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@) P P E N H E I M E R

A VAST SPHERE OF FIRE, the fire of a thousand suns, slowy
EATS the nighttinme desert. A line of black type appears:

"Promet heus stole fire fromthe Gods and gave it to man."
And the sound of DOZENS OF FEET STAMPI NG RHYTHM CALLY. .
"For this he was chained to a rock and tortured for eternity."”

RO LI NG PLASMA expands, the sound of STAMPI NG GRONS
OPPRESSI VE, the STAMPI NG FASTER and FASTER over -

A FACE. Gaunt, tense. EYES TIGHTLY SHUT. The face SHUDDERS-
t he sound CEASES as ny EYES OPEN, STARI NG | NTO CAMERA

Peer into nmy soul - J. ROBERT OPPENHElI MER, aged 50, cl ose
cropped greying hair. The gentle sounds of bureaucracy...

Super title: " 1. FISSION "

VO CE (O S.)
Dr. Oppenhei ner, as we begin, | believe
you have a statenent to read into
the record?

| gl ance down at ny notes.

OPPENHEI MER
Yes, Your Honour -

SECOND VO CE (O S.)
We're not judges, Doctor.

OPPENHEI MVER

No. O course.

(I start reading)
Menbers of the Security Board, the
so-cal l ed derogatory information in
your indictnent of nme cannot be fairly
under st ood except in the context of
my life and ny work. This answer is
a summary of relevant aspects of ny
life in nore or | ess chronol ogi cal
order. ..

SENATE Al DE (V. O.)
How | ong did he testify?

CUT TO
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3 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (BLACK AND WHI TE SEQUENCE)

Cl ose on a prosperous 63-year old nman, LEWS STRAUSS, as he
takes a cup of coffee froma SENATE Al DE. .

Super title: " 2. FUSION "

STRAUSS
| forget. Three days, or so. The
whol e hearing took a nonth.

SENATE Al DE
An ordeal .

STRAUSS
|"ve only read the transcript, but
who'd want to justify their whol e

life?
SENATE Al DE
You weren't there?
STRAUSS
As Chairman, | wasn't allowed to be.
Are they really going to ask about

e
it? 1t was years ago.

SENATE Al DE
Four years ago. Qppenheiner stil
di vides America- the Conmttee wll
want to know where you stood.
(checks his watch)
Ready?

4 | NT. CORRI DOR, SENATE BUI LDI NG - MOVENTS LATER ( B&W
The Senate Aide | eads Strauss along the corridor.
SENATE Al DE

Senat or Thurnond asked ne to say not
to feel you're on trial.

STRAUSS
| didn't, till you said that.
SENATE Al DE
Real ly, M Strauss-
STRAUSS
Adm ral .
SENATE Al DE
Admral Strauss, this is a formality.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

SENATE Al DE ( CONT' D)
Presi dent Ei senhower's asked you to
be in his Cabinet, the Senate really
has no choice but to confirmyou

They arrive at the door.

STRAUSS
And if they bring up OQopenhei ner?

SENATE Al DE
When they bring up Qppenhei nmer, answer
honestly and no Senator can deny
that you did your duty. It'Il be
unconfortable...

(smles)
who wants to justify their whole
life?

The door to the VAST conm ttee room opens- they enter,
FLASHBULBS POPPI NG as PRESS and PUBLI C see Strauss.

ROBB (V. Q)
Wiy did you | eave the United States?

CUT TO
| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR)

The roomis SMALL, SHABBY. Surprised, | |look up fromny
statenent at the prosecutor, Roger ROBB. Then turn to the
THREE BOARD MEMBERS ( GRAY, EVANS, MORGAN).

OPPENHEI VER
| wanted to | earn the new physics.

GRAY
Was there nowhere here? | thought
Ber kel ey had the | eading theoreti cal
physi cs depart nment -

OPPENHEI VER
Sure. Once | built it. First | had
to go to Europe. | went to Canbridge
to work under Patrick Bl ackett.

ROBB
Were you happier there than in
America?

| NSERT CUTS: A YOUNG ME(21) LIES IN BED STARI NG UP, CRYING ..

PARTI CLES W TH THE VASTNESS OF STARS MOVE LI KE FI REFLI ES. . .

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
OPPENHEI MER
No. | was honesick. Enotionally
immature..., troubled by visions of

a hi dden universe..
| NT. LABORATORY, CAMBRI DGE - DAY
The YOUNG ME, frazzled demeanor, STRUGGLES with equi prent.

OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
...useless in the | ab.

| drop a beaker, it SHATTERS. PATRI CK BLACKETT | ooks over,
FROMI NG. He picks up an APPLE and takes a LARGE BI TE

BLACKETT
(through appl e)
Chri st, Oppenhei ner, have you had
any sleep? Start again.

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| need to go to the lecture.

BLACKETT
Why ?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
(pl eadi ng)
It's N els Bohr.
Bl ackett check his watch- starts packing up-

BLACKETT
Damm, conpletely forgot. Let's go.

| start to pack up with the other students.

BLACKETT ( CONT' D)
Not you. Finish coating those plates.

| clean up as Bl ackett and the other students |eave- one
| eaves an APPLE for Blackett- GREEN W TH STEM AND TI NY LEAF

| pause at a bottle: Potassium Cyanide... CLUVSY HANDS
SHAKING | draw CYANIDE into a syringe. | INJECT the apple...

EXT. QUADRANGLE, CAMBRI DGE - EVEN NG
| HURRY across the quad. A lonely figure.

BOHR (V. Q)
Quantum physics isn't a step forward,
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I NT. LECTURE HALL, CAMBRI DGE - CONTI NUQUS 8

| sneak into the back of the auditorium Standing,
SPELLBOUND, as NI ELS BOHR, a charismatic Dane, | ectures.

BOHR
It's a new way to understand reality.
Ei nstein's opened a door, now we're
peeri ng through, seeing a world inside

our world... a world of energy and
paradox that not everyone can
accept. ..

| RAISE ny hand to ask a question..
CUT TO
| NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY ( BLACK AND WHI TE) 9

Strauss sits facing the commttee, COUNSEL beside him PRESS,
CAMERAS and PUBLI C behi nd. .

SENATOR MCCEE
Admral Strauss, I'minterested in
your relationship with Dr.J Robert
Qppenheimer.  You net in 19477

STRAUSS
Correct.

SENATOR MCGEE
You were a conmi ssioner of the Atonm c
Ener gy Conm ssi on?

STRAUSS
| was, but | net Robert in ny capacity
as board nenber of the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton. After
t he war he was world renowned- the
great man of physics...

EXT. | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRI NCETON - DAY (B&W 10
Strauss, younger, 51, bustles out of the Institute-

STRAUSS (V. Q)
...l was determned to get himto
run the institute.

-to welconme the rail-thin figure of OCppenhei mer(43), energing
froma TAXI in HAT and coat, PIPE in nmouth. 1 CONIC

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Dr . Oppenhei ner, an honor.

OPPENHEI MER
M. Strauss.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

STRAUSS

It's pronounced 'straws'.
OPPENHEI MER

' Ch- ppenhei mer', 'aw ppenhei nmer' -

any way you say it they know I'm

Jew sh. -
STRAUSS

" ma proud nmenber of Tenple Enmanuel -
"Straws' is the Southern
pronunci ation. Wl cone to the

Institute. | think you could be
very happy here.
OPPENHEI MVER
n?
STRAUSS
Vll, you'll love the conmute- the

position conmes with that house for
you and your wfe.

Strauss points along an avenue of trees to O den Manor...

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
And your two children..

Oppenhei ner nods as he follows Strauss into the Institute.
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| NT. | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRI NCETON - CONTI NUCUS ( B&W

Strauss | eads Oppenhei ner through the Institute.

STRAUSS
|"ma great admrer of your work.

OPPENHEI MVER
You' re a physicist by training,
M. Strauss?

STRAUSS
No, I'mnot trained in Physics, or
anything else. |1'ma self-nmde man.
OPPENHEI MVER
| can relate to that...
STRAUSS
Real | y?
OPPENHEI MVER
(dry)

My father was one.

| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE, | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY -
MOVENTS LATER ( B&W

Strauss shows Oppenheinmer into the well-appointed office.

STRAUSS
This woul d be your office.

Qppenheiner drifts to the windows- a LAWN rolls down to a
POND. He spots a FIGURE- |ong grey hair poking from under
hi s hat -

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
|"'mtold he's there npst afternoons.

The Figure gently tosses a stone into the water.

( CONTI NUED)

12

11
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CONTI NUED: 12

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
' ve al ways wondered why you didn't
involve himin the Manhattan Project.

Qppenhei ner turns to Strauss, interested..

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
The greatest scientific mnd of our
time?

OPPENHEI MER
O his time. Einstein published his
theory of Relativity nore than 40
years ago, but never enbraced the
quantumworld it reveal ed.

STRAUSS
'God doesn't play dice'

OPPENHEI MVER
Precisely. You never thought of
studyi ng physics formally?

STRAUSS
| had offers. But | chose to sel
shoes.

OPPENHEI VER
Lew s Strauss was once a lowy shoe
sal esman?

STRAUSS

No. Just a shoe sal esman.
(opens the door)
"1l introduce you-

OPPENHEI MER
No need. |'ve known himfor years.

Strauss, awkward, stays in the doorway and WATCHES. .

From af ar: as Oppenhei ner approaches, Einstein's HAT BLOAS

of f his head, unleashing a MESS OF GREY HAIR, hat rolling

across the grass to where Qppenhei ner SCOOPS it up, and we...
CUT TO

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY ( COLOUR) 13

| flip a page. Continue reading ny statenent.

OPPENHEI MVER

| struggled badly trying to visualize
this new world. ..
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| NT. ROOVS AT CAMBRI DGE - DAY
The Young Me lies on the floor, STARI NG UP. ..
OPPENHEI MER (V. Q)
...you had to retool your mnd to
see things hovering just out of sight,
| NSERT CUT: PO NTS OF LI GAT MOVE LI KE SPARKS, BUT IN A WAVE

OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Then you coul d unl ock forces never
bef ore i magi ned. ..

| wi pe TEARS from ny eyes.

| NSERT CUT: STARS. SPARKS FROM A CAMPHI RE. | PAT THE NOSE
OF A HORSE I N THE DARKNESS AS | FEED I T AN APPLE

| grow calm ny eyelids |owering...

| NSERT CUT: AN APPLE- GREEN W TH A STEM AND A TI NY LEAF. .
| OPEN ny eyes- JUWP out of bed- SCRAMBLE to dress-

EXT. QUADRANGLE, CAMBRI DGE - MOVENTS LATER

| RUN, DESPERATE, AGAI NST the crowd-

| NT. LABORATORY, CAMBRI DGE - DAY

| BURST in- Blackett LOOKS UP. ANOTHER MAN has his back to
ne. Bet ween them on the work bench- the PO SONED APPLE. .

BLACKETT
You alright?

| nod, awkward, trying to control nmy BREATHI NG ..

BLACKETT ( CONT' D)
Ni el s, neet J. Robert Oppenhei ner.

The other man TURNS, offers his hand- Niels Bohr.

BOHR
VWhat does the 'J' stand for?

BLACKETT
Not hi ng, apparently.

Bohr takes ne in- this strange, BREATHLESS young man..
BOHR

You were at ny lecture. You asked
the only good questi on.

( CONTI NUED)

14

15

16
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BLACKETT
Nobody's denying his insight. It's
his | aboratory skills that | eave a
little to be desired.

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| heard you give the same | ecture-

BOHR
At Harvard. And you asked the sane
guestion. Wy ask agai n?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| hadn't |iked your answer.

BOHR
Did you like it better yesterday?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
A lot.

BOHR
You can |ift the rock w thout being
ready for the snake that's reveal ed.
Now, it seens, you' re ready.

Bohr picks up the PO SONED APPLE from Bl ackett's desk..

BOHR ( CONT' D)
You don't enjoy the |ab?

| shake ny head. Bohr GESTI CULATES with the apple as he tal ks-
| watch it bob around- a kitten following a ball of string..

BOHR ( CONT' D)
Get out of Canbridge, with its beakers
and potions. Go sonmewhere they'll
| et you think..
(assesses ne)
Got ti ngen.

BLACKETT
Bor n?

BOHR
Born. Get to Germany. Study under
Max Born. Learn the ways of theory.
"1l send word.

Bohr raises the apple to take a bite- | GRAB it-

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
Wor mhol e.

-DRCP it into the wastebasket. Blackett peers at it, curious.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 16
BOHR
How s your mathematics?
BLACKETT

Not good enough for the physicist he
wants to be.

BOHR
Al gebra's |Iike sheet music. The
inmportant thing isn't can you read
music, it's can you hear it. Can
you hear the nmusic, Robert?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| can.

SPARKS expl ode in WAVES, WAVES of FIRE CRASHI NG on a SHORE

of GLASS, FLYI NG OVER the MEDI EVAL SPI RES of Gotti ngen,

wat ch BORN and BCOHR and DI RAC, GALAXI ES of PARTI CLES DI SPERSE
and REFORM a CUBI ST PAI NTI NG transfi xes the Young Me, an
ORCHESTRA pl ays STRAVI NSKY, | read THE WASTELAND, | WRI TE
FURI QUSLY at a desk, | WRITE FURI QUSLY on a chal k board, |
SMASH a gl ass, and ANOTHER, and ANOTHER, WATCHI NG t he SHARDS
skid across the floor, CATCH NG and REFRACTI NG LI GHT, | watch
RAI NDROPS scintillate a PUDDLE, STREAM down a wi ndow pane, |
di sturb the surface of a sink full of WATER, watchi ng Rl PPLES
propagate and | NTERFERE, | BOUNCE a ball against a corner of
my room studying its trajectory...

CUr TG
EXT. | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRI NCETON - DAY (B&W 17

Strauss wat ches Qppenhei ner hand the HAT to Einstein. Strauss
checks his watch, then starts down the hill towards them

As he approaches, Einstein TURNS, wal king towards Strauss

with a GRI M EXPRESSI ON. .

STRAUSS
(friendly)
Al bert. ..

Ei nstei n PASSES wi t hout acknow edgi ng Strauss. Strauss
reaches Oppenhei ner -

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
What did you say to hin®

OPPENHEI VER
He's fine. M.Strauss, there are
things in ny past you need to be
awar e of.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
STRAUSS
As Chairman of the AEC | have access
to your security file. 1've read
it. The job's yours.
OPPENHEI MVER
You're not worried?
STRAUSS
After all you' ve done for your
country?
OPPENHEI MER
Ti mes change, M. Strauss.
STRAUSS

The purpose of this institute is to
provi de a haven for independent m nds.
You're the man for the job

OPPENHEI VER
Then I'Il consider it. And I'll see
you at the AEC neeting tonorrow.

Oppenhei mer turns, heads back up the hill.

STRAUSS
(taken aback)
This is one of the nobst prestigious
appointnments in the country...

Oppenhei ner | ooks back at Strauss, GRI NS-

OPPENHEI MVER
Wth a great commute. That's why
|"m considering it.

Strauss wat ches him go, shaking his head.

SENATOR MCGEE (V. Q)
So, Dr. Qppenhei mer brought your
attention to his past associations
bef ore you appoi nted hinf

| NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

STRAUSS
Yes.

SENATOR MCGEE
And they didn't concern you?

STRAUSS
Just then | was nore concerned about
what he'd said to Einstein to sour
hi m on ne.

( CONTI NUED)

17

18
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CONTI NUED: 18
A few CHUCKLES fromthe room

SENATOR MCGEE
But | ater?

STRAUSS
Well, we all know what happened | ater.
CUT TO
| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR) 19
The Board Menbers listen as | continue reading...
OPPENHEI MER
After Gottingen | noved on to Leiden
in Holland...
| NT. LECTURE HALL, LEIDEN - DAY 20
A packed hall. The Young Me nervously checks ny notes.

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
...where | first net |Isidor Rabi...

A stocky young man, |SIDOR RABI (30), plonks down next to a
DUTCH STUDENT who reluctantly shifts, giving himroom

RABI
A Yank | ecturing on the new physics?
This | have to hear- |I'man Anmerican

nmysel f.

DUTCH STUDENT
How sur pri si ng.

RABI
Let nme know if you need any help
with the English.

| start lecturing... |INDUTCH Rabi, confused, |eans in-

RABI ( CONT' D)
Wait, what's he saying?

I NT. TRAI'N, LEIDEN TO ZURI CH - NI GHT 21

| stare out the wi ndow at dark trees, steam and shadows.
Rabi dunps his bags down, slunps opposite, sizes ne up.
O fers nme an orange-

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
No, thank you.

RABI
It's a long way to Zurich.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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RABI ( CONT' D)
You get any skinnier we m ght |ose
you between the seat cushions. |'m
Rabi .

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
Qppenhei ner.

Rabi starts peeling his orange.

RABI
| caught your |ecture on nol ecul es.
Caught sone of it- we're a couple of
New York Jews- how do you know Dut ch?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| thought 1'd better learn it when
got here this senester

Rabi STOPS peeling his orange to STARE at ne-

RABI
You | earned enough Dutch in six weeks
to give a |l ecture on quantum
mechani cs?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
| wanted to chal |l enge nysel f.

RABI
Quantum physics isn't chall engi ng
enough? Schvit zer.

YOUNG OPPENHEI VER
Shvi tzer?

RABI
"Show of f'. Dutch in six weeks but
you never | earned yiddi sh?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MVER
(smle)
They don't speak it so nmuch ny side
of the Park.

RABI
Screw you. Honesick?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
You know it.

Rabi peels his orange. He turns serious...

( CONTI NUED)

21
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CONTI NUED: (2)

RABI
Ever get the feeling our kind isn't
entirely wel cone here?

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
Physi ci sts?

RABI
Funny.

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
Sonetimes. Not in the departnent.

RABI
They're all Jew sh, too.

Rabi tosses ne a slice of orange.

RABI ( CONT' D)
Eat .

| take the orange, 'sipping’ at it.
RABI ( CONT' D)
In Zurich there's a German you have
to seek out-

YOUNG OPPENHEI MER
Hei senber g.

I NT. LECTURE HALL, ZURICH - DAY

Atall man of 26 turns fromthe bl ackboard- HElI SENBERG |
study his every nove. Rabi NUDGES ne 'see?' ..

| NT. SAME - LATER

Rabi introduces nme to Hei senberg.

HElI SENBERG
Qppenhei mer, yes. | liked your paper
on nol ecul es.
OPPENHEI MER
Probably because you inspired it.
HElI SENBERG
If | inspire anything else, let ne
know. We coul d publish together.
OPPENHEI MER

| have to get back to Anmerica.

( CONTI NUED)

21
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HEI SENBERG

VWhy? There's no one there taking
guant um nmechani cs seriously.

OPPENHEI MVER
That's exactly why.
RABI
He's pining for the canyons of
Manhat t an.
OPPENHEI MVER
The canyons of New Mexi co.
HEI SENBERG
You' re from New Mexi co?
OPPENHEI MVER

New York, but ny brother and | have
a ranch outside Santa Fe. That's
the Arerica | mss right now

HEI SENBERG
Then you best get hone, cowboys.

RABI
That's his thing- ne and horses? |
don't think so.

GRAY (V. 0)
Did you ever encounter Heisenberg
agai n?
24 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY
| smle to nyself.
OPPENHEI MVER

Not in person. But you m ght say
our paths crossed.

ROBB
Doctor, during your tine in Europe,
you seemto have net a w de range of
ot her countries' physicists..
(consul ti ng notes)

Born, Bohr, Pauli, Dirac, Einstein,
Hei senberg. . ?
OPPENHEI VER

That's right.
Robb | ooks up at ne..

ROBB
Any Russi ans?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

OPPENHEI MER
None that spring to m nd.
(from not es)
Returning to America | accepted
appoi ntments at both Caltech...

EXT. BERKELEY - DAY
| wal k across canpus to the Physics Departnent...

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
...and up at Berkel ey.

| NT. CORRI DOR, BERKELEY - CONTI NUOUS

| struggle to unlock a door... it opens-

| NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - CONTI NUQUS

A DUSTY storage space. Scattered tables and chairs. A piano.
EXT. CORRI DOR, BERKELEY - MOVENTS LATER

| step out of the classroom Look NEXT DOCR. .

| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY

| enter. A handsonme young scientist, ERNEST LAWRENCE, works
on an assenbl age of curved pipes and wiring with students,
i ncludi ng Luis ALVAREZ.

OPPENHEI MER
Dr. Lawr ence, | presune.

LAVRENCE
You nust be Qppenheiner. | hear you
want to start a school of quantum
t heory.

OPPENHEI MER
| amstarting it. Next door.

LAVRENCE
They put you in there?

OPPENHEI MER
| asked for it. | wanted to be cl ose
to you experinentalists.

LAVWRENCE
Theory wll get you only so far.
(gestures)
We're building a machine to accelerate
el ectrons.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
OPPENHEI MVER
Magni fi cent .
LAWRENCE
Wul d you like to hel p?
OPPENHEI MVER

Build it? No. But I'mworking on
theories I'd like to test with it.

LAVRENCE
When do you start teachi ng?
OPPENHEI MER
|"ve got ny first in an hour.
LAVRENCE
Sem nar ?
OPPENHEI MER
Pupi | .
LAVRENCE
One student? That's it?
OPPENHEI MER

| " mteachi ng sonet hing no one here's
dreamt of. But once people start
heari ng what you can do with it...

LAWRENCE

(grins)
There's no goi ng back.

| NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - LATER

| stand there, expectant. A student opens the door,
around enbarrassed-

STUDENT
|"msorry, | nust have m ssed-

OPPENHEI MER
No, this is it. M.Lomanitz, right?

LOVANI TZ(21) nods, takes a seat.
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
What do you know about quantum
mechani cs?

LOVANI TZ
| have a grasp on the basics-

( CONTI NUED)
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30 CONTI NUED: 30

OPPENHEI MVER
Then you're doing it wong.
(rapid fire)
s Iight made up of particles or
waves?

Lomanitz opens his nmouth to speak- too sl ow

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Quant um nmechani cs says it's both-
how can it be both?

LOVANI TZ
It can't.
OPPENHEI MVER
It can't. But it is. It's
par adoxi cal and yet... it works.
Lomanitz is hooked. | turn to the board, chalk out an
equation... when | turn back-
There are now FI VE students (including SERBER and SNYDER)
l[istening intently... | nove to Lomanitz to hand himhis
paper. | pat his shoul der.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
You' re gonna be okay.

DI SSCLVE TO

31 A PACKED CLASSROOM hanging on ny every word as |, now 32, 31
slim well-dressed, confident, teach in the round. Law ence
listens at the edge, fascinated.

OPPENHEI VER
Consider a star... a vast furnace
burning in outer space...

I NSERT CUT: A STAR A SUN. BURNI NG RO LI NG

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Fire pushing outwards against its
own gravity- balanced. But if its
furnace cools, gravity starts w nning.
It contracts...

| 1 ook around. Make eye contact with Hartland SNYDER. .

SNYDER
Density increases...

OPPENHEI MER
I ncreasing gravity...

I NSERT CUT: THE SUN | S SHRI NKI NG MORE AND MORE RAPIDLY. .

( CONTI NUED)
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on ny every word..
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SNYDER
| ncreasing density. A vicious cycle.
Until... what's the |imt here?
OPPENHEI VER
| don't know. See where the math
takes us. | guarantee it's sonewhere
no one's been before.
SNYDER
Me?
OPPENHEI VER

Your math's better than m ne.

EXT. BERKELEY - DAY

dashing, | STRIDE across canpus, a group of

31

32

i ncl udi ng Snyder and Lomanitz, follow ng nme, hanging

OPPENHEI MVER
Ei nstein can't accept the Copenhagen
interpretation-

LOVANI TZ
' God doesn't play dice'

OPPENHEI MVER
Except he does. Bohr showed us how. ..

I NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - DAY

mark up a paper. Lawrence cones in, frowns at the board.

LAVWRENCE
You shouldn't let thembring their
politics into the classroom.

OPPENHEI MER
| wote that. Lawence, you enbrace
the revolution in physics, can't you
see it everywhere el se? Picasso,
Stravi nsky, Freud, Marx...

LAVRENCE
This is America, Oppie. W had our
revolution. Seriously, keep it out
of the | ab.

OPPENHEI MER
Well, out of the lab, ny landlady's
havi ng a di scussi on group tonight.

( CONTI NUED)
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LAWRENCE
|'ve sanpl ed the Berkeley political
scene- it's all philosophy post-grads
and Communi sts tal king integration.

OPPENHEI MER
You don't care about integration?

LAWRENCE
| want to vote for it, not tal k about
it. Let's get dinner.

OPPENHEI MER
"' m neeting nmy brother there.

SENATOR BARTLETT (V. Q)
Dr. Oppenheiner's file contained
details of F.B.l. surveillance on
his activities at Berkeley...

| NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

Strauss | ooks at the Senator, cautious..

