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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 
704 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA 

Tel.: MAdison 6-9441 

November 15, 1955 

Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, President 
California Institute of Technology 
1201 East California Street 
Pasadena 4, California 

Dear Lee: 

LAUREN B. HITCHCOCK 
President and Managing Director 

At our Annual Meeting of November 10, 1955, you were re­
elected as a member of the Board of Trustees for a period of three 
years. While in one sense this may seem to be a mere formality, 
I wanted to tell you that your continued support and leadership in the 
work of this Foundation and its policy making means much to me and 
my associates on the Foundation staff. The wisdom of the undertak­
ing upon which this Foundation embarked is becoming more and more 
apparent. Your willingness to participate in this very important 
public service, along with your eminent fellow trustees, adds greatly 
to our effectiveness in this community. 

As I mentioned at the Annual Meeting, our work can progress 
more rapidly in proportion to the funds made available to us. Even 
though we believe we are making the very best use of the money we 
have so far, essential steps toward the solution are presently being 
delayed because of lack of funds. It was the sense of the trustees at 
the meeting that additional funds should be looked for, both in the 
form of increases from some of our present contributors, as well as 
from several important industrial groups which have not yet contri­
buted. The Finance Committee has been asked to recommend what 
they would consider an appropriate percentage increase . 

On behalf of the Finance Committee and the Foundation, your 
continued help and influence is sought, especially' in connection with 
the continued financing campaign. Your advice and suggestions will 
be most welcome. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ CA:.--c.-.--« .--

LBH:mek L. B. Hitchcock 

A private, nonprofit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 
704 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA 

Tel.: MAdison 6-9441 

November 15, 1955 

Dr. Lee A. Du.Bridge, President 
California Institute of Technology 
1201 E. California Street 
Pasadena 4, California 

Dear Lee: 

NOV 1 6 ·195:, 

LAUREN 8. HITCHCOCK 
Pre1ident and Managing Director 

I am very happy that you were elected chairman and 
have agreed to serve for the coming year. I have sent a letter 
similar to the enclosed to the other trustees who were re-elected. 

I am also enclosing for your possible approval and signa­
ture, letters to the committee chairmen confirming appointment 
by you with such suggestions or comments with respect to member­
ship on their committees as seem to be in order. Copies are also 
going to the secretary's office, Mr. Gerald G. Kelly. 

With respect to the possibility of help from the national 
foundations, we will shortly be sending letters and supporting data 
to Ford, Rockefeller, Sloan, and Research Corporation. I have 
never heard any word from Dr. Weaver indicating that they might 
not help us, although I think you said you had received some such 
indication from him. If you think it pointless to do so I shall not 
apply to Rockefeller. Ray Allen, in a meeting with Dyke Brown of 
Ford after my visit in New York, had the feeling that Ford was 
quite interested in our work. I would like to go over our letter to 
Mr. Gaither with you before sending it. 

Please let me know if there are any other things you would 
like me to do in the immediate future with respect to Foundation 
matters in general. 

Everyone was very pleased with your summation last 

A private, nonprofit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
Dedicated to the solution of the smog problem 

55 



I 

AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

Dr. Lee A. Du.Bridge -2- November 15, 1955 

Thursday, and I am glad to hear that the State Chamber is planning to 
publish a brochure consisting principally of your summary. 

Congratulations also on the fine annual report of CIT! 

With best personal regards, 

LBH:mek 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

L. B. Hitchcock 

\ 

I 



November 16, 1955 

Mr. F. M • Bank1, Pre1ident 
S011tbern California Gas Company 
810 South Flower Street 
Los Angele• 14, California 

Dear Marion: 

Followtn1 my election •• the n.aw Chairman of the Board 
of Tru1tee1 at the Annual Me~tl111 on November 10, 1955, I re­
appointed you as Chairman of the Public la!oi-ma&lon Committee 
of the board. wt~h t,he Qlld•r•taoding that you were prepared to 
contin~ tn thl.a c-,aclty if reque1ted. The, Pl:U'po•~ of tbla letter, 
the ref ore, is both to confirm tbl1 appointment and ~• expre•• my 
peraonal thank• for your wllUQlne■• to contin11e. The Fowulatton'• 
1taff in lta effort• toward r · bU:c edw:a&ion ofta11 encollldera poUcy 
q11e1tion1 where your couraael l~ moat valll&ble to them. 

The me~er~~p ~f )~«)Ill' committee ha• recently lnclllded 
the f ollowlng: 

Arnold O. Beckman 
Walter Braura1chwelger 
Roy Hagen 
Fred Ortman 

Sllollld YOII ~•h to lavl~• theae men to ~optln11e on the Pulte 
Jnfo.rln4t,Qa Committee with Y0!o', or to make replacement• or addi­
tlona, appropriate letten will be prepared tor you atgaature by 
i..lU'en Hitchcock, if yo11 will •eSld blm a ~opy of yolll' r·eply to me. 

With many thank• for you help, I am, 

Sincerely your1, 

LAO:mek L. A. OuBrldae 
cc: Oerald O. Kelly, Secretary 
be: L. B. Hitchcock 

I 
I 

I 



December 5, 1955 

Mr. F. M. Bank1, Pretlclent 
Southern Callfwnia Ga, Company 
810 So&ath Flower Street 
Loi Aqe le, 1', California 

Deu Mr. Banke: 

I am 11-d to he.,- that you are wtlltq to ,erve 
on the ReHarcb Committee of tbe Board of Trutee, fH 
tu comina year. Thl1 letter l1 a., way ef coafbmaHon of 
yolll' appola&meat. Or. Allen, a, c:bairm&a of the committee, 
Jolll1 me ln ••PHHibl OIU' -,preciatiH for 1"I' help oa 
tbl• impOrtaat committee. 

WUb the Technical Advltory Committee DOW factloa­
tq actively, lt1 view• 1hoald be of material &Hl1taac:e to .... 

