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Governor Michael L. Parson and Policy Saft:

amwringonbehalfof AMVETS DepartofMissouri 0 expressour
Song support for House Bill 2446, which ims to allow for the licensure of
Paturopathc physicians within our sate.

Despite the V.A. hiring specialists provide mar integrative cae,
NaturopathicDoctors(ND)aecurentlynot included inthatpool. It clear |
{rom the missionofthe “Whole Health” Program established by the V.A. that
N's are a ial aiion, and thei inclusion should be worked towards in
Onder tobringthe program’ full potential o light. Moving the needleof state

Jegistationwil openthedoor for this muchneededshiftand allow theV.A. 10
rau this valuable profession within the Whole Health Program and beyond.

ERVING ifimportantto otethat the WholeHealthprogram is indirectalignment
with Naturopathic Medicine principles, and in fact, the VHA has entrusted

WITH twoWholeHealthProgram sites tothedirectionofNaturopathic Doctors.

PRIDE Pursuing censureofNaturopathicDoctors inMissouri icrucialinmoving
uson stp loser 0allowing veterans(0access thisvitalmedicine.

Collaboration between AMVETS and the Naturopathic community is not new.
In 2015, partnershipwascrestedwhenthe AmericanAssociationof
NaturopathicPhysicians (ANP) and AMVETS circulated a “Dear

=" Colleague etertonational leadersto encouragethe V.A. temploylicensed
NaturopathicDoctors. Thiscollaborationcameaboutaftr surveyconducted
bytheAANPfoundthat two-thirds ofveterans (64%)wouldprefer adoctor
‘Whoprescribesnatural therapiesbeforeconsideringdrugsorsurgery,andthat
‘carythree-quartersofveterans (73%)wouldconsiderseeing aND ifheor

| Shewereon staff a nearby V.A. fucilty.
UnitwecanlicensethesedoctorswithinMissour, theveteransof ourgreat.

| statewillcontinue to sufferfrom chronicpain andother ailmentswithoutthe
Tull beneis of Naturopathic careandtheopportunitytobeincludedinthe
“Whole Heal” program established by the V.A.

CC — Currently, there are26states anderitoies thathave licensed physicians.E pn
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