IT. O'N'AL INTERROGATED BY SCIFNTISTS \ o

I - i o . v A
Qﬁking, NCNA, in Fnglish Morse to Southeast Aasla, Wurope, and Horth Ameriea,
Sept, 22, 1952, 0807 GMP--W -
(Taxt) , ,

Peking., S:pt. 22--The followiné {5 the first part of the full ioxt of the “
int01xog1tion of Lt. Floyd O'Neal by the International Solentiflo Comrission:

Intorpreter: Would you give your full name, rank, 'and addre&s, 1t. O'Neal? 7
And nlan what Instructions you received regnrding baotariologioal wurfare?

O'Neal: My full namo is Floyd Breland O'Nenl. I am serond 110utennnt,
U.55. afr Foreo Hoservo, norinl nunbor AO0848575, My howe addrdus ln !
Box (5, Moye Ave., Fairfax, South Zarolinn. The instructions whieh I
roop:vnd in regard to boeterlological warfare consisted of two lectures.,
One lecture wns glven at Luke Alr Ferce Base in theiUnited 3tates at
Phoenix, Arizema, on Dre. 1, 1921, This was a short lerture laating only
30 minutes. Tho second 1n~tqre was given at K 45, the advancod boge of 3
tho 13th Filghter Bomber Grouvp in Koven hoco. This lonture was glven on
Cdan. 2, 1952, This loeture was much more complete on the bacteriologleal
weanons which we would be using. This lecture lasted approximately ? hours,
Then the only other instruetion I recelved, of 0ourse, was the order to
carry out my germ warfere mission.

Ardreent At the locture you attendod did thoy quite oloarly tell you
thint hwotariolopinal warfare was taking plnce?

0'Neal: My answer to the question is, at the first lecture at the 1eoture
at ke, no, ma' am. 't the second 1eoture at K-46, yos,> mn'am.

’



Needham: Ot.her queations , please.

Malterre' ,Mr 0 Neal could you tell us how many pilota attended gach . of
“these lec’oures?

_f

O'Neal: Yes sir, at “the first lecture which was given at Luhe Air Force
Base, there. wem ‘approximately 70 ‘students there, whi¢h comprised.all the

gtudents at the gunnery school, There were appraximately 40 frem the
-84 squadrcn and 30 from the F=51 squacron.

Malturre- And the second conferencﬁ?

/O'Neal- At the second lecture there wgre only £our of us present who

were 4 out ‘of :10 new pilots assigned .to the 18th group.- We reueivcd it
because we wera'heWcomers. e o '

Malterre: In accurdance aith your reply to thie can we take it ror

granted thqt at . this vuse the other pilots had already received their -
instructions in becteriological warfare?

o :
O'Ncnl. Yeqy nir, all the pilats had previoualy recoived instructionn in

bacteriological war!arn'at K46,

Malterre: 1In this inetruct*on, aia they try to give any Justlrioation :
. whatsoever. for the use of this weapon, or did they just go ahead in & more
brutel taehian of expluinang the techn;cal mcthoda to be- employed?

O'Neal; They gavv no explanat*on whatuoever The tirat lecture was given
with the thought in mind % % % the lecturer sald that the reason for it
wes o give us-basic background in the.pubject, No other resson was given,
In the eecond lecture hére in Korea, tngre was no reason whatsoever, He

went straight into the technzcalatles the methods of using the
bacteriological weapons.

¢

y : s Details of: Cepture
Malterre:. . lel you explain how you were captured?

OtNeals Yes, s-r, on the 4th of Merc¢h, 1952, I wes tljing a rail—cut
miseion approximately 10 miles west of & inmak in North Korea,' At
approximately 0915 hours I-was hit by antiaireraft fire, My aireraft wes

disabled ard I bellied in & ricefield and wes captured immediately by the
Chinese People's Volunteers. v

Malterre. What did you feel 1ike? W4at was your atate of mind when you
. carried out this germ wariare n5531on>

NE



O'Neal: Frankly, 1 was I think the most nervous I!ve. eveﬁ been in my 1ife,
I also felt like--it was rather like a funeral rather than a msual _
mission. It's difficult to describe the feeling in these’ ceses, -Although = &
I never wanted to psrticipate in bacteriolugiecal warfere, I guess you might
say 1 wes cowardly enough to go ahead sand do what I wes told; These
thoughts were certeinly in.my mind, They were in-the.back of my‘mind,
you might say I tried to force the thoughts down-like swellowing a very
bitter plll I tried as much as I could not to think about it. K

Malterre: AlthUUﬁh perhups you may have rejected the thought ot that time,
¢ you probably thougut of your own family et home end the pogsibility of such
& weapon one day affecting your own family, .Did thoae thoughts oecur to you?