Wltb maay tbaua, 

Sincerely yolU'1, 

LAO;mek L. A. OuBridge 

cc: R. B. Allen 
L. a. Hltcbcock 

------·-o ,-----··· 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 
704 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA 

PERSONAL & 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Tel.: MAdison 6-9441 

February 6, 1956 

Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, President 
California Institute of Technology 
1201 East California Street 
Pasadena 4, California 

Dear Lee: 

LAUREN B. HITCHCOCK 
President and Manooino Director 

I considered calling you at the Statler after our 
luncheon meeting with Franklin Lindsay in order that you 
might know what direction his thoughts were taking before 
your meeting with Gaither. But, since Lindsay emphasized 
that his questions were completely unofficial and without 
benefit of consultation with associates, I thought it might be 
better to let his views come directly to Mr. Gaither in case 
he makes a report. 

It was interesting that Lindsay's first reactions 
seemed to be along the lines of exploring the possibilities of 
setting up a "survey team" which might assess the air pollution 
problem in several large cities. In his "thinking out loud" he 
mentioned that this team might initiate such surveys in one or 
more cities at about the same time; that the cities (or other 
jurisdictions) ought to put up an amount of money comparable 
to what "we" put up; that Ford felt it was essential to have local 
support, else little interest would be taken by the communities 
in the results. When .he asked for some indication.of what "our" 
part of such a program might cost, I was very reluctant to 
hazard a guess and said that many local factors could influence 
this largely up or down but that perhaps an average figure of 
$500, 000 per city was not unlikely. He seemed to think that any 
such cost would not appeal to their board. 

Pursuing the "survey team" idea, I suggested that a 
team of ten professional technical persons could properly manage 
the preliminary exploratory and qualitative type of survey Lindsay 

A private, nonprofit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
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PERSONAL & 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Dr. Lee A. Du.Bridge -2- February 6, 1956 

mentioned repeatedly and that nationwide statistics supported a round 
figure of about $25,000 per year per professional person to cover direct 
salaries and direct expenses, but exclusive of equipment. He agreed that 
this was a good estimate. He then said that should such a plan materialize:, 
it would seem only proper for the cities themselves to provide whatever 
equipment was required in their own communities. 

He referred to some studies they are making, or planning, of 
other metropolitan problems, and that they might add air pollution to 
the program. Here he was thinking of studies of four or five cities, the 
results to be "models" for other cities. 

Toward the end of our luncheon meeting 1 I touched lightly on 
the "air resource environmental test facility" {Operation Big Chamber), 
pointing out the value it would have in elucidating smog-forming conditions 
on basic problems for many cities and that such a facility would, therefore, 
have national value. I told him that we had this pretty well worked out on 
paper and that it looked like a capital investment of $300, 000 or $400, 000, 
and probably something like $250, 000 a year for operating thereafter. 
This idea also see.med to interest him somewhat. 

If he has thoughts of doing anything at all, my guess is it might 
be exploring with several cities their interest in sharing the services of a 
survey team. He seemed to feel that most of the officials would be likely 
to welcome such an obvious "bargain" and that if such a team were set up, 
it could represent marked economies to any one or more of these cities in 
getting the job done. 

The only other ray of light I got out of this occasion was when 
Lindsay volunteered the comment that while The Ford Foundation had not 
done much about helping scientific research, one recent exception was the 
aid to the Nils Bohr and it was conceivable that The Ford Foundation might 
be willing to consider supporting other scientific research. Taken with one 
or two comments he made during the morning session, we got the impression 
that a more technical approach could be of interest. 

Unless you have some other clues or ideas, my present inclina­
tion is to wait for a reasonable time for some indication of interest from 
them rather than to risk submitting proposals which might seem premature 
to them right now. 

By the way, I had a most interesting and encouraging session with 
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PERSONAL & 
CONFIDENTIAL -3- February 6, 1956 

Gus Kinzel and his associate, Ray W. McNamee at Union Carbide; 
also with Bill Burkhart, president of Lever Brothers. I think we 
are going to get some modest contribution from each. Four other 
corporation visits I had were most friendly and sympathetic but 
looked like turn downs at this stage. Kinzel suggested an excellent 
approach to the Manufacturing Chemists 1 Association, which I shall 

develop with his assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

LBH:mek L. B. Hitchcock 
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Tel.: MAdison 6-9441 

August 29, 1956 

AUG 3 0 1956 

LAUREN B. HITCHCOCK 
President and Managing Director 

To the Board of Trustees of the Air Pollution Foundation 

Gentlemen: 

During the discomfort of the smoggy fall months which lie immedi­
ately ahead, certain questions which we had ho-?8d would be disposed 
of by now (1956) will undoubtedly be asked aga1n. 

These questions stem from the vain hope which continues to .flourish 
in the minds of the uninformed that there is some short cut or magic 
formula for doing away with smog. 

These questions all involve "weather modification" changing our 
climate or producing better ventilation in the Los Angeles Basin. Every 
one of them is based on the false assumption that it would be easier, 
quicker, and cheaper to get rid of smog after it is allowed to form than 
to keep it from forming in the first place. 

One of the less fantastic-sounding questions we will hear repeated 
this fall is, why not eliminate the inversion layer, or at least punch 
a hole in it to let the smog through? 

I thought you might be interested in some meteorological facts 
about our inversion layer and some engineering facts about eliminating 
or piercing it. In this, we have had the advice of Dr. Morris Neiburger, 
Chairman of the Department of Meteorology, UCLA, and APF consultant. 

Inversion is an "upside down" condition of the weather. Normally, 
as we go up in the air, the temperature becomes about four degrees cooler 
with every 1000 feet. But on some days the opposite is true; as we rise 
we suddenly enter a thick layer of air which is WARMER than the air at 
groi.md level. This is the inversion layer, which acts as a lid. It 
keeps the cooler air below it from rising, and thus keeps our pollutants 
from escaping upward. 

