
June 26, 2024 
 
The Honorable President Joseph R. Biden Jr.                         Drug Enforcement Administration 
President of the United States                                                  8701 Morrissette Drive
The White House                                                                     Springfield, VA 22152
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500
 

Dear President Biden,

We, members of the social work community, write to issue our firm support for the complete 
descheduling of marijuana from the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). Descheduling is a critical 
step towards decriminalizing marijuana and undoing the widespread harms caused by marijuana 
prohibition and criminalization, harms that have disproportionately impacted the communities 
we serve, such as communities of color and low-income communities. If marijuana remains 
scheduled under the CSA, the individual and collective suffering caused by prohibition will 
continue growing. 

The criminalization of marijuana has torn apart families, with overwhelmingly disparate impact 
in communities of color. Approximately 80% of all children in the foster care system are 
removed from their homes for drug-related causes, an antecedent of punitive policies that 
disproportionately targeted low-income parents of color during the 1980s.1  Far from improving 
welfare, the trauma of family separation can have long lasting impacts on the health and 
wellbeing of a child. Parental incarceration has been cited as a significant adverse childhood 
experience, one that is correlated with negative mental health outcomes, educational challenges, 
and increased likelihood of future drug use.2  Recent evidence has also demonstrated that 
restrictive drug laws directed towards pregnant individuals may in fact worsen health outcomes 
for the infant.3 Through directing federal funding towards the removal of children, rather than the 
support of parents, the war on drugs continues to destroy families. 

Furthermore, individuals convicted of drug-related offenses are often restricted from accessing 
essential public benefits, at great cost to them and their households. For instance, federal laws 

3 Bruzelius, E., Underhill, K., Askari, M., Kajeepeta, S., Bates, L., Prins, S., Jarlenski, M., & Martins, S. (2024, 
March 14). Punitive legal responses to prenatal drug use in the United States: A survey of state policies and 
systematic review of their public health impacts. International Journal of Drug Policy. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395924000653?via%3Dihub

2 Luk, M.S.K., Hui, C., Tsang, S.K.M. et al. Physical and Psychosocial Impacts of Parental Incarceration on 
Children and Adolescents: A Systematic Review Differentiating Age of Exposure. Adolescent Res Rev 8, 159–178 
(2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40894-022-00182-9

1Drug Policy Alliance. The Drug War Breaks Up Families. Uprooting The Drug War. (2021, February 16). 
https://uprootingthedrugwar.org/child-welfare/
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direct states to ban individuals with felony drug convictions from receiving state welfare aid, 
including Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). As a result, an individual with a 
drug-related felony is excluded when calculating household benefits, critically reducing the 
amount of support the family receives to feed their loved ones.4 

Marijuana prohibition can also lead a family to lose their home. Federal policies direct public 
housing units to immediately evict households suspected of drug use, even without an arrest or 
conviction.5 Entire families can be evicted based on suspected drug use from one member of 
their family, even if the suspected individual does not live with them.6  And once convicted of a 
drug-related charge, individuals can be barred from living in public housing for a minimum of 
three years, although many face longer bans. Subject to discrimination by private landlords and 
prohibited from public housing, a drug related charge can greatly increase an individual's 
chances of becoming unhoused. 

The use of marijuana remains a federal crime, despite overwhelming support for widespread 
legalization. The piecemeal approach towards legalization has created significant disparities in 
opportunities and outcomes across neighboring states. While communities in legal states can 
build wealth from legal marijuana sales and benefit from regulations that ensure a safe, unaltered 
product, other communities are subject to losing their homes, their occupations, their families, 
and their freedom over the same substance. The disparities in marijuana laws nationwide stand in 
stark opposition to the 88% of Americans who support legalization.7 

By virtue of our profession, we have witnessed the grievous harm that marijuana criminalization 
has caused. Marijuana prohibition and criminalization does not just punish an individual, but 
through the impact of collateral consequences, they impact their communities and their families. 
If marijuana remains scheduled, parents will lose their children, children will lose their 
homes, and beloved members of our households will be deprived of essential benefits. As 
social workers, we are committed to ensuring families are safe and healthy. This is impossible to 
achieve when draconian punishments for marijuana continue. Until marijuana is descheduled, the 
harms of the war on drugs will continue to grow. 

7 Green, T. V. (2022, November 22). Americans overwhelmingly say marijuana should be legal for medical or 
recreational use. Pew Research Center. 
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/11/22/americans-overwhelmingly-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-for-
medical-or-recreational-use/

6 Drug Policy Alliance. The Drug War Invades Our Homes. Uprooting the Drug War. 
https://uprootingthedrugwar.org/housing/#:~:text=Once%20someone%20has%20been%20evicted%20for%20drug-r
elated%20activity%2C,at%20least%2012%20states%20impose%20even%20longer%20bans.

