
DEED OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT
FOR NORTH STAR PRESERVE.

THIS DEED CONTAINS RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPERTY
WHICH ARE INTENDED TO PROTECT ITS OPEN SPACE VALUES.

THIS DEED OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT is made this %“¢C day opt lem, by the
Board of County Commissioners of Fitkin County, Colorado,  polcal subdivision home rile counof the
Steof Colorado (be “Grantor, andth Aspen Valley Land Tris (Grane).

Recitals

A. Grantor is the soe owner in fe simple of spproxmately one hundred seve ive acres of
cin rel property in Pikin County, Colada, more pastel. described in th. aached EX A and
{ncorporstedperiby hs eernce (he “Property, commonly knownas the North Sar Preserve

B. The Propeny possesses natn, scenic, habia, wife, rcrcatonl and open space values
(collectively, “Conservation Values")ofgrea importance fo Grantor, Grane, te People of Pitkin County and he
people ofthe Sseof Colorado, which re worthy of protection ala more parcial specie i he North Sar
Notre Preserve 2000 Resource Management lan, adopted by the Grantor on July 26. 2000 (he “Management
Plan” (Exhibit), which is incorporated herein and is on file at the offices ofthe Grantee.

The spcifc Conservation Valuesofthe Property have been documented in the Management
Plan, which includes reports, maps. photograph, and other documentation ha the parties agre provides,
Collectivelya aceurt representation ofh Property th tmofhi grant and whic  iended oscve ss an
Ghecie formation baseline for monioting sompince ih the terms of this ran. It is icipated that the
Conservation Valuesmaychangeusth Propertyisenhancedand restored, and hat suchchangeswill be reflected n
mendesoth Manageme la.

D. Grantor intends that the Conservation Values of the Property be preserved and mainaned
forever through consent land we pens intuding, without imation, ho us. cxising i the im ofthis
Enscmnt grantwhichdonot sgnfcantly impale o ner wil those vals, 1 te tenon of the partes hat
hc Management Plan may be modified nthe futureasnecessary 0preservetheccologyandbilogca divers of
{he Property a described in the Managemen ln, including, modifications ta are mor resuictive in tems of
uli de han he ass permed in the Manageme Plan, but that the permit uses shll be lite to the ypes
End lve of uset orth nthe Management Plan andspecifically incorporated below.

E. Grantor further intends t0 convey to Grae the ight to preserve and prose the Conservation
Valuesof ihePrope n perpetuity,

F. Grantor, Pitkin Couny, is oll subdivision ofthe Sue of Colorado

Grane agrees t honor the Grantors sited introns and to preserve and protect in perptty
the Conservation Valuggoffhe Property for thebene bs generation gd the generations to come.

Agreapdat

WN CONSIDERATION of the mutual covenants, terms, conditions, and restrictions contained in this
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Easement and pursuant to the laws of the State of Colorado, in particular CRS. § 38-30.5-101, ef seq. Grantor
voluntarily grants and conveys to Grane, ts successors and assigns, a Conservation Easement in perpetuity over
the Propertyofthe nature,characterand extent set forth below ("Easement").

I. Purpose. It is the essential purpose of this Conservation Easement to preserve and protect, in
perpetuity,the natural, ecological, wildlife habitat, scenic, open space, recreational and aesthetic features and values
ofthe Property. In furtheranceofthe forgoing, this Conservation Easement i intended to establish permitted uses
ofthe Property whichareconsistent with the purposesofthe ConservationEasementand to prevent any useofthe
Propertythatwill significantly impair or interfere with the Conservation Valuesofthe Property. Grantor intends that
this Easement will confine the useofthe Property to those activities consistent with the purposeofthis Easement

2 Rights andObligationsofGrantee. To accomplish the purposeof this Easement, the following
rights are conveyed by Grantor to Grantee:

a To preserve and protect, or to compel Grantor to preserve and protect in perpetuity the
Conservation Values of the Property, and in the event of their degradation, to compel the restoration of the
Conservation Values. In the event such restoration is required, the standardofsuch restorationshllbe o restore, to
the greatest extent possible, the features constituting the Conservation Values to the same condition in which they
existed prior to their material degradation or destruction.

b. To enter upon the Property to monitor at reasonable times to inspect the property and
monitor the Grantors compliance with and otherwise enforce the termsoftis Easement; andasmay be reasonably
necessaryto exercise the righs granted in this Conservation Easement and to enforce it tems

To prevent or compel the Grantor to prevent any activity or use of the Property
inconsistent with the purposeofthis Easement or that may reasonably expected to have a material adverse effect on
the conservation values, and to require the restoration by Grantoro other responsible artyofany damaged areas or
featuresofthe Property resulting from any inconsistent activity or use.

4. To recommend modifications to the Management Plan for the Property to accommodate
Grantor's permitted uses as well as provide for measures to enhance or protect the abita, siream, wetlands or
riparian viability or other natural featuresofthe Property, and to veto any future change in the Management Plan
which would allow for a level ofuse that may threaten the Conservation Valuesofthe Property.

©. To place signs on the Property, at Grantor's expense, visible 0 the public at the wildlife
viewing platform identified in the Management Plan, identifying Grantee and its rol in conserving the Property.
Such signs shall be designed by Grantee and presented to Grantor for approvalof design and size, which approval
shall not be unreasonably withheldo delayed.

3. Baline Documentation. A collection of baseline data on the Conservation Values of the
Property and its resources (the “Baseline Documentation”) has been included in sections 1.02, 1.03, 1.04 and 1.05 of

the ManagementPlan. Thedata andexplanatory text, photographs and mapstobe assembledinthe Baseline
Documentation shal be deemed to provideanaccurate representation ofth condition ofthe Property at the time of
his gran, and the parties acknowledge that the Bescline Documentation will serve as an objective information
baseline for monitoring compliance with th termsofthis Conservation Easement.

“Thepartes agreethatintheevent that acontroversy arises withrespect 1 thenatureandextentofthe
ilogialo physical conditionofthe Proper. the partie shal ot be rod fom tiling oll ater elcvant ox
materfal document, surveys, reports,andother informationtoasst i the resolution ofthe controversy in addition
tothe Baseline Documentation

4. ProhibitedUses. Any activity or use of the Property inconsistent with the purpose of this

remeron WAM==Page: 2 of 43
09/11/2002 01:13SILER CANIS PITREN COTY GO Roo 000



Easement s prohibited; provided that nothing contained herein shall prevent Grantor from engaging inanyactivity
on the Property reasonably required underth environmental laws, whether federal, sao local including but nok
fimited to. laws governing the regulation and remediation of environmental contaminants, toxic maerials oF
hazardous wastes. Without limiting. this general prohibition, the following activities and uses are expressly
probibitedas indicated:

a NewSuturesandImprovemenis. Construction and placementofnew buildings and
other structuresno specifically permitiedin this Easement

b. Subdivision. Any division or subdivisionof tie to the Property, whetherby physical or
legal process.

._ PavingandRoadandTrail Construction. The constuction ofanyroad onthePropertyorthe
covering of any portion of the Property with concrete, asphalt o any other paving material without the advance
wien permission ofthe Grante, nd onlyifGranie determines tha he propased paving, construction, or location
ofany road or trail will not substantially diminish or impair the Conservation Values of the Property or is not
otherwise inconsistent with this Easement. This prohibition docs notapply othe existingEastofAspen Trail.

d. CommercialorIndustrial Activity. All commercial or industrial usesofthe Property are
prohibited, except a specifically permitted inthe Management Plan.

¢. PublicUse.Public useofthe entire Property area westofthe Roaring Fork River is
prohibited, except for authorized Pikin County personnel, voluneers, or others conducting resarch, monitoring or
Management authorized by Grantor. Public usc of the Property area castofthe Roaring Fork River, whether
commercialo recreational.isprohibited exceptasspecifically permited intheManagement Plan.

. Mining. The surface or subsurface exploration, mining or extractionofsoil, sand, gravel, rock, oil
naturagas,coal feloranyothermineral substanceonorbelow the Propertys prohibited.

g.TopographicalChanges. No excavating, grading cut and fil, berming or other similar material
topographical changes shall occur on the Property. except as reasonably necessary in connection with the
construction, enlargement, or reconstruction of improvements and rosds. permited hereunder, of necessary for
Streambank restoration; provided however, ha the Grantor may, wih the prio writen approvalof Graniee make.
Such other topographical changes as are consistent with and reasonably necessary 10 preserve and protect the
Conservation Valuesofthe Propertyort cary out the Management Plan.

h. SignsandBillboards. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2(¢) above, no commercial signs,
billboards, awnings,oradvertisements shall be displayedoplacedonthe Property.

i. Vegetation, The removal, destruction,spraying or cuting of native vegetation or imber, except a5
permitted in this Conservation Easement. Trees may be cut o control insects and disease, (0 control invasive non-
Rative species, and to prevent personal injury and property damage. Dead fees may also be cu for firewood and
othrusesonthePropet. Commercial timber harvesting onthe Propertyshall be prohibited.

J Trash. The dumping o other disposalofrefuse, garbage, or otherunsightly or offensive material. There
shall be no outside sorage of any trash or garbage on the Property, unless it is contained within individual bear
proofcontainers which meet North American Bear Society, Colorado Division of WidIfe, or United Sates National
Park Services specifications. The dumping or uncontained accumulation of any kind of trash or refuse on the,
Propertyisprobfbited. Grantor shall promply removeany rashorrefusefromtheProperty.
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©. Non-NativeSpecies. The introductionof non-native plant or animal species is prohibited. No dogsEL rtpkp
Pp. MotorizedVehicles. No motorized vehicles, including recreational vehicles such as motorcycles andts TR Fnnnbayi
q. Water Rights. Grantor shall retain and reserve the right to use water rights sufficient to maintain andpeSSE,CrltdeBe eda coinVisof PoyFspricier
Ltn. ongenFog.
5. OtherProhibitedUses.Anyotheruses prohibited bythe ManagementPlan,asitmaybeamendedfrom

s. ReservedRightsandPermittedUses. Grantor reserves to itself, its successors and assigns, allro cgSTL 1 mid Sr enfl fonnn eeCEGEER no rey ml tTraThmcs
 remtintnosinof ci mais Pes,
Cpe toefser fr stedmeen ofSfptt ofoyetlndeyera PeTT
interference with wildlife in accordance with Colorado Division of Wildlife standards;
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4 any emergency activity necessitated by virtue of fir, flood,actof God or otherclement or cause
beyond the controlofGrantor.

