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Jesse Moreno, Gay Donnell Willis

suseer S€ction 41A Dallas City Code Enforcement: Sexually Oriented Business (SOB) Hours of
Operation Update

On November 21, 2023, the 5™ Circuit Court of Appeals issued their mandate lifting the
injunction that was preventing the enforcement of Section 41A-14.3, “Hours of Operation,”
of the Dallas City Code. On November 27, 2023, the Vice Licensing Squad of the Special
Investigations Division mailed certified letters notifying all 34 active Sexually Oriented
Business (SOB) licensees of the Dallas Police Department’s intent to enforce the “Hours
of Operation” provision of the ordinance beginning November 30, 2023, at 2:00 am. Site
visits were also conducted on November 27 by Vice Licensing Squad to hand deliver a
copy of the letter and to answer any questions from the licensees.

Beginning November 30 at 2:00 am, several operations were conducted by the Special
Investigations Division and the Patrol Bureau to ensure compliance with the ordinance.
The majority of licensees complied with the ordinance; however, two licensees did not
comply with the ordinance. Enforcement action was taken by the Special Investigations
Division that included seven custodial arrests and five at-large warrants filed for Violation
of a Sexually Oriented Business Ordinance (Texas Local Government Code 243.010), a
Class A Misdemeanor.

As a result of the operations, arrests, and non-compliance of the licensees, the Chief of
Police suspended the two SOB licenses under authority granted by Section 41A-9 of the
Dallas City Code. One licensee has served their suspension and is now in compliance
with the ordinance. The second licensee has appealed their suspension to a State District
Court, and the appeal is currently pending.

The Special Investigations Division Vice Licensing Squad and the Patrol Bureau are
continually working to ensure compliance with the ordinance.
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