O'Neal: Yes, sir, they did very much, That wes crie of the most horrible
things which I went through, was knowing wnot I was doing wes suoh a
ddstaerdly thing in defiance of all reguletions of himenity. The moat
horrible part, of ccursg, was-the thought of retaliation, of seeing ‘my "éwn

country, my own family being bombed by bauteriological bomba, plagued by
inbects.

Needham~ Dr. Melterre said that he thinks he's ueked enough quegt iong
end would 1like to hend over to others Lut he'd like to come baok to gome
technical pointu latcr

While waiting for queetjans, 1'd like to take up gsome of thé points left Off
and agk one question about. the internationol code and usages :of war; As’
_I've already said st earlier meetings of this ccmmlesion, I got the
‘mpression that in the British Arwed Forces there are in-the King's.
Regulations and Army instructions, there are scme paraghaphe which state
the recognized ugages of war, as for exsmple: the not shéoting of prisoners
and things like that, and I was wondering whetler Mr, ¢ 'Nesl has come
across any paragrapha in the U,S, Aig Force uanuel which gave any inducation
. about the conventlons of war, the tréﬁ\mcx' of prisonere and the 1like, '

end whether there is anything about badteriui wesfare in them and, if so,
whether it occurred to him that there would be a uoasibility of proteating
on legal grcunds sgainst having to obey such en order, "I think that's

8 véry important and interesting point which cught to be invest:gated and’
breught out.

0O'Nec).: -

No, sir, I've never ccme ACross any paragraphs anywhere in any Army
reguletions whlcn 1've studied during my RUTC training or during my N
Air Forse career which deale with anything similer to thie, -in opher - 0
words prohivising any weapons of dealing with the humene aspectb of war, :

1t wes caly after I was shot d
ceptured, during my reading I &
gpecifical 1y benned 1%, I head

y B8 & matter of fact, af'ter I was
g across the Ueneva .Protocol which
¥er heard of thet oonvention vefore.



Needham: Any other guestions, please? fMavbe it would te a pood idea

47 koer to questions of a rafher general sort before coming to the
nore technical points.

Dr. Olivo: What were the Tquons for you to glve your testimony
about bacteriological warfare), what you have told uvs now, and
what you may have said at other meebings?

O'Neal: First, I think I:should like to s“y that it was ‘ _

of wy own free will that I gave this testimony. There was no physical,

no mental pressure brought io bear. 71he only uental torture which you
ight cay that I euffered was that which was “in my own mind as

a result of what I had done. Certainly it wasn't brouwht on by anybody

else. It was brought on by mysélf. I ectually had participaied in the

gorm wariara as I had done. o

Renl1zg£ion of-Crimes

. ' T ) .
0'Neal: Following thet up; I think I can say with the dictates of my
mind and soul ¢r heart, whichever you want to gall it, it wes just

sort of wound up in me like a spring, like a clock spring or something
of thet sort. It was tight, and all of e sudden it was turned loose.

I hed to'say it. It hall to come out because of the terribvle things, the
sulfering 1 had caused. That realizatlon, I think, was the most .
difficult phese 1've ever gome through. Illental develonnent, if you
would eall it that, to realize the horrors, the damage which I \

was causing to people the suffering which I was bringing
them.

'

It was a desire als» on my part to let the whole world know what wan
golng on over herg in Korea with regard to germ wartare and bscteriolorical
- warfare, to let everybody Khow the truth of the matter, to tell them,

the world, how the U.$. forces were using this weapon agalnst
vinnocent‘penple. The realigzation made me more defermined than ever to
‘speak oul,  you might say my cousclence wes sort of locked up before
"1 nade my testimony. And afterwirds, througn this realization of-

a true desire Lo let everyvedy know about this inhuman warfare, I made

my testimony to stend before the world. help them 1ick those who
‘instigated ‘the use of this-weapon.

" Dlivo: -Did you-congider ht the time you gava your tesiimony that tbis
would help in &ssistinp to expoeo the fncbs of germ warfare?

0'Neal: Yes, slr, Idid. 1 considered that surely the word of
~one who has participated in it, who has doue thess things, would carrJ
_at least a little force . in letting everyona know about it.