STRAUSS
Yes, as | recall.

SENATOR BARTLETT
Wiy woul d they have started a file
on Dr. Oppenhei ner before the war?

STRAUSS
You'd have to ask M. Hoover.

SENATOR BARTLETT
| "' masking you, Admiral Strauss.

STRAUSS
My assunption is that it was connected
to his left-wing political activities.

SENATOR BARTLETT
How woul d these activities have cone
to the attention of the F.B.|.?

STRAUSS
Well, if | renmenber correctly...

20.

CUT TO

CUT TO
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EXT. HOUSE PARTY, SHASTA ROAD, BERKELEY - N CGHT (COLOUR)

STRAUSS (V. Q)
The F.B.I. was taking license plates
out si de suspected Communi st gat heri ngs
and his nane popped up.

As | get out of ny car, | spot TWO MEN checking the |icense
pl ates of cars on the street... | am GRABBED-

FRANK (O. S.)
CGot chal

My younger brother FRANK(25) and his date, JACKIE
I NT. LIVING ROOM HOUSE PARTY, SHASTA ROAD, BERKELEY - NI GHT
We ENTER the bustling room | spot a beguiling young woman-

VO CE (O S.)
Robert! Come neet Chevali er.

Mary WASHBURN grabs ny tie and | eads us to Haakon CHEVALI ER

WASHBURN
Dr . Haakon Cheval i er, Dr. Robert
Qppenhei ner, and vice versa.

OPPENHEI MVER
This is ny little brother, Frank.
Oh, and... uh...

JACKI E
Still Jackie.
CHEVALI ER
Hello, Still Jackie.
OPPENHEI MER
Chevalier. You're in |anguages.
CHEVALI ER
And your reputation precedes you.
OPPENHEI MER
| " m bl ushi ng- what've you heard?
CHEVALI ER

You' re teaching a radical new approach
to physics that | have no chance of
understanding. But | hadn't heard

you were a party nenber-

OPPENHEI MER
"' m not.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
Not vyet.
JACKI E
Frank and | are thinking of joining-
OPPENHEI MER

(i gnoring Jackie)
| support a range of causes.

Jacki e, put out, |eads Frank away.

CHEVALI ER
The Spanish Gvil War?

OPPENHEI MER
A denocratic republic being overthrown
by fascist thugs? Wwo wouldn't?

CHEVALI ER
Qur governnent- they think socialisms
a bigger threat than fascism

OPPENHEI MVER
Not for long- |ook at what the Nazis
are doing to the Jews. | send funds

to colleagues in Germany to emgrate.
| have to do sonething. M/ own work

IS so... abstract.
CHEVALI ER
What' re you wor ki ng on?
OPPENHEI MVER
What happens to stars when they die.
CHEVALI ER
Do stars die?
OPPENHEI MVER

I f they do they'd cool, then coll apse.
And the bigger the star, the nore
violent its demse. Their gravity
gets so concentrated..

| NSERT CUT: THE SUN SHRI NKS. THE LI GHT OF THE DI STANT STARS
BEHI ND | S TUGGED TOMRDS THE DYI NG STAR, BENDI NG STRETCHI NG

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
It swall ows everything. Even |ight.

CHEVALI ER

Good God. Can that really happen?
OPPENHEI MER

The math says it can.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
| f we can get published, maybe one
day an astrononer finds one. But
all 1 have is theory. Wich can't
i npact people's |ives.

CHEVALI ER
| f you' re sending noney to Spain, do
it through the Comruni st Party- they
can get it to the front |ines.

The beguiling young woman is there with a tray of martinis.
This is Jean TATLOCK. ..

TATLOCK

Mary sent me with these. 1'm Jean
OPPENHEI MER

Robert .
CHEVALI ER

Haakon Chevalier. The union neeting
at Serber's |ast nonth?

Tatl ock nods. | take a gl ass.

CHEVALI ER ( CONT' D)
Robert here says he's not a comuni st.

TATLOCK
Then he doesn't know enough about
it.

OPPENHEI VER
|"ve read 'Das Kapital'. Al three
vol unmes. Does that count?

CHEVALI ER
That woul d make you better read than
nmost party nenbers.

OPPENHEI MER

It's turgid stuff, but there's sone

thinking... "Omership is theft'.
TATLOCK

"Property', not 'Ownership'.
OPPENHEI MER

Sorry, | read it in the original

Ger nan.

Cheval i er | aughs, delighted, as he | eaves us al one.

( CONTI NUED)
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TATLOCK
It's not about the book, it's about
the ideas. You sound uncomm tt ed.

OPPENHEI MER
|"mconmitted to thinking freely
about how to inprove our world. Wy
l[imt yourself to one dogma?

TATLOCK
You're a physicist- do you pick and
choose rules? O do you use the
di scipline to channel your energies
into progress?

OPPENHEI MER
| like a little wggle room Do you
al ways toe the party |ine?

Tatl ock considers this. Sizes ne up.

TATLOCK
| like nmy wiggle room too.

37 | NT. BEDROOM - LATER 37

W are FUCKING. Hot, sweaty, a little brutal. Tatlock d VES
UP, clinbs off ne-

OPPENHEI MER
Wait, wait-

| catch ny breath, watching her STUDY ny shel ves.

TATLOCK
Unexpect ed.
OPPENHEI VER
What ?
TATLOCK
For a Physi ci st.
OPPENHEI VER
You've only got a shelf full of Freud?
TATLOCK
Actual ly ny background' s nore-
OPPENHEI VER
Jungi an.
TATLOCK

You know anal ysi s.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
When | was a post-grad at Canbridge
| had sone trouble.

She turns to me.

TATLOCK

"1l bite.
OPPENHEI MVER

| tried to poison ny tutor.
TATLOCK

Did you hate hinf
OPPENHEI MVER

| I'iked himvery nuch.
Tatl ock turns back to the books.

TATLOCK
You just needed to get |aid.

OPPENHEI MER
Ww. Took ny anal ysts two years,
and |'mnot sure they ever put it
t hat succinctly.

TATLOCK
You had t hem convi nced you're nore
conplicated than you really are.

OPPENHEI MER
We're all sinple souls, | guess.

TATLOCK
Not ne.

She pulls a book fromthe shelf: THE BHAGAVAD- A TA.
opens the book to find | NCOWREHENSI BLE CHARACTERS.

TATLOCK ( CONT' D)
VWhat's this?

OPPENHEI MVER
Sanskrit.
TATLOCK
You can read this?
OPPENHEI MVER

" m | earni ng-

She clinbs on top of ne, opens the book in ny face.

( CONTI NUED)
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TATLOCK
Go on, then.

| study the page as Tatl ock starts to nove.

OPPENHEI MER
In this part, Vishnu reveals his
mul ti-arnmed self-

TATLOCK
Read t he words.

She points to each word as | translate...

OPPENHEI VER
"And now | am become Death.. .

She nods, inpressed, starts noving again..

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Destroyer of worlds.™

38 EXT. NEW MEXI CO - DAY 38

Movi ng over the VAST | andscape to find three tiny figures.
| | ead Law ence and Frank on horseback up a nountain trail.

39 EXT. CAMP SITE - EVEN NG 39

THUNDER. Law ence clinbs off his horse. The wind WH PS as
we set up our tent...

OPPENHEI MVER
It'Il break before dawn. The air
cool s overnight. Just before dawn,
the stormdies.

40 | NT. / EXT TENT - NI GHT 40

Lawr ence, Frank and | huddle in the BUFFETI NG TENT, trying
to keep a fire going in the WND and RAIN outside the tent.

FRANK
|"mgetting married.

LAVRENCE
Congr at ul ati ons, Frank.

| ook at Frank, sardonic with drink.

OPPENHEI VER
To Jacki e?

Frank stares at ne... the tent stops buffeting...

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
Jackie. The waitress.

LAVWRENCE

(sensing tension)
, you're right- it's letting

Oppi e
up.

see if there's any stars.

Frank wat ches Law ence go, then pounces-

FRANK

Al'l your talk about the conmon nman
but Jackie's not good enough? W
join the Party- you can't hide your
di sapproval - why? Because that's
supposed to be your thing-?

OPPENHEI MER

| haven't joined the party, Frank.
don't think she should' ve
convi nced you to, either-

And |

FRANK

Hal f the faculty's Comuni st -

OPPENHEI MER

Not that half.

| point in the direction Lawence wandered off.

"' m your
be cauti ous.

And |

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
brother, and I want you to

FRANK

want to wring your neck.

| giggle at this.
| grab Frank's shoul der. Frank | ooks up..

| aughi ng,

t 00.

Robert, |
to make a m st ake.

Frank shakes his head, then starts

FRANK ( CONT' D)
won't live ny life afraid

| hold up nmy hands in defeat-

OPPENHEI MER

You' re happy, |'m happy.

FRANK

Then 1' m happy you' re happy.
EXT. PERRO CALI ENTE - MOMENTS LATER

| approach Law ence, who stares up at the stars.

( CONTI NUED)
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LAWRENCE
It's so clear | feel like I could
see one of those dark stars you're
wor ki ng on. ..

OPPENHEI MVER
You can't, that's the whol e point.

| NSERT CUT: AN EXPANDI NG DARKNESS EATS THE STARS. . .
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)

Their gravity swallows light. It's
like a kind of... hole in space.
LAWRENCE
| s Frank okay?
OPPENHEI MVER

Yeah. He just has a shitty brother.
Law ence smles at this. Looks around them

LAVRENCE
It's special here.

OPPENHEI MER
As a kid I thought if I could find a
way to conbi ne physics and New Mexi co,
nmy life would be perfect.

LAWRENCE
lt's alittle renote for that.

OPPENHEI MER
Let's get sone sl eep.

| turn, heading to the tent. Lawence foll ows.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
That nesa we saw today? One of ny
favorite places in the world.
Tonorrow we' Il clinb it.

LAWRENCE
VWat's it call ed?

My response is so soft it is alnost swallowed by the dark..

OPPENHEI MER
Los Al anos.

EXT. STREET, BERKELEY - DAY

Tatl ock and | wal k down the sidewalk. | try to take her
hand- she folds her arns.

( CONTI NUED)
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TATLOCK
| wasn't expecting to see you.

OPPENHEI MVER
| have to make an appoi nt ment ?

Across the street a Young Man BURSTS out of the BARBER SHOP
towel across chest, NEWSPAPER in hand... the Barber runs out-
the Young Man rips off the towel, TOSSES it to himand RUNS-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Al var ez!

| | eave Tatlock on the sidewal k, take off after Al verez-

43 EXT. BERKELEY CAMPUS - DAY
Al varez SPRINTS, newspaper in hand- | follow
44 | NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - CONTI NUOUS

| BURST in- Lawence is trying to cal mAlvarez-

ALVAREZ
(breathl ess)
They' ve done it! Hahn and Strassmann
in Germany. ..

Al varez tosses the paper at ne-

ALVAREZ ( CONT' D)
They split the urani um nucl eus.

LAWRENCE
How?
OPPENHEI MER
(readi ng)
Bonmbarded it with neutrons.
ALVAREZ

Lawrence, it's fission. Nuclear
fission. They've split the atom.

OPPENHEI MER
It's not possible.

| put down the paper, take up ny chalk like it's a weapon,
nove to the board. Alvarez grabs the paper-

ALVAREZ
|"mgoing to try to reproduce it.

Al varez and Law ence | eave. | wite and wite...

42
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I NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - LATER

Law ence enters. | turn. Poi nt at the board.
OPPENHEI MVER
See. It can't be done.
LAVRENCE

Very elegant. Quite clear. Just
one problem..

OPPENHEI MER
VWher e?

LAWRENCE
Next door. Alvarez did it.

| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - MOMENTS LATER

| peer at Alvarez's oscill oscope..

LAWRENCE
Theory will take you only so far.
| stand, noving away... thinking..
OPPENHEI MVER

During the process extra neutrons
boil off. Wich could be used to
split other uranium atons...

LAWRENCE
A chain reaction. You're thinking
what |' mthinki ng.

OPPENHEI MER
You, me and every physicist around
the world who's seen the news.

ALVAREZ
VWhat? What're we all thinking?
OPPENHEI MVER

A bonb, Alvarez. A bonb.
EXT. TATLOCK HOUSE, BERKELEY - NI GHT
Tatl ock GRABS a bouquet out of my hands-

TATLOCK
| told you, Robert, no nore fucking
fl owers.
She dunps themin the trash. | just stare.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI VER
| don't understand what you want
from me-
TATLOCK
| don't want anything from you
| pause. Then, gently...
OPPENHEI MER
You say that. Then you call.
Tatl ock kicks at the dirt.
TATLOCK
Don't answer.
OPPENHEI MVER
["11 al ways answer.
She | ooks up at ne.
TATLOCK
Fine. But no nore flowers.
She goes i nsi de-
OPPENHEI VER
Aren't you com ng?
Sl ans the door shut behind her. | stand there.
CHEVALIER (O S.)
You have to know when you' re beat en,
Robert .
| turn. Chevalier and his wife, BARBARA, wait in the car.
OPPENHEI VER
It's not that sinple, Haakon.
| NT. MEETI NG HALL, BERKELEY - NI GHT 48
Chevalier and Barbara lead nme into the crowded hall. A BANNER-

" FEDERATI ON OF ARCHI TECTS, ENG NEERS, CHEM STS AND TECHNI Cl ANS

A man with a British accent greets us. This is ELTENTON

ELTENTON
Chevalier, good to see you. And the
illustrious Dr.Qppenheinmer. |I'm

Eltenton. M ght you say a word about
organi zed | abour on canpuses?

OPPENHEI MER
"1l try to think of something.

( CONTI NUED)
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El tenton gui des nme towards the stage..
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ELTENTON
| work at Shell, we've signed up
chem sts and engi neers..

OPPENHEI MER

That's excel l ent.
| spot Lomanitz, who grins and waves...

ELTENTON
So why not scientists in academ a?

OPPENHEI VER
Sure. Wien do we-

El tenton pushes nme onto the stage. People start APPLAUDI NG
at the very sight of nme. | can't quite not smle about this.

| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
| watch Lawrence exam ne his cyclotron

OPPENHEI VER
Teachers are unioni zed, Law ence.
Wiy not professors?

LAVRENCE

Don't you have somewhere to be?
OPPENHEI MER

Academi cs have rights, too-
LAVRENCE

It's not that. | have a group com ng.
OPPENHEI MER

"1l sit in.
LAVRENCE

Not this one.
The door opens. Richard TOLMAN and Vannevar BUSH enter -

OPPENHEI MVER
Ri chard. Dr.Bush. What brings you
two up north?

They exchange gl ances with Lawence. Awkward SILENCE. |
rise, letting themoff the hook-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Ri chard, tell Ruth I'll be down to
Pasadena Thur sday.
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As | enter, a magazine FLAPS into ny hands from across the
room Students are all reading copies..

SERBER
Your paper on black holes- it's in!

| open the nagazine as | turn to a STUDENT-

OPPENHEI MVER
Get Hartl and.

LOVANI TZ
Septenber 1st, 1939- the world's
gonna renenber this day...

Snyder comes in with a newspaper. G um

OPPENHEI MER
Hartl and, our paper, it's in print!
SNYDER

W' ve been upst aged.
He hol ds up the paper: 'H TLER | NVADES POLAND

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
During the Battle of France and the
Battle of Britain...

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY
Robb | ooks on intently as | turn the page on ny statenent...

OPPENHEI MER
...l found nyself increasingly out
of synpathy with the policy of
neutrality that Conmuni sts advocat ed.

ROBB
And after Hitler invaded Russia, did
t hese Conmuni st synpat hies return?

OPPENHEI MER
No. If you'll just allow nme to-

GRAY
M . Robb, you'll have anple opportunity
to cross-exam ne.

OPPENHEI MER
| need to make clear that ny changing
opi nion of Russia did not nean a

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Behi nd ne,

51

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
sharp break with those who held
different views. For a year or two
during a previous marriage ny wfe,
Kitty, had been a Comruni st Party
menber.

on a couch, is KITTY(46), listening intently...

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
But when | first nmet her, in Pasadena
in 1939, she had al ready di sengaged
frompolitics...

52 | NT. HOUSE PARTY, TOLMAN HOUSE, PASADENA - NI GHT 52

Kitty(31) watches as | EXPERTLY open the |iquor cabinet-

turn to

OPPENHEI MER

This is where | keep the good stuff.
KITTY

| thought this was the Tol mans' house.
OPPENHEI MER

| live with themwhen I'm at Caltech.
RUTH (O S.)

You two need anyt hi ng?
see RUTH TOLMAN(45) | ooking at nme, m schievous.

OPPENHEI MVER
We're fine, Ruthie.
(to Kitty)
You're a biologist?

KITTY
Sonehow | graduated to housew fe.
Can you expl ai n quantum nmechanics to
me? It seens baffling.

OPPENHEI MER
It is. This glass-

thunp a glass onto the cabinet- pour a drink-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Thi s dri nk-

hand her the glass- fingers touching..

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Qur bodies...
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
are nostly enpty space- groupings of
tiny energy waves bound together.

KITTY
By what ?

OPPENHEI MER
Forces of attraction strong enough
to convince us that matter is solid..

| push the pal mof ny hand up agai nst hers.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
And stop ny body passing through
yours.

Kitty pushes her fingers through mne, interlacing our hands.
| ook at a GREY-HAIRED MAN i n conversation with Tol man. .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
You're married to Dr. Harri son.

KITTY

Not very.
OPPENHEI MVER

Wll, there's sonmeone that |..
KITTY

Does she feel the sane way?

OPPENHEI MER
Sonetinmes. Not often enough.

As Ruth | ooks our way | let Kitty's hand go.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
" mgoing to New Mexico, to ny ranch
Wth friends. You should cone.

Kitty | ooks neaningfully over her glass at ne.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
| nmeant with your husband.

KITTY
Yes, you did. Because you know it
won't make a bit of difference.

EXT. PERRO CALI ENTE - DAY 53

Kitty and I THUNDER al ong on horseback, clinbing a ridge. |
shout ahead to Kitty-

( CONTI NUED)
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Way did you marry hinf!
Kitty pulls up. | cone al ongside.
KITTY
| was lost. He was kind.
OPPENHEI MER
Lost ?
KITTY
My previous husband died. At 28
wasn't ready to be a w dow.
Kitty DISMOUNTS. | follow
OPPENHEI MER
Who was your first husband?
KITTY
Nobody. But ny second husband was
Joe Dallet. Fromnoney, |like ne,
but he was a uni on organi zer in
Youngstown, Chio. | fell hard.
OPPENHEI MVER
How har d?
KITTY

Hard enough to spend four years living
of f beans and pancakes, handi ng out
the Daily Wirker at factory gates.

Kitty takes out a hip flask. SWGS.

She hands

KI TTY ( CONT' D)
By "36 | told Joe | couldn't take it
anynore, quit the party and joined
my parents swanni ng around Europe.
A year later | said | wanted him
back. Hm not the Daily Worker.
He said "swell, I'll neet you on ny
way to Spain'.

me the flask. | take a drink.
OPPENHEI MVER

He went to fight for the Loyalists?
KITTY

On his way we reconciled. One

beauti ful week in Paris. Then he

went to the brigades and | waited.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KITTY (CONT' D)
One day Steve Nelson turns up in the
| obby of the hotel to tell ne Joe
got hinself killed first time he
popped out of his trench.

OPPENHEI MER

VWho's Steve Nel son?

KITTY
Head of the Conmuni st
Franci sco. You don't

Party in San
know hi n?

OPPENHEI MER

"' mnot a Communi st.

KITTY

You seemto know a lot of 'em

OPPENHEI MER

| ncl udi ng you.

KITTY
(shakes head)

| deol ogy got Joe killed. For not hing.
OPPENHEI MER

The Spani sh Republic
KITTY

sn' t not hi ng.

My husband offered both our futures
to stop one fascist bullet enbeddi ng

itself in a nud bank. That's the
definition of nothing.
OPPENHEI MVER

That seens a little reductive-

KITTY
Pragmatic. Steve and

his w fe brought

me hone with themto Chicago, then
set me up with husband nunber three.

Now here | am..

She | ooks around at the w | derness..

KITTY (CONT' D)
VWherever the hell this is-

| grab her. Kiss her, hard.
| NT. TATLOCK' S BEDROOM - DAY

Tatlock and | sit on the floor,
Tat | ock has been crying.

backs to the bed |i ke kids.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI VER
| didn't want you to hear it from
soneone el se.

TATLOCK
You didn't bring flowers. That's
somet hi ng.

| reach into ny pocket- she GRABS the snmall posy from ne,
TOSSING it asi de.

OPPENHEI MER
Jean, we both know I'm not what you
want .
TATLOCK
Yeah. But it's a door closing.
OPPENHEI MER

Not as far as |' m concer ned.

Tatl ock | ooks at ne. Appreciating the sentinent.

TATLOCK

You knocked her up. Fast work.
OPPENHEI VER

Can't keep a good nman down.
TATLOCK

| meant her. She knew what she
want ed. What about the husband?

OPPENHEI MER
We spoke. He's divorcing her so we
can get married before she's show ng.

TATLOCK
How civilized, you idiot. This is
your community- you think rules don't
apply to the gol den boy?

OPPENHEI VER
Brilliance makes up for a |ot.

TATLOCK
Don't alienate the only people in
the world who understand what you
do. One day you m ght need them

| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
| wite "F.A.E.C.T." on the board, Lomanitz hands out FLI ERS.

Law ence enters, GRABBING a flier fromthe nearest Student-
"UNI ONI ZE THE RADI ATI ON LAB'

( CONTI NUED)
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LAWRENCE
Lomanitz? Wat do you nmake a nont h?
LOVANI TZ
(sheepi sh)

150 dol | ars.

Lawr ence turns to anot her Student-

LAWRENCE

How are the working conditions?
OPPENHEI MVER

That's not the point, Law ence.
LAWRENCE

What do you have in common with dock
wor kers and farm | aborers?

LOVANI TZ
Pl enty-

LAVRENCE
Ri ght. Everybody out. Now
(to ne)
Not you.

The Students file out. Lawr ence SLAMS the door- turns on ne-

LAWRENCE ( CONT' D)
VWhat' re you doi ng?!

OPPENHEI VER
It's a trade uni on-

LAVRENCE
Ful | of Communi st s!

OPPENHEI MVER
So? | haven't joined the party-

LAWRENCE
They won't let ne bring you onto the
proj ect because of this shit! They
won't even let ne tell you what the
project is-

OPPENHEI VER
| know what the fucking project is,
Law ence! W all heard about Einstein
and Szilard's letter to Roosevelt.
Warni ng himthe Germans coul d make a
bonb. And | know what it neans for
the Nazis to have a bonb.

( CONTI NUED)
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LAWRENCE
| don't?

OPPENHEI MVER
It's not your people they're herding
into canps! It's m ne!

LAWRENCE

You think I tell them about your
politics? Next tinme you're com ng
home froma neeting, take a |l ook in
the rear-viewmrror. Listen for
sounds on your phone line. And stop
bei ng so goddamm nai ve.

"' mtaken aback by this..

OPPENHEI MER
Wiy woul d they care what | do?

LAWRENCE
Because you're not just self-
inportant, you're actually inportant.

| see the reality. Shift gears-

OPPENHEI MER
| get it. You don't have to worry.
| get it.
LAWRENCE
You just need to be nore-
OPPENHEI MVER
Pragmatic. |It's done, Law ence.

"Il talk to Lonmnitz and the others.
You don't have to worry.

Law ence | ooks at ne. Sees this is real.

LAWRENCE
Then wel come to the war.

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
| filled out ny first security
guestionnaire..

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY
| glance up from ny notes.

OPPENHEI MVER

...and was infornmed that ny

i nvol venent in left-wng groups would
( MORE)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
not prove a bar to ny work on the
atom c program

SENATOR PASTORE (V. Q)
Wiy were his Conmuni st associ ati ons
not seen as a security risk during
t he war?

CUT TO
57 | NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W 57
Strauss suppresses his irritation at the |line of questioning.

STRAUSS
Senator, | can't possibly answer for
a security clearance granted years
before I even net the man.

SENATOR PASTORE
Fi ne. What about after?

STRAUSS
After the war, Dr.Qppenheinmer was
the nost respected scientific voice
in the world. That's why | asked
himto run the Tnstitute, that's why
he advi sed the Atom c Energy
Comm ssion. Sinple as that.

58 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 58

Strauss paces-

STRAUSS
What are they accusing nme of?

SENATE Al DE
| think they just want to know what
happened between 1947 and 1954 to
change your m nd on Qppenheiner's
security cl earance.

STRAUSS
| didn't. | was the AEC Chair man,
but it wasn't ne who brought the
char ges agai nst Robert.

SENATE Al DE
Who di d?