© The following improvements are permiticd:

improvements and maintenance forthe East ofAspen trail
2 Interpretive displays and signs and boardvalks along the access corridors
3An ADA compliantviewingstand with interpretive signs at he existing parking lot in

the location shown on Exhibit A.
“4.Improvements and maintenanceofexisting parkingareas as depicted on Exhibit A,

Interpretive signs and signs displaying regulations along the East of Aspen Trail and
along property boundaries

6. Gates to regulate access
7. River bed and river bank stabilization and restoration to reduce erosion and promote.

fish habitat.

1. Any use specifically permitted in the Management Plan,a it may be amended from time to time.

6. NoticeofIntentiontoUndertake_PermitiedActions. Except with respect 0emergency activites,
the recreational and commercial public uses permitied, and other activities specifically described in the Management
Plan, Grantor shall notify Grantee prior to undertaking permitted. activities 10 afford Grantce an opportunity 0
ensure that the activities ae carried out in @ manner consistent with the purposesofthis Easement. Whenever notice:
a required,Grantor shall notify Grantee in writing not lss than thirty (30) daysprior 10 the date Grantor intends to
undertake the activity. Notice shall describe the nature, scope, design, location,timetable,and any other information
material to the proposed activity in sufficient detail to. perit Grantee to make an informed judgment of ts
Consistency with the purposesofthis Easement. The parties may satisfy this notice requirement in full or in part in
their Management Plan. Notices shall be sen by registered or certified mail 1 the addresses set forth below, oF such
other address a the partics designate in writing.

7. Grantee'sApproval. Where Grantee's approval is required, Grantee must grant approval or
withhold approval in writing within thirty (30) daysofreceiptofGrantor's writen request, Grantee's approval may.
be withheld only upon a reasonable determination that the action as proposed would be inconsistent with the
purposes of this Easement. Any writen denialofapproval to undertake an activity shall specifically describe the
Teasons such approval is withheld, including a specific listing of the purposes of this Easement with which the
proposed activity is inconsistent.

8. ManagementPlan.The Property shallbeoperatedand managedbyGrantorinaccordancewith
the Management Plan. The Management Plan shall be updated by Grantor no less than once every five(s) years.
As further provided in paragraph 2(d), Grantee may participate in any North Star Users Group meetings and may
recommendchangesto the ManagementPlan. Noamendmentsorchangestothe ManagementPlanmayincreasethe
type or intensity of recreational, commercial, or public use beyond what is specificd in the existing Management
Plan.

9. Enforcement. Grantee shall have th right o prevent or comet of require Grantor 0 preven or
correctofviolationsofthe terms and purposes of his Easement. Grantee may cnicr and inspect the Property for
Violations. IfGrantee finds what it believes is a violation, Grantee shal immediately notify Grantor in writing ofthe
nature ofthe alleged violation. Upon receiptof this writen notice, Grantor mst cher (a) restore the Property o is
Condition that existed prior to the violation, or (b) provide Grantee a written explanation of the reason the alleged
Violation should be permitted or is not a violation of this Easement.If the Grantor offrs justification for permitting
the alleged violation or alleges that no violation exist, all parties agree (0 meet as soon as possible 0 resolve this
difference. 1f a resolution cannot be achieved at the meeting, bothpartisagree to meet with a mutually acceplable
mediator to attempt resolution. When Grantee determines an ongoing or imminent violation could. ieversibly
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1. Grantee's Discretion. Enforcement of the terms of this Easement shall be at the discretion ofhEEre
13. ActsBeyondGrantor'sControl. No event shall be construed to entitle Grantee to bring any action.
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Granteetoexercise physicalormanagerial controlofthedaytoday operationsoftheProperty,or ofanyofthe

Grantor's activities on theProperty, orotherwisebecomeanoperatorwith respecttothePropertywithintheRnLLAra
wonsr a Er Sy SEwn onro we
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18. Amendment. ThefactthatanyuseofthePropertythatisexpresslyprohibitedbythiscE,2 1 1 AIETFE Te i LE PLI ReaEE aeCSLTT
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19. [Etinguishment. If the purpose of this Easement becomes impossible to accomplish, thispa FL,8 ESwd Se
20. Grantee'sAssignment.ThisEasementistransferable,withtheconsentofGrantor,whichshall noteg SEISDrpr ee
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21 ‘Subsequent GrantorTransfers. Grantoragreesto incorporate the terms ofthis Easementinto any.
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2. Condemnation. Inthe eventofcondemnationofalloranyportionoftheProperty, any
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2. General Provisions.

a ControllingLaw. Theinterpretationand performanceofthis Easement shall be governed
erstenSorSHEE

b. Liberal Construction. This Easement shall be liberally construed to effect the purposeofse Fr neeC,To Selbe rlydotememdeposdeoCRS evSomerennteion,
HR—mtn op SEA 1 rinofl Emer 1 splnien to erimi
d. Entire Agreement.ThisDeed ofConservationEasementsets forth the entireagreement

of thepartieswithrespecttotheEasementandsupersedesallpriordiscussions,negotiations,understandingsor
‘agreementsrelatingtothe Easement,allofwhichare mergedinthisEasement.

© No_Forfeiture. Nothing contained herein will result in a forfeiture or reversion of

oesorcommanossssowe-res [J ar2165
WARMHIN 2 0



Grantors te in any respect,
f ‘Successors. The covenants, terms, conditions, and restrictions of this Easement shall be

inding upon. andur0se bens of he pres ahd hi spective sessors 4nd Sg. This Essent shal
Comin senile rnding i perptity with he Property

© Teminsionof Righs andObligations A pays rights and obligations under this
Fasmen terminate upon Frof pays net nt Easement or Property, expt that Tabiforot
omisionscecumin prior to astr shall uve str

h. Captions The capions in hs DeedofConservation Essement have been inserted solely
for convenience of reference are no & pa of the Easement and hav no ff spon 1 conseton or
negra.

© Amcadman, Should an amendment 1 or mificaton of this Easement become
appropriate,Grater andGrease ee 1 onlyamen this document.Anyamendmentmistbewrite, signed

ates nd ranororthirsucesso ofssp, and recordedin th records ofthe kin Couey Clk and
Recorder

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD by Grants successors, and assigns forever. Grantor and Grane have
excoted hisDeedofConservation Easementothday aad yearwriten above.
FOR THE GRANTOR
vue ofB02

ATTEST: ) BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
P | GF PTKIN COUNTY, COLORADO

ye , Sets 7riele rile “5 Ii-Clan
Jeane Tons ’ Ft KeyClarper, Olirerson
Depoty lek J Due C38

sateor Olokare
PT gw

comnrv oF Prokens  ) I.

he gos nnssostones 8 oor alten fH
PaiKey Clapper the Craitpson ofthe Pitkin County Board ofCounty Commisihers 23

Witness myhandand official sa. fat
My commission expires: | 2-01-2008 he, [efSI

Naw poi ~pple K.Lean Coca

APPROVEDASTOFORM: ,
— HA (He

Tona itary Smit] =
County County Manbder

{
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DaleWil.(ll —
OpenSpaceandTrails Program

GRANTEE
Aspen Valley Lapd OTecorporation

2(4fea figanCoch, Exceiive Director
Aspen VallyLand Trust
mores»

; )ss.
COUNTY OF Bufiofd > y

TheforegoinginstrumentwasacknowledgedJ dayof usl 2002by
Martha Cocrn, he Executive. DjgTpRe Aspen Valley Land Ts

Winessmyband anf) ari) \
Mycommision gl? uF fu

Nn a
3Re )

COMMISSION EXPIRES:
w ‘OCTOBER 27,2004
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3 EXHIBITA
NEIL
8 =8e lots 9, 10, 11 and 16, and part of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 15, 18, 19, 20 and18782 28 tn Section 20; and part of Lots 12 and 13 in Section 17, Tomship 10 Souths
IS $5 Range B84 West of the 6th Principal Meridian, all being described as follows:

dg
S==8 Besioning at a point on the festerly right of way line of Colorado fighuay No.= 52 whence the Southuest corner of said Section 17 bears South 6102815 Heat= 2118.63 feet;Ei Creve 0155 font along sutd westerly ight of vay and the are of curve to== the right having 3 radius of 543.00 feet, the chord of which bears South 48°12°16"I= Fase 0.56 feet;
S==0 thence South 47°42'00" Fast 301.50 feet along said R.0.H.;==: thence 221.60 foo along said R.0.H. and the are of a curve to the right having=F a radius of 256,50 feat;
===: thence South 01°48'00" Vest 124.90 feet along said R.0.W.;S==F hence 201.36 foot along said R10.W. and the are of & curve to the left having=; radius of 603.00 feet:

% thence South 21°08'00" East 120.10 feet along said R.0.V.;E=5F thence 335.03 feet slong satd R.0.M. and the arc of 4 curve to the left havingS= o radius of 603,00 fectsthence South 5295800" Fast 611.00 feet along said R.0.H.;thence 199.14 feet along said R.0.W. and the arc of a curve to the right havinga radius of 256.50 feet:
thence South 08°29'00" East 501.40 feet along said R.0.W.;thence 280.53 feet along said R.0.W. and the arc of & curve to the left havinga radius of 316.50 feet:
thence South 59°16'00" East 144.50 feet along said R.0.W.;thence 316.85 feet along said R.0.. and the arc of a curve to the right havinga radius of 543.00 feat:
thence South 25°50'00" East 190.10 feet along said R.0.W.;thence 281.31 feet along said R.0.W. and the arc of a curve to the right havinga radius of 543.00 feat;
thence South 03°51'00" East 5.60 feet along said R.0.4.;thence 85.42 feet along said R.0.W. and the arc of a curve to the left havinga radius of 412.00 feet, the chord of which bears South 02°05'21" East 85.26feet;
thence departing sald R.0.W. South 41°30'06" test 406.77 feet;thence South 43946105 Vest 69.24 feet:
thence South 71°00'33" West 1506.59 feet;thence South 87°59'50" West 516.99 feet to the point of intersection with thewesterly boundary Line of Lot 28 said section 20;
thence North 00°01'08" West 382.70 feet along said Westerly boundary line andthe Westerly Boundary of Lot 18thence South 89°58'45" Nest 201.30 feet along the Southerly boundary line ofLot 10 said section 20;
thence Norch 0001702" East 1104.94 fect along the Westerly boundary line ofsaid Lot 10;
thence South 89°59'40" West 1119.14 feet along the Southerly boundary line ofLot 9 said Section 20;
thence North 00°00'24" Fast 872.07 feet along che Westerly boundaries of Lot

. S$ and Lot 5 said Section 20;
thence North 58018106" Fast 987.24 fect:thence North 11°36'32" West 215.67 fact)
thence North 31°10'32" East 851.60 feet to the point of beginning.

County of Pitkin, State of Colorado.
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NORTH STAR NATURE PRESERVE 2000 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
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SECTION I vin sts rent canes Raaose
Land Ec

“The land cibic simply enlages the boundariesof he communitytoinclude soils, waters, pleats, ndanimals,or ollcavely: he land.
“This sounds simple: dowenotaieady singour love foeand obligationtothelandof the fice aad thehomeofthe brave? Yes, but just what and whom dowelove? Cetsinly not the od, which we sre sending.helt skelce downriver, Cetinly not the water, which we assume have nofunction except to tum turbines,float barges, and caryoffsewage.Certainlyno theplant, ofwhichwe exterminate whale communitieswithout batinga eye. Cerinlynotthenil,ofwhichwehave ised excipated anyofthe gest sndmostbeautifulspecies. A land ethicof course cannot preveat heiteration mansgemen, and useof ese“resources, but it docs afcthei ight 0continued existence, and, at least in spor, hes continuedexistencein anaturastat. Leopold, Aldo:ASandCounty Almanac,and Sketches Here and There, 145,‘Oxford University Press, New York, 197, pg. 20.

1.01 FOREWORD

‘The North Star Nature Preserve is a unique and valuable tractof open space in Pitkin Countywhere development and recreation pressures threaten the integrity of the natural environment‘Although the original intent for the acquisitionofNorth Star was for both passive recreation andwildlife habitat protection’, public lands available for recreation are quite abundant in theRoaring Fork Valley whereas clk migration corridors and other critical wildlife habitats protectedat North Star are being lost at an unprecedented rate.
“This plan is the productofmany BOCC meetings and the undaunted effortsof the North StarUsers Group who worked diligently over the 6 months preceding the adoption of this plan.Although the members of the Users Group came into the User Group meetings with a variety ofopinions and special interests, we found that there were far more topics of agreement thandissent.

“The intent of this plan is to provide a basis for the long term management of the North StarNature Preserve that balances protection of the ecosystem processes that supp ort the biologicaldiversity within the Preserve with compatible recreational and educational uses.
LOL0I Background

In 1966, the Aspen Area General Plan was adopted allowing construction of up to 1500houses on the North Star Ranch plus some recreational and commercial developmentDevelopment of this magnitude was rejected by the landowner, James Smith , who, in 1973,submitted an application for a 350 residence PUD. This application was denied by the PitkinCounty BOCC in ts initial form and had not bec resubmitted when, in 1974, a general Countyrezoning took place. Consequently, North Star Ranch was rezoned to AF-1 reducing thedevelopment pot ential of the property to 36 units. The primary intent and effect of AF(Agriculture-Forestry) zoning was to reduce building potential to maintain the County's rural

"The Pitkin County BOCC Resolution (77-105) exempting Nort Star Ranch from subdivision, the Board, . hasdetermined tar (a) thepare] to be conveyed wil be devoted to rl, shin, picnicking, kaya and Ike ecrcionuses as wel as wildlife preservation...”
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atmosphere. This led to conversations between Mir. Smith and members of the Pitkin Court
ep ssociation (PCPA) concerning the possibility of converting part of the Ranch to Open
Space. Negotiations with the PCPA and theAspen -Pitkin Planning Deparment led to the
Section ofa 175 acre parcel within the Ranch and an appraisal of that parcel in 1977. The
Planning Department then took the lead in the acquisition process with the application ofa
£0/50 matching grant of $575,000 from the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund,
ministered through the Colorado Division of Parks and Recreation for the Federal Bureau of
door Recreation. When it was learned that this money would not be available in 1977, The
Nature Conservancy (TNC) was contacted.

INC was familiar with the property and was anxious to assist in the County's acquisition.
Jon Mulford, TNC's local representative, rencgot ated the purchase price 0 include a gift valued
205275,000 from three generations of the Smith family. In November 1977, TNC took tile to

8 175 acre of the North Star Ranch. In December 1978, Pitkin County took ile from TNC, In
23 the meantime, fim promise of Land and Water Conservation funds was made but he moots

1p 358 had shrunk to $75,000 caving the County withthe major funding burden. to be born primarily
8282 1) Paymentin-Licu-or-Taxes (PILT) monies from the Federal Government, While this brief

N 3° outlineof the acquisition process only touches on a complex series of negotiations, it does serve

S85 co llusrate the many pressures and priciis that have bee brought to bear on the property. In
£2 Jiition, some consistent concepts were emphasized in most of the communiqués between the

£===2 participating parties. Letters from Jon Mulford, attomey representing TNC, Bill Kane,

==: {enpitkin Planning Director, Sydney Macy, TNC Colorado Field Office Director, and lames

E=" Smit, Owner of The North Sar Ranch, nphasized that the driving force behind the transfer of
== ou Str fiom privat to public ownership was the protection of widife habitat snd open
== pace. Ina later to the Pitkin County Planning and Zoning Commission dated July 18, 1954,
==8 Sydney Macy wrote,
=:=: “The intent of theacquisition, which i in keeping with The Nature Conservancy's objectiveof
=: serving aural aveas, was that North Str Ranchbe managedas a natural areafo scientific
Bm pa on

== contention tha this land, if acquired, would presen the prospect of an clk refuge in perpetuity”.

E==° Additonal, reconcomespon dence rom Morgan Smith, son of James Smith, ates hat,

—_— this donation [the $275,000 Smithfamily donation]... was intended io kp the land in
open space andor the purposesof wilde. Whether this is reflected in whatever
neuen may existfrom the time ofthe donation, we never would have made the
Gomation i there had been discussionof commercial usages [sic]. In addition it was
ays our hope tha his donation might serve as an example to others who are
interested in preserving land and protecting wildife.”

The North Star Nature Preserve is currently designated as Pitkin County Open Space. As
such, all rules and regulations specified in Pitkin County Resolution 25-93 apply to North Star.
Currently, North Star is being considered by the BOCC for inclusion into the Pitkin County
‘Open Space and Trails Program.

The information herein i largely based on the Design Workshop produced North Star Nature
Preserve Resource Management Plan, 1989 which in turn was a compilation of previous studies
and plans which included: Pitkin. County BOCC Resolutions 77-98 and 77-105, 19775
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Environmental Assessment for North Star Ranch Open Space Acquisition Application, 1977;
North Star Nature Preserve Master Plan Drafi, 197%; Vegetation Inventory, 1981; and The
Roaring Fork East Neighborhood Master Plan, 1985. Ecological Monitoring of North Star has
been conducted constantly since 1995 by the Aspen Center for Environmental Studies (ACES)
North Star Committee and Roaring Fork Watershed Coalition in conjunction with Dr. John
Emerick, Colorado School of Mines. This monitoring was funded in large part by Pitkin County.
Resulting data provided a strong ecological basis for the strategies within thi s plan.

1.01.02 The Present

The foundation of this management plan is ccology and conservation biology. The
conservation imperative at North Star is to preserve a mosaic of high quality native ecological
communities that support a high levelof biolog ical diversity. The current composition of the
current vegetational mosaic at North Star was largely shaped by human intervention. Future
‘management will instead focus on passive actions that assis the natural ecosystem processes that

5 control the representationofdifferent vegetational communities and hydrological regimes

23 North Star Preserve is a unique 175 acre tract of open space land about 1 % miles east of
0558 Aspen, Colorado. The topography contrasts sharply with regional landforms as the Preserve is a
© BH relatively flat bottomland surrounded by the steep mountain slopes of Richmond Hill/Bell

32° Mountain and Smuggler Mountain. The landform is a result of modification during periods of
Si: glaciation of the Pleistocene Epoch. A terminal moraine at the north end of the North Star

$ Preserve created a glacial lake which filled with stream deposited materials, before the river
==. broke through the morainal dam. As a resull, two soil types are present: Agrolls in the
===" botoniands along the river, and an unnamed peaty loam on alluvial fans at the base of
B= Richmond HillBell Mountain

= North Star's vegetation is influenced by the climate near Aspen which is continental in
==° character and subject to suddenextremetemperature changes. Only June through September are
===.  wam enough to foster growth. The Preserve is usually snow covered from November through
= March

fosmt] Until 30 years ago most of the Preserve was dominated by the willow riparian vegetational
==: community (or cam), and occasional islandsofcottonwoods and blue spruce. Thereafter it was
== managed asa ranch for hay and grazing and became pastoral in character. Presently, ten distinct
==: vegetational communities occur at North Star: mixed conifer forest, aspen forest, cottonwood
==: riparian, willow riparian, oak-serviceberry shrubland, dry meadow, mesic hayfields, wet

‘meadow, emergent sedge wetland, and open water (Hickey and Emerick 2000).