* Dr, dhukov: Would you deséribe the reaction of your comrades when they
knew that the U.S. forces were waging bacteriological warfare in Kores?



. . N o
O'Neal: Well, slr, I cun only des¢ribe the feelings which I observed
in the fellew pilots who attended the second lecture, the other three
rilets, because those are the cnes whom 1 observed the reactions in

immediately sfter we found out that the U.S. forces were using -germ
warfare in Korea.

Amonz those men and mySglf, I think the main thing was “the, ggnse- of
hozr01, or sbhorrence. Certainly there was a grest elemeﬁ% of surprise [}
in it, It wes #«# % as I said before, I relt that I was well on my
way to somebody else's funeral, We'd been told that  we were not ito
discuss this even amonug ourselves, énd comlng out from the lecture,

- coming out from having Just been tolu thlis, no one seid anything. ' The

o

four of us were in what you might call stumied silence. 1 know that
1 was wondering myself why on earth we were using this lerrible weapon in
Korea, even while the - peace tulks were going on in Kaesong when the war

~ was practically stopped. It's very difricult to say how the others

feli~-1 could only judge from their looxs and their actions.

That was the reaction which I obaerved when we first found out. Of
vourse, the reaction later was quite different. 1 -¥now from-our
observetions of other pilots when they had begp on the germ missions--
they would be rather Lodupicuoub ty their silence,: for usually the pilots
would be very talksiive umong ‘one enother all during the day, telling .
each cther what the)- had done, telling new Jokes, the news from here,

and those ihings. But those who had been on o germ missioh would Just be
terribly gloomy. They would usually be lonnd «n the club 1n the evening,
trying to drink awuy their troubles, ‘

Neecham: No# hss onybody else got any gutstions of a goneral
character bet'ore we go on to more technical mdtters?

.hndreen. ch it would perhaps be lnternstlny to know both the date
‘and the place when you went od missions, of bacteriological warfare.

"U'Neal; The duue of wy rirst end only. oacterloﬁogioal miasion wag the

mission on the 1% th ot February ‘this year, 1952, Our target was the
tewn of Sibyon-ni, in North Korea, Theve were four of us in the
rlipht, each of u3 carrying two germ bombs, a tolel of elght germ

toml.s, We did not know what wype of bacteria they were--we only knew that -
they were geam Lombs,

Interpreter: You said bdctelia in these bO{bS did you?

C'Neal: Yes, gelm/bOHMS. 1 don’t know vhat type of bauteria thcv were,
i
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eferé%ce to Encephaldtie T ‘hfu-
Needham: 1 11, we may oome bapk 1ater to more genoral thinge, hﬂt we
might Just go on to the more techtiical things now. I Sould: 1ike -t pak -
vhether in the leotures which Mr, 0'Neal: received there uaerany\mantion of
encophalitis ey & pobsible disease whioch might Mo spresd. . Of oourse, there
- would b the:wbvioun wort of usual: things, cholera,-typhold ‘plague, and

89 on, the ‘ubudl &bock: thiugs, but T wondered whether any enbephaiitis
had been: menxioned.u

0'Neal: Na, eir, they were not. -Cnly the. osmmdn:%ypas 3f‘dieeﬂsob'were‘
mentioned whish yau hitve: Just referred to. None ‘others were mentioned.

However, T wouhdn'4t’ exdlude that possibility hecauee of tha tremendoua
amount,’ of - work which 19 being done P "igff

Olivo- Did: thqy»epeak during theae oonrerencee only af,germ warfara
launched by planez? ' Or dfd théy mention of the psseibilitiee of artillery-- :
germs or bactorie being rired by artillory ehelle? ‘ ‘

0'Neal° Ybs, eir, that was mentioned in the first lecture, tha& baoteriols--
gleal weapons c¢ould ‘be used in artillery shells. The lecturer only quali-
fied 1o the extert that thero were different: types of bacterie which could
‘be teed in the shell endihe wont nd>- further than, thet excépt to explain

that the: range b artillery wes- 1imited, ﬁhereas aircraft eould oarry tho
bombs mueh futthet. - i

AERT I ; - L

.Neadhamt cauld Mr. O'Neal tell us aomething about thes..were mentianed in
the Gontdiners?  Por example, was there anything said about self-destroy-
ing contelners; elther which would btreak ints a very large mumber of minute

fragments or which might be made of some paper-like material which would
8ot 1tself an fire?