STRAUSS

Sonme fornmer staff menber of the Joint
Congr essi onal Conmittee-
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| NSERT CUT: A YOUNG MAN LEAFS THROUGH A FI LE, COLLECTING HI S

THOUGHTS. .. THIS IS WLLI AM BORDEN. .. HE STARTS TYPI NG .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
A rabid anti-Conmuni st naned Borden.
He wote to the FBI denmandi ng they
t ake acti on.

SENATE Al DE
The F.B.1? Wy not cone to the AEC
direct?

STRAUSS
Wiy get caught hol ding the knife
yoursel f?

SENATE Al DE
What di d Borden have agai nst
OQppenhei nmer ?

STRAUSS
This was the McCarthy era- people
hounded out of jobs for any hint of
red... reading OQppenheiner's security
file- his Conmuni st brother, sister-
in-law, fiancée, best friend, wfe..
that's before you even get to the
Cheval i er incident.

SENATE Al DE
But how woul d Borden have access to
Qppenhei ner's security file?

STRAUSS
Soneone gave it to him Sonmeone who
want ed Oppenhei ner sil enced.

SENATE Al DE
VWho?

STRAUSS
Who knows? Robert didn't take care
not to upset the power brokers in
Washi ngton. His opinions on the
atom becanme definitive and he wasn't
al ways patient with us nere nortals.
| cane in for plenty of harsh
treatment. There was an AEC vote on
the export of isotopes to Norway...

| NT. CONGRESSI ONAL HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

Qppenhei ner sits at the witness table with Joe VOLPE
AEC | awyer. Strauss is in the audience.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS (V. Q)
They drafted in Robert to nmake ne
| ook a fool...

CONGRESSMVAN
But, Dr.Qppenheiner, one nmenber of
t he AEC board thinks these isotopes
could be useful to our enemes in
t he production of atom c weapons.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
Congressman, you could use a shove
in maki ng atom ¢ weapons, in fact,
you do. You could use a bottle of
beer in making atom c weapons. In
fact, you do.

LAUGHTER. Strauss squirns, enbarrassed.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
| sotopes aren't as useful as
el ectroni ¢ conponents, but nore useful
than a sandwich. 1'd put them
sonmewhere in between.

Vol pe | ooks at Strauss, who SM LES, GOOD- HUMORED. .

STRAUSS (V. Q)
Genius is no guarantee of w sdom
How coul d this man who saw so much
be so blind?

CUT TGO
| NT. OPPENHEI MER HOUSE, BERKELEY - NI GHT ( COLOUR)
| conme in. The lights are off. A BABY'S CRIES echo..

OPPENHEI MER
Kitty?

She is in the dining room in the dark, drink in hand.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Kitty, the project- I'min.

She sips. SLIDES her drink down the table at nmne-

KITTY
Let's cel ebrate.

As the baby CRIES, Kitty conmes to nme, pulling at ny clothes-

OPPENHEI MER
Don't you need to go to hinf

KITTY
|"ve been going to himall fucking
day. ..

She noves to kiss my neck- | | ook upstairs- she PUSHES ne
away- CGRABS her drink..
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EXT. /1 NT. CHEVALI ER HOUSE - NI GAT 61

| carry the crying infant, PETER, to the front door. Knock.
Bar bara opens it- sees ny distraught face and takes Peter.

I NT. LIVING ROOM CHEVALI ER HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER 62
Cheval ier hands ne a drink. | stare into the liquid.
OPPENHEI MER
' m ashaned to ask.
CHEVALI ER
Anyt hi ng.
OPPENHEI MER
Take Peter.
CHEVALI ER
Sure.
OPPENHEI MER
No, for a while, Hoke. A while.
CHEVALI ER
Does Kitty know you're here?
OPPENHEI MER
(I l'augh)

O course she fucking knows! W're
awful . Selfish, awful people..

(I down dri nk)
Forget | asked-

Cheval ier puts out a hand to stop ne rising...

CHEVALI ER
Robert, you see beyond the world we
live in. There's a price to be paid
for that. O course we'll help.

EXT. NEW MEXI CO - EVEN NG 63

Kitty and | GALLOP through the trees, EMERG NG into the
twi light overlooking a valley. Kitty turns to the w nd.

KITTY
Everyt hing's changi ng, Robert.
OPPENHEI MER

Having a child was al ways-
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KITTY
(1 nmpati ent)
The world is pivoting in sonme new
direction... reformng... thisis
your nonent.
OPPENHEI MVER

We're putting together a group to
study feasibility-

KITTY
"We' shoul dn't be doi ng anyt hing.
You should. Lawence won't get this
done. O Tolman, or Rabi. You wll.

I NT. PRESI DENT" S DI NI NG HALL, BERKELEY - DAY

A crowded and lavish lunch. | notice a large man in ARW
UNI FORM Col onel GROVES, sitting next to another Sol dier
(NICHOLS) with Bush and Tolman. | sidle up to Lawence at
t he buffet.

OPPENHEI MER
VWho's the unifornf

The husky GROVES spills sauce on his tunic, wipes at it.

LAWRENCE
| thought you m ght know.

| NT. CLASSROOM BERKELEY - AFTERNOON

| am working. G oves and Lieutenant Col onel N CHCOLS enter.

GROVES
Dr. Oppenhei ner. |1'm Col onel G oves,
this is Lieutenant Col onel Nichols.

Groves pulls off his uniformjacket, TOSSES it to N chols.

GROVES ( CONT' D)
Get that dry-cl eaned.

| watch Nichols | eave.

OPPENHEI MER
If that's how you treat a Lieutenant
Colonel, 1'd hate to see how you
treat a hunbl e physicist.
GROVES
If I ever nmeet one I'lIl let you know.
OPPENHEI MER

Quch.

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
Theaters of conbat all over the world-
but I have to stay in Washi ngton.

OPPENHEI MER
Wy ?

GROVES
| built the Pentagon. The brass
likes it so much they nade ne take
over the Manhattan Engi neer District.

OPPENHEI MER
VWhich is?

GROVES
Don't be a smart-ass. You know damm
well what it is- you and half of
every physics departnment across
Anmerica. That's probl em nunber one.

OPPENHEI MER
| thought problem nunber one woul d
be securing enough Uranium ore.

GROVES
Twel ve hundred tons. Bought the day
| took charge.

OPPENHEI MVER
Processi ng?

GROVES
Just broke ground at OGak Ri dge,
Tennessee. Now I'mlooking for a
proj ect director.

OPPENHEI MER
And ny nane cane up

GROVES
Nope. Even though you brought quantum
physics to Anerica. That nmade ne

curious.
OPPENHEI MVER
What have you found out?
GROVES

You're a dilettante, womani zer,
suspect ed Conmuni st -

OPPENHEI MER
' ma New Deal Denocr at -
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GROVES
| said 'suspected' . Unstable,
theatrical, egotistical, neurotic.
OPPENHEI MVER
Not hi ng good? Not even 'he's
brilliant, but..."?
GROVES
Brilliance is taken for granted in

your circles. So, no. Only one
person said anythi ng good- Richard
Tol man. He thinks you' ve got
integrity. But Tolman strikes nme as
soneone who knows science better

t han peopl e.

OPPENHEI MER
Yet here you are. You don't take
much on trust.

GROVES
| don't take anything on trust. Wy
don't you have a Nobel prize?

OPPENHEI VER

Why aren't you a general ?
GROVES

They' re making ne one for this.
OPPENHEI VER

Maybe I'Il have the sane | uck.
GROVES

A Nobel prize for making a bonb?
OPPENHEI MER

Al fred Nobel invented dynamte.
GROVES

So how woul d you proceed?
OPPENHEI VER

You' re tal king about turning theory
into a practical weapons system
faster than the Nazis.

GROVES
VWho have an 12-nonth head start.
OPPENHEI MVER

18.
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GROVES
How coul d you possi bly know t hat ?
OPPENHEI MER

Qur fast neutron research took six
nmont hs- the man they' ve undoubtedly
put in charge will have nmade t hat

| eap instantly.

GROVES
Who do you think they put in charge?

OPPENHEI MER
Wer ner Hei senberg. He has the nost
intuitive understanding of atomc
structure |'ve ever seen.

GROVES
You know his work?

OPPENHEI VER
| know him Just |like | know Walt her
Bot he. Von Wi zsacker. Diebner.
In a straight race, the Germans w n.
W' ve got one hope.

GROVES
Wi ch is?
OPPENHEI VER
Anti-semtism
GROVES
What ?
OPPENHEI MVER
Hitler called quantum physics 'Jew sh
science'. Said it right to Einstein's

face. Qur one hope is that Hitler's
so blinded by hate he's denied

Hei senberg proper resources. Because
it'll take vast resources. Qur
nation's best scientists, working
together- right now they' re scattered.

GROVES
Whi ch gives us conpartnentalization.

OPPENHEI MVER
Al'l mnds have to see the whol e task
to contribute efficiently. Poor
security may cost us the race,
inefficiency will. The Gernmans know
nore than us, anyway.

( CONTI NUED)
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turn to

GROVES

The Russi ans don't.
OPPENHEI VER

Remi nd ne- who are we at war with?
GROVES

Soneone with your past doesn't want
to be seen downpl ayi ng the inportance
of security fromour Comunist allies.

OPPENHEI MVER

Poi nt taken. But no.
GROVES

You don't get to say 'no' to me-
OPPENHEI MVER

It's my job to say no to you when
you're w ong-

GROVES
So you' ve got the job, now?
OPPENHEI MER
|"mconsidering it.
GROVES

|"mstarting to see how you got your
reputation. My favorite response?

' Qppenhei ner coul dn't run a hanburger
stand'.

OPPENHEI MVER
| couldn't. But | can run the
Manhatt an Proj ect.

t he bl ackboard. Take up ny chal k.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)

There's a way to bal ance these
t hi ngs. ..

(I draw)
Leave the Rad Lab here at Berkel ey
under Lawence, Met Lab in Chicago
under Szilard, |arge scale refining-
where'd you say? Tennessee..., al
America's industrial mght and
scientific innovation, connected by

rail... focused on one goal, one
point in space and time, com ng
together... here.

have drawn a cross at the centre of the diagram

GROVES
And where's that?
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| NSERT CUT: A BARBED WRE FENCE | S STRUNG QUT. .

OPPENHEI MER
A secret laboratory. In the mddle
of nowhere. Self-sufficient. Secure.
Equi prent, housing, the works. W
keep everyone there till it's done.

| NSERT CUT: A SCHOOL HOUSE | S ERECTED. A CHURCH
OPPENHEI MER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
[t'll need a school, stores, a
church. .
66 | NT. TRAIN, BERKELEY TO WASHI NGTON DC - DAY

| talk to G oves as N chols | ooks on..

GROVES
Why ?

OPPENHEI MVER
If we don't let scientists bring
their famlies, we'll never get the

best. You want security? Build a
town, and build it fast.

GROVES
VWher e?

67 EXT. CAR LGOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS

50.

A STORE. ..

Groves energes, squinting into the brightness, taking in the

stark beauty. | greet him arns spread w de.
OPPENHEI MER
Wel conme to Los Alanps. There's a
boys' school we'll have to conmandeer,

and the local Indians cone up here
for burial rites. Qher than that,
nothing for forty mles any direction.
And Sout heast, hundreds of mles of
desert. Enough to find the perfect

spot .
GROVES
For ?
OPPENHEI VER
Success.
G oves scans the hori zon. Sniffs the air... turns to N chols.

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
Build hima town. Fast.
(to Oppenhei ner)
Let's go recruit sone scientists.

68 | NT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO BOSTON - NI GHT
| watch Groves go over a file.

OPPENHEI VER
How nmuch can | tell thenf

GROVES
(wi t hout | ooking up)
As much as you like, till you fee
my boot on your balls.

69 | NT. LECTURE HALL, HARVARD - DAY
Groves and | sit talking to BAI NBRI DGE and DONALD.

BAI NBRI DGE
"' mnot a soldier, Oppie.

OPPENHEI MER
Soldier? He's a Ceneral -
(jab ny thunb at G oves)
| got all the soldier | need. Maybe

too nmuch. |'m here because you know
i sot opes, and you-
(to Donal d)
know expl osi ves better than anyone.
DONALD
But you can't tell us what you're
doi ng?

| glance at Groves. Then CRCSS ny | egs.

OPPENHEI MER
It's about unl eashing the strong
force before the Nazis do.

BAI NBRI DGE
Oh ny CGod.
70 I NT. CORRIDOR, MT - DAY
Goves and | wal k wi th CONDON.
CONDON
Wiy? Whay would | leave ny famly?
OPPENHEI MER

| told you, bring your famly.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONDON
Wiy would we go to the m ddl e of
nowhere for who knows how | ong?

OPPENHEI MER
A year or two. O three.

CONDON
Wiy woul d you think I'd do that?

Groves SNAPS |ike a bull dog-

GROVES
Wiy? Why? How about because this
is the nost inportant fucking thing
that's ever happened in the history
of the world? How about that?

| ook at Groves, then SHRUG at Condon.
71 | NT. OFFI CE, UNI VERSITY OF M CH GAN - NI GHT
Goves and | sit across the desk froma CONCERNED SCl ENTI ST.

CONCERNED SCI ENTI ST
Robert, | hear you. | hear you

Concerned Scientist GLANCES at Groves then DROPS his gaze.

OPPENHEI MER
Ceneral, could you give us a m nute?

G oves | ooks at ne. GCets up and goes.

CONCERNED SCI ENTI ST
They're not gonna | et soneone |ike
me onto this project. And failing a
security check isn't gonna be good
for a career even after the war.

OPPENHEI MVER
So you're a fellow traveler, so what?
This is a national energency. 1've

got sonme skel etons, and they've put
me in charge. They need us.

CONCERNED SCI ENTI ST
Until they don't.

72 | NT. QUADRANGLE, PRI NCETON - DAY

Groves and | flank FEYNVAN as he hurries across the quad-
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OPPENHEI MVER

Hei senberg, D ebner, Bothe, Bohr..
what do these nen have in conmpn?

FEYNVAN
The greatest m nds on atom c theory.
OPPENHEI MER
And?
FEYNVAN
| don't know. ..
OPPENHEI MER
The Nazis have them
FEYNVAN
Ni el s Bohr is in Copenhagen.
OPPENHEI MER

Under Nazi occupation. D d they
stop printing newspapers in Princeton?

FEYNVAN
Niels won't work for the Nazis.

OPPENHEI MVER
No. Never. But while they have
him we don't. So |I need you.

73 | NT. TRAI'N, PRI NCETON TO SANTA FE - NI GHT 73
Groves is napping. | just start talking.
OPPENHEI MER

| s there any chance of getting Bohr
out of Denmark?

GROVES
No dice. | checked with the British
Until we get Allied boots back onto
the continent there's no way. 1Is he

that inportant?
| NSERT CUT: BOHR GESTI CULATES W TH THE PO SONED APPLE.

OPPENHEI MER
How many peopl e do you know who' ve
proven Ei nstein wong?

The train BUWPS. | | ook out the w ndow, inpatient.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
It'd be quicker to take a plane.
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74 EXT. LOS ALAMOS UNDER CONSTRUCTI ON - DAY

Dressed in ARW UNI FORM | show Rabi and Condon the CHAOTIC
SNOW and MUDDY nesa. CONSTRUCTI ON CREW5 at work. Feynman
appr oaches-

FEYNVAN
The Harvard guys say the building' s
too small for their cyclotron

OPPENHEI VER
(to Condon)
Get "emtogether with the architects.

Condon hurries off with Feynman. Rabi turns to ne.

RABI

When's this place supposed to open?
OPPENHEI MER

Two nont hs.
RABI

(shakes head)
Robert, you're the great inproviser
but this you can't do in your head..

75 | NT. CONSTRUCTI ON CABI N, LOS ALAMOS - MOVENTS LATER
| draw on the board.

OPPENHEI MER
Four divi sions- Experinental,
Theoretical, Metallurgical, O dnance.

RABI

Who' s runni ng Theoretical ?
OPPENHEI MER

| am
RABI

That's what | was afraid of. You're
spread too thin.

OPPENHEI MER

So you take Theoretical.
RABI

"' mnot com ng here, Robert.
OPPENHEI MER

Why not ?

Rabi, seldomat a loss for words, is lost for words...
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RABI
You drop a bonb and it falls on the
just and the unjust. | don't w sh

the cul mnation of three centuries
of physics to be a weapon of nass
destruction.

OPPENHEI MER
lzzy, | don't know if we can be
trusted with such a weapon, but |
know the Nazis can't. W have no
choi ce.

RABI
Well, the second thing you have to
do is appoint Hans Bethe to head the
Theoreti cal division.

OPPENHEI MER
Wait, what was the first?
RABI

Take of f that ridicul ous uniform
you're a Scientist.

OPPENHEI MER
CGeneral Groves is insisting we join.
RABI

Tell Groves to shit in his hat.
They need us for who we are. So be
yourself, only... better.

I NT. OPPENHEI MER' S OFFI CE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY

| pull on a jacket. Run a hand through new y-shorn cl ose-
cropped dark hair. Put on a PORK PIE HAT. Pick up ny pipe..

EXT. LOS ALAMOS UNDER CONSTRUCTI ON - MOMENTS LATER

| walk the main drag |ike a SHERI FF, noddi ng at construction
workers as | pass... THE I CONI C J. ROBERT OPPENHEI MER

| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY

| | ook down onto the bustle of students. Lonmanitz |ooks up
and waves- then is ERASED by WH TEWASH as wor kers COVER t he

w ndows. .. Serber hands ne a key.
SERBER
This is the only key. Teller's here
already. Shall | show himin?
OPPENHEI MVER

No, wait for the others-
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The door BURSTS OPEN and a stooped, slightly heavy young man
shuffles in. This is EDWARD TELLER

TELLER
Let's get started.
OPPENHEI MER
Hel | o, Edward.
79 | NT. SAME - DAY 79

| sit at the front, one long | eg tucked under ny ass. The
scientists include Lawence, Serber, Teller, BETHE, Condon,
Tol man, Feynman, Donal d, Bai nbri dge, NEDDERMEYER and Al varez.

OPPENHEI MVER
W'll work here until the t-section
at Los Alanps is finished-

| see Teller waving a piece of paper-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Edward, can | get through nmy summary?

TELLER
This is nore inportant.

Tell er's paper is passed around the room scientists PALING ..

TELLER ( CONT' D)
Cal cul ating chain reactions... |
found a rather troubling possibility.

Hans Bet he hands nme the paper, turns to Teller.

BETHE
That can't be right. Show ne how
you did your cal cul ations.

TELLER
O course.

| look up fromthe paper, grave. Teller watches the ruckus
he's caused with evident satisfaction. Bethe approaches.

BETHE
Qopie, this is fantasy. Teller's
cal cul ati ons cannot be right.

OPPENHEI MVER
Do them yourself while | go to
Pri ncet on.

BETHE
What for?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
To talk to Ei nstein.

BETHE
There's not much common ground between
you two.

OPPENHEI MER
That's why | should get his view

EXT. WOODS, PRI NCETON, NEW JERSEY - DAY 80

| wal k through the trees, gaining on two figures. The two
men turn. One themis Einstein.

El NSTEI N
Dr. Qopenhei ner. Have you net Kurt
Godel ? W wal k here nobst days.

GODEL
Trees are the nost inspiring
structures.

OPPENHEI MVER
Al bert, mght |I have a word?

Ei nstein senses the gravity. Nods. They |eave Godel staring
up at the bare trees.

El NSTEI N
Sone days Kurt refuses to eat. Even
in Princeton, he's convinced the
Nazi s can poison his food.

EXT. LAKE, | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - MOMENTS LATER 81
Einstein and | energe fromthe trees, | pull a piece of paper
frommy breast pocket. Einstein takes it.
El NSTEI N
Who's work is this?
OPPENHEI MER
Tel | er.
El NSTEI N

And what do you take it to nean?

OPPENHEI MER
Neutron smashes into nucl eus rel easing
neutrons to smash into other nuclei..

| NSERT CUT: DARKNESS SPLIT BY GLON NG PARTI CLES FI RI NG | NTO
EACH OTHER I N AN | NCREASI NGLY VI CLENT DI SPLAY. .

( CONTI NUED)
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81 CONTI NUED
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Criticality- the point of no return-
massi ve expl osive force... but the
chain reaction doesn't stop..

Ei nstein studies the paper... he nods.

( CONTI NUED)
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El NSTEI N
It would ignite the atnosphere.
The air around us CATCHES FIRE... THE PLANET EARTH, LONELY
I N VAST DARKNESS, |S SUDDENLY ENGULFED | N FI RE
OPPENHEI MER

Wen we detonate an atom c devi ce,
we mght start a chain reaction that
destroys the worl d.

El NSTEI N
And here we are, lost in your quantum
worl d of probabilities, but needing

certainty.
OPPENHEI MVER

Can you run the cal cul ati ons yoursel f?
El NSTEI N

About the only thing you and | share
is a disdain for mathematics. Wo's
working on it at Berkel ey?

OPPENHEI VER

Hans Bet he.
El NSTEI N

He'll get to the truth
OPPENHEI MER

And if the truth is catastrophic?
El NSTEI N

Then you stop. And share your
findings with the Nazis, so neither
si de destroys the worl d.

| turn to | eave.

El NSTEI N ( CONT' D)
Robert ?
(hol di ng out paper)
This is yours. Not mne.

82 | NT. CORRI DOR, BERKELEY - DAY
| cone past the secretaries. Bethe is there, excited.

BETHE
Tell er's wong-

| gesture SILENCE as | unlock the rad | ab-
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| NT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - CONTI NUOUS

Bethe runs to the cabi net- takes out sone papers-
to me, excited. | start to scan them GRI NNI NG

BETHE
When you narrow Teller's critical
assunptions the real picture energes-

OPPENHEI MVER
Bottom | i ne?

BETHE
The chances of an uncontroll ed nucl ear
reacti on are near zero.

OPPENHEI MER

Near zero?
BETHE

Qppi e, this is good news-
OPPENHEI MER

Can you run nore cal cul ati ons?
BETHE

You'll get the sane answer. Until

we actually detonate one of these
t hi ngs, the best assurance you're
going to get is this-

(j abs paper)
Near zero.

OPPENHEI MER
Theory wll take you only so far.

| NT. OPPENHElI MER HOUSE, BERKELEY - N GHT

59.

hands t hem

Kitty opens the door to the Chevaliers, finger to her |ips-

| am hol ding the sl eeping Peter.

BARBARA
(whi speri ng)
So beautiful. W mss him

KITTY
Want to adopt?

OPPENHEI MER
She' s ki ddi ng.

Kitty shakes her head 'not kidding'. Barbara takes Peter.

| Iead Chevalier to the kitchen..

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
W wanted to see you before we left.

CHEVALI ER
For parts unknown. ..

| NT. KI TCHEN, OPPENHEI MER HOUSE, BERKELEY - CONTI NUOUS
| mx atray of martinis. Chevalier watches, distracted.

CHEVALI ER
You know who | ran into the other
day? Eltenton.

OPPENHEI MVER
The chem st from Shell? Union guy?

CHEVALI ER
Yeah. He was npani ng about the way
we' re handling the war.

OPPENHEI MVER
How so?

CHEVALI ER
Lack of cooperation with our allies.
Apparently, our governnent isn't
sharing any research with the
Russians. He said a |lot of scientists
think the policy's stupid.

My hands SLOW. .

OPPENHEI MER
Oh, yeah?

CHEVALI ER
Yeah. He nentioned that if anyone
had i nformati on they wanted to pass
on, going around official channels,
he could hel p...

| ook up at Chevalier. G ave.

OPPENHEI MER
That woul d be treason

CHEVALI ER
Yes, of course. | just thought you
shoul d know.

We STARE at each other... BANG Kitty barges in.

KITTY
Brat's down- where are the martini s?

( CONTI NUED)
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She sees us having a nonent. ..
OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
The di scussion ended there.
| pick up the tray.
86 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY 86
OPPENHEI MER
Not hi ng i n our | ong-standing
friendship would have led ne to
believe that Chevalier was actually
seeking information; and | was certain
he had no idea of the work on which
| was engaged.
| steal a glance at Robb, then look directly at the Board-
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
It has long been clear to ne that |
shoul d have reported this incident
at once.
SENATOR MCGEE (V. O.)
The Oppenhei nmer situation highlights
t he tension between scientists and
the security apparatus..
CUT TO
87 | NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (BLACK AND WHI TE) 87

Strauss is at the witness table facing the senate commttee.

SENATOR MCCEE
I n hopes of |earning how the nom nee
handl ed such issues during his tine
at the AEC, we'll have a scientist
appearing before the conmttee.

STRAUSS (private)
Who' re they bringing in?

COUNSEL (private)
They haven't said.

