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We acknowledge the continuing sea country management and custodianship of the Great Barrier Reef by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Traditional Owners, 

whose rich cultures, heritage values, enduring connections and shared efforts protect the Reef for future generations.
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aBouT THIs snApsHoT
summEr Is A CrITICAL TImE for THE HEALTH of CorAL. tHIs snApsHoT provIdEs A summAry of CondITIons on THE GrEAT BArrIEr rEEf (THE rEEf) THrouGHouT 
summEr, How THEsE CondITIons ImpACT CorAL And ACTIons undErwAy To HELp CorAL rEEfs. tHE snApsHoT foCusEs on CorAL. tHE HEALTH of oTHEr HABITATs 
or spECIEs Is noT prEsEnTEd.

eACH yEAr, TowArds THE End of summEr, THE snApsHoT Is prEpArEd By THE THrEE mAIn ausTrALIAn GovErnmEnT AGEnCIEs rEsponsIBLE for rEEf 
mAnAGEmEnT And sCIEnCE: THE GrEAT BArrIEr rEEf MArInE PArk auTHorITy (rEEf auTHorITy), ausTrALIAn InsTITuTE of MArInE sCIEnCE (aIMs), And csIrO.

tHIs snApsHoT Is BAsEd on THE LATEsT InformATIon AvAILABLE AT THE TImE of wrITInG. IT doEs noT TAkE THE pLACE of onGoInG rIGorous rEporTInG By ALL 
AGEnCIEs. IT sETs THE sCEnE for THE morE ComprEHEnsIvE rEporTs rELEAsEd LATEr In THE yEAr, suCH As THE mId-yEAr LonG-tErm MonITorInG ProGrAm 
rEporTs By aIMs, And rEporTs from THE MArInE MonITorInG ProGrAm mAnAGEd By THE rEEf auTHorITy.

3

AUSTRALIA

Great 

Barrier 

Reef

corAL monITorInG proGrAms 
Monitoring the health of the Reef is a joint effort with our monitoring 
partners. 

The AIMS Long-Term Monitoring Program (LTMP) monitors coral reef 
condition focusing on long-term trends in decline and recovery at 
between 80 and 130 representative reefs annually.

A further 32 inshore reefs are monitored as part of the Reef Authority’s 
Marine Monitoring Program (MMP).

Additional observations are gathered by the multiple organisations and 
people contributing to the Eye on the Reef program, including through 
the Reef Joint Field Management Program, Crown-of-thorns starfish 
Control Program and by Traditional Owners and the Reef-based 
tourism industry.

Learn more about how we assess coral bleaching events on the Great 
Barrier Reef and explore the science used in this report through the Reef 
Knowledge System, the portal for the Reef Integrated Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (RIMRep).

Even before the Reef was created, and sea levels rose significantly, the land we see now as the Great Barrier Reef supported 
our cultural practices, lore and customs. Indigenous culture has evolved to incorporate the Sea Country we see today. 
Together, we are now working to embed our combined knowledge with the Reef community to protect and sustainably 
manage the Reef for future generations. troy JoHnson

Indigenous Reef Advisory Committee Chairperson, Wulgurukaba Countryman.

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www.aims.gov.au/
https://www.csiro.au/en/
https://www.aims.gov.au/research-topics/monitoring-and-discovery/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/reef-reports-hub
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/dashboards/marine-monitoring-program
https://www.aims.gov.au/research-topics/monitoring-and-discovery/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/long-term-monitoring-program
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/marine-monitoring-program
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/marine-monitoring-program
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/crown-thorns-starfish/Crown-of-thorns-starfish-control-program
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/crown-thorns-starfish/Crown-of-thorns-starfish-control-program
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/land-and-sea-country
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/dashboards/tourism-monitoring-effort
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/dashboards/tourism-monitoring-effort
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3ByEVIa4Js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3ByEVIa4Js
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/


summAry for 2023-24
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Two cyclones crossed the Reef this summer. In 
December, Cyclone Jasper crossed the Great Barrier 
Reef north of Port Douglas as a category 2. Soon after, 
Cyclone Kirrily crossed the Reef offshore from 
Townsville as a category 3 in January.

Coral can be damaged or destroyed by the waves 
generated by cyclones. Damage to reefs due to 
cyclones depends on the length of time they have been 
exposed to destructive waves and on the structural 
vulnerability of the corals present. Based on data 
collected after the events, both cyclones caused coral 
damage in the region. 