In 1977, the land was acquired by the Nature Conservancy and transferred to Pitkin County
in 1978. From 1984 unil the Spring of 1999, North Star was managed by the Aspen Center for
Environmental Studies (ACES) and is now being managed by Pitkin County.

“The North Star Nature Preserve is a valuable resource to Pitkin County and the Cityof Aspen
for many reasons, including:

+ asa sanctuary for wildiife
+ asa public amenity for quiet recreation, including fishing, canocing, and nature.

appreciation
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. asa visual resource ona scenic highway entering Aspen
© avital area for clean air and water quality
© asa living classroom for environmental education
© usa deep underground aquifer, the North Star Nature Preserve sustains the healthofthe

Roaring Fork River
+ flood abatement in wet years and river recharge in dry years

Intensive economic pressure in and around Aspen has created a strong need to ensure that
North Star is maintained as a nature preserve in perpetuity. An additional 60 acres of land have
been acquired by ACES but is separated from North Star by private property. Both recreation
and residential development threaten the ecological integrityofthe Nature Preserve.

The following recommendations have been developed in order to manage the Nature
Preserve as a nature sanctuary and public amenity, in the context of the Roaring Fork Valley.

8
© 33g 1.02 CONCEPTS

2282 The objectives for managing North Star have evolved through the aims of the Nawre
R427 Comervancy, the conditions of sale by James IH. Smith, Pitkin Councy, Roaring Fork East
S #8 Neighborhood Master Plan, and Aspen Center for Environmental Studics. The foundationofthis
===% management plan is ccology and conservation biology and the conservation imperative at North

=== Siar 0 preserve 0 mosaic of high quality atv ecological communities that suppor high
==" \ovel of biological diversity. Although the composition of the current vegetational mosaic at
== North Star was largely dictated by human imervention future management will focus on
== anagement actions that assist the natural cosystem processes that support the represen tation of
==; North Star's vegetational communities and hydrological regimes
=:S50 onh Star provides wmendous bene to bot the logy and the pop of the pper Roaring
= rokvaley
=:
=. 10201 Ecoroor

= Ecological studies and inventories conducted at North Star have revealed that North Star
S=" supports a high level of biological diversity: 17 species of small mammals (e.g, mice, voles,
===5, ws, squinels); at least 107 species of bids, more than 60 of which are like to breed at North

Star (including 4 USS. Forest Service Designated “Sensitive” species); 13 medium to large
mammals (c.8, elk, coyote, black bear, bobcat); 3 species of amphibian (including the boreal
toad which is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered Specics Act “Candidate” species);
and one reptile species (common garter snake).

Included within the birds are at Icast 6 species that nest on the ground. These species arc
especially sensitive to human recreational disturbance and will abandon a nest after repetitive
Gistorbance (Tremblay and Ellison 1979); (Jeffrey 1987); (Yalden and Yalden 1990); (Hockin ct
al 1992); (Watson et al. 1996)). When flushed from a nest by human activity the young or cggs
re exposed to weather and are vulnerable to predators such as ravens, raccoons, and foxes. As
ell, young birds require almost continuous feeding and may become weakened and die if the
aduls are otherwise occupied. Even if humans are careful, it is easy 10 stcp on cggs or chicks.
The erypic eggs of killdecrs and vesper sparrows blend in with the surrounding ground or
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vegetation. Killdeer nests are little more than a few sticks and stones and are very difficult to see.
Nesting ducks will stay away for as long as humans are in close proximity. This can lead to death
of the eggs duc to excessive cooling or exposure to. the sun. More frequently, it leads to nest
‘sbandonment or destructionof the nest by magpies or other predators.

Ofparticular conservation interest at North Star is @ Great Blue Heron colony. It s estimated
hat there are only 63 Great Blue Heron colonies in the entire state of Colorado and the North
Star colony is thought to be one of just a few occurring over 8000 feet in elevation and is the
oly one occurring in blue spruce trees (most occur in cottonwoods ). In other words, the North
Star Great Blue Heron colony is quite unique and ecologically significant. The presence ofthis
colony has important management implications. Research has resulted in a recommend a
minimum 200 meter buffer zone from the periphery of colonies in which no human activity
Should take place during courtship and nesting seasons (Vos et al. 1985); (Miller et al. 1998);
(Carney and Sydeman 1999). Because colonies may move every few years, management plans
should encompass entire iver systems((Parker 1980).

If, and it appears likely, boreal toads are federally listed as “Endangered” or “Threatened”,
then we will be bound by law to increase the protective satus of North Star

oA Other Ky Ecological Concepts

22 (1) North Sur is a vital link in the Roaring Fork Watershed ecosystem. Plans for the
0338 preservation of the health of natural systems in North Star will not be effective unless they
ER2 are supported throughout the system.

Sz
TE North Sur represens a high qualicy remnant of minimally disturbed riparianmonanc

s wildlife habitat surrounded by human development that serves to connect. landscape
=. elements required by many wildlife species for different life history stages

= a) Significant ecological aspectsof North Star as partof a landscape mosaic;

=. . The Roaring Fork River riparian community and floodplain
iS + Elk migration corridor

=: + Elk calving area
= + Migratory stop for:
=: * neotropical song birds (e.g., Wilson's warbler, American pipit)

£ © resident mammals that migrate clevationally (e.g, coyote , black bear, mule deer)
= trout (8. adware dnc)
=: + Breeding site for:
= + resident birds that migrate clevationally (e.g, fox Sparrow, song sparrow)

:] © neotropical migrant song birds, wading birds, and waterfowl (¢.g., yellow
warbler, warbling vireo, spotted sandpiper, mallard)

+ medium to large mammals (e.2., coyote, black bear, red fox, short-taled weasel,
American marten)

+ raptors (e.g, red-tailed hawk, northern goshawk)
- great blue heron

. Habitat and potential breeding habitat for State Endangered and Federal Category I
(warranted but precluded) Candidate endangered boreal toad (Bufo boreas boreas)

+ Spawning sie for wild trout
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+ Breeding habitat for approximately 14 speciesof small mammals (e.g, montane
shrew, meadow vole, brush mouse)
Supports 3 are vegetational communities considered to be vulnerable through their
range or found locally in a restricted range ((Spackman et al. 1999):
"Water Sedge-Beaked Sedge ( Carex aguatils-Cares uticulata) montane sedge

wetland
+ Geyer's Willow-Montane Willow (Salix gereriana-Salix monticola) montane

willow carr
+ Drummond's Willow-Beaked Sedge (Salix drummondiana-Carex riculata)

montane willow carr

1.02.02 PEOPLE

% North Star provides many benefits to both visitors and residents ofthe Roaring Fork Valley
22 which include the following:

935%. Comical and physical ering of surface ano resting na chan, more productive
2282 river for both wildlife and people
NFH . Opportunity for solitude immediately adjacent to population center
Sis © Opportunity to observe wildlife in natural setting immediately adjacent to population
=F center
= + Opportunity for quiet recreational activities (e.g, ishing, bird watching, kayaking,
Fy meditation)
EB . Opportunity to serve as living classroom for environmental education and research

=,
= 1.03 ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES

==: 1.03.01 The Roaring Fork River

=:Et “The Roaring Fork River meanders through the meadows of North Star, constantly changing
== , o
E=. ud rejuvenating the ccological communities it has helped to create. The river here is a wide
S=. valley bottom stream with a sand, gravel, and palco-peat substrate. The river has meandered

back and forth across the valley floor over time creating a system of old river channels and
oxbow lakes that are at different stages of eutr ophication (i.c., enrichment of water by nutrients
resulting in increased vegetational growth). This results ina productive complex of permanent
and ephemeral ponds, sedge and sedge -willow dominated marshes, and wet meadows.

Sedge and sedge-willow marsh occupies areas with a high water table totaling approximately
35 acres. A four acre area of wet meadow occurs in areas that flood only carly in the growing
Season. Together these wetlands play an important role in absorbing the impact of spring
flooding and help assure Roaring Fork River water quality by filtering out silt and contaminants

“The treatment of riparian habitats in the past and their current condition i alarming. For
example, it has been estimated that in the Rocky Mountain -Great Plains region, 90-95% of the
cottonwood -willow riparian ccological community have been lost to development and
agriculture. In the American West, these communities support a dispropor tionately greater
number of wildife than their upland counterparts. In fact, although less than 1% of the land in
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Colorado is riparian over 60% of the vertebrates are obligates to riparian ccosystems and
approximately 85% require riparian habitat for some aspect of thir lfc history (Ohmart and
‘Anderson 1986).

Rainbow trout in the river at North Star are small and less abundant than in other partsofthe
River, probably due to the granitic nature of the simple sandy river bottom and lack of coarse
woody debris for hiding and thermal cover. Other, smaller fish species also thrive in the spring
fd ponds but have yet to be identified. Beavers have built a bank lodge and runway on the west
Side of the river towards the south endofNorth Star. Waterfowl and songbirds abound along the
Fiver edges and in the sedge willow marshes. The ephemeral ponds provide optimal habitat for
Western chorus frogs that in tum are prey for great blue herons. The permanent oxbow and

& sprng-fed ponds provide both migratory and breeding habitat for various duck species as well as
8 Cinada geese. The wet meadows are host to a plethora of small mammal species. American
5, doprs, spoted undpipers, and musts all ake he rive nd is shores thei home.