STRAUSS
M.Chairman, if | may? |'m nom nated
for Comrerce Secretary. Wy seek
t he opi nion of scientists-

CHAI RVAN
This is a Cabinet post, Admral. W
seek a wi de range of opi nion.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
l'd like to know the nane of the
scientist testifying. And 1'd |ike
t he chance to cross-exani ne.

CHAI RMVAN
(irritated)
This is not a court.
88 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER ( B&W

The Senate Ai de shows Strauss and Counsel in.

COUNSEL

Lewis, you're not on trial-
STRAUSS

So everyone keeps sayi ng.
COUNSEL

You act |ike a defense attorney, the
Commttee's gonna act like a
prosecut or.

STRAUSS
(to Senate A de)
A formality, huh?

SENATE Al DE
No Presidential Cabinet nonm nee has
failed to be confirned since 1925.
This is just how the gane is played.

COUNSEL
It's in the bag, Lews, so play nice.
They bring in a scientist, so what?

Strauss gives a wy smle. Renenbers-

| NSERT CUT: STRAUSS APPROACHES EI NSTEI N AND OPPENHEI MVER-
El NSTEI N BLOAS PAST W THOUT ACKNOALEDGA NG STRAUSS. . .

STRAUSS
You don't know scientists like | do,
Counsel or. They resent anyone who
guestions their judgnment- especially
if you're not one of them.

| NSERT CUT: STRAUSS STARES- THE CROWD AT THE | SOTOPES HEARI NG
LAUGHS. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)

| was chair of the AEC- |I'measy to
bl anme for what happened to Robert.

( CONTI NUED)
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SENATE Al DE
We can't let the Senate think that
the scientific community doesn't
support you.

STRAUSS
Shoul d we pivot ?
SENATE Al DE
To what ?
STRAUSS
Enbrace it. 'I fought Oppenhei ner
and the U S. won.'?
SENATE Al DE

| don't think we need to go there.
Isn't there anyone we can call who
knows what really happened?

STRAUSS
Tel l er.

SENATE Al DE
He' Il make an inpression.

STRAUSS

Can you find out the nanme of the
scientist they' ve call ed?

SENATE Al DE
Pr obabl y.

STRAUSS
(to Counsel)
We get that name- you call the AEC,
find out if he was based in Chicago
or Los Al anos during the war.

SENATE Al DE
Way's that matter?

STRAUSS
| f he was in Chicago he worked under
Szilard and Ferm, not the cult of
Qppi e at Los Al anpbs. Robert built
t hat damm pl ace- he was Founder,
Mayor, Sheriff all rolled into one..

CUT TO
89 | NT. / EXT. CAR DRI VI NG THROUGH LOS ALAMOS - DAY ( COLOUR) 89
| DRIVE Kitty and Peter through the "town'... Kitty STARES

at the newl y-built BASI C WOODEN STRUCTURES. .

( CONTI NUED)
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KITTY
Al it needs is a sal oon.
| NT. OPPENHEI MER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 90
| stand in the hall, holding Peter, NERVOUS, as Kitty inspects
t he house... she pokes her head back in-
KITTY
Robert. There's no kitchen.
OPPENHEI MVER
Real ly? W'Ill fix that. Don't worry.
EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 91

| wal k Bethe through the security gate.

BETHE
Barbed wire. QGuns, Oppie.

OPPENHEI MER
W're at war, Hans.

I NT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTIQON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 92

| step up to join Serber- throw up a slide. Condon
Nedder neyer, Ki stiakowsky, Donal d, Tol man, Bai nbri dge and
Feynman anongst ot her SCI ENTI STS are in attendance.

OPPENHEI MER
Hal i fax, 1917. A cargo ship carrying
muni ti ons expl oded in the harbor..

| NSERT CUT: WOOD AND CONCRETE FRAGMENTS AND FLI ES. .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
A vast and sudden chem cal reaction..

A SHOCKWAVE DRI FTS ACROSS THE TOPS OF THE CHOPPY WATER. . .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
The bi ggest man-made explosion in
history. Let's cal culate how nuch
nore destructive it would have been
wi th a nuclear, not chem cal,
reaction. Expressing power in terns
of tons of TNIT-

BETHE
But it'll be thousands.

OPPENHEI MER
Then, kil otons.

| switch the lights on, step down to | et Serber-

( CONTI NUED)
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SERBER
Usi ng U235, the bonb-
(sees nme wave)
Sorry- the gadget wll need a 33-
pound sphere, about this size..

Ser ber reaches below the table, brings up a GOLDFI SH BOA-

SERBER ( CONT' D)
Or using plutonium a ten pound
sphere. ..

He puts a | arge BRANDY GLASS next to the aquarium

SERBER ( CONT' D)
Here's the anmount of urani um Gak
Ri dge refined all of |ast nonth.

Serber drops THREE MARBLES into the bowl. The scientists
stare at the al nost-enpty gol dfish bow .

SERBER ( CONT' D)
The Hanford plant made this nuch
pl ut oni um . .

He drops TWO MARBLES into the brandy gl ass.
SERBER ( CONT' D)
If we can enrich these anpbunts... we
need a way to detonate them

Teller is at the back folding a paper plane.

OPPENHEI MER
Are we boring you, Edward?

TELLER

(wi t hout | ooking up)

Yes.

OPPENHEI MVER
May | ask why?

TELLER

We cane into this roomknow ng a
fission bonb was possible. Let's
| eave it with sonething new.

OPPENHEI MER
Such as?
TELLER
A 'super' atom c bonb. Instead of

urani um or plutoniumwe use hydrogen.

( CONTI NUED)
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MJURMURS of di ssent -

TELLER ( CONT' D)
(shutting them down)
Heavy hydrogen- deuterium W conpact
the atons together under great force
and induce a fusion reaction. Not
kil otons... negatons.

A HUBBUB devel ops- | process quickly, then-

OPPENHEI VER
Hang on. How do you generate enough
force to fuse hydrogen atons?

Teller smles a self-satisfied smle.

TELLER
A small fission bonb.

GROANS al | around..

OPPENHEI MER
Well, since you' re going to need
one, anyway... can we get back to

t he busi ness at hand?
Tel | er SHRUGS.
CUT TGO
| NT. SENATE COMM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

SENATOR BARTLETT
M. Strauss, the isotopes issue wasn't
your nost inportant policy
di sagreenent wth Dr. Oppenhei ner.
It was the Hydrogen bonb, wasn't it?

STRAUSS
We di d di sagree about the need for
an H bonb program

SENATOR BARTLETT
Tell us how that canme to pass.

As Strauss REMEMBERS we hear a SIREN and we are-

EXT. NEW YORK STREET - NI GHT (B&W

Strauss is in a car, barreling along behind a PO.LI CE ESCORT-
| NT. HOTEL, NEW YORK - NI GHT (B&W

Strauss and his ASSI STANT rush down the corridor to a door-
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| NT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT (B&W 96

Strauss enters- a table surrounded by AEC nmenbers- QOppenhei nmer
is slouched at the table, pipe blazing, Bush presides..
Strauss renoves his overcoat, revealing a tuxedo..

STRAUSS
VWhat do we know?

BUSH
One of our B-29's over the north
Paci fic picked up radiation.

Rabi uses a conpass to indicate an area on the map..

STRAUSS
Do you have the filter papers?
OPPENHEI MER
There's no doubt what this is.
STRAUSS

The White House says there's doubt.
Oppenhei mer begrudgingly slides themover to Strauss.

BUSH
W shful thinking, I'mafraid.

OPPENHEI MER
It's an atonmic test.

STRAUSS
The Sovi ets have a bonb? W're
supposed to be years ahead of them
What were you guys doing at Los
Al anos? Wasn't the security tight?

OPPENHEI MER
O course it was- you weren't there,
Lew s.

NI CHOLS (O. S.)
Forgi ve me, Doctor...

Strauss | eans around the FLOAERS in the center of the table
to see who is speaking- Nichols, nowa civilian.

NI CHOLS ( CONT' D)
But | was there.

CUT TO
EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR) 97

Condon, Nichols and | watch cars pull up. G oves energes.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI VER
Wl come back

GROVES
Progress?

| NSERT CUT: MARBLES DROP | NTO THE GOLDFI SH BOWL.

OPPENHEI MER
It's nice to see you, too.
GROVES

Meet the British contingent.
SCI ENTI STS energe. A THIN YOUNG MAN of fers his hand-

FUCHS (Gerrman accent)
Dr . Oppenhei ner, Kl aus Fuchs.

OPPENHEI VER
How | ong have you been British?

FUCHS
Since Htler told nme | wasn't Ger man.

I NT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTIQON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY

Bet he, Teller, Condon, Kistiakowsky, Donal d, Bai nbri dge,
Fuchs and Feynman and other Scientists |isten to-

SERBER
| call it "shooting' - we fire a chunk
of fissionable material into the
| arger sphere with enough force to
achieve criticality.

I NSERT CUT: A URANI UM ' BULLET" IS FIRED | NTO A SPHERE

TOLMAN
| " ve been thinking about inplosion.
Expl osi ves around the sphere bl ast
i nwards, crushing the naterial.

| NSERT CUT: A SPHERI CAL ARRAY OF EXPLOSI VES BLASTS | NMARD-

NEDDERMEYER
I"d like to investigate that idea.

OPPENHEI MVER
"Il talk to the Ordinance D vi sion-
we'll get you bl ow ng things up..
EXT. 'MAIN STREET', LOS ALAMOS - DAY

Condon, Nichols and | show Groves the GRON NG TOM. . .

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER

School's up and running. | thought

of a way to reduce support staff...
| open the door to the cabin containing nmy office-
| NT. OUTER OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Groves notices the YOUNG WOVAN wor ki ng behi nd the desk-
| NT. OPPENHEI MER S OFFI CE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS

| slunp into ny chair. Goves is perpl exed-

GROVES
Is that...?

OPPENHEI MVER
Ms.Serber. |'ve offered jobs to
all the wives. Admin., librarians,

conputation. W cut down on staff
and keep fam lies together.

GROVES
Are these wonen qualified?
OPPENHEI MER

Don't be absurd. These are sone of
the brightest mnds in our comunity.

CONDON
And they're already security cl eared.

NI CHOLS
|'ve informed General Groves you' ve
been hol di ng cross-divisional open
di scussi ons-

GROVES
Shut 'em down. Conpartnentalization
is the key to maintaining security-

CONDON
It's only the top nen.

NI CHCLS
Who, presumably, communicate with
subor di nat es.

OPPENHEI VER
These nmen aren't stupid, they can be
di screte.

GROVES

| don't like it.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
You don't |ike anything enough for
that to be a fair test.
Groves shrugs. Gets up to leave. N chols rolls his eyes.

GROVES
Once a week. Top nen only.

OPPENHEI MVER

I"d like to bring ny brother here.
GROVES

No.

Groves and Condon | eave- | corner Nichols-

OPPENHEI MVER

| still haven't heard that ny security

cl earance has been approved.
NI CHCLS

It hasn't.
OPPENHEI MVER

We're going to Chicago tonorrow
NI CHCLS

You should wait.

OPPENHEI VER
You're aware that the Nazis have a
two year head start?

NI CHOLS
Dr. Oppenhei ner, the fact that your
security clearance is proving
difficult to obtain is not ny fault.
It's yours.

OPPENHEI MER
It may not be your fault, but it's
your problem Because |I'm going.

CUT TO
102 | NT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT (B&W 102

Strauss reaches to the center of the table to nove the fl owers
from between hi mand Ni chol s-

STRAUSS

How nmany people were in the open
di scussi ons?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CHCLS
Too many. Conpartnentalization was
supposed to be the protocol.

OPPENHEI MER
W were in a race agai nst the Nazis-
STRAUSS
Well, now the race is against the
Sovi et s.
OPPENHEI MER

Only if we start it.

Strauss holds up the filter papers.

STRAUSS
Robert, they just fired the starting
gun. \What's the nature of the device
t hey det onat ed?

OPPENHEI MER
The data indicates it may have been
a plutonium i npl osi on devi ce.

STRAUSS
Li ke the one you built at Los Al anpbs?

Oppenhei mer nods reluctantly. ..

Bush nods.

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
|f the Soviets have a bonmb, Trunan
needs to know what's next.

Oppenhei ner | ooks i ncredul ous-

OPPENHEI MER
What's next? Arns tal ks. Coviously.
STRAUSS
(to Bush)

What about the Super? Does Truman
even know about it?

BUSH
Not specifically.

OPPENHEI MER
We still don't know if a Hydrogen
bonmb is technically feasible.

STRAUSS
My understanding is that Teller first
proposed it at Los Al anps.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2) 102
OPPENHEI MER
Hi s designs have al ways been wildly
impractical. You'd have to deliver
by ox-cart not airplane.
STRAUSS

If it could put us ahead again, Truman
needs to know about it. And if
there's a possibility that the

Russi ans know about it froma spy at
Los Alanps... we've gotta get going.

OPPENHEI VER
There's no proof there was a spy at
Los Al anos.

Strauss holds up the filter papers, raises his eyebrows...

CUT TO
EXT. FOOTBALL STADI UM CHI CAGO - DAY (COLOUR) 103
Condon and | are led across the field by J.Ernest WLKINS..
CONDON
They put it under the footbal
st adi un®?
W LKI NS
The field' s not in use, anynore.
OPPENHEI MER

Just as well.
| NT. ATOM C PI LE, UNDERNEATH THE STADI UM CHI CAGO - DAY 104

W ki ns shows us to SZILARD and FERM. A Scientist with
GLASSES takes notes. The group approaches the atomc pile..

FERM

| hear you've got a little town.
OPPENHEI MER

Cone and see.
SZI LARD

Who could think straight in a place
like that? Everybody will go crazy.

OPPENHEI VER
Thanks for the vote of confidence,
Szil ard.

| spot  asses SCRIBBLING | GRAB his pen- he FLI NCHES-

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
W really need that in the notes?
(to Ferm)
When are you going to try it out?

FERM
W already did. The first self-
sust ai ni ng nucl ear chai n reaction.
Didn't Goves tell you?
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105 EXT. T-SECTION - DAY 105
Condon and | have just passed through-
HORNI G
Dr. Qopenheiner! | tried Personnel.

W turn to see a 23-year-old young wonan on the other side
of the barrier. This is Lilli HORNI G

HORNI G ( CONT' D)
They asked if | could type.

OPPENHEI MER
Can you?

HORNI G
Harvard forgot to teach that on the
graduate chem stry course.

| smle at this. Turn to Condon.

OPPENHEI MVER
Put Ms.Hornig on the plutoniumteam
106 | NT. CYCLOTRON BUI LDI NG, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS 106

Condon and | peer up at the equi pnment. G oves STORM i n-

GROVES

VWhat the hell were you doing in

Chi cago?!
CONDON

Visiting the Met Lab-
GROVES

Wy ?!

Condon | ooks at ne. | say nothing. He turns to G oves-

CONDON

You can't talk to us like this. W
have every right-

GROVES
You have just the rights | give you!
No nore, no |ess.

CONDON
This is ridiculous- we're adults,
trying to run a project here.
(to ne)
Tell him Robert.

( CONTI NUED)
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| look steadily at G oves.

OPPENHEI MER
Conmpartnental i zation is the protocol
we agreed to.

CONDON

You' ve got to be kidding ne. Enough
of this madhouse- nobody can work
under these conditions.

(to Groves)
You know what, Ceneralissinm? |
qui t.

(to Oppenhei ner)
Thanks for not hing.

Condon storns out. Goves turns to ne.

GROVES
Better off without him
OPPENHEI MVER

Aren't you nore worried about his
di scretion out there?

GROVES

We' I'| have himkill ed.

(of f | o0k)

Ki dding. He hates nme, not Anerica.
OPPENHEI MER

Not everyone has levers |like mne to

pul | .
GROVES

| don't know what you nean.
OPPENHEI MER

You didn't hire nme despite ny left-
Wi ng past, you hired ne because of
it. So you could control ne.

GROVES
|"'mnot that subtle. |I'mjust a
hunbl e sol di er.

OPPENHEI MER

You're neither hunble, nor '"just' a
soldier. You studied engineering at
MI.T.

GROVES
Quilty as charged.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
Now t hat we understand each ot her
perhaps you'll get nme ny security

clearance, so | can performthis
mracle for you.

G oves | ooks at ne. Nods.

GARRI SON (V. Q)
Ceneral Goves, were you aware of
Dr. Oppenheiner's left w ng
associ ati ons when you appoi nted hin?

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY 107
in ClVILI AN CLOTHES, testifies. | wat ch. .

GROVES
| was aware that there were suspicions
about him.. | was aware that he
had a very extrene |iberal background.

GARRI SON
I n your opinion, would he ever
consciously conmt a disloyal act?

GROVES
| woul d be amazed if he did.

GARRI SON
You had conplete confidence in his
integrity?

GROVES

At Los Al anps, yes, which is where |
really knew him

ROBB
Ceneral, did your security officers
on the project advise against the
cl earance of Dr. Qppenhei nmer?

GROVES
Truer to say they could not and would
not clear him Until 1 insisted.
ROBB

You becane pretty famliar with the
security file on Dr.Qppenhei ner?

GROVES
| did.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ROBB
CGeneral, there's really only one

guestion we need answered here
t oday. . .
Groves shifts, know ng what's about to be asked..

ROBB ( CONT' D)

In the light of your experience of
?ﬁcuggfy matters” and know edge of
e file...

EXT. T-SECTION - DAY
| greet Lawrence and Lomanitz as they get out of a car-

ROBB (V.QO)
Woul d you cl ear Dr. Qppenhei ner today?

LAWRENCE

Physi cs and New Mexi co, huh? But ny
God, what a trek

OPPENHEI MER
That's why you need a |iaison.

LAWRENCE
| " m appoi nting Lomanitz.

| pat Lomanitz on the shoul der.

OPPENHEI MER
You' re gonna be okay.

I NT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMCS - LATER

As the group assenbles, General G oves speaks to Law ence.

GROVES
I"lI'l rem nd you what we tal ked about
i n Berkel ey, Doctor.

LAVWRENCE
Conpartnental i zation. | understand
conpl etely.

%prnheiner theatrically drops three marbles into the 1/4
u

ol dfish bow, then Al TWD MORE- t he room APPLAUDS.

Oppenhei mer BOAS, steps down. Law ence BOUNCES up-

LAVWRENCE ( CONT' D)

Greetings fromBerkeley. |I'mhere to
update you on our progress and solicit
your input. To do so | will be sharing
many things that General G oves has
told nme not to...

(to Groves)
Well, General, | said | 'understood',
not that | agreed. So, to business..

( CONTI NUED)
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109 CONTI NUED: 109
Groves |l ooks at ne. | shrug. He |eaves.
CUT TO
110 | NT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT (B&W 110

Strauss places the filter papers back down on the table..

STRAUSS
There were reports of espionage from
Los Al anps-

OPPENHEI MER
Unsubst anti ated reports-

STRAUSS
|'ve heard there were Conmuni sts on
the project- were any of theminvol ved
wi t h di scussions of the Super?

OPPENHEI MER
We didn't know ngly enpl oy any
Communi st s.

NI CHOLS
| seemto remenber you demandi ng
that your brother conme to Los Al anos.

OPPENHEI MER
He'd left the party by then.
STRAUSS
And Lomanitz?
OPPENHEI MER

He was never enployed at Los Al anos,
he was a liaison. Qur security was
tight, as former Col onel Nichols
wel | knows.

NI CHOLS
Qur security was the tightest we
could make it given the personalities
i nvol ved. But attenpts were nade.
Doctor, we've all read your file
here. Do we need to tal k about Jean
Tatl ock? O the Chevalier incident?

Strauss wat ches Qppenhei ner glare at N chol s.
CUT TO
111 | NT. OPPENHEI MER S OFFI CE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY ( COLOUR) 111

SECRETARY (over intercom
That's Lomanitz on one...

( CONTI NUED)
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| pick up the phone-

OPPENHEI MER
Lomanitz? Ckay, hang on, cal m down.
I NT. COLONEL NI CHOLS' OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER 112

| stand at Nichols' desk.

OPPENHEI MER
There's been anot her screw up-
Lomanitz just got drafted.

NI CHOLS
W are at war, Doctor.

OPPENHEI VER
Don't be an asshole, Nichols. W
need this kid. Fix it, wll you?

NI CHOLS
It wasn't a m stake. Your friend
Lomanitz has been trying to unionize
t he Radi ati on Lab.

OPPENHEI MER
He prom sed to quit all that.
NI CHOLS
Well, he hasn't. The security officer

at Berkeley is concerned about
Communi st infiltration through that
union- the... F. A ..

OPPENHEI VER
(t hi nki ng)
F.AECT.. I"'mthere next week,
maybe 1'Il drop in to see him

Ni chol s TOSSES a security pass across the desk.

NI CHOLS
Your 'Q clearance cane through
It's inportant you not maintain or
renew any questionabl e associ ati ons.

ROBB (V. Q)
Doctor, did you think social contacts
bet ween a person enpl oyed on secret
war wor k and Conmuni sts was danger ous?

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 113
| testify, Kitty behind ne..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 113

OPPENHEI MVER
My awar eness of the danger woul d be
greater today.

ROBB
But it's fair to say that during the
war years. .
EXT. HOTEL, SAN FRANCI SCO - DAY 114
A TAXI pulls up. | get out, carrying a bag.
ROBB (V.0Q)

... you felt that such contacts were
potentially dangerous?

| enter, w thout seeing a CAR FOLLOW NG  The PASSENGER | unps
out, while the DRI VER checks the tine, makes a note.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY, SAN FRANCI SCO - CONTI NUOUS 115

OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
Wer e concei vably danger ous.

| nove to the elevators, watched by the Passenger.
| NT. CORRI DOR, HOTEL, SAN FRANCI SCO - CONTI NUOUS 116
At the door to 805 I reach into my bag..

ROBB (V. Q)
Real | y? Known Communi sts?
...and renove a small BUNCH OF FLONERS. | knock...
OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
Look, I've had a lot of secrets in
my head a long time. It doesn't

matter who | associate with..
The door opens to reveal JEAN TATLOCK
| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 117

OPPENHEI VER
| don't tal k about those secrets.

| NT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCI SCO - CONTI NUOUS 118

Tatl ock GRABS the flowers. As | follow her in, she DUWS
themin the wast ebasket. ..

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 119

Robb refers to his papers- Kitty watches..

( CONTI NUED)



VH TE Revision - 1-3-22 80.
119 CONTI NUED: 119

ROBB
You said in your statenent you 'had
to visit Jean Tatlock in 1943..

120 | NT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCI SCO - NI GHT 120
Tatlock and | sit across the roomfrom each other, naked.

TATLOCK
You left. Not a word. Wat did you
think that would do to ne?

OPPENHEI VER

| wrote.
TATLOCK

Pages of nothing. Were'd you go?
OPPENHEI VER

| can't tell you.
TATLOCK

Wy not ?
OPPENHEI VER

Because you're a Conmmuni st.
ROBB (V. Q)

Why did you have to see her?

121 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY 121

| sit at the table, self conscious, testifying..

OPPENHEI MER
She had indicated a great desire to
see ne before we left. At that tine
| couldn't. But | felt that she had
to see ne...

Kitty watches nme testify. | am NAKED..

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
She was undergoi ng psychiatric
treatment. She was extrenely unhappy.

ROBB
Did you find out why she had to see
you?

OPPENHEI MVER
Because she was still in love with
ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kitty watches Tatl ock, al so naked, STRADDLE ne, head on ny
shoul der, facing Kitty...

RCBB
You spent the night with her didn't
you?

As Tatlock GRINDS on nme she | ocks eyes with Kitty...

OPPENHEI VER
Yes.

| NT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCI SCO - NI GHT 122
Tatl ock studies ne from across the room

TATLOCK
You drop in and out of ny life and
don't have to tell nme why. That's

power .
OPPENHEI MER
Not that | enjoy. 1'd rather be
here for you as you need.
TATLOCK
But now you' ve got other priorities.
OPPENHEI MER
| have a wife and child.
TATLOCK

That's not what either of us is
t al ki ng about .

OPPENHEI MER
Jean, you asked nme to conme. And |I'm
glad | did. But |I can't cone again.

TATLOCK
VWhat if | need you?

| slowly shake ny head.

TATLOCK ( CONT' D)
Not a word?

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY 123
Al'l eyes on ne, clothed and al one again..
ROBB

Did you think that consistent with
good security?

( CONTI NUED)
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Behind ne, Kitty's face is stone..
OPPENHEI MER
It was, as a matter of fact. Not a
wor d.
ROBB

When did you see her after that?

| NSERT CUT: HOT BATH RUNNING.  PILL BOITLE. DOANTURNED HEAD
IN THE WATER. THE SOUND OF FEET STAMPI NG STAMPI NG ..

| JAM ny eyes cl osed, shake off the inmage-

OPPENHEI MVER
| never saw her again.

124 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 124

As the room breaks up, Kitty speaks privately to nme through
CLENCHED TEETH as she gathers her things. No eye contact.