Above average rainfall in the northern and central 
regions this summer led to multiple rivers reaching 
minor, moderate or major flood levels. These flows 
have been sustained throughout the summer, lowering 
salinity levels and delivering fine sediments in 
nearshore waters. Low salinity and sedimentation can 
lead to coral bleaching and coral mortality, particularly 
for inshore reefs where exposure to flood plumes is 
greater. Incidents of freshwater bleaching and 
mortality have been received, although full assessment 
of coral mortality from flood plumes cannot be 
assessed until water clarity returns.

A crown-of-thorns starfish outbreak persists in the 
southern region of the Reef, with localised outbreaks 
appearing on some reefs in the northern and central 
regions. 

tHE crown-of-THorns sTArfIsH conTroL ProGrAm 
targets outbreaking reefs, supressing starfish numbers 
to sustainable levels, and protecting coral across 
thousands of hectares of reef habitat. Crown-of-thorns 
starfish are a native coral predator, but when 
populations reach outbreak status (approximately 15 
starfish per hectare), they eat coral tissue faster than 
corals can grow.

Prolonged exposure to higher-than-average water 
temperatures this summer has caused widespread coral 
bleaching throughout the Reef and subsequently some 
mortality with the full extent currently under assessment.

Heat stress varies in intensity across different regions, and 
bleaching is largely consistent with heat exposure. While 
bleached corals are still alive, they are under considerable 
stress. Their chances of survival depend on the intensity and 
duration of heat stress. The extent, prevalence, and 
potential impacts on bleached corals is currently under 
evaluation and coral mortality has been observed. For the 
most current and comprehensive information, please 
consult the rEEf auTHorITy’s rEEf HEALTH pAGE.

At the beginning of the 2023-24 austral summer, the AIMS LTMP showed regional coral cover levels remained high overall. Increases in coral 

cover in recent years has been dominated by fast-growing species that are highly vulnerable to disturbances.  The recent global pattern of 

extreme heat, driven by climate change has adversely affected many coral reefs globally, including the Great Barrier Reef.    

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/crown-thorns-starfish/Crown-of-thorns-starfish-control-program
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/learn/reef-health
https://www.aims.gov.au/research-topics/monitoring-and-discovery/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/long-term-monitoring-program


WHAT HAs THE rEEf ExpErIEnCEd?

• aBovE AvErAGE sEA TEmpErATurEs

• cyCLonEs And sTorms

• FLood pLumEs

• crown-of-THorns sTArfIsH

Four kEy sTrEssors on CorAL rEEfs:
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Just like any natural system, the Reef goes 
through cycles of disturbance and recovery. Given 
the Reef is very large, disturbances affect it at a 
range of local and regional scales. This means 
conditions on the Reef can be variable across 
different locations.

Climate change remains the greatest threat to the 
Reef. It influences weather patterns and the 

ocean’s temperature, pH level and currents, as 
well as intensifying the effects of other threats. The 
WorLd METEoroLoGICAL OrGAnIzATIon confirmed 
that 2023 was the hottest year on record, and 
nOaa HAs ConfIrmEd A GLoBAL CorAL BLEACHInG 
EvEnT Is undErwAy. The Bureau of Meteorology 
has confirmed this summer as the second hottest 
for the Reef on record. Compared to previous 

summers, cumulative impacts have been much 
higher this summer and a widespread bleaching 
event is still unfolding. Current information can be 
found on the rEEf auTHorITy's rEEf HEALTH pAGE. 
Importantly, the Reef has demonstrated its 
capacity to recover from previous coral bleaching 
events, severe tropical cyclones, and crown-of-
thorns starfish outbreaks if given enough time.

tImELInE kEy

cooLEr WArmEr Mean sea surface temperature anomaly (˚C)

(Blue shades indicate cooler than average, red shades indicate warmer than average.)

Extreme
rainfall
event

Cyclone (max 
wind category in 
Reef – damaging 
wave potential)

Widespread coral 
bleaching causing 
low mortality

Widespread coral 
bleaching causing 
extensive mortality

Crown-of-thorns 
starfish outbreak 
detected

N 
C 
S

RW

Northern 
Central 
Southern
Reef wide

Widespread
coral bleaching
mortality to be 
confirmed.

https://wmo.int/publication-series/state-of-global-climate-2023
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-confirms-4th-global-coral-bleaching-event
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-confirms-4th-global-coral-bleaching-event
#


GrApHICAL ovErvIEw of THE kEy
sTrEssors And THEIr vArIATIon
ACross THE rEEf ovEr summEr

421 3

Maximum exposure to water from rivers on any 
single day between 1 October 2023 and 18 
January 2024 (at which time floods destroyed 
the Normanby flood gauge). Exposure values 
represent the ratio of freshwater to seawater at 
the sea surface, calculated using aggregated 
model data from the one-kilometre resolution 
eReefs hydrodynamic model version 2.0 
(GBR1_H2p0). Data from CSIRO. 