©afe Spring flood events have been restoring the meanders to the Roaring Fork River at North
N:Z° Star. Alternating banks are cither sitesoferosion or deposition. This is a natural process and is
£25 important to the ecology ofa riverine system in that i creates diversityofhabitats and allows
Fg the river to acces is flood plain. The beaches that develoas aresult of this activity are ritcal
S==C regeneration of willows and cottonwoods and are very sensitive to disturbance. People
=== walking, picnicking, or beaching canoes and kayaks trample seedlings and reduce cottonwood,
== Vilow, nd sedge regeneration. Anglers also have a direct negative impact by denuding
== {<ectation along the river's cdge, causing banks to slough into th river, and increasing erosion
==, Comscauenly. fis important that visitors ar made aware of these impacts and encouraged 0
=" uadlignly.
=
= Another issu of concern is that releases from Grizzly Reservoir at the headwatersofLincoln
=== Creek arc too late in the scason and not ‘gradual enough resulting in erosion processes that are.

==: damauing the morphology and ecology ofthe upper and middle Roaring Fork including North
=: sw
===: Theriveris a major traction to people. As it flows through the Nature Preserve, it offers a
==: quiet mediative place, a couple of sandy beaches, limited canoeing and kayaking, catch and

release fishing, and nature viewing and education.

A. ManagementActions

(1) The river will be managed to maintain semi-natural flood regimes and promote wildlife
habitat, Periodic flooding of the Roaring Fork River is perhaps the most important
ecological process in restoring North Star to its pre -agricultural condition. Bank stabilization
will NOT be a management objective for the Roaring Fork within North Star. Rather, the
intention is to promote river processes that result in meanders, oxbows. and a functional
floodplain.

a) Various willow species, thinleafalder, river birch, andnarrowleafcottonwoods will be
planted along the river and in the wet meadows to increase structural diversityofriparian
habitat
i) This will be accomplished using both native plant materials collected on site and

purchased naive plant materials
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(iy Planted native vegeation will serve as natural barriers to prevent abuse of sensitive
habitat areas

(Gi)Woody materials may be added tothe river to increase fish habitat complexity
8) Colorado Division of Wildlife fishery biologists willbe consulted

(iv)Installation of drop structures will be considered as a meansofraising the water able
to support the hydrological functionof the wetlands

(2) Research the cffectsofthe releases from Grizzly Reservoir on the fluvial geomorphology of
he Roaring Fork River at North Star

& (3) Boardwalks will be considered at the north and south cds of the preserve (he put -in and
of ake-out) as a means of minimizing impacts

0558
BeBe Thearca sumounding the active beaver run and lodge willbe of limits 0th public
yz
SE 103.02 Dry Meadows

2SE=0 ry mons are the most extensive von pe at North Star. These meadows cover
==: pprovmacly 100 acres and are largely the product of extensive draining, chaining, seeding,
Z=" lining, and txher human manipulation for the purpose ofagriculture. Originally, mst of North
== Slr Was covered by a dense willow carr with occasional solitary narrowleaf cottonwoods
E=,  (Popuhsangustolc and Colorado blue spruce (Picea pungens) or cusofthes ss in he
===5 icv sits. Beginning in the carly 1950's, the landowner, James Hopkins Smith, Jr., adopteda
==¢  iftcey of willow eradication. He cleared th ste of the native vegetation and eplacd it with
E==0 tay grasses, and either hayedor graed i continualy nil he carly 1980's

=: The dry meadows are currently dominated by non-native grasses (c.g. smooth brome
E=_  (5romopsis inermis], Conmon timothy [Phleun pratense, Orchardgrass [Dactylis glomeraial).
EE Tstans (Cy. agus hogs [Po agaist) Novis wees
==. {iiss Canada thistle, plumelss thistle, houndstonguc, oxeye daisy, tansy, and yellow toadflax
E==: (AXA butter and eggs) are significant problem in the dry meadows and threaten the ecological

integrity ofthis community.

Unil 1978, North Star has been utilized for hay production and livestock grazing. The open
space character of the meadow is recognized 3s a strong featureofthe preserve, yet the pastoral
character should be allowed to revert toward a more natural sate.

Elk, mule deer, coyotes, fox, and red-tailed hawks al depend upon dry meadow along with
various smallmammals and ground-nesting songbirds.

A. Management Actions.

(1) Weed management

2) Nosious weeds will be managed via:
(i) Volunteer pulls
(i Spraying of approved herbicides by county staff

b) Overseeding the pasture with native grasses will be considered based on cost
©) Prescribed buming is considered too great risk in this location
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(2) Improve wildiife habitat and encourage natural succession in the dry meadows

4) Selected areas will be planted with willow and native shrubs to increase habitat
complexity and forage for mule deer and clk

b) Natural succession back to a willow carr will be facilitated by filling drainage ditches and
temoving culverts

©) Naturalnarrowleafcottonwood regeneration will be facilitated by protecting suckers
from mule deer, elk, and beaver browsing. This will increase cover for larger wildlife
species and roosts for raptors and great blue herons

§ 1.03.03 Sedge And Sedge-Willow Marshes

neat Marshes, the dynamic mesting places of land and water, are among the most productive
$282 and diverse of al wildlife habitats. Notonly do thy atract a tremendous diversityof ifs but
282 they perform numerous functions that benefit humans as well Since the dawn of human
REZ Ciiliation people have been drawn to wetlands becauseof the goods (rch agricultural soil,
<8 fimber for fuel and construction, fish, drinking water) and services (transport, water storage,
===% stom protection, shoreline stabilization, erosion contro, wate purification retention of
===: pollutants, recreation) which they have to offer. Wetlands have been described as “the kidneys
=" ote ndscape” because of ther water puriing ols and “ilogical supermarectsbecause.

‘ofther natural resources which humans exploit. Human dependence on water i absolute (as is
== iillife) and, therefore, by extension, so s our dependence on wetlands. The valuable functions
==: performed by marshes and other wetlands include:
=: ©" Conveyance and storage offloodwaters + Erosion prevention
=: + Sediment control + Wildiife abst

A © Recreation © Water supply and quality maintenance
=: © Edveatonal value © Open spans and aesbtic vahe

=: The marshes at North Star occupy approximately 35 acres and are dominated by beaked

B=" edge (Carex uriculata) and five willow species: whiplash willow (Salix lasiandra), Bebb’s
S=  vilow (5 bebbiana), Drummond's willow (S. drummondiana), Geyer's willow (S. gyeriana).
===: nd Rocky Mountain willow (5. monticola). Beaked sedge covers approximately 80% of ll the

‘marshes occurring at North Star with fowl bluegrass (Poa palustris) and other native graminoids
occupying the rest. A major problem in the marshes and wet meadows is the encroachment of
reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea) into the wetlands. Because reed canarygrass is highly
competitive, it poses a major threat to native wetland vegetation. Currently, North Star is
developing acres of dense monocultures of reed canarygrass, resulting in the loss of dynamic
physical and abiotic features and, in tur, decreased diversity of plants and animals. Reed
canarygrass has ltl to no forage value to wildife

Native wildlife depending on the marshes at North Star include:

+ Boreal toad + Wester chorus frog + Rainbow rout
+ Yellow warbler + Cedar waxwing © Red-winged blackbird
. Son + Virginia ail © Great blue heron
- Mink + Beaver + Muskrat
© Long-tailed weasel © Water shrew + Masked shrew
© Merriam's shrew . Westen jumping mouse + Fared grebe
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+ Green-winged teal + American coot + American widgeon
~ Common snipe * Common yellowthroat

A. Management Actions

1) As mentioned earlier, the sedge and sedge -willow marshes will, for the most par, be
passively encouraged to expand.
2) All drainage ditches on North Star will be filled or redirected so as to restore the

hydrology originating on the slopes above the property and the springs at the toe of
those slopes

b) The culverts draining the west sideof North Star will be removed and replaced with a
headgate that will facilitate both mosquito control and restoration of the hydrology

8 i) The mosquito control district (Bob Oxenburg) has offered to pay for this
2: headgate)

pag ©) Willows (Sale spp), thinlaf alder (Alnus incana), nd ives birch (Betula
i occidentalis) will be planted in a few places along the edges of sedge dominated
bet marshes on the west sideofthe river
Sis @) Willow cuttings and watts will be planted along the river as well as the ephemeral
wig ‘and permanent streams on the east sideof the river th at flow under Colorado State
=: Highway 82
==: .) Allnew plantings will be protected with welded wire for two growing seasons to
= protect from elk, mule deer, and beaver foraging

= 2) The marshes will bea primary focus of interpretive signage and environmental education
s efforts

==: 4 Alincrpreive signage and displays will be placed along the East of Aspen Trail
=i bordering North Star
E==. 1) All regulatory signage wil be placed along the EastofAspen Trail bordering North
== Star
=:
= 3) Users will be advised (via signage) to stay on existing trails.

S74) Ifit becomes necessary due to increasing user impacts, interpretive boardwalks will
=; be constructed in the access corridors to control impacts
= (i) Since these boardwalks may cross marshes every precaution wilbe taken to

avoid any significant impact

4) Intensive managementofreed canarygrass will be considered via:
a) Herbicides (cg, Rodeo”)
b) over-planting/over-seeding
©) mowing
0) integrated pest management methods as per Kilbride and Paveglio 1999).