What causes this frequent "upside down" condition of our weather? 
The answer is found in the way air moves over the Pacific Ocean. Most of 
the time during our warm months, and sometimes during the cooler months, 
there is a giant area of high atmospheric pressure extending over most of 
the ocean. (Meteorologists and the weather reporters on TV call it the 
"Pacific High. 11) Its center is between Hawaii and the Aleutians. 

From its center, the air spins outward in a clockwise spiraling 
motion. As it revolves in an ever-widening circle, it spreads itself 
gradually thinner - until air above it sinks down to take its place, 
particularly at the eastern edge, OVER OUR COAST. The sinking air be­
comes compressed as it descends and (just as in a tire pump) heated by 
the compression. When it becomes warmer than the air just above the sea 
surface, it becomes "the layer of warm air over cooler air" - inversion! 

A private, non profit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens _ 
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The simplest conceivable way of eliminating the inversion would be to heat all 
the air from the ground to the top of the inversion layer -- heat it until it is 
warmer than the air above, Can this be done? 

Let's figure the fuel required, Records for a typical morning last September, 
for example, show: height of inversion base, 1558 feet; height of top, 3460 feet; 
temperature at base, 57.4°F; temperature at top, 72.?°F. 

On this typical morning it would talce 1,270,000 tons of fuel oil (burned with 
100 per cent efficiency) to produce the a.mount of heat (energy) needed to dissipate 
the inversion layer above the Basin. EVEN IF WE USED CRUDE PETROLEUM ITSELF, IT 
WOULD TAKE ALL THE CRUDE OIL PROCESSED IN 12 DAYS BY ALL OF THE BASIN'S REFINERIES. 

And how long would the inversion layer stay dispersed? Only so long as we 
kept adding that a.mount of heat under it. The moment we stopped burning, in would 
come a fresh supply of warm air over cooler air - a new inversion layer. In other 
words, our expensive operation (even assuming it did not incinerate and/or suffocate 
everybody and everything in the Basin) would be no more effective than trying to 
displace the ocean by sticking our finger in it, 

What about heating just a hole through the inversion layer then, and letting 
the smog out that way? Answer: a hole one mile square could be pierced by burning 
about 800 tons of f'uel oil, BUT, .. to cause air to rise through it would neces­
sitate heating that air to the same temperature as that required for elimination of 
the layer itself. In other words, THE HEAT REQUIRED WOULD BE THE SAME, WHETHER WE 
TRIED TO MAKE THE AIR PASS THROUGH A HOLE, OR TO DISPERSE THE ENTIRE LAYER, 

Could the inversion be punctured by building a stack through it? Theoretically, 
yes -- with a stack 3500 feet high. But the basic fact remains that all the polluted 
air we hoped to force up through the stack would have to be heated to the temperature 
of the inversion top. Obviously impossible! 

So much for the inversion layer, which accounts for our being unable to get rid 
of our polluted air vertically. What about moving it out of the Basin horizontally? 
(Remember: the mass of air in the Basin between sea level and about 500 feet weighs 
approximately 250 MILLION TONS.) 

Blowers or fans? It would take power at a rate greater than 16 million kilo­
watts to move our air away at 9 miles per hour. This would take the total output of 
12 Hoover Dams .... Helicopters to create a turbulence? It would take more heli­
copters than there are in the world, and the fumes from their engines would make the 
air more polluted than it was to begin with. 

Calculations show it is equally impractical to try to eliminate smog by drilling 
tunnels through our mountains, forcing it through our sewer lines into the ocean, 
inducing artificial rainfall, reducing solar radiation (sunlight) to stop photo­
chemical reactions, etc. 

Knowing that these proposals are infeasible, the Foundation is concentrating on 
practical and economical methods for reducing smog-forming pollutants at their sources, 

Very truly yours, 

d. 0 . /~-L~ 
L, B, Hitchcock 
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Dr. Lauren B. Hitchcock 
President & Managing Director 
Air Pollution Foundation 
704 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles 14, California 

Dear Dr. Hitchcock: 

Your request that your resignation as president 
and managing director be accepted effective November 15, 
1956, has been discussed with trustees of the Foundation. 
I should like to say on their behalf that we accept your 
resignation with much regret, but in view of the fine job 
you have done for the Foundation and for this community, 
we do not wish to stand in your way if you are now convinced 
that you wish to return to private practice. 

During the period of nearly three years in which you 
have built up a splendid technical and public information 
organization, and directed it so effectively toward the solu­
tion of our smog problem, you have fully justified the confi­
dence which we placed in you. You were· called upon to per -
form a most difficult assignment at a time when Los Angeles 
was understandably alarmed and when confusion reigned as 
to the causes of and cures for the smog problem. Many seg­
ments of the community held differing views, yet we feel 
that under your guidance the Foundation has assisted material­
ly in resolving many of these differences, and has helped to 
focus attention on the major causes, as well as to point the 
way to the development of practical remedies. The Foundation 
has done much to restore hope for the ultimate solution of 
our problem. 

We agree with you that the organization is competent 
to continue this good work, but are reluctant to lose the 
benefit of your experience and counsel. /' I£ yo1:11 fatlll"e plans-

A private, non profit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
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wil-1 permit you to do so, we should -like to retain you a a 
cc>hs ultant. • 

\' 
"---

We are indebted to you for your assistance and assure 
you that the best wishes of the trustees of the Air Pollution 
Foundation go with you in your future work. 

LAD: 

Sincerely yours, 

L. A. DuBridge, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 
704 SOUTH SPRING STREET 

LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA 

Tel.: MAdison ~9441 

September 19, 1956 

Dr. L. A. DuBridge, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
Air Pollution Foundation 

Dear Dr. DuBridge: 

LAUREN B. HITCHCOCK 
President Ofld Managing Director 

When I accepted appointment in January 1954 as 
president and managing director of the newly formed Air 
Pollution Foundation, the Board of Trustees asked me to 
form a competent, scientific, fact-finding organization; 
to set up an objective and badly needed research program 
into the causes and probable remedies for the smog problem; 
and to emb.ark vigorously upon such a program. In con­
junction with this scientific program, I was also requested 
to provide necessary public information and educational 
services. 