KITTY
| can make the last train back to
Pri ncet on.

OPPENHEI VER

| said nothing that | hadn't already
said to you, Kitty.

KITTY
Well, today you said it to history.
OPPENHEI MVER
This is a cl osed hearing-
KITTY
If they don't rel ease a transcript,
you will!

She DROPS her bag, spilling the contents. Garrison spots a
smal | FLASK as Kitty sweeps it into her purse. | CROUCH
OPPENHEI MER
| was under oath.

KITTY

You were under an oath to nme when
you went to see Jean.

She STANDS- | follow She TURNS back- in ny face-

( CONTI NUED)
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KITTY (CONT' D)
You sit there, day after day, letting
them pick our lives to pieces. Wy
won't you fight?

| don't answer. She |eaves. @Garrison steps up.

GARRI SON
Robert, 1I'mnot putting her up there.
125 EXT. BERKELEY CAMPUS - DAY 125

| stroll across the canpus, enter an adm nistrative buil ding.

126 I NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER 126
| knock. Johnson opens the door, SURPRI SED
JOHNSON

Dr. Oppenheiner, it's an honor.
Pl ease, take a seat-

OPPENHEI MER
No need. | just wanted to check
whether | should talk to Lomanitz
while |I'm here- given your concerns.

JOHNSON
That's up to you, really, Professor
But 1'd be cauti ous.

OPPENHEI MER
Understood. Oh, and as far as the
uni on goes, | wanted to give you a
heads up on a man naned Eltenton
JOHNSON
A heads up?
OPPENHEI MER
He might nerit watching, is all.
JOHNSON
|"d love to get nore detail s-
OPPENHEI MER

| " ve got an appoi ntnent now, and |
| eave early tonorrow

JOHNSON
Conme as early as you like. Since
you haven't tinme now.

GROVES (V. Q)
You went back the next norning?
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127 | NT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY 127
Groves sits opposite. | stare out the w ndow.
OPPENHEI MER
| did. | had to, really.
128 I NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - MORNI NG 128
Johnson smles, beckons nme in. |Indicates a SECOND MAN-

OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
This time there was anot her man.

129 I NT. TRAI'N, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY 129

| stare out the window (G oves sits opposite.

OPPENHEI VER
Said his nanme was Pash.
GROVES
Pash? You net Col onel Pash?
130 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - DAY 130
Al one on the couch, | glance up, NERVOUS, as a man in uniform
wal ks past. As he sits, | study the back of his head.
ROBB

Col onel Pash, can you read from your
meno of June 29th, 19437

PASH
Results of surveillance conducted on
subj ect indicate further possible
Communi st Party connections. Subject
met with and spent considerable tine
wi th one Jean Tatl ock, Conmuni st,
the record of whomis attached.

ROBB
The subj ect bei ng Dr. Qppenhei nmer ?
PASH
Yes.
ROBB
Whom you had not net?
PASH

Not then, but soon after..
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I NT. TRAI'N, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY

OPPENHEI MER
He's head of security for the Project,
shoul dn't | know hi n?

GROVES
No, he should know you. 1'd never
put you in a roomwth Pash
OPPENHEI MER
Why not ?
GROVES

When Pash first |earned about Lomanitz-
he told the F.B.I. he was going to

ki dnap him take himout on a boat,
interrogate him'in the Russian

manner' ...

I NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - DAY

Pash sits down next to nme, opposite Johnson.

PASH

Dr. Oppenheiner, this is a pleasure.
Ceneral Groves has placed a certain
responsibility in nme, and it's |ike
having a child, that you can't see,
by renote control, so to actually
meet you... | don't nean to take
much of your tinme...

The disarmng friendliness of the truly dangerous.

OPPENHEI MVER
Not at all. \Whatever tine you choose.

PASH
M . Johnson told nme of your
conversation yesterday, in which I'm
very interested. It had nme worried
al | day...

OPPENHEI VER
| didn't want to talk to Lomanitz
wi t hout aut hori zati on-

PASH
That's not the particular interest |
have. |It's sonething a little nore,

in ny opinion, nore serious..
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133 I NT. TRAI'N, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY 133

GROVES
Wien the F.B.I. pointed out that
such information couldn't be used in
court Pash made it clear that he
didn't intend to have anyone left to
prosecute. The F.B.1. talked him
down, but that's the man you're
danci ng with.

134 I NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - DAY 134

PASH
| gather you've heard there are other
parties interested in the work of
t he Radi ation Lab. ..

OPPENHEI MVER
Well, a man attached to the Sovi et
Consul indicated, through internediate
people, to people on this project
that he was in a position to transmt
information they m ght supply.

PASH
Wiy woul d anyone on the project want
t hat ?

OPPENHEI MER
Frankly, | can see there m ght be

argunents for the Comrander in Chief
inform ng the Russians- they're our
allies. But | don't like the idea
of it going out the back door- it

m ght not hurt to be on the | ookout

for it.
135 I NT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY 135

GROVES

You said that to Pash?
OPPENHEI MVER

| was trying to put it in the

context of... Russia's not Germany.
GROVES

Boris Pash is the son of a Russian
Orthodox bishop. Born here, but in
1918 he went back to Russia to fight
t he Bol sheviks. This is a nan who's
killed Communists with his own hands.
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| NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - DAY
Pash spreads his palns...

PASH
" m not the judge of who should or
shoul d not get information. M
business is to stop it going through
illegally. Could you be alittle
nmore specific?

OPPENHEI MER

There's a man whose nanme was nenti oned

to me a couple of times- Eltenton.

| think he's a chem st enpl oyed by
Shell. He talked to a friend of his
who' s an acquai ntance of someone on
the project. To go beyond that would
be to put nanmes down of people who
are not only innocent but were 100
percent cooperative.

I NT. TRAI'N, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY

Groves is staring at ne like | just crapped ny pants.
GROVES
You t hought Pash woul d be satisfied
with that?
OPPENHEI MER

| was trying to give them Eltenton
w t hout opening a can of worns. |
told hima cock-and-bull story.

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY
| amup front. Robb questioning-

ROBB
Did you lie to General Goves, too?

OPPENHEI MER
No, | told himl'd lied to Pash.

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY
Groves is on the stand, in civilian clothes-
GARRI SON

Do you recall your conversation with
hi m about the Chevalier incident?

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
|'ve seen so many versions of it, |
wasn't confused before, but I'm
certainly getting there now.

GARRI SON
What was your concl usi on?

GROVES
That he was under the influence of
the typical American school boy
attitude that there's sonething w cked
about telling on a friend. He did
what he thought was essenti al -
di scl osi ng El tenton.

2022, ATOM C ENERGY COW SSI ON - DAY

Pash is testifying.

PASH
The nmeno | wote at the tinme states
" Dr. Qppenhei ner sought to provide
information to burnish his inmge as
| oyal, clearly having heard of our
investigation at Berkeley. He is
not to be trusted on matters of
security'.

I NT. LT.JOHNSON S OFFI CE - DAY

Pash gazes, unblinking, into ny eyes..

PASH
These ot her peopl e you nenti oned,
were they contacted by Eltenton
direct?

OPPENHEI MER
No.

PASH
Wel |l now, could we know through whom
t hat contact was nade?

OPPENHEI VER
It would invol ve peopl e who ought
not be involved in this.

PASH
s this person a nenber of the
proj ect ?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
A menber of the faculty, but not on
t he project.

PASH
El tenton nmade the approach through a
menber of the faculty here at
Ber kel ey?

OPPENHEI MER
As far as | know there nmay have
been nore than one person invol ved.
If I seem uncooperative | think you
can understand that it's because of
nmy insistence in not getting innocent
peopl e into trouble.

Pash stares at ne. | finally keep ny nouth shut.
PASH
You see ne as persistent-
OPPENHEI MER

You are persistent, and that is your
job. But ny job is protecting the
peopl e who work for ne.

PASH
| nstead of us going on certain steps
whi ch may cone to your attention and

be a little bit... disturbing to
you... |'d rather discuss those
with you first. 1'mnot fornulating
any plans, I'mjust going to have to

di gest the whol e thing.
| nod at Pash. Get to ny feet.
142 | NT. TRAI'N, SANTA FE TO CH CAGO - DAY 142
Groves takes in the story.

GROVES
You're protecting a friend. But
who's protecting you?

OPPENHEI MER
You coul d.

GROVES
| f you gave ne the nane.

OPPENHEI MER
| f you order ne to, I'Il doit.

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
You're making a m stake, Robert. A
m st ake that may haunt you. You
need to volunteer this nane.

| turn to watch the scenery trundl e past.

ROBB (V. Q)

And did he give you the nane?

143 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 143

GROVES

He did.
ROBB

But not at that tine.
GROVES

No.
ROBB

In fact, it was sone nonths | ater,
wasn't it?

G oves nods.
144 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - DAY 144
| study the back of Boris Pash's head..

ROBB
And in the nonths between your
interview with Dr.Cppenhei mer and
his eventual nam ng of Chevalier,
di d you expend resources trying to
find the identity of the internediary?

PASH
Consi derabl e resources. Wthout the
name our job was extrenely difficult.

ROBB
When did you receive the nanme?

PASH
| was gone by the tinme Qopenhei nmer
offered it up.

ROBB
Gone?

PASH
They felt nmy time would be better
spent in Europe determ ning the status
of the Nazi bonb project.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROBB
Who di d?
PASH
General Groves. He transferred me
to London.

| lift nmy head at this.
| NSERT CUT: MARBLES DROP | NTO THE BOAL... 3/4 FULL...
EXT. LOS ALAMOS - NI GHT 145

Serber and I wal k down the street. Snow falling.

SERBER

Little early for a Christmas party.
OPPENHEI MER

Sonmething's up. Tolman's been away.
SERBER

Wher e?
OPPENHEI MER

Ruth won't tell.
We head towards Fuller Lodge...
| NT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - LATER 146

A CHRI STMAS PARTY. DEBAUCHED. Kitty, in SANTA HAT,
serves/ spi kes the EGGNOG. Bethe, Teller, Charlotte Serber,
Nedder meyer, Kistiakowsky, Donal d, Hornig, Bainbridge, Fuchs,
Feynman anongst the revelers. | have Ruth cornered, glancing
over at Kitty who pretends she wasn't |ooking at ne and GRABS
at the nearest male arm pushing eggnog. ..

RUTH
Conpartnental i zati on, Oppie. Wat
makes you think I know, anyway?

| take her glass. Sip fromit...

OPPENHEI MVER
You do a good job of knowi ng where
M.Tolman is... when it counts.
RUTH

Li ke now.
| turn- Tolman and G oves enter, brushing off snow...
GROVES

Atten-shun! W have an early
Christmas present for you...

( CONTI NUED)
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They step aside to reveal... NITELS BOHR. | grin.

( CONTI NUED)
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BOHR (V. Q)
The British pilots put ne in the
bonmb bay. ..
| NT. SAME - LATER
Bohr hol ds court. | listen at the back.
BOHR

The crowd

...showed ne the oxygen- of course |
messed it up. Wen they opened ne
up in Scotland I was unconscious. |
pretended |I'd been nappi ng.

LAUGHS, loving it. Bohr peels off to talk to ne.

BOHR ( CONT' D)
Is it big enough?

OPPENHEI MER
To end the war?

BOHR
To end all war.

I NT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION - LATER

| sip ny drink, watching Bohr read the boards. Tol man,

Tell er, Bethe and Serber spraw, party hats, TINSEL scarves..

BOHR
Hei senberg sought ne out in
Copenhagen. It was chilling- ny old
student, working for the Nazis. He
told me things to draw ne out...
sustained fission reactions in
Ur ani um . .

TOLMVAN
That sounds nore |like a reactor than
a bonb.

92.

TELLER
Did he nention gaseous diffusion?
BOHR
He seenmed nore focused on heavy water.
TELLER
As a noderator?
BOHR
Yes. Instead of graphite.
Serber and Tolman GRIN. | nod. Bohr notices us rel ax...

( CONTI NUED)
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BOHR ( CONT' D)
What ?

OPPENHEI MER
He took a wong turn. W' re ahead.
And with you here to help us..

Bohr turns to Teller and the others-

BOHR
Gent | enen, could you give us a nonent?

They shuffle out. Bohr |ooks at the MARBLES. Turns to ne..

| take thi

| | ook at

BOHR ( CONT' D)
|"mnot here to help, Robert. |
knew you could do this w thout ne.

OPPENHEI MER
Then why did you cone?

BOHR
To tal k about after. The power you're
revealing will forever outlive the
Nazis. And the world is not prepared.

OPPENHEI MVER
You can lift the rock w thout being
ready for the snake that's reveal ed.

BOHR

We have to nmake the politicians
understand- this isn't a new weapon-
it's a newworld. 1'lIl be out there,
doi ng what | can- but you..

(points at ne)
You' re an American Pronet heus- Fat her
of the Atom ¢ Bonb. The nman who
gave themthe power to destroy
t hensel ves. They'l| respect that.
And your work really begins.

s in. Charlotte Serber enters-
CHARLOTTE

|"msorry, Oppie, but there's a call.

From San Franci sco.

my watch, surprised... |look at Bohr, who nods ' Go'

EXT. SNOW WOODS, LGOS ALAMOS - DAWN 149

Kitty, on

hor seback, finds nmy horse, tied up. She disnounts,

nmoving into the trees... she finds nme curled up at the base

of a tree

in the SNOW di straught.

( CONTI NUED)



VH TE Revision - 1-3-22 94,

149 CONTI NUED: 149
KITTY
Robert ?
She crouches, touches mnmy shoulder- | | ook up, ASHAMED
OPPENHEI MER
Her father called... they found her
yesterday... in the bath..
| NSERT CUT: A WOVAN, FACE DOWN I N THE BATH, A CUSH ON BELOW ..
KITTY
Who?
OPPENHEI MVER
She'd taken pills, left a note..
not signed... she took barbiturates..

I NSERT CUT: TATLOCK KNEELS | N THE BATH, POPPI NG PI LLS. Sl NKS
SERENELY ONTO CUSHI ONS UNDER THE WATER. .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
But there was Chloral Hydrate in her
bl ood. . .

| NSERT CUT: GLOVED HANDS HOLDS TATLOCK' S STRUGGLI NG HEAD
UNDERWATER. .

| SHAKE OFF the inmage...

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
There was a note.

KITTY
Jean Tatl ock?

| NSERT CUT: OPPENHEI MER, NAKED, SHAKES H S HEAD AT TATLOCK

OPPENHEI MER
W were together- she said she needed
me... but I told her I wouldn't see
her again. It was ne.

Kitty SLAPS ne in the face. | |ook up at her, bleary-eyed..

KITTY
You don't get to commt the sin,
then have us all feel sorry for you
that it had consequences.
(rises)
Pul | yourself together. People here
depend on you.
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I NT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTIQON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY

| vacantly preside over a shanbles- the goldfish bow is
FILLED with marbles. As is the glass tunbler... Donald,
Bai nbri dge, Feynman watch the others squabbl e-

HORNI G
Serber, I"'mnot quitting ny job
because Pl utonium s radi oacti ve!
SERBER

We can't know what it mght do to
your reproductive system Donald,
hel p nme out, here-

DONALD
You're on your own, pal

HORNI G
(to Serber)
Your reproductive systemis nore
exposed than mne. Presunably.

KI STI AKOWBKY
The i npl osi on device is nowhere.

NEDDERVEYER
You can't rush everything, Oppie.

KI STI AKOWBKY
There's rushing and there's getting
on with it- pick one, wll ya?

BETHE
Teller's not hel ping- |I've been asking
for cal culations on the inplosion
| enses for weeks-

TELLER
The British can do it- Fuchs-
FUCHS
Absol utely.
BETHE
It's your job, Teller!
TELLER
| "' m engaged i n research-
BETHE
On a Hydrogen bonb we're not even
bui | di ng!

Teller sinply wal ks away. As he passes ne-

( CONTI NUED)

150



BLUE Revision - 2-11-22 95A.
150 CONTI NUED: 150

TELLER
| won't work for that man.

BETHE
Let himgo. He's a prim donna-

( CONTI NUED)
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SERBER
| agree. He should |eave Los Al anos.

| sigh. RISE, clear and direct-

OPPENHEI MER
Ki sty, you replace Nedderneyer.
Seth, I'"mputting you on pl utonium
Lilli, go work for Kisty.
(of f | o0k)
Because he needs you.
(to Fuchs)

Fuchs, take Teller's role- you're
excl usively on the inplosion device.

| head for the door-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
And nobody is | eaving Los Al anos.

151 EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 151
Teller is held at the gate. | approach. W face off in the
"street' |ike gunslingers.

TELLER
They won't let ne | eave.
OPPENHEI MVER

| won't let you |l eave. Forget Hans,
forget fission. Stay here and
research what you want. Fusion

The Hydrogen bonb- whatever. W'l
meet to discuss-

TELLER
You don't have tinme to neet. You're
a politician now, Robert. You left
physi cs behind | ong ago.

OPPENHEI MER
Once a week. One hour, you and ne.

Tel l er considers this. Nods, turns to the GUARD-

TELLER
Now, raise that fucking barrier.
ROBB (O . S.)

So the Super was under devel opnent
on your watch at Los Al anos...
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ROBB
...yet, after the war, you tried to
deny it was viable.

OPPENHEI VER
No. | pointed out technical
difficulties with it.
ROBB
Didn't you try to kill it at the AEC
nmeeting after the Russian bonb test?
OPPENHEI VER
No.
ROBB

But that was the recommendati on the
AEC offered, was it not?

OPPENHEI MER
After hours of discussion..

| NT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT ( COLOUR)

Me, Bush, Nichols (CIVILIAN), Rabi, Ferm , Strauss and others.

Rabi

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
... about the best response.

BUSH
Truman has to do sonet hing. .

opens his conpasses w der..

RABI
An H bonmb woul d be 1,000 tines the
power of an A-bonb.

He draws a circle around Moscow. . .

RABI ( CONT' D)
The only intended target would be
the largest cities.

And a circle around St. Petersburg..

RABI ( CONT' D)
It's a weapon of nmass genoci de.

STRAUSS
Way don't you draw sonme of those
circles on this side of the map?

He points at the U S A ..

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Start here...

(gestures around then
New Yor K.

As | listen to them | hear the sound of FEET STAMPI NG. ..

FERM
It's a weapon of attack, with no
def ensi ve val ue.

STRAUSS
Det errence.

BUSH
Do we need npre deterrence than our
current arsenal of atonic bonbs?

| tense up as the STAMPI NG SOUND gets LOUDER and LOUDER. .

( CONTI NUED)
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RABI
Drown in ten feet of water or ten
t housand, what's the difference? W
can already drown Russia, and they
know it.

| NSERT CUT: DOZENS OF FEET STAMPI NG FASTER AND FASTER. .

STRAUSS
Now t hey can drown us.

... SO FAST THE FEET BREAK RHYTHM CAUSI NG CACOPHONY. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Gentl enen, | have to ask whet her
your di scussion should be nore of a
techni cal one. Robert?

| JAM ny eyes CLOSED, SHAKE OFF the inmage- the sound STOPS-

OPPENHEI MER
Teller's designs are as inpracti cal
as they were during the war.

LAWRENCE
The hydrogen bonb can be nade to
wor k, Oppie. You know that.

OPPENHEI VER
W can't commt all our resources to
t hat chance.

STRAUSS
Then how woul d you have Truman
reassure the Anerican peopl e?

OPPENHEI MER
By limting the spread of atomc
weapons through international control
of nucl ear energy.

STRAUSS
Wor|l d gover nnent ?

OPPENHEI VER
The United Nations. As Roosevelt
i nt ended.

STRAUSS
| asked what Truman should do. The
wor |l d's changed. Communi smt hreatens
our survival.

OPPENHEI VER
Lews, if we build a Hydrogen bonb,
t he Soviets woul d have no choi ce but
to build their own.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
Coul d they be working on it already?

Based on information froma spy at
Los Al anps?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER

There was no spy at Los Al anos!
BUSH

CGentlenen, let's not get sidetracked.
OPPENHEI VER

| say we use this nonment to gain
concessions fromthe Russians by
commtting that we will not build
t he Hydrogen bonb.

STRAUSS
Thereby revealing its existence.

OPPENHEI MER
Wi ch you seem convi nced they al ready
know.

BUSH
At this point 1'd like the advisory
commttee nenbers to neet in privacy
to finalize our recommendati ons.

St rauss nods. Ri ses. Much of the roomfollows suit,

STRAUSS
|"mnot sure you want to go down
this road, Robert.

OPPENHEI MER
Lewws, we're the Advisory Conmttee.
We' Il give them our advice.

Strauss shrugs. As he, Lawence and N chols | eave together,

Bor den appr oaches.

BORDEN
Dr. Oppenheiner? W1 1| iam Borden-
Joint Conmttee on atom c energy.

OPPENHEI MVER
Ch, vyes.
BORDEN
During the war, | was a pilot. One
night, flying back froma raid,
saw an amazing sight- like a neteor-

| NSERT CUT: BORDEN SPEEDS THROUGH THE NI GHT. .

BORDEN (V. Q)
A V2 rocket heading for Engl and-

A ROCKET STREAKS PAST, RI PPI NG APART THE DARK. ..

( CONTI NUED)

99.

| eavi ng.

153

154



PINK Revision - 4-10-22 100.
154 CONTI NUED: 154
BORDEN ( CONT' D)
| can't help but imagine what it
will be for such an eneny rocket to
carry an atom c war head. .
| NSERT CUT: A M SSILE Rl SES THROUGH THE CLOUDS
| hear the sound of FEET STAMPI NG ..
| NSERT CUT: DQZENS OF FEET STAMPI NG FASTER AND FASTER
| peer into the future..
| NSERT CUT: HUNDREDS OF M SSI LES RI SE THROUGH THE CLOUDS. .

| look at the map... Rabi's circles EXPAND |li ke raindrops in
a puddle. ..

OPPENHEI MER
Then let's nmake sure we're not the
ones to make that possible.

But that's not the answer Borden want ed. He | eaves. Fer m
and Bush remain. Rabi | eans over to ne.

RABI
Qppi e, you don't want to go up agai nst
St rauss.
OPPENHEI MER
| f we both speak, they listen to ne.
RABI

When you speak, they hear a prophet.
When Strauss speaks, they hear
t hensel ves.

OPPENHEI MER
They' Il listen to a prophet.

RABI
A prophet can't be wong. Not once.

SENATOR MCGEE (V. Q)
Didn't you accuse Oppenhei nmer of
sabot agi ng the devel opnent of the
Super ?

CUT TO
155 | NT. SENATE COW TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W 155
Strauss shifts uneasily in his chair.
STRAUSS

| was never one of those who bandi ed
around terns |ike 'sabotage'.

( CONTI NUED)
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SENATOR MCCGEE
But M. Borden was?

STRAUSS
As | understand it.

SENATOR MCGEE
How was M. Borden able to put together
such a detailed indictnment? He was
no | onger a governnent enpl oyee, and
yet he appears to have had unlimted
access to Dr.Oppenheiner's file.
M ght M. N chols have given him access
to the file? O soneone else at the
AEC?

STRAUSS
Feelings ran high on these issues,
but that's a very serious accusation,

Senat or .
CUT TO
EXT. LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR) 156
RAIN. | ride ny horse through the outskirts. Spot a FLIER

stapled to a tel egraph pole, ink running: THE | MPACT OF THE
GADGET ON Cl VI LI ZATI ON - DI SCUSSI ON, BLDG T31 SUNDAY, 11AM

I NT. CYCLOTRON BUI LDI NG LOS ALAMOS - DAY 157

| enter to find 40 scientists neeting. Hornig is speaking.

HORNI G
CGermany' s about to surrender, the
Japanese are losing. 1It's no |onger

the eneny who are the greatest threat
to mankind- it's us. Qur work.

Heads turn as they notice ne.

OPPENHEI VER
Htler's dead. But the Japanese
fight on.

The audi ence is now turned ny way. ..

HORNI G
Their defeat seens assured.

OPPENHEI MER
Not if you're a GI. preparing to
i nvade Japan. W can end this war.

MORRI SON

How can we justify using this weapon
on human bei ngs?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
We're theorists- we can imgine a
future, and our inmaginings horrify
us. But they won't fear it until
t hey understand it, and they won't
understand it until they've used it.
Wen the world | earns the terrible
secret of Los Alanpbs our work will
ensure a peace manki nd has never
seen. A peace based on the kind of
i nternational cooperation that
Roosevel t al ways envi saged.

Sonme of the scientists nod. Scattered appl ause. .
| NSERT CUT: THE GOLDFI SH BOAL | S FULL OF MARBLES. .
EXT. LOS ALAMOS - DAY

| wal k down the main drag with G oves.

OPPENHEI MER
Pr ogr ess.

GROVES
Two years and a billion dollars worth?

OPPENHEI MER
Hard to put a price on it.

