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Via Fi Mail

Joseph Tacopina, sq
Tacopina Scigel & Deorco.
275 Madison Avenue, 35 Floor
New York, NY 10016

Re: People v. Donald J. Trump, Indictment # 71543/2023

Dese Me. Tacopina:

As you are aware, at Mr. Trump's arraignment on April 4, 2023, Assistant District Attorney
Chiistopher Contoy, brought o this Cours atention what he characterized as 4 porenual conflict
involving your representation of Mx. Trump. ADA Conroy requested that | conduc an inquiry (0
better gauge the existence of conflict usa result of you prior dealings with Stormy Danicls, possible
Peoples witness in this case. Arraignment anscrpt Page 8. You disagreed with the People’s
assertions and suggested that a way to deal with the Peoples concerns would be for you to not
participate in the cross-cxamination of Ms. Danicl, were she called 2s a witness by the People.
Transcript Pages 23.25. ‘This Court made no ndings at that ime, invited additional submissions and
instead, briefly informed Me, Trampofhis Aght to conflict ce representation. 1 aso encouraged Mir.
“Trump to scck the advice of other counsel ifhe so wished. Ni. Trump indicated that he understood
His sights. Transcript pes 26 and 27.

On April 12,2023, you filed a eter, together with numerous atachments, further explaining
your positon that there io conflict. “The People filed letter dated Apel 14, 2023, in substance,
skin this Cour to make additional inquiresof you and to conduct a Gabe inquiry of Mr. Trump.
By leu dated April 28, 2023, this Court requested that you provide certain sddiional material for
in camera review. You provided the requested documents on May 13, 2023. The Court subsequently
asked you to meet in chambers

On July 18, 2023, we met in my chambers. The proceedings were conducted on the record,
which you requested be scaled. At the conclusion of our mecung, you asked this Court for an
opportunity to provide the formal opinion of Michael S. Ross, an expert in the fcld of legal ethic.
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