I feel that these goals have now been accomplished, 
and that the staff and programs of the Foundation are now 
competent and adequate to attain our purposes within our 
established financial resources, In this very satisfactory 
development, the Foundation staff h~s received invaluable 
assistance from the trustees and various committees of the 
board, as well as from the Technical Advisory Committee. 
Various agencies, technical societies, and universities have 
responded generously whenever called upon, and have done 
much to further this public-spirited undertaking. 

In my judgement, the present organization is now 
capable of carrying on along the lines that have been establish­
ed, and will prove to be an increasingly useful instrument in 
contributing to the solution of the problem we are all seeking. 

As you know, I have long been interested primarily in 
industrial research, and would like to return to private 

A private, non profit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
Dedicated to the solution of the smog problem 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

Dr. L. A. DuBridge -2- September 19, 1956 

practice if the trustees feel, as I do, that they have a competent 
organization which can continue without me. Because of the 
enjoyable and stimulating associations I have had in Los Angeles, 
I make this request with reluctance, and shall be glad to assist 
the Foundation in any way possible when called upon. You may 
be sure that I shall follow its continued success with the greatest 
of interest. 

If the Board of Trustees can conveniently do so, I would 
greatly appreciate it if my resignation could be accepted effective 
November 15, 1956. This would immediately follow the conclusion 
of our third annual meeting and election of officers for the ensuing 
year. I know that Dr. W. L. Faith, presently vice president and 
chief engineer, would make a thoroughly competent manager of the 
Foundation's affairs, and believing that the trustees share my con­
fidence in him, I respectfully recommend his appointment as my 
successor at that time. 

Sincerely yours, 

LBH:mek L. B. Hitchcock 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 
~ '' t \ ... '10,· SOUTH SPRING STREET ... 

1 " • .... 

' LOS ANGELES U, CALIFORNIA 

Tel.1 MAdison ~9"'41 

-_, September 20, • 1956 

PERSONAL 

Mr. Aaa. V. Call, Chairman 
•· Pacific Mutual Llfe Ina11rance Company 
:· 523 Weat Sixth Street 

Loa Angele• 14, Callfornla 

• Dear Mr. Call: 

LAUREN B. HITCHCOCK 
' .• •. p,-icjent Oftlll Managing OlrKtOr 

r f t. f r:J t I 'l.1, ·'· "- 11.'1 

When the trU8teea eatabllahed the Employee 
Retirement Allllalty Plan last May, the Foundation pald 
an advance a11Dual premium of $5,000 on my policy.,, When 
I terminate oa November 15, • 1956, aa an employee of the 
Folllldation, the q1.1eatlon art••• aa to my abUUy to keep 
thia policy in effect peraonally after that date. The· caah • 
valu of the policy aa of November 15. will be about $750,. 
Jl, ln yo~ oplnlon, I aho11ld refund to th• Foundation ■uch 

' portion of the prepaid premium a■ cover■ the period after 
• November 15, thl• would require me to refund to the, ., 

Founcktlon app,-oxlmat•ly $2,500. In other word■, what,.., 
waa tntelided aa a benefit would coat me abollt $1, 750 at.'' 

: loaa~. ::-· • L ·, : · · : '- • ' • ~ 
• - I ••:r· 
- ,· •· r;.~ •rt-j:_.. \ 
"( . - , • ...,., . ~ . l ~ ,1 .-,· ~ ·•• ; I \ - •• • ... !",· l • ,.. .;.•~ _..-.~ -

~-··: .. : .--· __ lam ralaln1 thla q11eatloa with yo11 at thla time ■o 
that u· yo11 feel that thla requires board action. you ma,: 
ralae _the _qu.eatloa with the board at the 1pecial meett111 ... on 

,Moaday,· September Z4, ', 1956, at 2:30 P• m: • •. •• '· ·, • ''--
cr:~:_-.. ~ t ~ .. ~- - t~,., ... ... 11" ..... -

LBH:mek 

cc: L. A. DaBrld1~ 

i. : . 

A private non profit research foundation - Financed by ~llc-1Pirited citlzans -
J. . I r

1 

.. ,.,rof,t OtMli~c:ho the tr,lutian of thl--lfflCJt ptbltn\ i:.d 't,u -
o ..... i ..1" 1 • •. ,e ,, ~ 1 " 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

September 20, 1956 
PERSONAL 
MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

L. A. DuBridge 

L. B. Hitchcock 

Subject: Press Release 

In order that ;ny associates may be accurately informed 
with respect to your decisions as expressed to me yesterday 
in connection with the forthcoming announcement of my resigna­
tion, I would like to summarize as follows: 

1. The release cannot be made until after the special 
board meeting, but will be made reasonably promptly 
thereafter. Since the special meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, September 24, 2:30 p. m., presumably 
the press release could be dated for release Tuesday 
morning, September 25. 

2. In carrying out the spirit of the resignation, the 
announcement would be worded as coming from me 
rather • than the trustees, substantially in accordance 
with the draft of the press release of which you have 
a copy and which we discussed yesterday. 

3. There will be no mention of Dr. Faith in this story 
and the matter of my successor will be covered by a 
simple statement to the general effect that the trustees 
will elect my successor in due course. 

4. Your name will replace that of Mr. Call wherever it 
appears in the press release. 

In fairness to the Foundation and to me personally, I feel quite 
strongly about the importance of handling the proposed press release 
in this way and have told Larry Faith that you will get in touch with 
him after the board meeting Monday, authorizing him to proceed in 
releasing the announcement. Accordingly, he will wait for your 
instructions. Since you and Mr. Call have already approved the draft 
of the press release (with the deletion of any reference to Faith), I 
presume this memorandum is unnecessary, but since I will not be 
here, I thought this might possibly be helpful to Larry Faith in follow­
ing through this part of the program upon which we have agreed. 



AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

PERSONAL 
MEMORANDUM 

Dr. L. A. DuBridge -2- September 20, 1956 

I deeply appreciate the sympathetic understanding with 
which you and Mr. Gall have received my suggestions. 

LBH:mek 
cc: Asa V. Gall 

W. L. Faith 
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LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA 

SEP 2 6 1956 

Tel.: MAdison 6-9441 

September 24, 1956 
LAUREN B. HITC::HCOCK 

Dr. L.A. DuBridge, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
Air Pollution Foundation 
1201 East California Street 
Pasadena 4, California 

Dear Dr. DuBridge: 

Enclosed are: 

President and Managing Director 

1. Executed carbon copy of Dr. Hitchcock's 
letter of resignation, dated September 19, 1956, 
which he has authorized me to deliver to you. 

2. The original of the letter of acceptance 
which is to be executed by you and which con­
stitutes the basis of the press release. 

3. The original of a letter to be signed by 
you wherein the Air Pollution Foundation agrees to 
pay Dr. Hitchcock $50,000 as separation compensa­
tion. In this particular, you may wish to refer 
to your Finance Committee the method of establish­
ing an appropriate reserve fund. 

We shall be happy to prepare the employment 
contract for Dr. Faith when you and the executive 
conunittee have agreed upon the final terms. 

GGK: lsh 
Encls. 

Vecy truly yours, 

A private, nonprofit research foundation - Financed by public sp·, ·t d • . 
. - n e c,t,zens -

Dedicated to the solution of the smog problem 
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AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

kirby 

draft - press release 

Dr. Lauren B. Hitchcock announced today he will resign as president 

and managing director of the Air Pollution Foundation next Nov. 15 to return 

to private practice as a management consultant in industrial research and 

development. 

• He said that ;at the request of the Boara of Trustees, fie wilt conttnac 

.J1eruin-g tee Foue:e!tti'l)Yl'-fm-the-next two ye&P.e,,-h.oweyer 1 in a consulting_capacitz, 
/11'1 

In asking to be relieved as head of the independent Foundation, Hitchcock 

reminded the trustees that he had "long been interested primarily in industrial 

research" and had left a private practice in New York City in January 1954, to 

come here at the invitation of the trustees and organize the newly formed Founda-

tion. 

"In my judgement, " he wrote in a letter to Asa Y, GaJ.l, chairman of the 

Foundation executive committee, "the present organization is now capable of 

carrying on along the lines that have been established, and will prove to be an 

increasingly useful instrument in contributing to the solution of the smog problem. 11 

Call said the trustees had decided to accept the resignation "with much 

regret, 11 adding in a letter to Hitchcock that "in view of the fine job you have 

done for the Foundation and for this community, we do not wish to stand in your 

way if you are now convinced that you wish to return to private practice. 11 

(MORE) 



AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

Hitchcock recalled that his assignment had been "to form a competent, 

scientific, fact-finding organization, to set up an objective and badly needed 

research program into the causes and probably remedies for the smog problem, 

to embark vigorously upon such a program, and to provide necessary public 

information and educational services. 11 

He explained: 

11I feel that these goals have now been accomplished, and that the staff 

and programs of the Foundation are now competent and adequate to attain our 

purposes. 

11I would like now to return to private practice if the trustees feel, as 

I do, that they have a competent organization which can continue without me." 

The Foundation was incorporated late in 1953 by industrial, business, and 

educational leaders of Southern California as a nonprofit, scientific research 

organization. Early in 1954 the Foundation began operations, conducting the 

first aerometric survey in the history of air pollution and launch.ing scores of 

basic research projects. In order to conserve both time and money, the 

Foundation has carried out its varied research programs in the best equipped 

laboratories throughout the nation under specific contracts for specific jobs, 

rather than building expensive facilities of its own. 

Call pointed out that Hitchcock had been "called upon to perform a most 

difficult assignment at a time when Los Angeles was understandably alarmed 

and when confusion reigned as to the causes of, and cures for, the smog problem, 

He said that under Hitchcock's guidance, the privately supported 

(MORE} 

2 



AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

Foundation "has a • t d . ssis e materially in resolving many of these differences, 

a nd has helped to focus attention on the major causes, as well as to point 

the way to the development of practical remedies. " 

Before coming to Los Angeles, Hitchcock had spent more than 30 years 

as a chemical engineer, professor, research administrator, and business 

executive. He had served in executive and administrative capacities in 

industrial research and development with the Hooker Electrochemical Company, 

The Quaker Oats Company, and the National Dairy Products Corporation. 

He is the author of 31 technical publications, including important work 

in hydrocarbon chemistry. 

In requesting permission to resign effective Nov. 15, Hitchcock pointed 

out that the Board of Trustees will hold its annual meeting on November 14, 

at which time he will present his third annual president's report. 

' He recomm ded that the trustees at the ame meeting appoint Dr. W. 
~/ v' 

L. Fa· , vice presiden and chief engineer of the Foundation, ks his successor. 
✓ 

### 
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PRESS' RELEASE 

• ' 

Dr. Lauren B. Hitchcock announced late this afternoon 

(Monday, September 24) that he will resign as president and managing 

director of the Air Pollution Foundation next November 15 to return to 

private practice as a management consultant in industrial resear~h and 

development. 
1 ' ....,_ R e-S> u~ "' / 

In ~kMt~ • as head of the independent foundation, 

Hitchcock reminded the trustees that he had "long been interested 

primarily in industrial research" and had left a private pract;,ice in New 

York City in January 1954, to come here at the invitation of the trustees 

and organize the newly formed foundation . 
• I. ' L ' 

"In my judgemen.t, 11 he wrote in a letter to Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, 

Fc,u~U>A-T,oJJ . 
chairman of the ~oard of Trustees, "the present organization is now 

.... ., • i f ..J ... J ' 

capable of carrying on along the lines that have been established 1 and will 
I 

prove to be an increasingly useful instrument in contributing to the solution 

.; 

of the smog problem. 11 

Dr. DuBridge said the trustees.had decided to accept the resigna­

" " 
tion ,i'with much regret, 11 adding in a letter to Hitchcock that "in view of 

l 

the fine job you have done for the foundation and for this community, we do 

not wish to stand in your way if you are now convinced that you wish to 

return to private practice. 11 

DuBridge said that a successor to Dr. Hitchcock will be selected 

by the trustees at a later date. 