GROVES
Not really. Just add up the bills.
(poi nts)
"Rural Free Delivery'... 80 babies
delivered the first year. This year
they've had ten a nonth

OPPENHEI VER
Birth control's a little out of ny
jurisdiction, Ceneral.

Groves watches Kitty approach- she's HEAVI LY PREGNANT

GROVES
Clearly.

EXT. CANYON, LOS ALAMCS - DAY

An | MPLOSI ON DEVI CE ROCKS t he Canyon. Groves, Fuchs and |
rai se our heads- Kistiakowsky and Hornig rush to the device-

Kl STI AKOABKY
That's the one!

put ny PIPE on the wall as we CLI MB out of the bunker..

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
Two vi abl e bonbs. | need a date.
OPPENHEI MVER
Sept enber -
GROVES
Jul y-

Ki sti akowsky waves a trail of ticker tape-

KI STI AKOWBKY
That's the sweet spot, gentl enen!

OPPENHEI MER
August .

GROVES
Jul y-

OPPENHEI MER

A test in July.
Fuchs hands ne ny pipe. | dust it off...

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
But | need ny brother.
(of f | oo0k)
Frank knows the desert. He left
politics behind- he's been working
for Lawence for two years.

| NSERT CUT: FLYI NG OVER DESERT TO FI ND FRANK STANDI NG BY A
JEEP WTH AN ARWMY OFFI CER

GROVES
VWhat do we call the test?
OPPENHEI MVER
(t hi nki ng)
"Batter ny heart, three-person'd
god’
GROVES
What ?
OPPENHEI MVER
Trinity.

| NSERT CUT: A STEEL TOWNER IS RAI SED | N THE DESERT. . .
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ROBB
So you insisted on bringing on your
brot her, Frank, a known Communi st -

OPPENHEI MVER
For mer Conmmuni st -

ROBB
You brought a known fornmer Comruni st
onto Anmerica's nost secret and
i nportant defense project?

OPPENHEI MER
| knew ny brother could be trusted
absol utely.

ROBB
And you feel your judgenent was sound
on who on the team could be trusted?

Kl STI AKONBKY (O S.)
Fuchs! Head down!

EXT. BERM - DAY 161

Behind a berm Goves, Fuchs, Frank and | watch Kistiakowsky
and Hornig arma detonator. Fuchs shuffles | ower.

KI STI AKOWBKY
Everybody ready...?

Ki stiakowsky triggers A VAST EXPLOSI ON, SPLI NTERI NG THE
TONER, SENDI NG A MASSI VE PLUVE CF FIRE INTO THE AIR .. the
SHOCK WAVE throws DEBRIS onto nme and G oves...

GROVES
| hope you | earned sonet hi ng.

FRANK
W | earned we're gonna need to be a
[ ot further away...

GROVES
Well, figure it out. Fast.
(to ne)
W | eave for Washi ngton tonorrow,
and we're going to give them a date.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY, WASHI NGTON DC - DAY 162
| wal k across the | obby- sonmeone GRABS ny arm Szilard, with

the Scientist with dasses in tow. | glance out the w ndow,
where Groves is getting into a car, waiting for ne...

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
You're a long way from Chi cago, Leo.

SZ1 LARD
If we don't act now, they're going
to use this thing against Japan. W
booked a neeting with Truman, but
sonebody killed it. You' re neeting
the Secretary of War-

OPPENHEI MER
Just because we're building it doesn't
mean we get to decide howit's used.

SZI LARD
Hi story will judge us, Robert. In
Chi cago we put together a petition-

@ asses holds out a paper- | PUSH it back- d asses FLI NCHES-

OPPENHEI MER
|"mnot getting into that. Tell ne
your concerns and |I'll relay them
SZI LARD

My concerns?! Gernmany's def eated,
Japan's not going to hold out alone-

OPPENHEI MER
How woul d you know? You got us into
this, you and Einstein, with your
letter to Roosevelt saying we could

build a bonb-
SZ1 LARD
Agai nst Ger many.
OPPENHEI MVER

That's not how weapons nanuf acture
wor ks, Szilard.

SZI LARD

Qppi e, you have to help.
OPPENHEI MER

Ferm's in the neeting. And Law ence-
SZI LARD

They're not you. You're the great
sal esman of science- you can convi nce
anyone of anything. Even yourself.
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| sit on a couch next to Ferm - Lawence, G oves and Bush in
chairs. Secretary of War STIMSON presides. Mlitary,
Scientists and Oficials are scattered through the room

STI MSON
The firestormin Tokyo killed 100
t housand people. Mostly civilians.
| worry about an Anmerica where we do
t hese things and no one protests.

MARSHAL L
Pear| Harbor and three years of brutal
conflict in the Pacific buys a | ot
of latitude with the American public.

STI MSON
Enough to unl eash the atom c bonb?

FERM
In truth, the A-bonb m ght not cause
as nmuch danmage as the Tokyo bonbi ngs.

STI MSON
VWhat are we estimating?

BUSH
In a mediumsized city, 20 or 30
t housand dead.

OPPENHEI MER
Don't underestimate the psychol ogi cal
i npact of an atomc explosion... a

pillar of fire 10 thousand feet tall,
deadly neutron effects for a mle in
all directions... from One. Single.
Device. Dropped froma barely noticed
B-29... the atomc bonmb will be a
terrible revelation of divine power.

Groves carefully nmonitors ny effect on the room.

MARSHAL L
If that's true it would be definitive.
Wrld War Il would be over. CQur
boys woul d come hone.

STI MSON
This could end the war.

OPPENHEI MER
This could end all war. If we retain
nor al advant age.

( CONTI NUED)
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Groves registers the pivot..

A politici

STI VSON
How so?
OPPENHEI MER
| f we use this weapon without
informng our allies, they'll see it
as a threat and we'll be in an arns
race.
MARSHAL L
How open can we be with the Soviets?
BUSH

Secrecy won't stop the Soviets
becom ng part of the atom c world.

an, BYRNES, clears his throat politely-

BYRNES
W' ve been told they have no Urani um

BUSH
You' ve been m sinforned. A Russian
bonb is a matter of tine.

LAVRENCE
To stay ahead, our programhas to
continue at full pace after the war.

OPPENHEI MER
Secretary Stinmson, if | may. Not
all the scientists on the project

agree. In fact, this mght be a
nmonment to consi der other opinions-
GROVES

The Manhattan Project's been pl agued
fromthe start by certain scientists
of doubtful discretion and uncertain
loyalty. One of themjust tried to
get a neeting with the President.

| say nothing. Goves |ooks directly at ne.

GROVES ( CONT' D)
We need them for now, but as soon as
is practical, we should sever any
such scientists fromthe program
Whul dn't you agree, Doctor?

| nmeet Groves' gaze. Stay silent... Nod.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARSHAL L
| f a Russian bonb is inevitable,
per haps we should invite their top
scientists to Trinity.

BYRNES
Presi dent Truman has no intention of
rai sing expectations that Stalin be
included in the atom c project.

STI MSON
I nform ng hi mof our breakthrough,
and presenting it as the neans to
wi n the war need not nake unkeepabl e
prom ses. But the Potsdam peace
conference in July is the |last chance
for Truman to have that conversation
Can you give us a working bonb by
t hen?

GROVES
Absolutely. W'Il test fire before
t he conference.

STI MSON
And Japan?
OPPENHEI MER
If the test works you'll have two
bonmbs for August.
STI MSON
Mlitary targets?
OPPENHEI MER
There aren't any bi g enough.
CONANT

Perhaps a vital war plant, with
wor kers housed near by.

FERM
Could we issue a warning? To reduce
civilian casualties.

Al R FORCE OFFI CER
They' d send up everything they have
against us, and 1'd be in that plane.

BUSH
If we announce it and it fails to go
of f we'd scupper any chance of
Japanese surrender.

( CONTI NUED)



VH TE Revision - 1-3-22 109.

163  CONTI NUED: (3) 163

LAWRENCE
Is there no way to denonstrate the
bonb to Japan to provoke surrender?

GROVES
W intend to denonstrate it in the
nmost unanbi guous terns. Tw ce.
Once to show the weapon's power. A
second to show that we can keep going
until they surrender.

STI MSON
We have a list of 12 cities to choose
from Sorry, 11, |'ve taken Kyoto

off the list because of its cul tural
significance to the Japanese peopl e.

Stinson senses the unease in the room.

STI MSON ( CONT' D)
Let nme make this sinple for you,
gentl emen. The Japanese will not
surrender short of a successful
i nvasi on of the honme islands. Many
lives, Anmerican and Japanese, will
be lost in that invasion. The use
of the atom c bonb agai nst Japanese
cities wll save lives.

164 EXT. BASE OF STEEL TONER, TRINITY SITE - DAY 164
Frank shows Groves and ne the site plan..

FRANK
Ground zero. (Observation posts at
10, 000 yards north south and west.

OPPENHEI MER
Where do we trigger fronf

FRANK
Sout h 10,000. Base canmp is 10 mles
south, here. And a further
observation point on this hill 20
mles away.

| point to a crew digging a trench fromthe base of the tower.

OPPENHEI MER
What's that? The trigger |ines went
in already.

FRANK

The air force requested a |ine of
lights for their B-29.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI VER
VWhat B-29? Qur bonb's on the tower.

FRANK
They want to use the test to confirm
t he safe operating distance.

GROVES
Ri sky.

FRANK
Not as risky as droppi ng one over
Japan and hopi ng we were right about
t he bl ast radi us.

OPPENHEI MER
Don't let them sl ow us down- we're
firing on the 15th.

FRANK
The 15th?! That's not-

Frank sees ny expression-

FRANK ( CONT' D)
The 15t h.

| NT. T-SECTION, LECTURE HALL, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
| show the plan to the division heads.

OPPENHEI MVER
"1l be at the South observation
point wth Frank and Ki sti akowsky.
You'll all be assigned to base canp,
far observation, or west observation.

I NSERT CUT: | ENTER A TENT AT THE BASE OF THE TONER- THE
SI LVER SPHERE OF THE BOMB | S SURROUNDED BY THE TEAM ..

BETHE
Are those safe di stances?

OPPENHEI MER
They' re based on your cal cul ati ons.

RABI
Tinme to stand behi nd your science,
Hans. Literally.
| NSERT CUT: THE BOMB |'S HO STED UP | NTO THE TOAER. . .

TELLER
VWhat about the radiation cloud?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
Wthout high winds it should settle
within two to three mles. Evacuation
measures wll be in place, but we
need good weat her for visibility so
it should be fine. W go on the
ni ght of the fifteenth.

The team exchange | ooks-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
That's a hard deadline, so if anyone
has anything... speak now.

BETHE
We need a final inplosion test.

Kl STI AKOABKY
Coul dn't hurt.

OPPENHEI MER
Do it. 1Is there anything el se that
m ght stop us?

A THUNDER CLAP t akes us i nto-
EXT. OPPENHElI MER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY

White sheets FLAP CRAZILY in the wind... through the w ndow
we see Kitty put her drink down reluctantly. She conmes out
to grab a sheet that has come | oose fromthe line... notices
a JEEP idling at the gate, ARMED GUARDS patiently waiting..

| emerge carrying an overnight bag. Kitty, one hand on the
washing line, turns to | ook at ne, curious.

KITTY
It's happening, isn't it?

| watch the sheets flapping. dance at the Cuards..

OPPENHEI MVER
"Il send a message. |If it's gone
our way... 'Take in the sheets'.

She nods. | head towards the waiting jeep.

KITTY
Robert ?

| turn, looking at Kitty anongst the FLAPPI NG SHEETS. .

KITTY (CONT' D)
Break a | eg.
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EXT. CANYON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
A BANG as the final inplosion test goes off... Kistiakowsky
and Fuchs raise their heads... Kistiakowsky shows Fuchs the
tape, grave.
EXT. STEEL TONER, TRINITY TEST SITE - EVEN NG
| watch the | ast TECHNI Cl AN cone down. | nod at the man,

then starts ny |

onely clinb...

| stare at the silver sphere of the first atomc bonb, its
wi th detonators, WRES DRAPED across it |ike

surface STUDDED

spaghetti. Thunder RUMBLES. | watch the approaching storm..
EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE -

EVENI NG

Arny tents. A WNDM LL SPINS FURI QUSLY. .

| NT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE -

Ferm noves through the team

FERM

EVENI NG

taki ng bets. ..

Qppi e's taken a very nodest 3

kil otons. ..

Rabi pulls out sonme bills-

20.

20 thousand tons of TNIT..

RABI

FERM

Teller's in for 45...

and does

anyone want the side action on total
at nospheric ignition?

The Scientists groan and | augh.

"what the hel |l ?'

Are you saying we'll

Sol diers | ook at each ot her

Groves corners the arny WEATHERVAN

GROVES

VWEATHERVAN

have to del ay?

|"msaying it would be prudent.

Has t hi s weat her

OPPENHEI MER

The Weat herman gets on his radio.

Oppi e-

The phone rings-

Kl STI AKONBKY

reached the site?

Ki sti akowsky BURSTS i n-

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl STI AKONBKY ( CONT' D)
Bethe's calling you to tell you the
i npl osi on test failed, but-

| have the phone to ny ear-

| study Ki

THUNDER

OPPENHEI VER
Hans. Yes, he's here. Yes.
(I hang up)
| s he wong?
KI STI AKOWBKY
No.
OPPENHEI VER
So we're about to fire a dud?
KI STI AKOWBKY
No.
GROVES
Expl ai n.
KI STI AKOWBKY
| can't. | just know the inplosion
| enses wll work.
OPPENHEI MVER

If we fire those detonators and they

don't trigger the reaction, tw years

worth of plutoniumw || be scattered
across white sands.
Kl STI AKONBKY

(hol ds out his hand)
A nonth of ny salary against ten
bucks says it lights.

stiakowsky. Take the bet.

VEATHERVAN
The wi nd's picking up at Zero, not
the rain. Lightning circling.

Rabi calls over-

RABI
Hey, Weat herman, you think it m ght
be time to get your nmen away from
the steel tower with the atom c bonb
prinmed to detonate via electrica
char ge?

The Weat herman | aughs. Then GRABS t he radi o-

( CONTI NUED)
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VWEATHERVAN
Pull '"em out.
OPPENHEI MVER
(to Groves)
Let's get to South Qobservation
Make our determ nation there.
EXT. STEEL TONER, TRINITY TEST SITE - N GHT
The |l ast trucks drive away, |ightning on the horizon.
bonb sits there, inpervious to peals of DRY THUNDER. .
EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SI TE -

G oves,

t he Weat herman and |

OPPENHEI MER
The team hasn't slept for two nights.
We stand down, nmake the bonb safe,
it's weeks before we get back here.

GROVES
Then we m ss Pot sdam
(checks wat ch)
| need to get word to Truman by seven.
(to the Weat her man)
Qur window s closing. Wiat's it doi ng?

WEATHERVAN
Rai ni ng. Blow ng. Lightning.

GROVES
For how | ong, dammt!

WEATHERVAN
It's hol ding strong.

OPPENHEI MER
[t'I|] break before dawn.

GROVES
How coul d you know t hat ?

OPPENHEI VER
| know this desert. The air cools
overnight. Just before dawn, the
st or m br eaks.

WEATHERNVAN
He could be right. But schedule it
as | ate as possible.

OPPENHEI MVER
Five thirty?

( CONTI NUED)
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Groves considers this. Turns to the Wat her man

GROVES
Sign your forecast. |If you' re wong,
"Il hang you.
173 | NT. BUNKER, SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST - N GHT 173

Groves and ne, alone. Rain pelting down outside.

GROVES
Three years. Four thousand peopl e.
Two billion dollars. If it doesn't
go off we're both finished.
OPPENHEI VER

| put ny noney on 3 kilotons. Any
| ess, they won't get what it is.

GROVES
What did Ferm nean by 'atnospheric
ignition'?

OPPENHEI MVER

W had a nonent where it | ooked |ike
the chain reaction froman atomc
device m ght never stop. Setting
fire to the atnosphere.

GROVES
Wy's Ferm still taking side bets
on it?

OPPENHEI MVER
Call it gallows hunor.

Groves takes this in. Pi cks the scab-

GROVES
Are we saying there's a chance that
when we push that button... we destroy
t he worl d?

OPPENHEI MER

Not hing in our research over the

| ast three years supports that

concl usi on except as the nost renote
possibility.

GROVES
How r enot e?

OPPENHEI VER
The chances are near zero.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 173

GROVES
Near zero?

OPPENHEI MER

(smling)
What do you want fromtheory al one?

GROVES
Zero woul d be nice.

| check ny watch

OPPENHEI MVER
Well, in an hour and fifty-eight
m nutes, we'll know.
| listen-
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
It's letting up...
EXT. TRINITY SITE - N GHT 174

Searchlights settle on the gleam ng steel tower. A line of
lights | eading fromthe the bl ackness of the nighttinme desert
to the tower cones on...

EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 175

Groves and | cone out into gentle rain. The wind has fallen
off. Frank cones up to neet us.

FRANK
The arm ng party's |left Zero, heading
this way, throw ng the switches...
(to the Sol diers)
Turn the cars, ready for energency
evacuati on. ..

EXT. SCQUTH 1500 POST - NI GHT 176

Ki stiakowsky and mlitary personal, including BAl NBRI DGE
get out of a truck. Kistiakowsky THROAS a SWTCH on the
ground. ..

EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 177

Rabi, Ferm and Bethe cone outside. A SOLD ER hands t hem
WELDER S GLASS. .

EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - N GHT 178

Ki sti akowsky and Bai nbri dge get out of the truck and enter
t he bunker.
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179 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 179

Bai nbridge pulls out a key. UNLOCKS the arm ng sw tches.
Ki sti akowsky nods, Bai nbridge THROAS5 THE SW TCHES.

BAI NBRI DGE
Twenty m nutes.
180 EXT. TRINITY SITE - CONTI NUOUS 180
A SI GNAL ROCKET flares up into the air..
181 EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 181

Rabi, Ferm and the others watch the rocket go up-

FERM
Twenty m nut es!

182 EXT. H LL TOP DI STANT OBSERVATI ON PO NT - CONTI NUQUS 182

A group of scientists, including Teller, Feynman and Law ence
wat ch the di stant rocket sputter..

FEYNVAN
That's twenty!

DARK GLASSES are handed out. Feynman refuses, junping up
into the cab of a truck-

SOLDI ER
Hey, Feynman-

Feynman TAPS t he wi ndshi el d-

FEYNVAN
The gl ass stops the U V.

Teller, in dark gl asses, is APPLYI NG SUNSCREEN at ni ght -

TELLER
But what stops the gl ass?

Feynman | ooks at Teller. Looks at the glass, shakes his
head, grinning...

183 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 183
Groves noves to ne-
GROVES
| " m headi ng to base canp. Best of
| uck.

G oves shakes ny hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 183

GROVES ( CONT' D)
Try not to blow up the world.

| NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINI TY TEST SITE - MOMENTS 184
LATER
| watch Bainbridge take his place at the KILL SW TCH.

OPPENHEI MER

Watch that needle. [|f the detonators
don't charge, or if the voltage dips
bel ow 1 volt, you abort.

Bai nbri dge nods, watching the neter of the X-unit like a
hawk. A nervous hawk.

EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 185
A | oudspeaker broadcasts the countdown-

LOUDSPEAKER
Two mnutes to detonation..

The two mi nute rocket goes up-

ARMY CAPTAI N
Ever ybody down!

The observers lie on the ground, facing away fromthe site.

ARMY CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
Do not turn around until you see
light reflected on the hills. Then
| ook at the expl osion only through
the wel der's gl ass. ..

L OUDSPEAKER
Ni nety seconds. .

EXT. DI STANT OBSERVATI ON PO NT - CONTI NUOUS 186
Feynman TUNES the radio into the countdown rel ay-

RADI O
Si xty seconds..

Lawrence junps in next to Feynman. The scientists peer into

t he distance through the windshield... Teller, pale with
sunscreen, adjusts his dark gl asses..

| NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 187

Bai nbri dge PEERS at the X-unit... Frank and | peer at the
tower... The electronic counter STARTS: 45, 44, 43, 42..

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
These things are hard on your heart.

L OUDSPEAKER
Thirty seconds...

FOUR RED LI GHTS flicker on-

188 EXT. STEEL TONER, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 188
The bonmb WAKES, detonators on its surface HUW NG . .

189 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 189
The NEEDLE on the X-unit SHOOTS to the right-

BAI NBRI DGE
Det onat or s char ged!

| pull on a pair of WELDER S GOGGLES. .

190 EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 190
Rabi lifts his head to peek around, welder's glass over his
eyes... G oves shakes hands with Bush..

L OQUDSPEAKER
...eighteen, seventeen..
191 EXT. DI STANT OBSERVATI ON PO NT - CONTI NUQUS 191

Feynman peers through the windshield. Teller studies the
hori zon. ..

RADI O
...twelve, eleven...

192 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 192

A GONG sounds at T-m nus 10- Bai nbridge peers at the needle,
whi ch BOBBLES- his hand FLI NCHES- the needl e settles..

L OQUDSPEAKER
Ten, nine, eight...

Frank and | peer through the holes in the concrete..

LOUDSPEAKER ( CONT' D)
...seven, six, five...

Ki sti akowsky SCRAMBLES out of the bunker-
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193 EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 193

-and up onto the enmbanknent, eyes |ocked on the tiny gl ow of
the distant tower..

LOUDSPEAKER
...four, three..

194 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 194
| stare straight ahead..

L OUDSPEAKER
...two, one...

Bai nbri dge wat ches the needl e as the counter goes down to-

LOUDSPEAKER ( CONT" D)
... 2Z€ero.

My breath stops- an agoni zing instant before-
SI LENT LI GHT. FULL BRI GHT NOON SUNNY DAY LI GHT.
195 EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS 195

Rabi sees SUDDEN DAYTI ME- turns to the LIGHT, peers through
the wel der's glass at BLINDI NG SI LENT WHI TE. .

196 EXT. DI STANT OBSERVATI ON PO NT - CONTI NUOUS 196

Lawr ence is stepping out of the car as Feynman SHUTS his
eyes agai nst | NSTANT DAYLI GHT... a HUSHED | NTAKE OF BREATH
fromthe crowd of sungl asses-clad di stant observers..

197 | NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS 197

Al we can hear is ny TREMJLOUS BREATHI NG as the LI GHT becones
| ess BLINDING resolving into a FIRE BALL, BRI GHT AS THE

SUN, BUT G ANT... | YANK off ny goggles... watch the RO LI NG
PLASMA becone nore visible in its HELLI SH CONTORTI ONS. .
CLIMBING into the sky like the DEVIL'S CLAW. .

My PUPI LS are PI NPRI CKS-
OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
Now | am becone death, destroyer of
wor | ds. . .
And then- CRACKI! .. .ttt . rrrb o rreer o
| amhit by the WND and DUST of the SHOCK WAVE-
THE THUNDER OF A THOUSAND STORMS ROLLS OVER, DEAFENI NG
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EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINI TY TEST SITE - CONTI NUOUS
Ki stiakowsky is BLOAWN OFF HI S FEET. ..
| NT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTI NUCUS

Wth the wave of DARK THUNDER, TERRI BLE BEAUTY G VES WAY TO
FEAR. .. | TREMBLE as | watch the glowing cloud clinmb to its
full height, its inner fire dimnmng to a HELLI SH SCARLET. . .
DUST CLOUD RI SI NG CRACKLI NG W TH PURPLI SH ENERGY. .

As the sound di m nishes to a RUMBLE and ni ght REGAINS t he
desert floor Frank turns to ne-

FRANK

(qui et)
It worked.

| nod, awe-struck..
EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS

Startled murnurs, then a few claps... then CRAZY, CHEERI NG
CLAPPI NG, DANCING .. in the mddle of it all Rabi tries to
under st and what just happened. .

EXT. DI STANT OBSERVATI ON PO NT - CONTI NUOUS

ECSTATI C CHEERI NG. .. even Teller SMLES... Feynman pulls out
some BONGOS and hops onto the hood of the truck... people
DANCE to his PAGAN RHYTHM as t he dawn CREEPS I N. .

EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATI ON POST, TRINITY TEST SI TE - CONTI NUOUS

Ki stiakowsky GRABS ne in a big HUG steps back- hol di ng out
his hand for paynent. | pull out ny wallet, frown- there's
nothing init-

OPPENHEI MER
" mgood for it.

Ki stiakowsky GRI NS-

KI STI AKOABKY
Yes, you are! Yes, you are!

EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINI TY TEST SITE - MOVENTS LATER

Rabi, still amdst the celebration, watches a car pull up.

| get out, walking |ike GARY FUCKI NG COOPER- the crowd spots
nme... goes NUTS...

G oves turns to an Al DE-

( CONTI NUED)
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GROVES
Get nme Potsdam Right away.

| nod at G oves, nove through the sea of congratulations to
find Serber...

