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U.S. District Court

District of Columbia (Washington, DC)
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JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. v. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE
Assigned to: Judge Dabney L. Friedrich
Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act

Date Filed: 10/17/2023
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of
Information Act
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant

Plaintiff

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. represented byJames F. Peterson
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.
425 Third Street, SW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20024
(202) 646−5172
Fax: (202) 646−5199
Email: jpeterson@judicialwatch.org
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

V.

Defendant

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE represented byChristopher M. Lynch
DOJ−CIV
United States Department of Justice, Civil
Division
Federal Programs Branch
1100 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
202−353−4537
Fax: 213−616−8470
Email: christopher.m.lynch@usdoj.gov
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Date Filed # Docket Text

10/17/2023 1 COMPLAINT against U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ( Filing fee $ 402 receipt
number ADCDC−10426232) filed by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments: # 1
Civil Cover Sheet, # 2 Summons U.S. Department of Justice, # 3 Summons U.S.
Attorney General, # 4 Summons U.S. Attorney)(Peterson, James) (Entered:
10/17/2023)

10/17/2023 2 LCvR 26.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate Affiliations and Financial
Interests by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. (Peterson, James) (Entered: 10/17/2023)

10/18/2023 Case Assigned to Judge Dabney L. Friedrich. (zcb) (Entered: 10/18/2023)

10/18/2023 3 SUMMONS (3) Issued Electronically as to U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, U.S.
Attorney and U.S. Attorney General (Attachments: # 1 Notice and Consent)(zcb)
(Entered: 10/18/2023)

10/18/2023 4 STANDARD ORDER for Civil Cases. See text for details. Signed by Judge Dabney L.
Friedrich on October 18, 2023. (lcdlf1) (Entered: 10/18/2023)

11/14/2023 5 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed as to the
United States Attorney. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney on 10/24/2023. (
Answer due for ALL FEDERAL DEFENDANTS by 11/23/2023.), RETURN OF
SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed on United States
Attorney General. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney General 11/07/2023.,

mailto:jpeterson@judicialwatch.org
mailto:christopher.m.lynch@usdoj.gov
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045010239342?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239343?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239344?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239345?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239346?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=3&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239378?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=6&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045010239793?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=11&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110239794?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=11&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110242368?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=13&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045010293077?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=15&pdf_header=2


RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE served on 10/30/2023 (Attachments: # 1 Declaration of
Cristina Rotaru)(Peterson, James) (Entered: 11/14/2023)

11/22/2023 6 ANSWER to Complaint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.(Lynch, Christopher)
(Entered: 11/22/2023)

11/27/2023 MINUTE ORDER requiring the parties to MEET AND CONFER and file a joint
status report proposing a schedule for further proceedings. The status report should
address the status of the plaintiff's FOIA request, including the anticipated number of
documents responsive to the request and the anticipated date(s) for release of the
requested documents. The parties shall file the joint status report on or before
December 18, 2023. So Ordered by Judge Dabney L. Friedrich on November 27, 2023.
(lcdlf1) (Entered: 11/27/2023)

12/18/2023 7 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. (Lynch,
Christopher) (Entered: 12/18/2023)

12/18/2023 MINUTE ORDER. Upon consideration of the parties' 7 Status Report, the parties shall
file a joint status report on or before January 29, 2024. So Ordered by Judge Dabney L.
Friedrich on December 18, 2023. (lcdlf1) (Entered: 12/18/2023)

01/26/2024 8 Joint STATUS REPORT by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. (Lynch,
Christopher) (Entered: 01/26/2024)

01/29/2024 MINUTE ORDER. Consistent with the parties' 8 Status Report, it is ORDERED as
follows: the defendant may file a motion for summary judgment on or before March
29, 2024. The plaintiff shall file its opposition and any cross−motion for summary
judgment on or before April 29, 2024. The defendant may file a reply and shall file its
opposition to the cross−motion on or before May 29, 2024. The plaintiff may file any
reply in support of its cross−motion on or before June 13, 2024. So Ordered by Judge
Dabney L. Friedrich on January 29, 2024. (lcdlf1) (Entered: 01/29/2024)

03/29/2024 9 MOTION for Summary Judgment by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
(Attachments: # 1 Memorandum in Support, # 2 Statement of Facts, # 3 Declaration of
Vanessa Brinkmann & Exhibits A−D, # 4 Text of Proposed Order)(Lynch,
Christopher) (Entered: 03/29/2024)

04/25/2024 10 Consent MOTION for Extension of Time to File by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC..
(Attachments: # 1 Text of Proposed Order)(Peterson, James) (Entered: 04/25/2024)

04/26/2024 MINUTE ORDER. Upon consideration of the plaintiff's Consent Motion, the motion
is GRANTED. The plaintiff shall file its opposition and any cross−motion for
summary judgment on or before May 13, 2024. The defendant shall file any reply and
opposition to the cross−motion on or before June 12, 2024. The plaintiff shall file any
reply on or before June 19, 2024. So Ordered by Judge Dabney L. Friedrich on April
26, 2024. (lcdlf1) (Entered: 04/26/2024)

05/13/2024 11 Memorandum in opposition to re 9 Motion for Summary Judgment filed by
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments: # 1 Statement of Facts Responses to and
Additional Facts, # 2 Text of Proposed Order)(Peterson, James) (Entered: 05/13/2024)

05/13/2024 12 Cross MOTION for Summary Judgment by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments:
# 1 Memorandum in Support, # 2 Statement of Facts, # 3 Text of Proposed
Order)(Peterson, James) (Entered: 05/13/2024)

06/12/2024 13 Memorandum in opposition to re 12 Motion for Summary Judgment filed by U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. (Attachments: # 1 Statement of Facts Response to
Plaintiff's Statement of Facts)(Lynch, Christopher) (Entered: 06/12/2024)

06/12/2024 14 REPLY to opposition to motion re 9 MOTION for Summary Judgment filed by U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. (Lynch, Christopher) (Entered: 06/12/2024)

06/20/2024 15 REPLY to opposition to motion re 12 Cross MOTION for Summary Judgment filed by
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Peterson, James) (Entered: 06/20/2024)
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https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/045110657542?caseid=260943&de_seq_num=42&pdf_header=2
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