5) The existing gate in the northwest boundary (along the old Ute Trail) will be fixed and
locked

6) Signage will be placed along the northern boundary of the nature preserve to prevent
residents of the Preserve Subdivision and others from using the old Ute Tr ail or
trespassing in the Sanctuary portionofNorth Star
a) Interpretive signage will be placed along this boundary explaining the prohibition
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1.03.04 Alluvial Fans, Aspen Groves, and Oak-Serviceberry Shrublands

Two aspen forest stands oceur on alluvial fans at the base of Bell Mountain. At higher
elevations aspen forests give way to Gambel oak shrubland which extends up the slopes of the
mountain mixed with Douglas fir and lodgepole pine. On the meadow side, rabbit brush
Shrubland forms an cde between the heights of the forest and the flatness of the meadow

The aspen stands and rabbit brush shrublands cover approximately 26 acres. These
vegetational communities are considered seal, owing their presence to disturbance (e.g. fire,
avalanche). Site conditions at North Star may be such that they will persist over time.
Disturbances in the fans (c.g. avalanche or water depositions of colluvium) may maintain
colonizing aspen stands, and the dryness of the rabbitbrush shrubland arca will discourage

. donination of aspen. Due to the mature of alluvial fans, and the activity of pocket gophers the
& soils in and around the fans are constantly disturbed. Consequently, noxious weeds. are present

2% andposea threat tothe integrityof this community.
10338 Aecording to Roger Hollowell former Ranch Manager of the North Star Ranch , as many as
© gs 50 clk cows formerly calved in the aspen on the alluvial fans. Currendy, only a handful are
~ iE doing so. Although it is difficult to determine the cause of this decline, i is likely that human

5 activity has contributed. A diverse array of other wildlife depends on the allvial fan ecological
2 community for daily or seasonal life history requirements such as

=.
===. Northem goshavk + Red-tailed hawk + Great homed owl
= Meadow Deer mouse. © Pocket gopher
=. Buckber + Mule deer © Red fox
=, Cove + Warbling vireo + Western wood pewee
==.Red-mpedsapsucker © Yellow rumped warbler. Magillivray's warbler
=r
=: The montane shrublands at the North Star Nature Preserve are relatively dry arcas on upland
===: sites on the slopes of Richmond Hill. They are characterized by dense stands of Gambel oak,
==" Saskatoon serviceberry, snowberry, Wood's rose, and chokecherry with an occasional aspen,
S=. Douglas fir, or ponderosa pinc. The montane shrub vegetational community provides an
===  bundant food source and protected nest sits for a plethora of birds and mammals. Spotied
SS tovhees sing from the shobs and Virgin's warbles build nests in he dense shrubs which

2 protect their cges and nestling from predators. Least chipmunks, golden -mantled ground
Squirrels, and snowshoe hares abound. North Star's shrublands also provide habitat for various
shrews, voles, mice, bats, snowshoe hare, coyotes, black bears, and mountain lions.

A. ManagementActions

(1) Management will be limited to noxious weed control via:
a) volunteer pulls
b) backpack and ATV spraying of approved herbicides by county staff
©) biological control

(2) I, over time, it appears thatthe aspen stands are being replaced by conifers due t0 a lack of
disturbance, aspen regeneration canbe encouraged via selective cutting

(3) Interpretive displays wil be placed along the East of Aspen Trai to explain the ecology of
these communities
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1.03.05 Mixed Conifer Forest

Douglas fi that is mixed with Engelmann spruce, lodgepole pine, and aspen dominates the
forested areas on the slopes of Richmond Hill. Mountain maple is a common understory species.

in the denser areas. Inthese undisturbed forests, species that require interior forest habitatthrive.

Sensitive mature forest interior residents such as American martens, three-toed‘woodpeckers,

olive-sided flycatchers, and southern red-backed voles all live on these slopes. Two raptor
Species that require this type of habitat, northern goshawks and boreal owls , both nest and hunt
on the slopesof Richmond Hill within North Star.

These coniferous forests are extremely important as snow collection areas. The greatest
effective precipitation in the region occurs in these forests. Water is stored in the soils and

Slowly moves down the slopes to. recharge the groundwater and resupply the wetlands and the
river in the valley below.

“A diverse array of wildlife depends on the conifer forest ecological community for daily or
seasonal life history requirements such as:

& Northern goshawk + Pine grosbeak + Ruby-crowned kinglet
32 | Southemred-backedvole  . Boreal owl © Pine marten

10%58 . Blackbear + Pine squirrel EK
©z8S Masked shrew + Hermit thrush - Snowshoe hare

&z
5 E5 A Mangement Actions

S==C (1) Managementof these areas must be coordinated with the White River National Forest
= and the special interest groups participating in the Richmond Ridge Master Plan process
= (2) Interpretive displays will be placed along the East of Aspen Trail to explain the ecology

— of these communities.

=
B=
==; 104 WILDLIFE

==: 1.04.01 Mule Deer & Elk

B=! Curent, the Roaring Fork Watershed is experiencing an onslaught of unprecedented
B=" development. Consequently, we arc losing wildlife habitat at an alarming rate. Two of the more
===% Charismatic wildlife specics experiencing population declines because of this habitat conversion

in the Roaring Fork Valley are mule deer (Odecoileus hemionus) and Rocky Mountain elk
(Cervus elaphus nelson). Historically the valley floor and lower slopes of the Valley provided

habitat for deer and clk winter range, reproduction, and migration. Over the last 30 years,
however, human development and activity has destroyed much of the winter range and
calving/fawning habitat and blocked migration routes.

Mule deer are of particular concern as their numbers have dropped dramatically statewide

over the last few years. Resident deer use North Star in Spring, Summer, and Fall and migrate to
lower clevations in the winter. Fawning does occur at North Star and has increased over the last

few years as the shrublands have expanded, providing greater cover for does and fawns. Deer
would greatly benefit from an increase in shrub biomass and forb production.
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Presently a herd of approximately 50-100 elk use North Star as a migration corridor both in

spring (primarily April 15" to May 15") and fall primarily (October 15% to November 15"). In

‘addition, there is some history of calving in the aspen of the colluvial fans (May 15" to June

15™), but this is rare. As stated in the previous section as many as 50 elk cows calved in the

aspen on the alluvial fans. Currently, only a handful are doing so. Although it is difficult to

determine the cause ofthis decline, it is likely that human activity has contributed.

1.04.02 Other Large Mammals

Coyote (Canis latrans), fox (Vulpes velox), black bear (Ursus americana), badger (Taxidea

{asus ermine (Mustela erminea), bobcat (Lynx rufus), American marten (Martes americana).
and beaver (Castor canadensis) all occur at North Star. Of special interest is the beaver since

hey are keystone species, meaning that they create habitat for other wildlife species. There is a
historic beaver lodge on the south sideof North Star. A new bank lodge was constructed in 1999

® onthecast side ofthe river toward the south end of the preserve and is currently active

0 Sd 1.04.03 Birds
34:

Qs Over 100 species of birds have been identified at North Star. These birds consist of

525 residents, breeding neo-tropical migrants, and neotropical migrants that use North Star as a
~""g  stopover. The interspersionofaspen, willow riparian, and spring-fed ponds provide nesting and

===: foraging habitat for varied avian guilds. These guilds include woodpeckers and other cavity

S==" nesters, non-cavity tree nesting songbirds, shrub nesting songbirds, ground nesting songbirds,

== rec nesting wading birds, ground nesting wading birds, ground nesting waterfowl , nest-building
== (pions. and cavity nesting raptors. The aspen and willows support rich inset life and offer
S==, diverse nosing sites for perching birds. Waterfowl nest near the river but way from seasonally
==" fooding areas. Their chicks are led to these areas of forage and c over. The oxbow lakes, spring-
===: (cd ponds, and quiet river waters arc excellent duck habitat which is relatively scarce in the

== Roaring Fork River

i. Ground nesting species are especially sensitive to human recreational disturbance and will

==: ubunton 2 nest afer epee disturbance (Tremblay and Elson 1979), (fry 1987):
=. (Yada and Yalden 1990); (Hockin et al. 1992); [Watson, 1996 #7). When flushed from a nest

===> by human activity the young or eggs are exposed to weather and are vulnerable to predators such

===: 4s ravens, raccoons, and foxes. As well, young birds require almost continuous feedi ng. and may

‘become weakened and dic if the adults are otherwise occupied. Even if humans are careful, it is

easy to step on eggs or chicks. The cryptic eggs of killdeers and green tailed towhees blend in
with the surrounding ground or vegetation. Killdeer nests are little more thana few sticks and

Stones and are very difficult to sce. Nesting ducks will stay away for as long as humans are in
close proximity. This can lead to death of the eggs due to excessive cooling or exposure to the
sun. More frequently, it leads to nest abandonment or destructionof the nest by magpies or other

predators.

Of particular conservation interest is the Great Blue Heron colony on Joy Smith's property
but within 100 meters of North Star. It is estimated that there are approximately 63 Great Blue

Heron colonies in the entire state of Colorado and the Smith colony is thought to be the only one

occurring over 8500 feet in elevation and in blue spruce trees (most occur in cottonwoods ). In

‘other words Great Blue Heron colony is quite unique and ecologically significant. The presence
of this colony has important management implications. In addition, most studies recommend a
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minimum 200 meter buffer zone from the periphery of colonies in which no human activity

Thould take place during courtship and nesting seasons ((Vos et a. 1985); (Miller et al. 199%)
Be ise colonies may move every few years, management plans should encompass entire © iver
systems (Parker 1980).

1.04.04 Small Mammals

Atleast 13 specics of small mammal (e.g, mice, shrews, voles, chipmunks, etc) occur in the
various ecological communities at North Star. Among these specics, so me, such as the water
heen (Sorex palustris) and masked shrew (Sores cinereus) are excellent indicators of high
Salty wetlands and iparian areas. Monitoring small mammals can provide insight into
logical change and human impacts since they have very small home ranges and do not
grace. Consequently, even very small changes in environmental quality, vegetation,
Hydrology, andor soil compaction can be detected via shifts in small mammal species
composition and/or abundance.

22 AManagementActions

8358 () Evcourge mule dcr us of North Sa by planing shu or rae nd ovr
© FS (2) plant willows and other native riparian shrubs for increased bird and waterfowl habitat

gz (3) Protect willow and cottonwood suckers against elk,mule deer, and beavers improve

Sis habitat structural heterogeneity
=f (© Conte orosore heme willow caro reestablish the original floral and faunal
=. species assemblages

=
== 1.05 RESEARCH & MONITORING

=: Research and monitoring of North Star is necessary to guide management. Currently,

=== volunteers led by the Watershed Coalition with financial and in-kind assistance from Pitkin
==: County, City of Aspen, and private sources are conducting vegetation, small mammal and bed
===: [onioring that began in 1996. This work has produced valuable information regarding the
==. species composition and population trends within cach of the ecological communities that

S55 Conor ori Sar. The mantorng poet is beng cone n cont ih rtpos
==. ircced bya research eam from the Environmental Science and Engineering Divison,Colorado
Z== School of Mines (CSM). The goal of the greater projet is to cxamine the ecological and
T=" hydrological processesofthe upper Roaring Fork Watershed using a watershed modeling.