OPPENHEI MVER
Get a nessage to Kitty...

Serber's face falls, perturbed-

SERBER
We can't say anyt hing-
OPPENHEI MVER
Just tell her to bring in the sheets.
Serber grins. | spot Goves on a FlI ELD TELEPHONE- then am
HO STED ONTO JOYFUL SHOULDERS. . .
204 | NT. OPPENHEI MER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 204

Kitty wangles the kitchen phone while she feeds our baby
daught er and young son-

KITTY
Sorry. Yes, Charlotte, go ahead.

CHARLOTTE (over phone)
Vell, I don't know, he just said to
tell you to bring in the sheets.

Kitty freezes, letting the phone cone off her ear..

CHARLOTTE (over phone) (CONT' D)
Kitty? Kitty?

Kitty smles, tears formng. It is done. FADE QOUT.

FADE | N:
205 EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 205
| watch CRATES hoi sted on trucks by the arny...
OPPENHEI MER (V. Q)
They musn't drop it through cl oud
cover -
206 | NT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 206

| amtalking to the AIR FORCE OFFI CER who is supervising the
crating of equipnent-

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
| f they detonate it too high in the
air, the blast won't be as powerful -

Al R FORCE OFFI CER
Wth respect, Dr.Qppenheiner. W'l
take it from here.
| lose sight of the bonb as THE CRATE | S CLOSED
EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY

Groves appears at ny side, watching the | oading..

OPPENHEI MER
Did Truman brief Stalin at Potsdanf
GROVES

"Brief' would be an overstatenent.

He referred to a powerful new weapon,
Stalin said he hoped we'd nmake good
use of it agai nst Japan.

OPPENHEI MVER
That's it?

GROVES
Robert, we've given them an ace.
It's for themto play the hand.

Frustrated, | drop nmy cigarette and GCRIND it out -

OPPENHEI MVER

You're aimng for the 6th?
GROVES

That's up to the C O in the Pacific
OPPENHEI MVER

Should I come with you to Washi ngton?
GROVES

What for?
OPPENHEI MVER

Well... you'll keep ne inforned?

G oves turns to | eave-

GROVES

O course.
(1 ooks back)
As best | can.

( CONTI NUED)

206

207



207

208

VH TE Revision - 1-3-

CONTI NUED:

| watch Groves | eave,
TELLER. He crosses,

22 124.

uneasy. A truck pulls out, REVEALING
wat chi ng the | oaded truck nove away. ..

TELLER

Wbul d t he Japanese surrender if they
knew what was com ng?

OPPENHEI MER

| don't know

TELLER

Have you seen Szilard's petition?

OPPENHEI MER

Yeah. What the hell does Szilard

know about

t he Japanese?

(I look at Teller)

You' re not

signing it?

TELLER

A | ot of peopl e have.

OPPENHEI MER

Edward, the fact that we built this

bonb doesn'
or responsi

t give us any nore right
bility to decide howit's

used than anyone el se.

TELLER

But we're the only peopl e who know

about it.

OPPENHEI MER

|'"ve told Stinmson the various opinions
of the comunity.

TELLER

But what's your opinion?

| watch another truck pull out...

OPPENHEI MER

Once it's used, nuclear war, maybe
all war, becones unt hi nkabl e.

TELLER

Until somebody builds a bigger bonb.
| NT. OPPENHEI MER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - NI GHT

Kitty comes downstairs to find ne sitting at the kitchen
table. The phone in front of ne.

OPPENHEI MER

| thought they would call.

( CONTI NUED)
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KITTY
It's only the fifth.
OPPENHEI MER
In Japan it's the sixth
209 | NT. OPPENHEI MER S OFFI CE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 209

| pace ny office, agitated.

OPPENHEI MVER
Charlotte? Try G oves again.

CHARLOTTE (O S.)
Truman's on t he Radi o-!

| BOLT into-
210 | NT. FOYER, OPPENHEI MER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS 210
Charlotte is patching the P. A to the Radio-
TRUMAN (over radi o)
... 16 hours ago an Anerican airplane
dr opped one bonb on Hi roshi ma and
destroyed its usefulness to the
eneny. ..
211 I NT. OFFI CE, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 211
Frank is doi ng paperwork when the P. A. VWH STLES-
TRUMAN (over P.A.)
That bonb had nore power than 20, 000
tons of TNT...
212 I NT. CORRI DOR, T-SECTIQON, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS 212
As Frank emerges, others DRIFT into the corridor, shocked..

TRUMAN (over P.A.)

It is an atomnm ¢ bonb. It is a
har nessi ng of the basic power of the
uni ver se. ..

He hears BANG NG and CHEERI NG through the w ndow SOLDI ERS
BEAT on trash can lids. Frank and the Scientists try
uncertain smles and handshakes. .
213 | NT. OPPENHEI MER S OFFI CE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 213

| listen to the radio-

( CONTI NUED)
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TRUMAN (over radi0)
The force fromwhich the sun draws
its power has been | oosed agai nst
t hose who brought war to the Far
East. ..

CHARLOTTE (O . S.)
G oves on one!

| white-knuckle the phone..

GROVES (over phone)
" mvery proud of you and all of
your peopl e.

OPPENHEI MER
It went alright?

GROVES (over phone)
Apparently it went with a trenendous

bang.
OPPENHEI MER
Everybody here is feeling reasonably
good about it. It's been a |long
r oad.

GROVES (over phone)
| think one of the w sest things I
ever did was when | selected the
director of Los Al anps.

| gently put down the phone..

TRUMAN (over radio0)
We have spent 2 billion dollars..

EXT. LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUQUS
| walk in a relieved daze..
TRUMAN (over radio0)
...on the greatest scientific ganble
in history and won.
Horns HONK, soldiers CHEER .. people WAVE... |

I NT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - NI GHT

126.
213

214

nod back. ..

215

A restless, excitable CROND is packed into the bl eachers,

like a H GH SCHOOL PEP RALLY. .
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216 I NT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS 216

Kitty reaches forward and adjusts ny tie. W hear the sound
of DOZENS OF FEET STAMPI NG RHYTHM CALLY. .

217 | NT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS 217
The inpatient crowd is STAMPI NG I N UNI SON. .

218 | NT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUQUS 218
Kitty nods at ne, | take a breath and PUSH t hr ough the door-

219 | NT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS 219

As | wal k past the rear bleachers | get a close view of DOZENS
OF FEET STAMPING I N UNI SON... the STAMPI NG FEET CGET FASTER
as | approach the stage..

The STAMPI NG GRON5 OPPRESSI VE- FASTER and FASTER until RHYTHM
BREAKS, causi ng CACOPHONY whi ch PEAKS as | step up..

| raise ny hands in a theatrically victorious gesture- the
crowd CHEERS. ..

OPPENHEI MER
The world will renenber this day.

LOUDER CHEERI NG. . .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
It's too early to determ ne what the
results of the bombing are..

Though the crowd is still CHEERI NG their sound D M N SHES. .

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
But |'m sure the Japanese didn't

like it-
CHEERS. CHEERS. CHEERS. BUT NO SOUND. As | | ook out at
the EXCI TED FACES | can hear my own BREATHING .. | carry on-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
" m proud of what you acconplished..

The crowd seens to go NUTS, but all we hear is the QU ET
CREAKI NG OF SEATS and SHUFFLE OF FEET as they REACT, HANDS
SI LENTLY CLAPPI NG MOUTHS SI LENTLY JAWNG .. | try again-

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)

| just wwsh we'd had it in tinme to
use agai nst the Germans..
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The CHEERI NG AND CLAPPI NG PEOPLE GET TO THEIR FEET in
MORTI FYI NG SI LENCE. . .

| stare at them straining to hear sonething, then-

Pl ERCI NG SCREAMS not cheers, as | NSTANT DAYLI GHT POURS | N
THE W NDOW5- BRI GHTER AND BRI GHTER-

My eyes are pinpricks as | see CHEERI NG SCREAM NG MOUTHS
STRETCHED GROTESQUELY W DE-

CRACKI I, .t orrrr oot 0 THE THUNDER OF A THOUSAND
STORMS ROLLS OVER, DEAFENI NG

| see FLESH RI PPED FROM THE SM LI NG YOUNG FACES... | see
PLASMA RO LI NG and the DEVIL'S CLAWreach into the night
sky... | see piles of ASHES where the young crowd was
cheering. ..

| NT. SAME - LATER

| DRIFT through a SILENT, KINETIC VWH RLW ND OF CELEBRATI ON,
CLAPPED on the back, Kl SSED... NODDI NG and HOLLOW SM LES. ..

| see a YOUNG WOMAN LAUGHI NG .. | STEP on sonet hing, | ook
down to see ny foot inside a CHARRED CORPSE. .. | | ook up,

SHAKI NG OFF THE I MAGE... | see young peopl e MAKI NG QUT under
the bl eachers, a hand up a sweater... | see the Young Wnman

agai n but NOW SHE JUST CRIES AND CRIES AND CRIES. . .
| NT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LGOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUCUS

DRI FTING through... | see a young man sitting, back to the
wal |, WEEPING a woman trying to console him..

EXT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTI NUOUS

As | exit, REVELERS RUN PAST, JOYFUL... turning, | see a
Young Physicist at the wall, bent double...

As | pass, he | ooks up, DI STRAUGHT, VOM T AROUND H S MOUTH.
FADE TO BLACK.

| NT. LOBBY, OVAL OFFI CE, THE WH TE HOUSE - DAY

Relief. Gentle formality. | look at the coffee table: Tine

Magazi ne- nme on the cover 'FATHER OF THE ATOM C BOWB' .

FEMALE VO CE (O S.)
Dr . Oppenhei ner ?

An AIDE on softly clicking heels, points at the nagazi ne.

Al DE
Ni ce picture.

( CONTI NUED)
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| ook up at her. Bl ank.

Al DE ( CONT' D)
President Truman will see you now.

224 I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS 224

Truman cones from behind his desk to shake ny hand-

TRUVAN
Dr. Oppenheiner, it's an honor.
OPPENHEI MER
M. President. Secretary Byrnes.
Byrnes nods, sits. | take a seat. Truman |leans on the desk.
TRUVAN

How s it feel to be the nost fanpbus
man in the worl d?

| can't think of an answer.

TRUVAN ( CONT' D)
You hel ped save a | ot of Anerican
lives. Wiat we did at H roshi ma was-

OPPENHEI MER
And Nagasaki .

TRUVAN
VWhat ?

OPPENHEI MER
Hi roshi ma and Nagasaki .

TRUVAN
Qovi ously. Your invention |et us
bring our boys honme. Your country
owes you a great debt.

OPPENHEI MER
It was hardly my invention.

TRUVAN
It's you on the cover of Tine.
(i ndi cat es Byrnes)
Jimhere tells ne you' re concerned
about an arns race with the Soviets.

OPPENHEI MER
Well, it's that... nowis our chance
to secure international cooperation
on atom c energy, and |I'm concer ned-
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TRUVAN
You know when the Soviets are gonna
have a bonb?

OPPENHEI MER
|"mnot sure | could give a-
TRUVAN

Never.
| ook at the President, incredul ous..

OPPENHEI MER
M . President, the Russians have good
physi ci sts and abundant resources-

TRUVAN
Abundant? | don't think so.
OPPENHEI MER

They' Il put everything they have...
| taper off.

TRUVAN
| hear you're |eaving Los Al anos.
What should we do with it?

OPPENHEI MER
Gve it back to the Indians.

Truman | aughs. But |I'mnot joking. Truman |ooks to Byrnes
for hel p.

BYRNES
Doct or Oppenheiner, if what you say
about the Soviets is true, we have
to build up Los Al anpbs, not shut it
down.

| WRI NG ny hands, deeply unconfortable..

OPPENHEI MER
M.President, | feel that | have
bl ood on ny hands.

Truman | ooks at me differently. Pulls the crisp white
handkerchief from his breast pocket and offers it-

TRUVAN
You think anyone in H roshim or
Nagasaki gives a shit who built the
bonmb? They care who dropped it. |
did. Hroshima isn't about you.
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Truman gestures to Byrnes, they both RISE. | get to ny feet.
Ankward. As | |eave | hear-

TRUMAN ( CONT' D)
Don't let that cry-baby back in here.

The door of the Oval O fice CLOSES on ne..

STRAUSS (V. Q)
Robert saw that hand-w i ngi ng got
hi m nowhere. . .

I NT. LOBBY, OVAL OFFI CE, THE VWH TE HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 224A

Wal king past | notice ny face staring back at me fromthe
cover of the magazine on the table..

STRAUSS (V. Q)
By the tinme | met him he'd fully
enbraced his 'father of the bonb'
reputation...

CUT TO
| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 225
Strauss sits talking with the Senate Ai de.
STRAUSS

He used his profile to influence

policy...
| NSERT CUT: 'LIFE MAGAZI NE- OPPENHEI MER, NO. 1 THI NKER ON
ATOM C ENERGY... OPPENHEI MER RUNS A GAUNTLET OF FLASHBULBS. ..

OPPENHEI MER AND KI TTY ARE PHOTOGRAPHED AT OLDEN MANOR. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
But all along- with McCarthy on the
ri se- he knew he was vul nerabl e.
Hi s brother was bl acklisted by every
university in the country. ..

| NSERT CUT: FRANK WORKS A RANCH | N COLORADO. . .
STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Lomanit z wound up working the
railroad, laying track...
| NSERT CUT: LOVANI TZ SW NGS A HAMVER. . .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Chevalier went into exile...

| NSERT CUT: CHEVALI ER CARRI ES SHOPPI NG, STEPPI NG AROUND
CH CKENS I N A RURAL FRENCH ALLEY. .
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STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
But none of that stopped Robert from
pushing the GAC to recomrend arns
control instead of the H bonb.

| NSERT CUT: STRAUSS MOVES THE FLOWERS ON THE TABLE | N THE
HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM WATCHI NG OPPENHEI MER. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
He was devastated when that didn't
go his way...

| NSERT CUT: headline: TRUMAN ANNOUNCES H BOVB PROCGRAM . .

CUT TGO

225
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Drink in hand, | watch the room sing ' HAPPY BI RTHDAY' to
Strauss. Ruth Tolman is next to me, staring at the NEWSPAPER

RUTH
| mss Richard nore than | can bear..

| turn to Ruth, synpathetic.

RUTH ( CONT' D)
But part of nme's glad he didn't live
to see where this is all going.

| nod, understanding. She downs her drink and | eaves.

STRAUSS (O S.)
Robert, my son and his fiancee are
desperate to neet the father of the
atom c bonb. ..

Strauss is there with his adult children-1 glance at them
raise a glass, then turn away. Strauss stands there,
hum |iated. The couple awkwardly noves off.

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Is this a bad tine?

OPPENHEI MER
What do you think, Lew s?
STRAUSS
| think it nust have been a bl ow for
you-
OPPENHEI MVER
For the worl d.
STRAUSS

The worl d? What does Fuchs mean to
rest of the worl d?

OPPENHEI MER
Fuchs? Kl aus Fuchs?

Strauss | ooks at ne with concern..

STRAUSS
You haven't heard. Klaus Fuchs, the
British Scientist you put onto the
i npl osi on team at Los Al anps?

| NSERT CUT: FUCHS HANDS OPPENHEI MER H' S PI PE. .
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STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Turns out he was spying for the
Soviets. The whole tinme. 1'msorry,
Robert, you nust feel awful.
(gestures to bar)
Have another. On ne.

Strauss noves off. | stand there. Frozen.

STRAUSS (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
After the truth about Fuchs cane
out, they stepped up surveillance on
Robert. He knew his phone was tapped,

CUT TO
227 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 227

STRAUSS
He was foll owed everywhere..

| NSERT CUT: OPPENHEI MER, DRI VI NG CHECKS H S REAR- VI EW M RROR
SPOTS A SEDAN FOLLOWN NG H M . .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Hi s trash picked through..

| NSERT CUT: KITTY, FROM THE KI TCHEN W NDOW SPOTS A SUl TED
MAN Pl CKI NG THROUGH THEI R TRASH. . .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
But it never stopped hi m speaking
hi s m nd.

SENATE Al DE
A man of conviction?

STRAUSS
Sure. O maybe he thought fanme could

actually protect him \Wen Ei senhower
t ook over, Robert saw one nore chance.

He took it...
228 | NT. CORPORATE AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT (B&W 228
Qppenheiner is lecturing... Strauss is in the crowd...

OPPENHEI MER
Anmerica and Russia may be |ikened to
two scorpions in a bottle, each
capable of killing the other, but
only at the risk of his own |ife.
There are various aspects of this
policy which I would like to discuss

but can't.
( MORE)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Follies that can occur only when
even the nmen who know the facts can
find no one to tal k about them when
the facts are too secret for
di scussion, and thus for thought.
Candor is the only renmedy. Oficials
i n Washi ngton have to start |eveling
with the American people, and telling
t hem what the eneny already know
about the atom c armanents race.

Strauss notices two General s exchangi ng unfavorabl e | ooks.

STRAUSS (V. Q)
A lot of scientists blanme ne, but
how was | supposed to protect him

229 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 229

STRAUSS

That was the | ast straw for Robert's

eneni es.
SENATE Al DE

So he had to |lose his security

cl ear ance.
STRAUSS

And with it, his credibility.
SENATE Al DE

But how could they do it? He was a
war hero- and he'd already told
everyone about his past...

STRAUSS
Borden dredged it all up again.
SENATE Al DE

But how coul d Borden get access to
OQppenheinmer's F.B.1. file? Could it
have been Ni chol s?

STRAUSS
| can't imagine he'd do that. But
whoever did unl eashed a firestorm
t hat burned a path fromthe Wite
House right to my desk at the AEC
You see themin there trzlng to hang
Oppenhei mer round ny neck. |1've
worked ny whole life to get here -
t he cabihet of the United States of
America - and now, in front of the
entire country, they want to put ne
back in ny place...a lowy shoe
sal esman.
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COUNSEL
Lews, we can wn this thing.

SENATE Al DE
| think we can nmake the Senate grasp
that you did your duty, painful though
it was. WII Hll"'s testinony back
t hat up?

COUNSEL
H Il should be fine.

STRAUSS
| don't really know him but he was
one of Szilard's boys in Chicago.
And t hey never forgave Qppenhei ner..

CUT TGO
230 | NT. LECTURE HALL, LOS ALAMOS - NI GHT (COLOUR) 230
Serber and MORRI SON | ecture using slides we never see.
STRAUSS (V. Q)
...for not supporting their petition
agai nst bonbi ng Japan.

| watch as part of a |arge audience.

MORRI SON
This was taken 31 days after the
bombi ng.

( MORE)
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MORRI SON ( CONT' D)
Virtually everyone in the street for
nearly a mle around was instantly
and seriously burned by the heat of
t he bonb.

Serber changes the slide. | react slightly.

MORRI SON ( CONT' D)
The hot flash burned suddenly and
strangel y.

SERBER
The Japanese told us of people who
wore striped clothing upon whomthe
skin was burned in stripes.

Changes slide. | LOOK AVWAY fromthe screen. | hear the
sound of FEET STAMPI NG as Morrison conti nues. .
MORRI SON

There were many who t hought thensel ves
| ucky, who crawl ed out of the ruins

of their homes only slightly injured.
But they died anyway. They died

days or weeks later fromthe radi um
like rays emtted in great nunbers

at the noment of the expl osion.

231 EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - NI GHT 231
| light ny pipe. Teller cones up.

TELLER
Did you read this crap in the papers?
A British physicist saying the atomc
bonmbi ngs weren't the |ast act of
Wrld War Two but the first act of
this cold war with Russi a.

OPPENHEI MER
Wi ch physi ci st?
TELLER
| think you knew him Patrick
Bl ackett?
| remenber -

| NSERT CUT: BLACKETT TAKES A MOUTHFUL OF APPLE. .

| smile to nyself, rueful..
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OPPENHEI MER
He may not be wong. W bonbed an
eneny that was essentially defeated.

TELLER
Robert, you have all the influence
now.

| look at Teller.
TELLER ( CONT' D)
Urge themto continue ny research on
t he Super.

OPPENHEI MVER
| neither can nor will, Edward.

Tel l er | ooks at ne. Hurt .

TELLER
Wy ?

OPPENHEI MER
It's not the right use of our
resour ces.

TELLER

s that what you really believe?
| say not hing.

TELLER ( CONT' D)
J. Robert Oppenhei ner. Sphinx-Ilike
guru of the atom Nobody knows what
you believe. Do you?

OPPENHEI MER (V. O.)
| hope that in years to cone you

wi |l |ook back on your work here
with pride...
232 EXT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY 232

| give ny |leaving address, G oves by ny side. The THOUSANDS
of nmenbers of the Los Al anbs community listen..

OPPENHEI MER
But today that pride nust be tenpered
with a profound concern. |If atomc
weapons are to be added to the
arsenals of a warring world... then
the day will cone when people wll
curse the nane of Los Al anbs and

Hi r oshi na.
( MORE)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
The peoples of this world nust unite
or they will perish. The atomc
bonmb has spell ed out these words for
all nmen to understand.

THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE echoes around the nountains..

CUT TO
233 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - MORNI NG ( B&W 233
Strauss and Counsel drink coffee. The Senate Ai de BURSTS i n-
SENATE Al DE
Sorry, Admral- | stopped off to get

this-

The Senate Aide holds up TI ME MAGAZI NE: Strauss is on the
cover- THE STRAUSS AFFAI R, SENATE V. PRESI DENT

SENATE Al DE ( CONT' D)
It seens pretty favorable...

The Counsel | ooks over Senate Aide's shoul der-

COUNSEL
There's Cppenheinmer. What's the
caption?

SENATE Al DE
"J. Robert Qppenhei ner- Strauss fought
him..

(pauses)
...and the U S. won.'

COUNSEL
That' I | work.

The Senate Aide is perturbed. Looks up at Strauss.

SENATE Al DE
Those are your words. From yesterday.

STRAUSS
We needed to pivot.

SENATE Al DE
But how coul d you know what Ti ne
Magazi ne would wite...?

STRAUSS
Henry Luce is an old friend.

The Senate Aide stares at Strauss, realizing..
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SENATE Al DE
You' ve sat there and let ne tell you
how this is done. But you've been
far ahead. Al along..

STRAUSS
Survival in Washington is about
knowi ng how to get things done.

SENATE Al DE
You get things done. What was it
you sai d about Borden? Wy get caught
hol ding the knife yourself? |I'm
begi nning to think that Borden was
hol ding the knife for you

STRAUSS
Oh?

SENATE Al DE
As Chai rman of the AEC, you had access
to Oppenheiner's file..

CUT TO
234 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY ( COLOUR) 234
| sit there testifying. Robb checks his notes..
ROBB
In the years follow ng the war, would
you say you exerted a great influence
on the atomc policies of the U S A ?
OPPENHEI MER
| think great would be an
over st at enent .
ROBB
Really? If we |ook at the issue of
i sotopes... were you not personally
responsi bl e for destroying al
opposition to their export?
| think back to ny congressional testinony...
235 | NT. CONGRESSI ONAL HEARI NG ROOM - DAY 235

The roomis all chuckles and smles at ny performance...

OPPENHEI MER
You can use a bottle of beer for
maki ng atom c weapons, in fact, you
( MORE)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
do... |I'd say isotopes are |ess useful
for atom c energy than electronic
conponents, but nore useful than a

sandwi ch. 1'd put them sonmewhere in
bet ween.
The room LAUGHS appreciatively. | |lean over to Vol pe-
OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
How d | do?

Vol pe gl ances back at Lewi s Strauss, eyes down, ENRACED..

VOLPE
Maybe a little too well, Robert.

I NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - DAY

OPPENHEI MER
| was the spokesman, but the opinion
was unani nous anongst scientists.

GRAY
That will do for today. W'l
reconvene tonorrow, when we'll hear

fromDr.|sidor Rabi.
| NT. HOTEL ROOM WASHI NGTON D.C. - N GHT

| sit on the bed, Garrison and his team go over notes.
Kitty raids the mni-bar.

GARRI SON
Rabi will help us. But it's going
to come down to how nmuch i nfluence
Borden has been able to exert on
Tel | er -

Kitty is laughing as she opens a miniature with her teeth.

GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
Did | say sonething funny?

KITTY
Bor den, Borden, Borden. W all know
it's Strauss.

OPPENHEI MVER

Kitty, Lewis brought nme to Princeton.
KITTY

And you humliated himin front of

Congr ess.

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
That was si x years ago.
KITTY
The truly vindictive are as patient
as saints.
GARRI SON

Strauss clainms to be neutral.
Kitty THROAS the mniature at nme- it SMASHES into the wall -

KITTY
Wake up! It's always been Strauss-
and you know it. Wiy won't you fight
him for Christ's sake?!

She stal ks into the bathroom SLAMM NG the door. Garrison
wat ches me clean up the mniature..