(MORE) 



Hitchcock recalled that his assignment had been "to form a 

competent, scientific, fact-finding organization. to set up an objective 

and 'badly needed research progr~m into the causes a~d probable remedies 

for the smog problein, to embark vigoro~sly upon such a program, and to 

• ... j , 1 

provide necessary public information and educational services. 
11 

' [ 

He explained: 

"I feel that these goals' have noV: been accomplished, and that the 

"'. 'i i ,.. i, l r I .., 

staff and programs' of the Foundation are now competent and adequate to 

.l .. f '. ll l ••·- .• ,- t a 
attain our purposes. 

2 

II~ would like· nb~ t~ ;-et~rn to p'ri.;a.te ;~a-:;-ti~e itthe 'tr"u'.";t~es feeli 

r. .• 
as I do;, that they have a competent organization which can continue without 

me. 11 

The foundation was· fn'."corporated late in 1953 by industrial, business, 

,~·'#\- l\f ~ -

and educational leaders of Southern California ci.s a n·o-npr~ofi~ scientific 
. . 

l. c,,. -. 

research organization. 
, ., ' • ~ l J.. 1 • J 

Early in 1954 the foundation began operations 1 con-

-' f • : ' .i,• ,:" ,c; A .,") 

ducting the first aerometric survey in the history of air pollu'tion and launching 

' .I L. 
scores of basic research projects. In order to conserve both time and money, 

the Foundation has carried out its varied research programs in the best 

equipped laboratories throughout the nation under specific contracts for 

specific jobs, rather than building expensive facilities of its own. 

DuBridge 1 who is also president of Caltech, pointed out that 

Hitchcock had been "calle~ upon to perform a most difficult assignment at 

a time when Los Angeles was understandably alarmed and when confusion 

reigned as to the causes of, and cures for, the smog problem. 11 

(MORE) 
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Be said that 
und er Hitchcock's guidance, the privately 

supported foundation "h . 
as assisted materially in resolving many of 

these differences 
' and has helped to focus attention on the major causes, 

as well as t • 0 point the way to the development of practical remedies." 

Before coming to Los Angeles, ·Hitchcock had spent more than 

3o years as a chemical engineer, professor, research administratori and 

business executive. Be had served in executive and administrative capacities 

in industrial research and development with the Hooker Electrochemical 

Company, The Quakd Oa'"f;s Company, and the National Dairy Products 

Corporation. 

He is the author of 31 technical publications, including important 

work in hydrocarbon chemistry. 

In requesting permission to resign effective November 15~ Hitchcock 

pointed out that the Board of Trustees will hold its annual meeting on 

November 14, at which time he will present his third annual president's 

report. 

### 
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September 24, 1956 

Dr. Lauren B. Hitchcock 
President & Managing Director 
Air Pollution Foundation 
704 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles 14, ca1itorn1a 

Dear Dr. Hitchcock: 

The Board ot Trustees or the Air Pollution 
Foundation by action on September 24, 1956, terminated 
your employment aa President and Managing Director 
ot the Foundation. SUch termination is ettective 
November 15, 1956. In accordance w1 th your em­
ployment contra.et with the Air Pollution Foundation, 
dated February 1, 1954 (copy attached hereto), para­
graph 6 thereof, the Board ot Trustees ot the Air 
Pollution Foundation agrees to pay you the aum ot 
$50,000.00 as aeparation c~nsation. This sum 
will be paid to you 1n ten (10) equal semi-annual 
installments in the amount of .5,000.00 each. The 
first installment will be paid on May 15, 1957. 
The Foundation further agrees to eatabliah a reserve 
tund with ap~ropriate administrative authority so 
that continuity and completion ot such.monthly in­
stallments are assured. 

AIR POLLUTION FOUNDATION 

By ...... ...,......_~~=-R--..---t. A. DtiBridge, chairman 
Boa.rd or Trustees 

ACCEP'l'EDr 

tauren B. m:tchcock 

(date) 
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Dr. Laur n Elakoly jitchcock 
Le A.n..,elE 
C li:0rnia 

Dear r. I itchc1ck: 

Tni6 :et· r, when ccept 
for your employment .,•: tl e ,out r 

its Pre ident, as foll0fts: 

f I 

iy cu, il .. l C • :,ut 
itorni~ Air Pol 1 u•ior 

c r:r• r 
.:n tl .,r. 

, c~d • •~u~.-~.· The ter.. 0 H' er•~- , 'Tler.t c0mn.cn •• .... r ... 

::ontinue until Januarv 1., ... ''J'59, unless g nne1 ... e "rat 
r 1 95 ' , 

a.g 

J ~ (se. !')ara 0 r"'p1. '). 

2. ur1 ng the term .., ; f r ~:i.pl0yner:t , 1. I - 1 

x~l ive s rvic s to the ::-oundcition, as its Presijent. ~r per.fan 
;our services you shall b subs.1tCt . 1 i:v the 1 r c ► ~ c J:ltrol .., 
our Board Jf . 1~. tees. It is u1 d ,: • r o:: tliat a.L:.. u.g 'our wcrk !I h • 
9lways t •· ~ xe~ :ve r.1tur~, .:.r precL, ri .. r-
·•in a ror tim. t r i. .e b/ tr-e dr if ru.5te s. 

p_yi:1 nt Hl ~1 
La,. 