Upon completion of the CSM projec, the vegetation, bird, and s mal mammal monitoring
will continue 4d infinatum, In addition, a GPS/GIS monitoring program was begun in 1999 to
evaluate the size and proportion of cach vegetational community at North Star with a special
Crnphasis on the wetland, riparian, and open water communities. Noxious weed infestations wil
be racked over time using the same methods. Two permanent vegetation plots will be randomly
placed in each of North Star's vegetational communities to track changes over tim e. This
program will asobe continuous.
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1.06 PEOPLE & RECREATION

Recreational pressures on public lands in Colorado and the Roaring Fork Valley are increasing as
out human population continues to grow. Current recreational uses at North Star include:
W Wildlife and nature observation
# Environmental education
# Wildlife and scenic photography
W Canoeing, kayaking, and rafting
W Paragliding and Hang gliding
W Catch and release fly-fishing

These recreational pressures affect wildlife and plant species diversity, survivorship, and
recruitment. In addition, some of these activities cause erosion and soil compaction. Although
North Star is ecologically scasitive and any human use will have an impact, it is also an
important cultural asset to the citizens of the Roaring Fork Valley that can further ecological
awareness and understanding. As such, one of the most important goals of this plan is to
‘achieve a balance between North Star as a nature preserve and as a cultural resource.

A. ManagementActions.

22 1) The current (uly 2000) river channel serves as a boundary betuieen protected and public
10508 areasofthe Nawre Prescrve (See Map 1)
BeBe 0) The cumentciver channel will be surveyed by a professional surveyor by December 31,
Sse 2000
SE b) The entre area westofthe current (July 2000) location of the Roaring Fork River will be

he designated a “ Wildlife Sanctuary”
= i) Only authorized Pitkin County personnel, volunteers, and/or others conducting
= authorized research, monitoring, or management will be permitted on the west side of
= the river
= i) No river crossings will be permitted or structures built to facilitate crossings
= i) A 50 foot buffer zone shall be established around the active beaver lodge and forage
= area wher human activity will be prohibited
=
S==¢ 2) User surveys may be conducted by the Open Space and Trails Program to determine public
=: uses regarding North Star and its environs

==. 3) vistors ill berestedto tre access comidors (See Map 1).
=: 2) These will be located at the following existing acess points: the north take -out (Corridor
=: 1; see Map 2), the ranch gatetothe “beach” (Coridor 2; sec map 3), and the southea st

2 putin (Corridor 3; see map 4)
b) Each access corridor will be from the East of Aspen Trail tothe river
©) A fourth access point will extend from the EastofAspen Trail to the paraglider/hang

glider landing zone only
i) This access point will not extend to the river
ii) Only landing paragliders and hang gliders and Pitkin County Land Management and

‘Open Space personnel will be permitted access at this point
4) Interpretive signage will be placed at the entrance to cach of these corridors describing

the ecological communities and sensitivity of the land at the site
&) These corridors will be clearly delineated on signage at the entrance to each corridor
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4) fit becomes necessary due to increasing user impacts, interpretive boardwalk may be
constructed within the access corridors to control impacts
2 The purposeofthese boardwalks will be to direct visitors away from sensitive areas yet

allow them access to the river's edge and opportunities to observe wildlife and nature
i) Since these boardwalks may cross sensitive vegetational communitis, every

precaution willbetaken to avoid any significant impact
(ii) At the culminationofeach spurnear the river,a terminus could be established. It

may consis ofa log bench, cducational signs and explanations of why people should
not go further

5) A series of interpretive displays and signs willbeplaced along the Eastof Aspen Trail
‘educating visitors about the ecology, geology, and history of North Star
2) These displays will be designed such tha they have a low visual impact to humans and

donot hinder wildlife movements
b) No wetland will be impacted by the displays
o All signage will be ofa consistent style and requir litte maintenance

% 6) Onc ADA compliant viewing stand will be constructed at the existing parking lot by the large

23 cottonwoods at the fence line (See Map 5) incorporating visual interpretive displays witha

9%i fixed spotting scope to enhance the educational valueof the trail and North Sta.

bY3E © 7) Existing graveled parking areas along Highway 82 will be improved and maintained.

53: 2) Signs will be placed at each parking arca and pointofaccass displaying allregulations.

3 forthe North Star Nature Preserve
=. b) A lockable gate will be installed at each of the access points with signage explaining any

=" closures
= ¢) Permits willbe obtained from the Colorado Department of Transportation for any parking

= ot work in the Highway 82 right-of-way

= §) Any commercial enterprise or organized recreational act ivy operating at the North Star
== Nature Preserve must apply for and receive special use permit ha s reviewed annually for
S=0 compliance and stewardship and revocablea any ime
==: 4) One representative from any organization holding a North Star Special Use P ermit must
=: participate in the North Star Users Group which will meet at east twice a year to discuss

= {he state ofthe ccology and recreation at North Star
= i) Failureto comply could result in revocationofthe special use permit and the
= privilegeofusing North Star
==. 4) Ten or more violationsof this management plano any conditionsof the special use
= permit by any permit holder within the first calendar year following approval of this plan

by the BOCC or five violations in any calendar year thereafter at the North Star Nature
Preserve will result inthe permanent revocation of that permit

©) “Ten or more violations relating to a particular activity authorized by this Plan within one
calendar year subsequent to the fist calendar year following BOCC approval of this Plan
wil suit in the permanent prohibitionof that activity at North Star

4) The following are the only active recreational uses that will be allowed on the North Star
Nature Preserve east of the current (July 2000) location 0 the Roaring Fork River:

© Boating (including, but not limited to, kayaking, canoeing, rafting, and tubing)
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i) Putting-in to and taking-out from the river wil be restricted to access corri dors one
and three

ii) Putting-in to and taking-out from the river at North Star will be recvaluated upon any
court decision that clarifies the law regarding boating and navigable waterways

ii) Only rafs rated fro three people or less and less than or cqual to ten fect in length will
be allowed access to the River at the North Star Nature Preserve.

#) Bird watching, nature/wildlife viewing, environmental education, meditation, etc.
along access corridors
3). IFboardwalks become necessary, these activities wil be restricted to those structures

©) Nordic skiing within tracks sct and maintained by the Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Skiing
Council (ANSC)
i) ANSC must comply with Section 1.06(A)8)ofthis plan as long as they are permitted

to operate at North Star
ii) Skiing wil be prohibited between April 15” and November 30°

. ji) Skiing will be prohibited on the west side ofthe river
R iv) The track will be no greater than 20 fect wide
iz (1) The ANSC will experiment with 2 classic (parallel) tracks with an adjacent

0s § 2 snowshoe track for the season following BOCC approval of this plan. After that
Orgs time period, the classic only policy will be revisited and will require BOCC
8s approval prior to any changes.
Si2 v) The track will be maintained via motorized and non-motorized methods

2 (1) Motorized maintenance will be usedon a minimal or “as necessary” basis
=. vi) The ANSC must receive approval of the track layout and related signage at the
=" beginningofcach season from the Directorofthe Pitkin County Open Space and
= Trails Program
NSS vii)No nordic track shallbeplaced on the beachesofthe Roaring Fork River
=, Vi) There shall bea 10 foot setback from the banks of the Roaring Fork River for all
= nordic trails
===: 1) Snowshoeing shall be permitted on a groomed trail adjacent to the nordic rai between
=: November 15” and April 15°
==: i) Recreational Non-commercial Paragliding and Hang Gliding
= i) Organizations engaging in these activites at North Star activity must comply with
=: Section 1.06(A)() of this plan
= i) All recreational non-commercial hang gliding will be regulated by Aspen Hang
=: Gliding Club or such alternative party(s) that holds the special usc permit for the
Lo] recreational paragliding landing rights at North Star

if) All paragliders/hang gliders landing at North Star register with and be members of
Parapente Aspen, Aspen Paragliding Club, or such alternative party(s) as may be
designated by Pitkin County to regulate the landing rights at North Star prior to
Janding at North Star

iv) The maximum number of recreational paraglider landings per day at North Star is 30
Monday through Friday and 50 on Saturday and Sunday
(1) Landing activity at North Star will be monitored through the endof 2000 in order

10 determineif this number is 100 high
(2) The BOCC will be presented with the results of spot landing counts and will

Getermine what the permitted maximum number of landings shall be
v) The maximum number of recreational paraglider landings per day at North Star is 5
Vi) Parapente Aspen, Aspen Hang Gliding Club, or such alternative party(s) as may be

designated by Pitkin County must provide literature describing the ecology of the
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North Star Nature Preserve, describing and locating the landing zone , and explaining
al regulations associated with paragliding, hang gliding respectively
(1) This literature must be submitted to and approved by Pitkin County Open Space:

and Trails
(2) A log must be kept recording the time date and numbersofsingle and tandem

landings each day at North Star
vii) Parapente Aspen, the Aspen Hang Gliding Club, and/or such alternative party as may

be designated by Pitkin County must submit a noxious weed management and land
stewardship plan for the landing zone to the Pitkin County Open Space Director
annually

vii) Paraglider/hang glider landing willbe permitted only within an area designated by
the County called the landing zone or LZ (See Map 1)

x) The landing zone may be subject to relocation atthe discretionof the Open Space
Director as ecological conditions change
(1) The landing zone cannot be relocated without the express written consent ofthe

Director of Open Space and Trails
8 (2) All regulations pertaining toparaglidinghang gliding must be posted at the

