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Probable Cause
[BEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORITY PERSONALLY APPEARED DETECTIVE H.
(OSTHED M6504

IWHO BEING DULY SWORN, ALLEGES, ON INFORMATION AND BELIEF, THAT BETWEEN THE
28TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2023 & THE 3RD DAY OF JANUARY 2024

IN MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA THE DEFENDANT DID:

ICOMMIT THE OFFENSES OF TRAVELING TO MEET A MINOR TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY,|
INTERFERING WITH CHILD CUSTODY, & SHELTERING AN UNMARRIED MINOR TO WIT:

ION 1/3/2023, WHILE WORKING AS A MAJOR CRIMES DETECTIVE IN AN ON-CALL STATUS, |
RECEIVED A PHONE CALL FROM SPECIAL AoE I TH THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATIONS REQUESTING ASSISTANCE IN L MISSING JUVENILE. | WAS
IMADE AWARE THAT 16 vert oLo I (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS "THE
VICTIM") WAS LISTED AS A RUNA\ 'STEM OUT OF OHIO. ADDITIONALLY, |
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[WAS ADVISED THAT DETECTIVE C KUNKLEMAN WITH THE LIMA POLICE DEPARTMENT IN
[OHIO HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION VIA LEGAL PROCESS THAT THE MISSING JUVENILES
"WORLD OF WARCRAFT" ACCOUNTJT HAD BEEN UTILIZED BY ON 1/3/2023 WITH
IAN ACTIVE IP ADDRESS OF 76.29.14: GAL PROCESS ALSO IDENTIFIED 31 YEAR-
OLD THOMAS EBERSOLE (WORLD OF WARCRAFT USERNAME SALT WARRIOR #11554) WAS
ACTIVE AT THE SAME IP ADDRESS ON THE SAME DAY. THE LEGAL PROCESS FURTHER
WENT ON TO PROVIDE THE ADDRESS OF 2390 SW SHOREWOOD DR, DUNNELLON, FL IN
IMARION COUNTY AS THE ADDRESS FOR THE ACCOUNT. THIS IS THE REGISTERED
ADDRESS OF THOMAS EBERSOLE, WHO WILL HEREAFTER BE IDENTIFIED AS "THE
DEFENDANT."

DETECTIVE KNUKLEMAN ADVISED THE FEDERAL AGENTS THAT THE VICTIM'S MOTHER (HER
[LEGAL CUSTODIAN) DID NOT GIVE ANYONE PERMISSION TO HAVE CUSTODY OF THE CHILD
VICTIM.

UPON RESPONDING TO THE AFOREMENTIONED LOCATION WITH THE AFOREMENTIONED
[FEDERAL AGENTS, WE MADE CONTACT WITH THE DEFENDANT AT THE FRONT DOOR OF HIS
RESIDENCE. HE INITIALLY DENIED KNOWING OF ANYONE BY THE VICTIM'S NAME BUT
[ULTIMATELY HUNG HIS HEAD AND TOLD US THAT HE WOULD BE RIGHT BACK. HE
RETURNED TO THE DOORWAY WITH THE VICTIM, WHO WAS FRUSTRATED BUT
COOPERATIVE, STATING SHE HAD REQUESTED THE DEFENDANT DO THIS. THE TWO WERE
SEPARATED AND DURING A POST MIRANDA ELICITATION OF THE DEFENDANT HE ADMITTED
ITO DRIVING IN HIS 2019 NISSAN TWO DOOR TO PICK THE VICTIM UP FROM OHIO.