;:: your services 

\' 11,; t ., 
f v1ur rrpioynen~ you 11 e en­
d 1. • ~,Jr;pen3at ion 1 to h _ taken at 

f I .. ,. .., ' •~u .... 1 -1:: , t.Le bes in-

currec. ~~ 

hall 

-.. -::, .r -~, ,. Jl e expe.crn cs L -
t ..- ,· 1e1t • tl ~ ··_,l.! .... Jat1.on 

,;,,.,;1, e ,.'1.-s o.Ct ·vi ti.ea • r- V.e fu l 
~ ve J- J, t' on t 1 U e ~mo1~ prob len i: ~ 0s 

A •6 t. e!l 1.t. r, or the act1vi~ i w '),. ~h~ .. ..i.:._._t::..c-, 
may -,c ·ur-c.a J ,. \., t'. ">:.ird .f ,..,r,_atees may 
1~.:, r t +:.e1 mi!1at 1,e .. t. for sc-me c, :- er rE:a8on, 0r for no reason. 
Accordin l:,· it is r,u ;:i~r ed t'1at at a!y ~.me 4'ter ,nnuc1ry), lt:.i55, 
the ,,ar1 t .ru te: ,; r the ·1ur .. ..1t· 1. 1.ay terminut.e 'f>U employment. 
fhi:, c:.r.tract ~'1--ll t reu... ,:,. ~b~ vu...:::L ~ ·i h1ll p ,, .,- 5c C) 1 

~ i J • • as separat 0~ co~pensa~ ; . 

7. J'.t y >J.!" reqt:est t •- ' .. dati'm wiL C'•-L3L.er +} e acq iaitio, 
of u.i. anr .... ttv "0r j ')\; i. f.al • r .t ,:: 'f Jr saL r-- . • ,, . ,., it ~1t1 1•.itu :1, 
~v:-ee,J at. a later --: te ',.,r: acquir .iy1n..iity for you, 1. appropr1nte a !ju,t:.. 
muit 11:il: LI:! .•,ie ~,1 111..c ;1: r/. 

I!' tn 
c eptan::e en 

f ')rep0i:.R: r"e .,t 
.. e enclo ed r- ,p 

. T : "'ebruary --·• ~ ))4 

•- 1 Y>1 r PF'"'V ::., P- c1se i.nd1cat . 
, ,.,t:l spact. }'.,r1Jvi·J~ 1. 

, r •1Pry t. 11 y, 

- __ . ___ ,.....,. __ _ 
, 8 rman o !' the Board 
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l os An,;r, 1 

;,'ebriJ ,r ' • ,., 

. r 

This letter, when accepLea 1.J.~-you, ~,::,_ -- ''Jr•.:,Lltt...1..,L. a 

contract for your employment by the Southern Cali:ornia Alr 

Pollution ~oundation, as its President, as follows: 

1. The term of your employment commenced February 1, 

~~51.;. a., wilJ cc~t·rue untjl .January Jl, 1959, unless sooner 

your exclusive services to the Foundation, as its President. I~ 

performing your services you shall be subject only to the direc­

tion and control of our Board of Trustees. It is understood 

that although your work shall always be of an executive nature, 

your precise duties shall be as determined from t·me to time b\ 

>. ,L t-'aym nt 1. 1 fu1.1 or your services you sh 11 re-

ceive from the Foundation a salary of $50,000 per year, payable 

semi-monthly. 

4. During the continuance of your employment you will 

be entitled to a reasonable annual vacation, with compensation, 
I 

to be taken at such time or times as you may see fit, having 

due regard to the best interests of the Foundation. 

------ :o:---



Dr. La.uren 1·l.ake .... y Hitc,H.:,..;c,, .~ eu:· .... ary .1., 1954 

Page Two -

~- ~ou ~hall ~e :eimourseJ for your reasonable 

exµenses inr.urre-:i in nei::essar'.f r.ravel on behalf of the ?ounda­

tion, an:i t,.e r'oundati0n shall pay your reasonable moving ex­

penses fr,):T, i:ew York to Los Ang;eles. 

The ~o~ndatio~ may not continue its activities 

f.'or ::.he .:uL_ five y8ar ~er.11 oC ,:r:is contract. 

the smog i:,ro:ilem in Los Ange1.es ..::ou:,ty may oe reached earlier, 

or the activities of the ~ou~dation may be curtailed by lack of 

funds. 1.n addition, tt,e r:oard of 'l'rustees may des ire to ter-

minate your emrloymen~ for some other reason, or for no reason. 

Accorctingjy, it:- is mutually agreeci that at any time a.!.'ter Janu­

ar_r 31, l'.J55, the i,oard 0: Trustees of the ?oundation may termin­

ate your empioyment. This contract shall thereupon ceasP and 

the ?oundation shaJ l pay you -Jli50,0.JG as separation co,ni:;ensation. 

7. At your request the foundation will consider the 

acquisjt1on 0f an annuity fo:· you in part. ;:iayment ot' your salary. 

Should i~ be mutually agreed at a later date to acquire an 

ann 1 ity for you, an appropri:H,e adjustment wi'!l be made in yaur 

sa: ary. 

lf the foregoin~ rn~ets with your a~proval, please in­

dicate your acceptance o~ the enclosed c~py in the spac~ provided. 

Yours very truly, 

~ 
~ -), ) ./ / '::, _; -- , 



September 24, 1956 

Dl'. Lauren B. Hitcbaock 
President & Ma.nag1ng Direotor 
Air PolluUon Poundat1on 
704 South Spr1.ng StHet 
Los Angeles 14, Cal1tomu. 

Dear Ir. H1tcbcocki 

Your request tbat your resignat.i@ aa prea1deni 
and nvua~ ns diree.tor be aoceptec:I ottecti ve Nov-1Mlr 
15, 195, ha.a been d1•cusaed with truateea ot the 
Pounda.tion. I should 1.1lc:e to eq on their l;>ehalt 
tnat we acoept your 1'8111gm.~1on with ,auch ftSNt'., 
but 1n view ot •the tine Job 7ou bave done tor the 
Poundat1on and ta th1s eo.aunlty,. we do not wtah 
to atand 1n your wq it 1ou B.l'e now convinced that 
you wub to return to F1,vate praet1oe. 

