
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND

1600 SPEARHEAD DIVISION AVENUE
FORT KNOX, KY 40122 

September 28, 2023 

Freedom of Information Office 

Mr. Jack Whitney 

Tucson, AZ 85732 
ontheline297@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Whitney: 

     This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated  
June 21, 2021, for “the accident investigations for the parachute accident that killed 
SFC Ethan Carpenter. The accident occurred on 3/15/2019 at the Parachute Training 
and Testing Facility at Pinal Airpark, AZ.” We assigned control number FA-23-3640 to 
your request for our administrative and tracking purposes – please refer to this number 
when inquiring with us about your request. 

      A copy of the requested LOD is enclosed. We processed your request in accordance 
with Department of Defense Instruction (DODI) 1300.18, Military Personnel Casualty 
Matters, Policies and Procedures, Army Regulation 638-8, Army Casualty Program, 
Army Regulation 638-34, Army Fatal Incident Family Brief Program, and under the 
provisions of the Freedom of Information (FOIA) and Privacy Acts. Personal information 
of others has been excised from the documents pursuant Exemptions 3 and 6 of the 
FOIA. Exemption 3 covers information specifically exempted from disclosure by statute. 
Accordingly, 10 U.S.C. § 130b prohibits the disclosure of personally identifying 
information regarding personnel assigned to an overseas, sensitive, or routinely 
deployable unit. Exemptions 6 permits the government to withhold all information about 
individuals in "personnel and medical files and similar files" when the disclosure of such 
information "would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." This 
information, if disclosed, would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy. Accordingly, the personal information of others is exempt from disclosure under 
Exemption 6 of the FOIA without the data subjects’ express written consent, subpoena 
and/or court order. We will always protect your family’s personal information from any 
unauthorized disclosure in the same manner. 

     On behalf of the U.S. Army Medical Command, personal health information of others 
has also been excised from the report under Exemption 6 of the FOIA, as it would also 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.  
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Please do not consider this a denial of your request, but our effort to provide you with 

responsive records in a timely and efficient manner. If you require a formal response, 
you may submit a letter in writing to this Command, ATTN: AHRC-FOI. Upon receipt, 
your request will be processed though our Initial Denial Authority, Major General Thom, 
Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command. 

For further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request, you have the 
right to contact the Army FOIA Public Liaison Officer, by email at usarmy.belvoir.hqda-
oaa-ahs.mbx.rmda-foia-public-liaison@army.mil, or by phone at (571) 515-0306. 
Additionally, you have the right to contact the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to 
inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for 
OGIS is as follows: NARA-OGIS, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, MD 20740-
6001, email at ogis@nara.gov: telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free at (877) -684-
6448; or facsimile at (202) 741-5769. 

If you are not satisfied with our response and you have already requested a formal 
response, you have the right to appeal to the Office of the General Counsel through the 
Department of the Army, U.S. Army Human Resources Command, ATTN: AHRC-FOI, 
1600 Spearhead Division Avenue, Department 107, Fort Knox, Kentucky 40122-5504. 
Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date 
of this response.  

     If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (502) 613-4055, or via e-mail at 
rebecca.a.morris8.civ@army.mil. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

      Becky Morris        
Becky Morris 
Government Information Specialist 

 

Enclosure 
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