INITIALLY THE DEFENDANT ADVISED THAT HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE VICTIM WAS ONLY
IAS FRIENDS, HE LATER ADMITTED TO HAVING A ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH HER. HE
[STATED THEY HAD SPOKEN, VIDEO CALLED, AND TEXT MESSAGED THE VICTIM UTILIZING
[THE APPLICATION "DISCORD" AND ALLOWED ME TO VIEW AND PRESERVE MESSAGES THAT
WERE BETWEEN THE TWO OF THEM. IN THESE MESSAGES, THE DEFENDANT SENDS A
[PICTURE OF HIS CAR THAT HE PICKED THE VICTIM UP IN, TELLING HER IT WOULD BE HER
ICAR STATING "ALL YOURS DARLING." THE DEFENDANT AND CHILD VICTIM REFER TO EACH
OTHER THROUGH THE COURSE OF THE MESSAGES BY SEVERAL PET NAMES SUCH AS
DARLIN, BABYGIRL, BEAUTIFUL, BABE, LITTLE WOLF, HUN AND MY HOT TIER DH TANK.
STATEMENTS OF LLYT (LOVE LOVE YOU TOO), LLY (LOVE YOU LOTS “NOT A STANDARD
ACRONYM"), ILY (I LOVE YOU), ILYSM (I LOVE YOU SO MUCH) WERE MADE SEVERAL TIMES.
[HE ADMITTED TO KISSING HER IN THE CAR AND "NOT MUCH" IN HIS HOUSE. THREE
[BRUISES ON THE DEFENDANTS NECK WERE LOCATED AND IDENTIFIED BY HIM AS "HICKIES"
CAUSED BY THE VICTIM WHILE THEY KISSED. THE DEFENDANT MADE ADMISSIONS TO
[HAVING A ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP AND ULTIMATELY PLANNING TO HIDE THE VICTIM
INSIDE OF HIS RESIDENCE AND HAVE HER BECOME HIS WIFE.

|AT 12/27/2023 AT 7:18 AM, THE VICTIM APPEARS TO HAVE EDITED A MESSAGE, IN REPLY TO
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|THE EDITED MESSAGE THE DEFENDANT REPLIES "I THINK YOU -- -- LOOK HOT?" THIS
ICORROBORATES THE STATEMENT MADE BY THE DEFENDANT THAT THE VICTIM HAD SENT

IHIM A PICTURE WHILE SHE WAS IN THE BATHROOM. AT 8:54 AM ON THE SAME DATE THE

DEFENDANT TELLS THE VICTIM "ILYT (I LOVE YOU TOO) BEAUTIFUL | CAN'T WAIT TO MEET

YOU <3 | HOPE YOU GET SOME REST TOO I'.L TTYL (TALK TO YOU LATER) MY LOVE." AT 7:2

IPM THE DEFENDANT SAYS "I LEAVE SOON" TO WHICH THE VICTIM REPLIES "CRIMES!" IN

IREPLY, THE DEFENDANT STATES "SHOULD | NOT? XD" TO WHICH THE VICTIM SAYS "I'M JUST

ISAYING CRIMES LOL *LAUGHING EMOJI*." THE DEFENDANT THEN STATES "LMFAO RAWRRR

| COME GET YOU." AT 9:19 PM, THE DEFENDANT SAYS "856 MILES TO GO... 12 HOURS LOL...

IALMOST OUT OF FL."

IN ADDITION TO THE DEFENDANT ADMITTING HE KNEW THE VICTIM WAS 16 DURING OUR

[ELICITATION OF HIM, IN THE MESSAGES BETWEEN THE TWO, THE VICTIM MAKES

ICOMMENTS ABOUT HER MOTHER BEING A LIGHT SLEEPER AND HER MOTHER'S HISTORY OF|
ITAKING THE VICTIM'S PHONE TO SEE WHO SHE IS TEXTING. ADDITIONALLY, WHILE DRIVING

ITHE DEFENDANT TELLS THE VICTIM THAT HE WAS THINKING ABOUT "CONTINGENCIES"

ISAYING HE "DON'T WANNA TEXT IT" AND HE WAS "PARANOID ABOUT THE TEXT CHAIN."