1

Estimated cumulative exposure to destructive 
waves (significant wave height of four metres or 
greater) from tropical cyclones between 1 July 
2023 and 16 March 2024 that influenced the 
Reef. Data from AIMS.

Accumulated Degree Heating Days (DHD) as of 
16 March 2024. The map shows 14-day DHD 
accumulated over the Reef during the period 1 
December 2023 to 16 March 2024, based on the 
IMOS 2002-2011 climatology. This map is likely 
to be an overestimate of the actual heat stress 
because of constraints due to missing data from 
cloud cover. Data from the Bureau of 
Meteorology.

Crown-of-thorns starfish outbreak status 
observations between 1 July 2023 and 16 March 
2024. Data from the Reef Authority and AIMS.
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/crown-thorns-starfish-management/crown-thorns-starfish-project-dashboard
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a frAmEwork for AssEssInG CorAL BLEACHInG EvEnTs for THE rEEf
As part of the summer Reef health response, marine managers and scientists from the Reef Authority, Australian Institute of Marine 
Science, and James Cook University developed a framework to describe and categorise coral bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef. 

This framework describes bleaching events in a clear and consistent way — and enables comparisons to be made between years, over 
time, and across the Reef. An Event Impact Category will be assigned once the full extent of this summer’s impacts are fully known.

GREAT BARRIER REEF BLEACHING EVENT IMPACT CATEGORIES BEFORE ANd duRING BLEACHING EVENT
RECORdEd AT EyRIE REEF

DECEMBER 2023 - BEFORE EVENT

MARCH 2024 - duRING EVENT

*The NOAA Degree Heating Week product (DHW) is a measurement of thermal stress on coral reefs above the 

historical summer maximum temperatures. The degree heating week tool includes both the intensity (how hot) 
and duration (how long) that a reef location is exposed to heat stress i.e. 1°c above the summer maximum 

over 1 week = 1 degree heating week, while a more intense warming period up to 2°c above the summer 
maximum over 1 week =  2 degree heating week and would increase the risk of coral bleaching.

BLEACHING IMPACT

EXPOSURE
durATIon of HEAT sTrEss
InTEnsITy of HEAT sTrEss
toTAL rEEf ArEA

COLONY
RESPONSE

coLony sEvErITy
Loss of zooxAnTHELLAE
coLony morTALITy And survIvAL

PREVALENCE
rEEf CommunITy
PEr CEnT CorAL CovEr BLEACHEd
BLEACHInG ACross HABITATs
BLEACHInG ACross dEpTHs

SPATIAL
EXTENT

LoCAL
rEGIonAL
WIdEsprEAd
toTAL rEEf ArEA

FOuR kEy FACTORS FOR ASSESSING BLEACHING IMPACT

CATEGORy

Above average sea surface 
temperatures causing heat 
stress from 1 to 4 degree 
heating weeks*, with partial 
bleaching of sensitive coral 
species and no mortality, at 
either local, regional, or 
widespread scales.

1 CATEGORy

Above average sea surface 
temperatures causing heat 
stress ranging from 4 to 8 
degree heating weeks*, with 
partial to full bleaching of 
some coral species and low 
levels of mortality of a few 
coral species, at either local, 
regional, or widespread 
scales.

2 CATEGORy

Above average sea surface 
temperatures causing heat 
stress ranging from 8 to 12 
degree heating weeks*, with 
partial to full bleaching of 
many coral species and 
mortality of some coral 
species, at either regional or 
widespread scales.

3 CATEGORy

Above average sea surface 
temperatures for 12 to 16 
degree heating weeks*, with 
full bleaching to most coral 
species and mortality for 
many coral species across a 
range of depths, at 
widespread scales.
 

4 CATEGORy

Above average sea surface 
temperatures for more than 
16 degree heating weeks*, 
with full bleaching to all 
coral species and mortality 
for most coral species, at a 
widespread scale.

5

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/learn/reef-health/coral-bleaching
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assEssInG BLEACHInG ABovE And BELow wATEr

Aerial surveys are a crucial tool for 
measuring the spatial extent of a 
bleaching event across this very large 
marine ecosystem and capture the 
shallow coral reef community bleaching 
response to heat stress. 

