June 26, 2024

The Honorable President Joseph R. Biden Jr. Drug Enforcement Administration
President of the United States 8701 Morrissette Drive

The White House Springfield, VA 22152

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

We, members of the social work community, write to issue our firm support for the complete
descheduling of marijuana from the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). Descheduling is a critical
step towards decriminalizing marijuana and undoing the widespread harms caused by marijuana
prohibition and criminalization, harms that have disproportionately impacted the communities
we serve, such as communities of color and low-income communities. If marijuana remains
scheduled under the CSA, the individual and collective suffering caused by prohibition will
continue growing.

The criminalization of marijuana has torn apart families, with overwhelmingly disparate impact
in communities of color. Approximately 80% of all children in the foster care system are
removed from their homes for drug-related causes, an antecedent of punitive policies that
disproportionately targeted low-income parents of color during the 1980s." Far from improving
welfare, the trauma of family separation can have long lasting impacts on the health and
wellbeing of a child. Parental incarceration has been cited as a significant adverse childhood
experience, one that is correlated with negative mental health outcomes, educational challenges,
and increased likelihood of future drug use.* Recent evidence has also demonstrated that
restrictive drug laws directed towards pregnant individuals may in fact worsen health outcomes
for the infant.® Through directing federal funding towards the removal of children, rather than the
support of parents, the war on drugs continues to destroy families.

Furthermore, individuals convicted of drug-related offenses are often restricted from accessing
essential public benefits, at great cost to them and their households. For instance, federal laws
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direct states to ban individuals with felony drug convictions from receiving state welfare aid,
including Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). As a result, an individual with a
drug-related felony is excluded when calculating household benefits, critically reducing the
amount of support the family receives to feed their loved ones.*

Marijuana prohibition can also lead a family to lose their home. Federal policies direct public
housing units to immediately evict households suspected of drug use, even without an arrest or
conviction.” Entire families can be evicted based on suspected drug use from one member of
their family, even if the suspected individual does not live with them.® And once convicted of a
drug-related charge, individuals can be barred from living in public housing for a minimum of
three years, although many face longer bans. Subject to discrimination by private landlords and
prohibited from public housing, a drug related charge can greatly increase an individual's
chances of becoming unhoused.

The use of marijuana remains a federal crime, despite overwhelming support for widespread
legalization. The piecemeal approach towards legalization has created significant disparities in
opportunities and outcomes across neighboring states. While communities in legal states can
build wealth from legal marijuana sales and benefit from regulations that ensure a safe, unaltered
product, other communities are subject to losing their homes, their occupations, their families,
and their freedom over the same substance. The disparities in marijuana laws nationwide stand in
stark opposition to the 88% of Americans who support legalization.’

By virtue of our profession, we have witnessed the grievous harm that marijuana criminalization
has caused. Marijuana prohibition and criminalization does not just punish an individual, but
through the impact of collateral consequences, they impact their communities and their families.
If marijuana remains scheduled, parents will lose their children, children will lose their
homes, and beloved members of our households will be deprived of essential benefits. As
social workers, we are committed to ensuring families are safe and healthy. This is impossible to
achieve when draconian punishments for marijuana continue. Until marijuana is descheduled, the
harms of the war on drugs will continue to grow.
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We call on you to support marijuana descheduling, including federal legislation that addresses
our concerns. We also urge you to take executive action to end some of these harms now. This is
what our families need to thrive.
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