PH entrance to the landing zone and at the take-off site by Parapente Aspen, Aspen

p35 Hang Gliding Club, or such alternative party(s) as may be designated by Pitkin
Beis County
] a8 x) Paragliding and hang gliding willbeprohibited between 5:00 PM and 7:00 AM
Ng Xi) In addition to the penalties described in this plan, individual paragliders or hang
+83 gliders shall forfeit thir landing rights at the North Star Nature Preserve after a third
= Violation of the regulations herein
= xii)A no-ly zone on the air space within 200 meters (650 0)of the current and any future
= Great Blue Heron colony.
== j) Commercial Paragliding
= "Any commercial paragiiding operator landing at North Star must comply with ll of
= {he regulations described in Section 1.06(AXOX) ofthis plan
=: ii) Organizations engaging in these activites at North Star activity must comply with
= Section 1.06(A)8)ofhis plan
= {ii No more than one commercial paragliding operator will be permittedtooperate at
=: North Starina given season
=: iv) Fourteen commercial tandem paragliding landings wil be the maximum allowed per
= day
==. 1 Commercial Kayaking/Canoeing and Commercial Kayaking/Canoeing Classes
2 i) Organizations engaging in these activites at North Star activity must comply with
=: Section 1.06(A)(8) ofthis plan

ii) No more than one commercial kayaking/canoing operator will be permitted to
operate at North Star ina given season

9) Mosquito control shall continue a the North Star Nature Preserve under the direction of the
Mosquito Control District Board of Directors
2) Organizations engaging in this activity at North Star must comply with Section

LOG(A)(®)of this plan
b) Organizations engaging in this activity at North Star must meet with the Pitkin County

Environmental Health Director annually to review methods current technology

10) Anchoring boats at the North Star Nature Preserve is prohibited
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11) Walking along the riverbanks outside of the access corridors is prohibited

12) Storing equipment related to commercial or recreational activities (e.g. canoes, kayaks,
coolers) is probibited on the North Star Nature Preserve:

13)No commercial or recreational activity shall be permitted on the North Star Nature Preserve.
except as set forth in this plan

14) The following activites are specifically prohibited at the North Star Nature Preserve:
a) Commercial Hang Gliding
b) Fishing, except from boats
©) Parasailing
d) Team sportsofany kind
¢) Beaching kayaks, canoes, rafts

. 1) Motorized or mechanized activities not directly elated to management activities or
& nordic ski trail maintenance

ez g) Playing radios, CDs, or tapes for purposes not related to management or r esearch so that

nsIH it is audible to other people or wildlife
L582 h) Commercial filming or photographyofany kind

§ys
545 15) Lawn chairs and similar products arc prohibited except for use by the handicapped or senior

sg citizens

==% 16) Picnicking (Defined as one or mre persons gathering fora sit down meal with a blanket,
= basket, etc.) is permitted along the FastofAspen Trail only

==, 17) Picnicking related to any commercial activity or organized bya commercial enterprise s
=! prohibited on the North Star Nature Preserve

= 18) Use shallberestricted to the EastofAspen Trail between 6:00 PM and 8:00 AM
=:=:
==. 19) Use, other than authorized rescarch and managemen t, shallberestrictedtothe East of Aspen
= “Trail and access corridors 1 and 3 during the heightofthe bird breeding season and clk
=i calving season — June 1 through June 30°

E==. 20) Dogs and other pets shal be prohibited on the entire North Star Nature Preserve atal times

21) Horses and other livestock shall be prohibited on the North Star Nature Preserve at all times.
4) The only exceptionto this would be the tempora ry introductionofgoats by the Open

‘Space and Land Management Departments as a method of noxious weed control

22) Removal of game across the North Star Nature Preserve i prohibited

23) Unauthorized collectionofplants or plant material shall be prohibited on the North Star
Nature Preserve at al times

24) Unauthorized activities shall be prohibitedon North Star within 200 meters (165 fect)of the
existing and any future Great Blue Heron colony
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25)School groups larger than 6 people must receive permission from Pitkin County Open Space

26) Special events (e.g, weddings, concerts) shall be prohibited on the North Star Nature
Preserve

27) Hunting shall be prohibited at all times on the North Star Nature Preserve

1.07 NEIGHBORS/SURROUNDING LAND USES

North Star Nature Preserve is the perfect neighbor to a homeowner. It is a quiet place
which offers beautiful vistas and the opportunity to observe wildlife, while affording a sense of
both space and privacy to adjacent properties. In order to maintain this landscape, it is important
that adjacent property owners respect the same guidelines used at North Star

A. ManagementActions.

a (1) North Star's neighbors shouldbeencouraged to:
of a) Respest the following conservation guidelines:
+5 (i) Do not build in the floodplain

Bag (if) Protect wetlands on private land
Lhe (i) Preserve the riparian zone and river
Nis (iv) Prescrve existing natural vegetation
*&8 (v) Manage noxious weeds
=F (+) Use only native plant species for landscaping
= (vif) Avoid fences. If necessary, use only wildlife friendly fences
= (vi) Protect land westof the Roaring Fork to the maximum extent possible
= b) Be considerateof ther neighbors and usersofthe preserve
= (i) Set development back to the maximum extent possible from North Star's boundaries.
=s The minimum setback should be no less than 100" from the North Star boundary
=: (ii) Locate development in areas that arevisua ly screened from North Star by natural
= Landforms or vegetation

= iiMinimize development, drainage, and erosion impact on the wetlands and river
= (i)Minimize noise from motorized equipment, radios, dogs, <tc.
= <) Preserve a mile wide elk migration corridor to allow movement between Smuggler
= Mountain and Richmond Ridge

< 4) Neighbors should consider the value of offeringa conservation casement to North Star —
= these include tax benefits, open space preservation and strengthening of natural
= ecosystems

1.08 PUBLIC POLICY

Presently there are a number of state and local policies which restrict development in that
area based on environmental concerns. The following section summarizes these policies and
recommends additional legal conservation procedures.

A. Pitkin BoardofCounty Commissioners Ordinance
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A resolution to manage North Star according to the guidelines of the North Star Nature
Preserve Resource Management Plan 2000, should be adopted by the Pitkin County
Commissioners. This plan provides a base line management policy for North Star Nature
Preserve. Further development activity on adjacent properties should respect the
objectives stated in this plan since development on these properties may have significant
impact on the environment of the North Star. Therefore, review and approval agencies
need to be aware that this policy exists and that there are special areas of concern relative
to approval for development by adjacent landowners.

B. Zoning

The present zoning of the property is AFR-10. This theoretically permits one single
family dwelling unit per 10 acres. An application should be made to rezone the property
to a newly created zone district called something such as “Nature Preserve” or “Open
Space” based on the intent o conserve the land as open space and critical wildlife habitat.

&  C. Areasand Activities of Local and State Interest
27

0a8 Special review is required for development proposed in areas of local and state interest
FH ‘which are specified in Section 11, 5-400.2a of the Pitkin County Code. These include
pl floodplain and wildlife arcas which exist at North Star. It is recommended that within
KES North Star no further development other than trails and signage be permitted in these
hl areas. Applications for private residential development in the Roaring Fork River Valley
=: Should be subject to similarly strict review for the least possible impact on the
=: ecosystems. Lot owners should be encouraged. to build both outside the floodplain and
= the wildlife areas

S=_ D. Clean Water Act Section 404
=:
= Any proposed development which will directly impact waters of the United States or
=i jurisdictional wetlands is subject to review by the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers and
=: Pitkin County. This type of development is currently prohibited by the Pitkin County
Re Land Use Code except where there is absolutely no alternative.

==: E  WaterRights

=: 2) The North Star Agreement for Water Rights, Book 339, pages 543 -544, should be
— reviewed by an attorney and recommendations be made to ensure that those water

rights are maintained. This may mean maintaining the ditches leading 10 the
historically irrigated meadows.

b) Spring Water Rights should be rescarched and recommendations ma de

F. Subsurface Rights
1 should be determined whether subsurface rights exist which would affect North Star in
any way.
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G. EasementsandRights-of-Way

Power line and utility easements on the property should be studied and the implications
reviewed.

H. Conservation Easements/Open Space and Trails Program Acquisitions

Neighboring property owners should be advised of incentives to donate land or
conservation casements to the Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Program (OST) to
extend the area managed for wildlife conservation. In addition, a conservation casement
for North Star should be given OST 50 as to ensure protection in perpetuity.

I Colorado Departmentof Transportation (CDOT)

CDOT has specific regulations regarding development within the 60 foot right -0f-way.
Communication should be maintained with CDOT regarding any rezoning as well as the
sensitivity of North Star. Additionally, CDOT should keep the County apprised of any
activities it i planning on Highway 82 where it borders North Star.

3; 109 CONCLUSION

Ba¥S inthe ends the beginning
03s TSE

55SE3 This Managemen Plan outlines key concepts and general dirctves for resource
===% management of North Star Nature Preserve with emphasis on North Star asa lnk inthe Roaring
=== Fork Valley ecosystem. In order to ensure North Star and its environs are conserved as
==" undeveloped open space and critical wildife habitat the recommended actions must be
== implemented. This will involve the following measures:

E=: A Adoptionofthis plan by the Pitkin County BOCC,
==: b. Dircoton and implementationofthis plan by th Pitkin County Open Space Deparment and
=t Assets Management Division,
==: C. Additional work by the Pitkin County Attorney's Office,
==": D. Adoption of policies by Pitkin County BOCC,
B=. E Cooperative development by neighbors of North Sar.
=i
===. The adoption of the concept of preservation of the west side of the Roaring Fork River, the
==" restrictions described hercin, and the implementation of regulations for ecologica lly sensitive
==% gevelopment along the River corridor, as well as the proposed conservation casement will

ensure rich wildife habitat and scenic vistas to be appreciated by the public who travel State
Highway 82, those using the proposed pedestrian trail and all neighbors to the North Star Nature
Preserve.
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SECTION II
ENFORCEMENT

201 To be determined by the BOCC.
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