ITHE DEFENDANT MAINTAINED HIS POSITION THAT NO UNLAWFUL TOUCHING, OR UNLAWFUL|

ISEXUAL ACTIVITY HAD TAKEN PLACE BUT ALSO CHANGED HIS NARRATIVE IN REFERENCE

ITO THE NATURE OF HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE VICTIM MULTIPLE TIMES. HOWEVER, THE

VICTIM STATED AT ONE POINT DURING THE TEXT MESSAGES THAT SHE WAS GOING TO

"BITE" THE DEFENDANT, THIS WAS CORROBORATED BY THE "HICKIES" ON THE DEFENDANT

ATTRIBUTED TO THE VICTIM. IN MY BEST JUDGMENT, THIS ACT OF PASSIONATE KISSING

ITHAT INCLUDED, BY THE DEFENDANT'S OWN ACCOUNT, THE 16 YEAR OLD CHILD VICTIM

IPUTTING HER TONGUE INSIDE OF THE 31 YEAR-OLD DEFENDANT'S MOUTH AND BITING THE
IDEFENDANT'S NECK LEAVING BRUISES, CONSTITUTES A LASCIVIOUS ACT AS THESE

|OVERTLY-SEXUAL ACTS ARE NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL BEHAVIOR BETWEEN

ICHILDREN AND ADULTS.

IBASED ON THE ABOVE INFORMATION, IN MY BEST JUDGMENT, THE DEFENDANT, WITHOUT

LAWFUL AUTHORITY, KNOWINGLY TOOK THE VICTIM FROM THE CUSTODY OF HER LEGAL

IGUARDIAN. IN THIS TAKING, HE LEFT AND RETURNED TO MARION COUNTY. WHILE HE

IMADE THE CLAIM THAT HE HAD FEAR FOR THE VICTIM'S WELLBEING BECAUSE OF

IDOMESTIC ISSUES WITH HER MOTHER, HE CLARIFIED HE WOULD NOT HAVE NOTIFIED AND

IHAD NO INTENT TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT THAT HE HAD TAKEN CUSTODY OF THE

VICTIM. HE ARTICULATED NO EFFORT TO GET HER ANY SERVICES OR RESOURCES IN AN

ATTEMPT TO ASSIST HER OTHER THAN HARBORING HER IN HIS HOME WHILE ENGAGING IN

IA ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH HER. FURTHERMORE, BY NATURE OF BEING MARRIED
IAND/OR ROMANTICALLY INTIMATE; THE RELATIONSHIP THAT EXISTED WOULD HAVE

JULTIMATELY HAVE HAD TO INCLUDE SEXUAL ACTIVITY. THEREFORE THE DEFENDANTS ACT

|OF UTILIZING THE ON-LINE SERVICE "DISCORD" TO ENGAGE IN A RELATIONSHIP THAT
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WOULD HAVE ULTIMATELY INCLUDED ENGAGING IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY AND THEN
ITRAVELING VIA CAR ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO PICK UP THE VICTIM, AND THEN RETURNING|

IHER TO MARION COUNTY, CONSTITUTED A CRIMINAL ACT. ALL OF THIS INFORMATION WAS

ICORROBORATED BY THE DISCORD CHAT MESSAGES, THE NATURE OF THEIR

CONVERSATION, THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY SPOKE, AND THE DEFENDANT'S

ISTATEMENTS OF LOVE AND PHYSICAL AFFECTION TOWARDS THE CHILD VICTIM.

|THE DEFENDANT IS NOT AN AGENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES NOR

IS HE AN AUTHORIZED AGENT OF THE DEPARTMENT.

IMARION COUNTY TELETYPE LOCATED NO CRIMINAL HISTORY FOR THE DEFENDANT.

IDUE TO THE ACT OF TRAVELING TO MEET A MINOR TO ENGAGE IN SEXUAL ACTIVITY BEING

|A SECOND DEGREE FELONY, THE DEFENDANT WILL BE HELD ON NO BOND UNTIL HIS FIRST

APPEARANCE.a
[DEPUTY I 6504| REPORTING OFFICER |MAJOR CRIMES DEPARTMENT

[OfficerName Office Rank. Officer 1DNo [Sworn andsubscribedbeforeme, the undersigned authority.

Joes HOEO