These aerial surveys have been 
completed for 1080 reefs across the 
entire length of the Reef, including 
Torres Strait, with prevalent bleaching 
(>10% coral cover bleached) observed 
on 6% of surveyed reefs in the Torres 

Strait and 73% in the Marine Park. Very 
high (61-90% coral cover bleached) and 
extreme bleaching (>90% coral cover 
bleached) was observed on 39% of 
surveyed reefs within the Marine Park, 
occurring in all three regions but to 
concentrated in most of the southern 
and parts of the central and northern 
regions.

We now need to combine aerial survey 
prevalence of bleached reefs with in-
water surveys to further assess 

bleaching among different coral types, 
habitats, and depths. In-water surveys 
are critical to quantify coral mortality 
due to bleaching and heat stress over 
the coming months. These assessments 
help us understand the overall severity 
of the impact to the ecosystem.

No bleaching (<1%)

Low bleaching (1-10%)

Medium bleaching (11-30%)

High bleaching (31-60%)

Very high bleaching (61-90%)

Extreme bleaching (>90%)

No live coral

Deep Reef no view

Ongoing actions

aErIAL
survEys

In-wATEr
survEys

Aerial surveys measure the 
percentage of visible bleached 
coral (white or fluorescent 
colours) among the shallow-
water coral community on the 
reef flat and upper reef slope 
(in waters less than 6 metres 
deep).

comBInEd AErIAL And In-wATEr survEy rEsuLTs for LIzArd IsLAnd’s rEEfs.

Results of aerial surveys 
22 Feb - 31 March 2024 
(completed).

Early results of in-water 
bleaching surveys 22 Feb - 
31 March 2024 (incomplete).

In-water surveys, 
coinciding with aerial 
surveys, record coral 
bleaching at various 
depths. Surveys are 
continuing, including 
weekly updates from 
Tourism operators.

LIzArd IsLAnd In-wATEr
Image of South Island showing
bleached corals. © AIMS 2024

RANGE

HIGH
(31-60%)

VERY HIGH
(61-90%)

to

aIMs
In-wATEr survEys sHALLow

22-23 FEB 2024

RANGE

MEDIUM
(11-30%)

EXTREME
(>90%)to

IndIvIduAL
AErIAL oBsErvATIons 

4 MArCH 2024

RANGE

HIGH
(31-60%)

EXTREME
(>90%)

to

aErIAL rEEf AvErAGE
4 MArCH 2024

The prevalence of bleaching 

can vary between sites and 

depths on the same reef. 

Data from aerial and in-water 

surveys are combined and 

averaged for each reef. 

Lizard
Island

South
Island

Watch how we conduct aerial and in-
water surveys to assess the extent, 
prevalence, and severity of coral 
bleaching events on the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/learn/reef-health
https://youtu.be/W3ByEVIa4Js?si=PZ_l-EhtO92Nutlc


9

assEssInG CoLony rEsponsE And prEvALEnCE 

In-water surveys complement aerial surveys by 
providing data on fine-scale impacts of heat stress, 
such as the severity of coral colony responses, the 
prevalence of bleaching in different habitats and 
depths, and any coral mortality at the time.

Reef monitoring is a collective effort. During the 
critical summer months when the Reef is more 
vulnerable to disturbances, strong partnerships are 
vital to ensuring a swift and united response.

To help further understand the impacts of the mass 
bleaching event currently unfolding across the Reef, 
Australia’s leading Reef management and research 
agencies and key partners depend on each other to 
document in real time what they’re seeing. Tourism 
operators have conducted 15,450 surveys and taken 
65,000 images at 272 high value tourism sites using 
the Eye on the Reef system. Rangers from the Reef 
Joint Field Management Program, regarded as ‘the 
eyes and ears’ on the Reef, as well as divers from the 
Crown-of-thorn starfish Control Program, also use 
the Eye on the Reef system to document impacts, 

given their access some of the most isolated areas of 
the Reef. 

This summer, AIMS have completed their largest 
delivery of targeted bleaching science on the Reef 
during a mass bleaching event. Around 40 scientists 
carried out detailed in-water surveys and research 
across 40 reefs spanning from the Torres Strait in the 
north, through to the Capricorn Bunker Group in the 
south. This was in addition to AIMS’ routine long-
term monitoring. Scientists from James Cook 
University have been engaged to survey remote 
northern reefs, identified as spatial gaps.