_O'Neal: Na, eir, no such self~destroying Weapons were mentioned. The
firet lecture 'was only a general letture oovering the poneral feature of

* 1%, The s#écond:lecture, the only purpsse of bacteriological warfare ‘which
were desciribed Were the germ bombe of the various types whieh were in °

use by the U.8. Porcés at thdt time. Thore 'was a mission oF infected
leaflets dnd papers; but that would be the only osther webpﬁh basidee the

germ bomb and artillety shells which were mentioned‘

Malterre‘ Would you be able to give 8 dedcription of the cantents 3r the
two 1ecturea you received? '



O'Neal: Yes, sir, the first lectuke which iaéggiven at Luke Alr Porce
Bage was more or less an obver-all picture of bacteriological warfare in
general, There was no mention made of where it was beiung usqd The -

lecturer began by telling us: that it was gecret, Ha then went 1nto tha '

fact that bacterioclogital .wmrfare could be waged two wpys, either by
artillery or-by bombs dropped from sircraft. He gave the advantsges and
-disadventages of hoth of these manners of dropping gerus or becterias -

_infected ingects--thet the range of artillery was limived, vhile the garm

bombs could be dropped a considerable distance behind tha enemy. 1inee.

At ‘this lecture it was alao brought out that the U,8. Alr Force and
acientific men in U.S. vesearch into bacteiriological uarfate ware
vorking on and hed developed special types of baeteria and 1nsecta tor

i use in cold clinmates. The lecturér told ua that the bacteria themaelvea L

vere made to be cold-withetanding by a process which he celled *
acclimatieation. That 1s, the bacteria were sybjected to varioua small -
lowerings of the temperature et a time. When they .could bacome used to. :
the new temperature, then they womld be--the. temperature would be lowered
s8till again, still lower. In this manner, the bacteria would’ become used
to lower and lover temperature, ‘

The’ lecturer elso mentioned that apecinl inaects yerp thau developed

. whieh could withstdnd the cold,  These insects werc being developed by

crossbreeds, oné ingect which hed the desired disease~carrying characs

teristics with enother insect of a similar type which could withetend ' -

the cold climate. The offspring from each of these marriagea would

, then he crossbred again with the cold-withstanding inbeci and gzadually
an insect could (be%aobtained vwhich wes used to cold cbimatea. The . ’

ingect would have both the diaeasevcarrying cnaracteristics and be daed
to the cold climate.. .

’

Research Done at Aberdeen

. Thet 18 about tha extent of .the first lecture 1n Luke. ‘The lenturer .
" vas & Maj. Bethel W. Williems, sn Air Force major, The officer Wwho , =
introduced him gaid that he had come from Washington especial;y to |
give thie leqeture. The mador pald that this work, thls researel, on
developing the cold-withstanding bacteris and ingecta; wag done at the
special projects at Averdeen Proving Orounds in Maryiend, The Chemical. -
‘Corps and the Army Orduance Uepartment have quite extenaive laboratories
in Aberdeen. The work in Aberdeen is done both by men who are in the.
service, in the Army, who are speclalists in their fields, and by'CiVil
Service scientific workers, civilians who are working-for the GoVernmant.
And too, of course, the Government had leading scientists all over the
Nation availasble for consultation purposes, when their own researchers
run into difficulties.

4
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The second . lecture uhich waa given to us at K-46 more. or . lesp ook up
‘where Maj. WiLlisms 1eft, off. THe’ aeimd lqeﬁqrq uaq ‘given an the 22d.of
January, as Ikueneiksned pneviously. £ vae giv,e \xq\;m[ a Capt.
McLaughlin, ‘whi¢' vas “the' lﬁth Fig wter -Bonber Arohb. mteuigenqs officer,
I doh't kiow his{initiale,” y kriow he’ vas’ qalio | "Captain Nec" as

everybody: u&letl Kim,  He wao ‘about’ 30 yeure old, about 5. tbats 10 1nchea
© tall, had dark' hu*:lr #hich vas hegirming to th}l'f\ 51'a¥~ :

Ve vere éalleﬂf anto--bhe four of ug, ‘24 Ltg Peta Nfbley, ‘Jim I{o aley, :
Greyell, “and myself.-.were called fAto the gt-oup operationq building when
someone tdld s that Capt ‘MoLaughlin’ wantéd 10 868 uﬁ, The captam
*led the way:into's small debriefing room ‘whi¢h 18 in the “back of the group
building. Th'e & very: emgn roun, Totm ' enough ‘dnly ror a table, and I

believe tiere Wers: six chairs. ‘There is & amal], Blec);board on one wall .
at the and’ of -the yoom. R

"v‘;:!. ).; b 1‘?

