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Letter dated 12 January 2024 from the Permanent Representative
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the

United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council

1am writingi accordancewith Anicle 1 of the Chrte ofthe United Nations
to report to the Security Council that oa 11 January 2024 the United Kingdom of
Great Britain ad Northera Ireland conducted precision stikes agaiast Houthi
‘militaey targets onthe territoryofYemennexercise ofthe inherent rightofindividual
Setdefence

Since 19 November 2023, Hout militants have carried outs serie of sticks
on vesselsintheRed Sea sad GulfofAden. These have employed one-way uamanned
Secal vehicle, atiship cruise aad ballistic missle, helicopterborae commando
Sssauit and small boats On | December 2023 the United Nations Security Couacil
sued a statement condemaing Houth attacks against commercial vessels transiting
the Red Sea and demanding that all such ttacks cease immediately (SC/15513). On
3 January 2024 3 joiat statement was issued by the Governments of Australis,
Bahrain, Belgium, Canads, Deamark, Germany, sl, Japan, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, the Republic of Kores, Singapore, the United Kingdom and the United
State. The statement noted tha the ongoing Houthi attacks n the Red Sea were
iflgal unacceptable aad profoundly destabilizingand waned ha the Houthis would
bear the responsibilty ofthe consequences should they continue thei attacks. Despite
these statements, on 9 January 2028 Houthi militants launched 3 further attack,
employing more than 20 unmanned aril vehicles, 3 aati-ship missiles and8 combat
Stcrat. The ships aicked included the Royal Navy destcyer HNS Diamond. On
10 Jamuary 2024, the United Nations Security Covacil adopted resolution 2722
(2004), which took ote of the right of Member States, in accordance with
ternational aw, to defend thei vessels from attacks.

In view of the armed attack against EMS Diamond sad the ongoing risk to
British ships, the United Kingdom conducted precision iris against Hout military
cilities ueed as unmanned serial vebicleaad missle launch sits. These svikes were
necessary and proportionate measures taken ia exerciseofte ndividusl right of self
defence

would be gratefulifthe peseat ete could be czculated as 3 document ofthe
Security Couacil

(Signed) Barbara Woodward

EERE
2u00026®) 1s0124 <
il reer EBoe