Temperature data from AIMS, Bureau of Meteorology 
and CSIRO is also analysed to determine the duration, 
intensity, and total Reef area – or Exposure - affected 
by the marine heatwave.

This collection of in-water data will be used to 
assess the severity of coral bleaching against key 
indicators outlined in the Bleaching Impact 
Framework (see page 7). Once surveys are 
completed, a Bleaching Event Impact Category will 
be assigned.

A partnership approach to Reef health and in-water 
monitoring also allows scientists from all agencies to 
collect information and further their understanding 
of coral ecology and rehabilitation research, which 
helps to inform long-term targeted management 
actions.

SCIENTISTS FROM THE REEF AuTHORITy 

ANd AIMS HAVE COMPLETEd AERIAL 

SuRVEyS, ANd ARE CONTINuING IN-

wATER SuRVEyS TO ASSESS COLONy 

RESPONSE ANd PREVALENCE.

Ongoing actions

Time series images taken in 2020 off South Molle Island 
provides an example of the time required for coral to 
recover from coral bleaching when conditions improve.

17 APRIL10 MARCH 24 MAy 27 JuNE

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/tourism-reef-protection-initiative#:~:text=The%20Tourism%20Reef%20Protection%20Initiative%20empowers%20Reef%20Tourism,world%20heritage%20values%20now%20and%20into%20the%20future.
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/tourism-reef-protection-initiative#:~:text=The%20Tourism%20Reef%20Protection%20Initiative%20empowers%20Reef%20Tourism,world%20heritage%20values%20now%20and%20into%20the%20future.
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/crown-thorns-starfish/Crown-of-thorns-starfish-control-program
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www.aims.gov.au/research-topics/monitoring-and-discovery/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/long-term-monitoring-program
https://www.aims.gov.au/research-topics/monitoring-and-discovery/monitoring-great-barrier-reef/long-term-monitoring-program
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LEArnInG from nATurAL dIsAsTErs
Cyclone Jasper brought plenty of destruction to north Queensland over the summer causing severe flooding, isolation for 
communities and widespread power outages.

But for a group of CSIRO scientists it also brought the opportunity to build partnerships, view how major cyclones impact water 
quality and mangroves, and to test new technologies.

Led by CSIRO, scientists embarked on a 
two-week sea voyage in southeast Cape 
York early this year. The voyage was also 
attended by Cape York Water 
Partnership (CYWP) along with 
Indigenous Rangers from the region and 
international collaborators. Cape York is 
one of the least studied regions of the 
Reef and was impacted by 
unprecedented flooding after Cyclone 
Jasper. 

During the trip, the group observed major 
erosion of riverbanks combined with 
sediment deposition in wetlands 
downstream. Extensive landslides were 
spotted along the coast and debris 
continued to be reworked by tides and 
transported along the coast. 

The group compared impacts of a ‘wet’ 
storm like Jasper to a ‘windy’ storm like 
Cyclone Ita (2014). They surveyed areas 

of mangrove dieback that occurred 
following Cyclone Ita. The team found 
that some areas of these mangroves have 
partially recovered while others have not. 
Identifying the factors that support 
mangrove recovery is now a focus of 
long-term collaboration between CSIRO 
researchers and local collaborators. 

The team tested new technologies for 
autonomous observations. Meanwhile 
remote sensing and hydrographic survey 
data were integrated to assess storm 
impacts and inform future water sampling 
efforts.

This voyage was part of eReefs ‘critical 
observations’ work. These type of field 
activities are planned periodically to 
ensure that eReefs data and modelling 
continues to evolve alongside growing 
threats to Reef resilience and associated 
management challenges. 

The crew on board for the two-week voyage to southeast
Cape York. The crew image is in Lizard Island Lagoon.

The team found that some areas of these mangroves have partially 
recovered while others have not. Pictured is mangrove dieback south 

of the Starcke River, Juunjuwarra country.

cAsE sTudy

https://research.csiro.au/ereefs/
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BoosTInG In-wATEr dATA wITH TourIsm opErATors
AIMS scientists and tourism operators, as part of the Tourism Reef Protection Initiative, are working together to learn more about 
how coral communities respond to summer conditions.

Specialised data loggers have been installed at key tourism reefs in Port Douglas, Cairns and the Whitsundays to collect data on 
water temperatures and collect new information on how sunlight affects reefs.

Prolonged exposure to elevated sea 
temperatures can cause corals to bleach, 
but bright sunlight also plays a role in coral 
bleaching, especially on calm days.