“‘The captain Yepan ‘the 1eoture by tellmg ue that s although our regular
missions: which we flew were claseified as secret, we were still allowed
%o talk sbout them among ourselves. He told us, hoyever, that whe.t he

_ was about: to-talliue now, the' subject which he was briqging up,auas,
top secret. :MPop secrst:ig ths highes‘t ¢lagsification given to militery

informetion: in:the:Air Porte--U.S. Air Force. He stressed this point

several time#, that it wae top @ecret, and thep heé begen ﬁelling us the
technicalities, the tachnical nide or gern warfara. i

Two Types of’ Bomba
He said thet ! 1mwfav as the Air Force: wag concemed there vera tuo
methods: of yaging: bacteriological varfere--two general types of
bombe ,. that,i1s.. ‘There-are the airburet type, that is the bomb’ that
burste in the air. This type is used for carrying bacteria no
insecte. The second: type was the parachute<type boamd vhlch is let down
to the earth by a parachute. This type of bomb carries bacteria-- .

infected insects. Of course, aside from the bomb there are insects--

bacteria-infected insecta--or the bacteria themsalvee could be sprgyod'
from aitcnrt« R R

Interpreters Yau aaid the aprayine methnd--ineects coum be aprayed and’
also bacterie, bozh. :

0'Neal: Botb, yes ,.8ir.. The. captain mentionad af tihie point that our'
group--the 18th Fighter-Bomber Group-«was using only the ‘airburat type

of germ bomd and carrying out spraying missions, Ve were not ueing
the parachute type bomb at that time.

Needham. Speak on, ”



O'Neal: fThe airburst-typée germ bomb, which carriea anly. bagteria,

reaembles a reedlax";ﬁoogp'm bomb in ‘aize and in locks--th4t is) it ia:1

. s R
¢ .
i f .

about 3 feet long, dpproximately 1} feet in diameter, omky it doea -
not weigh as mach, 1% .weigha fiom 150 to 200 pounds. :The outer casing '
of thia type of bomb 'is very thin being only cne-quarter of. bn :inch
thick. These airburat-type. bombs -contain approximately 100 pounds i -
airburst-type of the jJelly, the oulture media in which the bacteria are
grown. There ig-aismall-explosivecohawge ddpectly behind the:fude of.«
the bomb'which 15 .in.the nose. There is not an awful lot of explosive, .
only encugh to gootter the buoteria over an oreas Tho fuse 4taell s

or the airburgt fuse. That is, it explodes the bomb in .the air at

approximately 50 to 100 feet. It'a o radar fuse, operates on the raday :f"

prinoiplg, has 4 miniature radio actually in the fuse in the nose of - -
. the bomb, and this fuse is set up to explode at u certain height above

the ground. When it reaches that haight it will explode end moatter the.
bacteria, R e R

H
g

R

' The next type of bomb which the cép;t.aixu: covered wag thdpgréohute-tyne ‘

bomb, which was used for dropping bacteria-infected inaedts. There

were Wb general typos, you. might say,.of the parachute bomb, the bombs- - °

which wepe Gropped and let down to the earth by parachute, The fivat
type was for carrying only ohe type of ingect, in other words it was™

only %, Of all the insects in there they were all of the name type
inside the bomb. . R S

This type of bomb had a mechanism in the nesc which operated. go that wheh'

the bomb touched the ground the bomb would split into two mectimns; intel«: ™

half ag 1t were, and allow the inseots to escepe,  This bomb had the aame
* designs as the other. gorm bombs, -3 feet long, 1 feet wide, thin outer

casing one-fourth inch.thick, and weighed 150 to 200 poundss -

Needham: Okay, . . N
0'Neal: . The mechenism for obening the bomb, that is, for allowihg'the,
‘bomb to split open was conagisted of a switch which was in the noge,

When the bomb hit the ground, the sct of hitting the ground would élose ’,‘7. i

an electrical cirouit. This ewitch was connected up with thé bAattery
and a small D.C. electric motor.
pull a pin out of the latohes which were holding tho bomb togethbr,
holding the halves togethers. When that pin was released, the bomb
would eplit open and the ingects eould {ly out.. - o

. "{,

in the poge of the bomb., It's what is nown as a varisble time fuse, 1 °

(

When the motor was. starting, it would . .