D.irin& the penod ot nearly three yea.re 1n Whi.oh 
you have built up a e»lendid teobn.1Ca.l and publie 
inf'ol'Jl&tion Ol'Pl'liza.tl.on, and directed it so ettec• 
t1vely t01fUd the tJolutian ot ov IAI08 problem, Jou 
h&ve full.J ~uat1f1ed tht oontidence whioh we plaeed 
1n you. You we.re oalled upon to pertom a moat 
41tt1cult a.aaiSnMnt at a t,1Jae When Loa Angele• waa 
understandably ala""'4 and a.n oflfttuJJ1on reianed aa 
to the oauae• at and eurea tor tbe_amog Pl"Obl•. 
Many aepent• ot the oomm.uniq, held d1tter1na vi.ewe, 
yet we teel that under your suwanoe the J'ounda.tion 
haO uei1ted •ter1all7 1n reao1vtng ma.rq ot tbeee 
ditterenoas, and ha.a beli,ed to tocua attention on 
the maJor cau.ea, aa well aa to pc,int the way to the 
dev•lopaent ol pmo,1oal l"(lllledlea. b Pounda\1on 
ha.a done 1114h to re•toz-e hope tfil' the ultimate solu­
tion ol ~ J>l'Obl•. 

We apee with rou that the orpniza1-1on ia 0011-
petent to continue th1IJ good work, but AN Nluotant 
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to lose the 1>enet1i ot your experience and oounsel. 

We a.re indebted to you to, ,our u,1atanoe and 
a.sure you that the beat w1Bbfle ot the truaMea ot 
the Air Pollution Pound&t1on go with ;rou 1n your 
tutuN work. 

Sinoerely 70\U"e, 

L.A. l>J.Bri.dge, Cba.1nlan 
Board of '.l'ru8tee& 

,._ 
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W. L. FAITH 

Vice President and Chief Engineer 

September 27, 1956 

Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, President 
California Institute of Tecbnology 
1201 E. California Street 
Pasadena 4, California 

Dear Dr. DuBridge: 

I am returning the letter that General George 
of Ramo-Wooldridge sent you on Septemb.er 20, because I 
believe that it would be a good idea if you would talk 
with General George again to determine the size of con­
tribution which he believes would be a fair one for his 
company to make. 

Our selection of a $2,475 miniurum for Ramo­
Wooldridge is based upon what we know about the company. 
It is quite possible that other factors of which we have 
no knowledge are such that a smaller contribution would 
be acceptable. Even if we could get as little as $1,000 
from him, it would be worth a phone call. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
W. L. Fai~ 

WLF:g 
Enc. 

A private, nonprofit research foundation - Financed by public-spirited citizens -
Dedicated to the solution of the smog problem 



J 

October 1, 1956 

Mr. Asa. Call 
Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company 
52-8 West Sixth S't:reet 
Los Angeles 55, Calif'omia 

Dear Asa: 

At my request,· Dr. Faith has drafted a proposed letter 
of appointment of him as director of the Air Pollution 
Foundation.. '.l'he general tams were dis-cussed in conver­
sation, but the .-cute drafting of the·letter was done 
by Dr. Faith. 

·, • .l 

c, ,• - "" 

I should appreciate it U you would_examine this letter 
and give me any comments which may occur to you. I have 
the original copy·which I nil l'iltain and sign when and if 
we obtain approval of the other members of the Executive 
Committee. • . ' ~0' •• ·, 

Enclosure 

... 

L/1.J;l: il 

I 
Sincerely, 

L. A. DuBridge. 

• I 
• 



• 

Mr. Clark Galloway, Manager 
Southam California District 
Califomia State Chamber or Commerce 
1000 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 17, Califomia 

Dear Mr. Galloway: 

Deceaber 10, 1956 

I am returning the tra.nacript of iq remarks at the air pollu­
'tiion IJ11POSium. wit.h a tn Id.nor 00rreo\ion1 or improvements 
noted 1n pencil. I lllUBt congratulate the secretary who 
transcr:1~ this materia.l f,roa the. tape, tor tt is 1n far 
better shape than normal tape transcri.ptione ueually are. 

Unf'ort.unately, I did not reduce .., introduction ot Lauren 
H1tchoock to writing and ,indeed 'I did not awn have an:, not.ea. 
I have triecl to reconstruct on the attached sheet, bowenr, a 
brlet dice■\ ot rq 1ntroduatory statuctnt. I hope thia vUl 
serve your purpose. 

lnclosurea • 2 

LAD:il 

Ver, truly yours, 

L. A. DISBl'id.ge 



Introduction of Dr. Lauren B. Hitchoook 
by L. A. DuBridge 
Air Pollution Symposium 
November 141 1956 

Two and a half years ago the Air Pollution Foundation vu 

organized as a private, mnprofit corporation to cany on research 

and development 1() rk aimed at the efficient and prompt reduction ot 

air pollution in the Loe Angeles area. This Foundation searched the 

country to find the proper man competent to • head this organisation. 

We sought a man with practical experience in irlduetrial reae&J"ch and 

with a history of adJlinistrative ·ability. We found him in New York 

and were fortunate to have persuaded him to come to Los Angeles. 

During these put two years he has built the Air Pollution 

FolD'ldation into a top-notch operating organisation. Ha has attracted 

tirsi.;.rate mmbers of the staff. Ha has initiated a comprehensive 

program of research and, as a re1ult, the work of the Foundation bu 

added greatly to our understanding ot the Lo8 Angeles smog problem. 

It is a natter of great regret that Dr. Hitchoock is temin­

ating his service· with the Foundation to return to induatrial 

reH&J"ch. The people of the IDs Angeles area will always ove him, 

however, a great debt of gratitude for the important contribution 

be has •de to our most difficult problem. I take pleuure in 

preNnting to you the President and Managing Director of the Air 

Pollution Foundation, Dr. Lauren B. Hitchcock. 
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