Unfortunately, measuring sunlight 
underwater is difficult. The light sensors 
become covered in algae when left for 
extended periods, compromising the data.

Now, scientists have extra sets of hands at 
sea thanks to local tourism operators. 
Tourism staff visit these reefs regularly and 
are helping to maintain the loggers through 
cleaning, operational checks and battery 
replacements ensuring continual operation 
and accurate, high-quality data.  This 
teamwork is facilitated through the Reef 
Authority’s Eye on the Reef Program.

Tourism staff are also downloading the data 
regularly to fast-track our understanding of 
conditions on each reef, which may be 
influencing what they see during their 

weekly Eye on the Reef surveys. Usually, 
loggers remain at sea for one to two years 
before being brought back to shore where 
the data is downloaded.

The addition of light sensors will help 
scientists better understand the relationship 
between bright light, temperature stress 
and coral bleaching, and the future of coral 
reefs under climate change.

The loggers expand AIMS’ existing network 
of temperature sensors which provides 
large-scale, long-term information on sea 
temperatures across the Great Barrier Reef. 
Scientists and managers also monitor sea 
temperatures on the Reef using satellite 
data provided by the Bureau of 
Meteorology, in-water measurements from 
AIMS weather stations, underwater gliders 
as part of the Integrated Marine Observing 
System and ship-borne sensors aboard 
AIMS research vessels. 

Logger positioned for data capture / Rib Reef

cAsE sTudy

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/programs-and-projects/tourism-reef-protection-initiative
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
http:///?#/overview


evEryonE's roLE In rEEf proTECTIon
Spanning over 2,300 kilometres, the Great Barrier Reef, a hub of 
unparalleled biodiversity, urgently requires our protection through reduced 
carbon emissions, water conservation, and the avoidance of pollutants. This 
includes ways to reduce your consumption habits by transforming your 
transport, walk, ride or use an electric vehicle, rein in your power use at 
home and in the workplace, and reduce food waste. Such collective actions 
are essential for ensuring the reef's preservation for future generations.

Visit the REEF AuTHORITy for actions you can take to help love the Reef.

Jul-Sep Oct-Dec Jan-Mar Apr-Jun

MArInE MonITorInG 
ProGrAm survEys 

(InsHorE rEEfs)

LonG-tErm MonITorInG ProGrAm survEys
(mAInLy mId And ouTEr sHELf rEEfs)

MArInE MonITorInG 
ProGrAm survEys 

(InsHorE rEEfs)

eyE on THE rEEf (survEys/suBmIssIons)

MArInE MonITorInG 
ProGrAm rEporTs 

(AnnuAL)

LonG-TErm 
MonITorInG ProGrAm

AnnuAL survEy
rEporT

PrE-summEr
worksHop
(AnnuAL)

PosT summEr 
rEEf snApsHoT 

(AnnuAL)

rEEf HEALTH updATEs

Each year, data on the health of the Reef’s corals are collected, analysed, and 
shared. The timing of data collection periods, report releases and related 
workshops are shown below.

rEEf HEALTH monITorInG
And updATEs

See the Reef.   Love the Reef.   Protect the Reef.

For A HEALTHy GrEAT BArrIEr rEEf

Information and data for the above is available on the rEEf KnowLEdGE sysTEm.

5 Years

OuTLook rEporT

When heading out on the water 
• know your  zone (the best places to undertake Reef activities)  
• fish sustainably and know your limits 
• know where to anchor and use public moorings 
• record your observations and sightings on the Eye on the Reef App
• choose a High Standard Tourism Operator.  

Take action
• how to help Protect the Reef
• contribute your ideas to better look after the Reef and have your say in 

how it’s managed.

Australian Institute of Marine Science 
aims.gov.au 

reception@aims.gov.au 
+61 7 4753 4444

CSIRO 
csiro.au 

csiroenquiries@csiro.au 
+61 3 9545 2176

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
gbrmpa.gov.au

info@gbrmpa.gov.au 
+61 7 4750 0700

https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://reefknowledgesystem.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning/recreational-fishing-activities
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/moorings-and-no-anchoring-areas
https://eotr.gbrmpa.gov.au/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/visit/choosing-high-standard-tourism-operation
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/help/other-ways-to-help
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/help/other-ways-to-help
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/news/have-your-say-new-plan-management-great-barrier-reef-marine-park
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/news/have-your-say-new-plan-management-great-barrier-reef-marine-park
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/news/have-your-say-new-plan-management-great-barrier-reef-marine-park
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