOI all historical documents and records in ts
possession associated with the engagementof WKC not later than July 26, 2024.

“The SRP will review each WKC MOH award individually to ensure no Soldier was
recognized for conduct that did not merit recognition under the standards applicable at the time.
In conducting its review, the SRP will use:

«The MOH award standards and applicable laws and regulations in effect on
December 29, 1890; the SRP will assess whether conduct demonstrated any
disqualifying actions, such as: intentionally directing an attack against a non-
‘combatant or an individual who has surrendered in good faith, murder or rape ofa
prisoner, or engaging in any other act demonstrating immorality: and

«Available historical records on the engagement of WKC and associated MOHs
awarded. including U.S. Army investigations and reports, original MOH award files.
official military personnel records, recordsof interviewsof witnesses at the event,
and anyotherrelevant historical documents the SRP deems appropriate

The SRP will provide a written report to me, through the USD(P&R) within 90 days of
‘convening, but not later than October 15, 2024, that includes a retain or rescind recommendation
for cach WKC MOH awarded. Each recommendation will include a rationale. Substantiating
documents, where such records are available, will be provided for all recommendations.

Aachmen:
As stated
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