5Drug Policy Alliance. The Drug War Invades Our Homes. Uprooting the Drug War. 
https://uprootingthedrugwar.org/housing/#:~:text=Once%20someone%20has%20been%20evicted%20for%20drug-r
elated%20activity%2C,at%20least%2012%20states%20impose%20even%20longer%20bans.

4 Drug Testing and Crime-Related Restrictions  in TANF, SNAP, and Housing Assistance. Congressional Research 
Service. (2016, November 28). https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R42394
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We call on you to support marijuana descheduling, including federal legislation that addresses 
our concerns. We also urge you to take executive action to end some of these harms now. This is 
what our families need to thrive. 

Sincerely, 

1 Hanna Sharif-Kazemi
2 Julie Netherland
3 Sheila Vakharia
4 Brianna Suslovic
5 Ashton Santo
6 Jillian Bauer-Reese
7 Jamee lafratta
8 Taylor Bazajou
9 Gianna Volkes
10 Cameron Rasmussen
11 Heidi A.
12 Patrick Doyle
13 Durrell Washington
14 Anne Williamson
15 Amanda Reiman
16 Claire Rudy
17 Lauren Eline
18 Tina Fratus
19 Jewel Gatling
20 Tangee Augustin
21 Paolo DeTamaro PhD
22 Jo Brocato
23 Anjalee Sharma, Phd, MSW
24 Emily Pasman
25 Myasia Watson
26 Mallory Hakes
27 Christie Roe
28 Network to Advance Abolitionist Social Work
29 Katie Shaffer
30 Nicole Gonsalves
31 Danika Ingraham
32 Dale Maglalang
33 Susan Lennon
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34 Peter Treitler
35 Micki Washburn
36 Chloe E.
37 Luna Suescun Garcia
38 Kimberly Moreno
39 Artie Hartsell, MSW
40 Yiselle Castellanos
41 Erin Work
42 Nicholas Moeser
43 Jeffrey Steen
44 Fatima M Smith
45 Kristin Lennox
46 Lenise mazyck
47 Kathryn Krase, PhD, JD, MSW
48 Gina Fedock
49 Montae Taylor
50 Helen Redmond LCSW
51 Jabria Craft
52 Susan L. Schoppelrey, Ph.D., MSW
53 Leah Gregory-Jobe
54 Monica Kelley
55 Garrett Reuscher
56 Limayra Castro
57 Bridget A Shanahan
58 jess nesbitt
59 Lauren Wranosky
60 Emily George, LCSW, MS.Ed.
61 Sarah Coker
62 Kristi Chastain
63 Leah Plasse
64 MJ (Maleeka Jihad)
65 Willa Beckman
66 Clareese Saunders
67 Carlyn Mast
68 Bethan McGarry
69 Tanesha Grant
70 Amy Hecht
71 Alex Laursen
72 Maretta DeWitt
73 Seth Frazier
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74 Houda Tarraf
75 Zoey S.
76 Shayna Danto
77 Allie Semenza
78 Lauren Nowatzki
79 Zina Charles
80 Ataia Templeton
81 Steven T. Licardi, LCSW
82 Jennifer Bulcock
83 Claire Crowley
84 Marvin Toliver
85 Elizabeth Van Horn
86 Gabriel Coll
87 Julia Jackson
88 Blon Dibbens
89 Tunja Tolbert
90 Alia Berry
91 Kristina Dezendorf
92 David Kalinoski
93 Jenna Kress
94 Maria Alejandra Salas-Baltuano
95 Melissa Eichelbaum
96 Caitlin Bergman
97 Mary Chin
98 Nicole Banales
99 Jessica Hunkler
100 Chelsea Higgs Wise
101 rachael randall
102 Mel Wilson
103 Chandler
104 Yvonne Romero
105 Amber Keil
106 Dwane Budheah
107 Robert Benjamin
108 Maria Boncyk
109 Tina Newstead
110 Tu vuong
111 Aaron Shown
112 Laurel Hightower
113 Rebecca Ogle
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114 Jody Johnston
115 Jeanette Brinkman
116 Gloria Jaggers, LMSW
117 Kathryn Blu
118 Samantha Ross
119 Lauren Komp
120 Alissa B.
121 Rachel T
122 Larissa Cogan
123 Neil Singhal
124 Yvonne Sypher
125 Cj roseberry
126 Allegra clark
127 Dr. Gaby mohr Avitia
128 Nidia Hernandez
129 Shaina Fawn
130 Melissa Velasquez
131 Sacha Abou Sleiman
132 Michaela M.
133 José Marino
134 Isabella Nuno
135 Kara Lonberg
136 Arleigh H.
137 William Medley
138 Shawna Maher
139 Emma Reyes-Ramirez
140 Penelope Lynn
141 Manuela González
142 Lorena D. Jackson
143 Tammy Delcano
144 Aisling Cooper
145 preksha ashk
146 Emily Brooke
147 Sarah Lewis
148 Mary Edinger
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