GARRI SON
|"ve said it before, Robert. W
shoul d not put her on the stand-

CUT TO
| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - MORNI NG ( B&W 238
The Senate aide stares at Strauss in norbid fascination..

SENATE Al DE
It wasn't Ni chols or Hoover or one
of Truman's guys- it was you. You
gave the file to Borden... you set
hi m on Cppenhei mer, convinced himto-

STRAUSS
Borden didn't take any convincing. .

I NT. NI CHOLS OFFI CE, AEC - N GHT (B&W 239

Ni chols is behind the desk, but Strauss commands the room
i nstructing Borden..

STRAUSS
Take your tinme, use the entire file.
Wite up your conclusions and send
themto the F.B. 1.

BORDEN
The nmaterial's extensive- but it
isn't new
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STRAUSS
Your conclusions will be. And they'll
have to be answer ed.

NI CHOLS
Hoover passes themto MCarthy?

STRAUSS
(shakes head)
OQppenheiner's too slippery for that

sel f-promoting clown. [|'ve tal ked
it over with Hoover- he'll hold
McCarthy at bay while you do this at
t he AEC.

NI CHCLS
Atrial?

STRAUSS
No trial. You can't give Oppenhei ner

a platform you can't martyr him
W need a systematic destruction of
Oppenheiner’'s credibility so he can
never again speak on matters of
national security.

BORDEN
What, then?

STRAUSS
A shabby little room far fromthe
[imelight...

| NSERT CUT: ROOM 2022 |'S OPENED UP. DUSTED, TABLES
ARRANCED. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
A sinple bureaucratic procedure-
H's Qclearance is up for renewal
(poi nts at Borden)
You send your accusations to the
F.B.I....

| NSERT CUT: BORDEN PULLS PAPER FROM H S TYPEWRI TER
AN ENVELOPE. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Hoover sends themto the AEC. ..
(points at N chol s)

You're forced to act. You wite up
an indictrent...

| NT. FRONT HALL, STRAUSS RESI DENCE - NI GHT (B&W

Strauss opens the door to Oppenhei ner..

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS (V. Q)
Tel | QOppenheinmer his security
cl earance i s not being renewed..

I NT. LIVING ROOM STRAUSS HOUSE - NI GHT (B&W

Ni chol s hands the indictnent to Qppenhei ner who sits and
reads. Strauss hands Qppenhei nmer a drink. .

STRAUSS (V. Q)
But offer himthe chance to appeal.

Oppenhei ner | ooks up fromthe letter.

OPPENHEI MER
Can | keep this?
NI CHCLS
No.
STRAUSS
As you can see, Robert, it's not yet
signed. If you do decide to appeal,
they' Il have to send you a copy..
Qppenhei ner rises. In a daze. Strauss takes his arm..
I NT. NI CHOLS OFFI CE, AEC - N GHT (B&W
STRAUSS
When he appeal s, | appoint a board..

| NSERT CUT: THE GRAY BOARD TAKE THEI R SEATS | N ROOM 2022..

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)

They will, of course, have Counsel -
| NSERT CUT: ROGER ROBB TAKES HI S SEAT. .
NI CHOLS
A Prosecutor?
STRAUSS
In all but nane.
NI CHOLS
VWho?
STRAUSS
Roger Robb.
NI CHOLS
Quch.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
Robb wi || have security clearance to
exam ne Oppenheiner's file..

| NSERT CUT: ROBB OPENS A MASSI VE BLACK Bl NDER. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
As wll the Gay board...

| NSERT CUT: A BLACK BINDER |'S PLACED I N FRONT OF EACH BOARD
MVEMBER. . .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Def ense counsel will not.

I NSERT CUT: GARRI SON, AT H' S TABLE | N ROOM 2022 LOOKS
COVETOUSLY AT THE BLACK BI NDERS GRACI NG EACH PLACE BUT HI S..

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
A cl osed hearing- no audi ence, no
reporters, no burden of proof.

NI CHOLS
No burden of proof?

Strauss sips his drink. Smles at N chols..

STRAUSS
We're not convicting, just denying.
243 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (B&W 243

Qppenheiner is seated at the witness table..

OPPENHEI VER
This answer is a summary of relevant
aspects of nmy life in nore or |ess
chronol ogi cal order..

244 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 244
The Senate Aide |ooks |like he ate a bad nut.

STRAUSS
VWhat is it you said? 'This is just
how it's done'?

SENATE Al DE
For gi ve my nai vet e.

STRAUSS
Amat eurs seek the sun and get eaten,
power stays in the shadows.
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SENATE Al DE
(points to Tinme
Magazi ne)

You' re out of the shadows, now.
STRAUSS

That's why this has to work.
SENATE Al DE

Well, Teller's testifying this norning-

that' Il help, then H Il is in the

af t er noon.
STRAUSS

H Il should help us, too.

CUT TO

CLOSE ON: a LETTER- AEC | etterhead- ' DEAR DR OPPENHEI MER. . .'

STRAUSS (O S.) (CONT' D
As you can see, it's not yet signed..

245 I NT. LI'VING ROOM STRAUSS HOUSE - LATER ( COLOUR) 245
| ook up fromNi chols' letter- SHELL SHOCKED
STRAUSS

| f you do decide to appeal, they'll
have to send you a copy...

| hand the letter back to Nichols. Strauss takes ny arm..
246 EXT. STRAUSS HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 246

Strauss gently guides ne down the steps..

STRAUSS

Take ny car and driver. | insist.
OPPENHEI MER

"Il have to consult ny | awers.
STRAUSS

O course. But don't take too |ong,

| can't keep Nichols at bay. [|I'm

sorry it's cone to this, Robert.

Strauss, like a parent, puts ne into the back of his car.
247 | NT. STRAUSS CAR - NI GHT 247

| sit in the back, shadows flicking across ny face..

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER (V. Q.)
Ni chols wants nme to fight so that he
can get it all in the record..

I NT. VOLPE' S HOUSE - NI GHT
Kitty and | sit with Joe Vol pe.

OPPENHEI MER
Strauss thinks | should wal k away. . .

VOLPE
You coul d. Your security clearance
expires tonorrow. Just let it go.

KITTY
You' d be accepting the charges!
You'll 1ose your job. Your
reputation, your place in history!
We'l|l | ose our house. Robert, we
have to fight.

| look at Kitty. Nod.

VOLPE
As AEC Counsel, | can't represent
you. 1'Il call Lloyd Garrison
OPPENHEI MER
He's good.
VOLPE

The best. But | have to warn you..
| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY

| watch Garrison scranble to nmake notes..

VOLPE (V.Q)
This won't be a fair fight.
ROBB

During your interview with Boris
Pash in 1943 did you refer to
m crofil n?

OPPENHEI MER
No.

Robb consults a paper in his black binder.

ROBB

You never said 'a man at the consul ate

expert in the use of mcrofilm?

OPPENHEI MVER
Not specifically.

( CONTI NUED)
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GARRI SON
|"d |ike to know what docunent M. Robb
is quoting from and if we m ght be
furnished with a copy.

ROBB
The docunent is classified.
GARRI SON

Menbers of the board, we're now
heari ng some new account of the
interview .. shouldn't we get back
to first hand information?

ROBB
This is first hand.
GARRI SON
How so?
Robb | ooks at Grey. Wo nods.
ROBB
There's a recording of the interview
Garrison is shocked. | shake ny head.
GARRI SON

You've let ny client sit up here and
potentially perjure hinself and al
this time you had a recordi ng-?

ROBB
No one told your client to
m srepresent his fornmer answers-

GARRI SON
M srepresent? It was 12 years ago!
(to the Board)
Can we listen to this recording?

ROBB
M. Garrison, you don't have cl earance.

| SNAP at the absurdity-
OPPENHEI MER
But you're reading it into the
transcri pt!

Garrison puts a calmng hand on ny arm

( CONTI NUED)
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GARRI SON
s this proceeding interested in
truth or entrapnment? Because if
it's truth. ..

Garrison points at the BLACK BINDERS in front of themall-

GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
VWhere's the disclosure? Were's the
witness |list?

GRAY
M.Grrison, this is not a trial- as
you're well aware. Evidentiary rules
do not apply. W're dealing with
national security.

GARRI SON
How does national security prevent
the prosecution fromproviding us a
[ist of witnesses?!

Gray | ooks at Garrison, stony-faced.

GRAY
Perhaps a brief recess is in order.
OPPENHEI MVER
If | may? You gentlenen have ny
words. If you say it's froma
transcript then 1'I|l accept it.

|"ve al ready explained that | nade
up a cock-and-bull story.

ROBB
But not the level of detail. Wy
woul d anyone present such an el aborate
fiction?

OPPENHEI MVER
Because | was an idiot. | found

nmyself trying to give atip to the
intelligence people, wthout realizing
that when you give a tip you have to
offer the whole story. Asked for
details, | went off on a fal se
pattern. There was no mcrofilm no
consul ar attache. There weren't

three or nore people involved on the
project. There was one person

i nvol ved. That was ne.

ROBB
Wy ie?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
Clearly with the intention of not
reveal i ng who was the internediary.

ROBB
Your friend, Haakon Chevalier. The
Communi st .
OPPENHEI MVER
Yes.
ROBB
Is he still your friend?

| ook fromsnug Robb to the expectant Board nenbers..

OPPENHEI MER
Chevalier is nmy friend.

Robb backs down, SATI SFI ED
| NT. CORRI DOR QUTSI DE ROOM 2022 - DAY
Oppenhei ner and Garrison take a break. Rabi approaches.

GARRI SON
Dr. Rabi, thanks for com ng.

Garrison | ooks around to see Robb conferring with his team

GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
(1 owered voi ce)
Do you know anyone the prosecution
has cal | ed?

RABI
Tel | er, obviously.
(1 ooks at Oppenhei ner)
They' ve asked Lawr ence.

OPPENHEI MER
What did he say?
RABI
He wasn't going to help them.
OPPENHEI MER
But ?
RABI

Strauss told himthat you and Ruth
Tol man had been having an affair for
years. The whole tinme you lived
with themin Pasadena..

( CONTI NUED)
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| NSERT CUT: | SIP FROM RUTH S DRI NK AT THE CHRI STMAS PARTY.
Rl CHARD ENTERS BANG NG SNOW OFF HI S SHOULDERS. . .

RABI ( CONT' D)
He convi nced Lawence that Richard
di ed of a broken heart.

OPPENHEI MER
That's absurd.

RABI
Wi ch part?

OPPENHEI MER
The broken heart. Ri chard never
f ound out.

tries not to smle. Shakes his head.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
s Lawrence going to testify?

RABI
| don't know

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - DAY

is testifying.

GARRI SON
Dr. Rabi, what Governnental positions
do you currently hol d?

RABI
"' m Chai rman of the General Advisory
Commttee to the AEC, succeeding
Dr . Oppenhei ner.

GARRI SON
And how | ong have you known
Dr . Oppenhei ner ?

RABI
Since 1928. | know himquite well.

GARRI SON
Wel | enough to speak on the bearing
of his character, loyalty and
associ ati ons?

RABI
Dr. Oppenhei ner is a man of upstandi ng
character, loyal to the United States,
to his friends and to the institutions
of which he is a part.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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RABI ( CONT' D)
|'ve exam ned his security file, and
in spite of the associations in there,
| do not believe Dr.Qppenheiner is a
security risk, and that these
associ ations fromthe past should
bar himfrom continuing as a
consultant to the AEC

EXT. CORRI DOR QUTSI DE ROOM 2022 - DAY
| sit, exhausted. A segnent of orange drops into ny | ap-

RAB]I
Eat .

| 'sip' at the orange. Rabi spots Lawrence com ng down the
corridor- Rabi straightens to his full height- STARES DOMN

Law ence, who | ooks from Rabi to ne. Then TURNS and | eaves.

OPPENHEI MER
VWhat was t hat?

RABI
Not hing to worry about.

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - LATER
Robb cross-exanm nes Rabi -

ROBB
Dr.Rabi, after the Russian A-bonb
test, did Dr.Lawence cone to see
you prior to the GAC neeti ng?

RABI
You' d be better off asking him

ROBB
| fully intend to. Did he cone to
you about the Hydrogen bonb?

RABI
Yes. W all felt that after the
Russi an expl osion we had to do
sonething to regain our position.

ROBB
So you agreed with those who felt we
shoul d | aunch a program for the Super
at that tinme?

( CONTI NUED)
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RABI
No. There were all kinds of
| egiti mate concerns about the
al l ocati on of our resources.

GRAY
Wul d you say Dr. Qppenhei mer was
unal terably opposed to the H bonb?

RABI
No. He thought a fusion program
woul d cone at the expense of our
awf ul |y good fission program

ROBB
But that proved not to be the case?

RABI
In the event, both could be done.
Los Al anps, which Dr.Qppenhei ner
f ounded, rose to the occasi on and
wor ked mracles, absolute niracles.

ROBB
May | ask one nore question? A purely
hypot heti cal question. Suppose this
Board shoul d not be satisfied that
in his testinmony here Dr.Cppenhei ner
had told the whole truth... what
woul d you say then about whether or
not he ought to be cl eared?

RABI
If you want to set ne up on the Board,
then 1'1l give you an answer. But

|"ve never hidden ny opinion that |
think this whole proceeding is a
nost unfortunate one.

ROBB
Why ?

RABI
He's a consultant- you don't want to
consult the guy? Don't. Wy go
through all this against a man who's
acconpl i shed what Dr. Oppenhei ner
has? Look at his record- we have an
A-bonb and a whole series of it, and
we have a whol e series of Super bonbs
and what nore do you want, nermai ds?

CUT TO
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254 | NT. SENATE COW TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W 254
Strauss watches with satisfaction as Teller testifies.

TELLER
...that's why |I'm here today. To
express the warm support for science
and scientists M. Strauss has shown
over the years |'ve known him

CHAI RVAN
Thank you Dr.Teller. W'Il break
now, unless there's any inmmedi ate
busi ness.

STRAUSS
Senator, 1'd like to once again
request that we're furnished with a
list of wtnesses.

CHAI RVAN
And I'Il rem nd the nom nee that we
don't always have that information
in advance. W do know that Dr.Hil
will be here after |unch.

Wth that, the Chairman BANGS hi s gavel ..

CUT TO
255 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY ( COLOUR) 255
Robb addresses the board..
ROBB

Qur next schedul ed w tness,
Dr. Law ence, has apparently cone
dowmn with... colitis..

| gl ance sideways at Garrison, who al nost sm | es-

ROBB ( CONT' D)
So I'll proceed instead with WIIliam
Bor den.

| watch as Borden is sworn in.

ROBB ( CONT' D)
M . Borden, as a result of your study
of Dr. Oppenheiner, did you reach
certain concl usions?

BORDEN
| did.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROBB
Did there cone a tine when you
expressed those conclusions in a
letter to M.J. Edgar Hoover of the
Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation?

BORDEN
That is correct.

ROBB
Prior to witing that letter, did
you discuss the witing of it with
anybody connected with the Atom c
Ener gy Conmm ssi on?

BORDEN
| did not.

ROBB
Do you have a copy of the letter
with you?

Robb' s assistant distributes copies of the letter..

BORDEN

| have one in front of ne.
ROBB

Wul d you be good enough to read it?
GARRI SON

A nmonent, pl ease!

Garrison holds up a finger, FRANTICALLY readi ng ahead-

GRAY
What's the purpose of the delay?
He's sinply going to read this.

GARRI SON
M.Chairman, this is the first we've
seen of this letter- and | see
statenents, at |east one, which
don't think anybody woul d be happy
to have go into the record-
accusations that have not before
been nade and are not part of the
i ndi ctnent from N chol s.

Garrison holds up the letter-

GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
Is it the opinion of the Board that
these are matters into which inquiry
shoul d now be directed?

( CONTI NUED)
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scan down the letter for what he's seen

GRAY
Testinmony of this witness is not in
any way going to broaden the inquiry.

GARRI SON
How can it avoid it, sir? Supposing
you shoul d believe the w tness?
M . Robb is tasked by this board with
calling in wtnesses, and he brings
in one to make accusations of a kind
that I don't think bel ong here.

ROBB
M. Chairman, the witness wote this
letter on his owmn initiative |aying
out evidence which has al ready been
before the board. H's concl usions
are valid testinony just |ike the
positive concl usions of friends of
Dr. Oppenheiner. 1t cuts both ways.

GARRI SON
How | ong has Counsel been in
possession of the letter?

ROBB
M.Grrison, | don't think | should
be subject to cross-exam nation by
you.

GRAY
M. Grrison, given that we on the
Board have all read the letter, isn't
it better to have it in the record?

Garrison says nothing. He |ooks at ne, frustrated.

GRAY ( CONT' D)
Let's proceed.

BORDEN
' Dear M. Hoover, the purpose of this
letter is to state ny opinion, based
upon years of study of the avail abl e
cl assified evidence, that nore
probably than not J.Robert Oppenhei ner
Is an agent of the Soviet Union.'

( CONTI NUED)
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BORDEN ( CONT' D)
"The foll ow ng conclusions are
justified. 1. Between 1929 and 1942,
nore probably than not, J.Robert
Oppenhei nmer was a sufficiently
har dened Conmuni st that he vol unteered
information to the Soviets. 2. Mire
probably than not, he has since been
functioning as an espi onage agent.

| watch the STENOGRAPHER calmy type this into the record..

BORDEN ( CONT' D)
3. More probably than not, he has
since acted under a Soviet directive
ininfluencing United States mlitary,
atom c energy, intelligence, and
di pl omatic policy.'

Devastated, | cannot neet the eye of anyone in the room
Garrison gets up fromhis place. Sits down next to ne.
GARRI SON
|"msorry, Robert.
OPPENHEI MVER

I sn't anyone ever going to tell the
truth about what's happeni ng here?

CUT TO
| NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W 256

Strauss and his Counsel take their seats as the Chairnan
calls to order. Strauss | ooks around the room CHEERFULLY.

CHAI RVAN
W will now hear fromDr.David H II.

Strauss peers at a FAM LI AR man in GLASSES, DAVID HILL-
Szilard's note-taking Scientist WHOSE PEN OPPENHEI MER
GRABBED. . .

CHAI RVAN ( CONT" D)
Dr.H Il would you care to nmake a
st at enent ?

H LL
Thank you. | have been asked to
testify about Lewi s Strauss, a man
who has given years of service in
hi gh positions of Governnment and who
is known to be earnest, hardworking
and intelligent.

Strauss gl ances at Counsel, satisfied.

( CONTI NUED)
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H LL ( CONT' D)
The views | have to express are ny
own, but | believe that nmuch | have
to say wll help indicate why nost
of the scientists in this country
woul d prefer to see M. Strauss
conpl etely out of the governnent.

Strauss narrows his eyes..

SENATOR PASTORE
(friendly | ob)
You're referring to the hostility of
certain scientists directed at
M. Strauss because of his comm tnent
to security, as denonstrated in the
Qppenhei mer affair?

H LL
No.

Dr.H Il takes a sip of water before continuing..

H LL ( CONT' D)
Because of the personal vindictiveness
he denonstrated agai nst
Dr. Oppenhei ner, and against all those
who have disagreed with his official
positions.

Counsel turns to Strauss, who is FI XATED on HIl. The Senate
Ai de REACTS, surprised. MJRMIRS echo through the chanber...

H LL ( CONT' D)
In my ten years observation of
M. Strauss | have seen his incapacity
to change a position, the
subordination of his integrity to
the attai nnent of political goals
and an obsessive quest for popul ar
and prof essional approval...

The audi ence REACTS- Strauss SHAKES his head- the Chairnman
BANGS t he gavel -

CHAI RVAN
Or der!

CUT TGO
| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR) 257

Vannevar Bush is sworn in.

( CONTI NUED)
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BUSH
It appears to nost scientists around
the country that Cppenheiner is now
being pilloried and put through an
ordeal because he expressed his honest
opinions. The witten charges agai nst
himare in a poorly witten indictnment
whi ch the Board shoul d have rejected
fromthe outset.

EVANS
Dr.Bush, | thought | was perform ng
a service to nmy country in hearing
this case.

BUSH
No Board in this country should sit
in judgnent of a man because he
expressed strong opinions. |f you
want to try that case, you can try
me- | have expressed strong opinions,
of ten unpopular, many tinmes. |'m
doing so right now. \Wen a man is
pilloried for doing that, this country
IS in a severe state... excuse ne,
gentlenmen, if | becone stirred, but
| am

| NT. SENATE COWM TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

Strauss funes as H Il reads his statenent.

H LL
From t he standpoint of public welfare,
t he nost injurious exercise of
personal vindictiveness in which
Lew s Strauss has engaged was in the
personnel security prosecution of
J. Robert Qppenhei ner, who had not
hesitated to disagree with M. Strauss
on certain questions of fundanenta
policy. Oppenhei mer made m nceneat
out of Strauss' position on the
shi pnents of isotopes to Norway, and
Strauss never forgave himthis public
hum liation. Another controversy
bet ween them centered around their
di fferences in judgnent on how the H
bonmb woul d contribute to nationa
security.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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H LL ( CONT' D)
Oppenhei ner had consi derabl e i nfluence
and prestige, and Strauss was able
to find a few anbiti ous nmen who al so
di sagreed wi th Oppenhei ner's position,
and envied himhis prestige in
government circles.

Teller, in the audience, stares at H ..

H LL ( CONT' D)
Strauss turned to the personnel
security systemin order to destroy
Oppenhei ner' s effectiveness-

SENATOR PASTORE
But, Doctor Hill, we've already heard
that M. Strauss did not bring the
charges, or participate in the
heari ngs agail nst Dr. Qppenhei ner.

H LL
| realize that M. Strauss didn't
sign the letter of charges, but
t hi nk when all of the evidence is
viewed, it becones highly plausible
that the Cppenhei ner natter was
initiated and carried through largely
t hrough the aninus of Lewis Strauss.

CUT TO
259 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR) 259
Groves is testifying.

ROBB
Ceneral, would you cl ear
Dr. Oppenhei ner today?

GROVES
Under ny interpretation of the Atomc
Energy Act, which did not exist when
| hired Dr.CQCppenheiner in 1942... |
woul d not cl ear Dr.Qppenhei ner today
if I were a nenber of the conmm ssion.

ROBB
Thank-you, Ceneral.

GROVES
But I'"'mnot sure | could've cleared
any of those guys.

ROBB
That's all.

( CONTI NUED)
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GARRI SON
CGeneral, Dr.Oppenhei mer had no
responsibility for the selection or
cl earance of Kl aus Fuchs, did he?

GROVES
No, not at all.

( CONTI NUED)



259

260

Kitty comes around the corner
towards us, not entirely straight... she catches ny eye-

VH TE Revision - 1-3-22 159.
CONTI NUED: (2)

GARRI SON
You wouldn't want to leave with this
board even the renotest suggestion
that you're here questioning
Dr. Oppenheiner's basic loyalty to
the United States in the operation
of Los Al anos?

GROVES
By no neans. | hope | didn't |ead
anybody to think otherwi se for an
i nstant .

GARRI SON

Wul d you say that the revocation of
Dr. Oppenhei ner' s position woul d be
in the public interest?

GROVES
The revocati on under such extrene
publicity I think would be nost
unfortunate, not because of the effect
on Dr. Oppenheiner- that | |eave to
one side- but because of the
di sastrous effect upon the attitude
of the scientists of this country
toward doi ng governnment research

GRAY
Thank you, General.

Groves gets up, wal ks past nme with a formal nod.
| NT. CORRI DOR QUTSI DE ROOM 2022 - DAY

Garri son checks his watch.

OPPENHEI MER
She' || be here.
GARRI SON
Do you even want her here?
OPPENHEI MER

Only a fool or an adol escent presunes
to know soneone el se's rel ationship,
and you're neither, Lloyd.

OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
Kitty and I, we're grown-ups. W've
wal ked through fire together. And
she' |l do fine.

Unsteady. | watch her wal k
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| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COW SSI ON -
Kitty is
ling distractedly with her purse..

GARRI SON

160.

DAY

at the witness table. From behind | can see her

M s. Qppenhei ner, you are no | onger a

menber of the Conmmuni st Party?

KITTY
No.

GARRI SON

When woul d you say that you ceased

to be a menber?

KITTY
Whien | left Youngstown in 1936.

GARRI SON
W1l you describe your views on
Communi sm as pro, anti, neutral.

KITTY

Very strongly against. |[|'ve had

nothing to do with Comuni sm si nce

1936. Since before | net Robert.

GARRI SON
That's all.

HLL (V.Q)
The record denonstrates that

Oppenhei nmer was not interrogated by
inpartial and disinterested Counsel

for the Gray Board...

Robb gets up to cross exam ne. ..

CUT TGO

| NT. SENATE COW TTEE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY (B&W

H LL
he was interrogated by a

continue to answer questions...

prosecutor who used all the tricks
of a rather ingenious |egal background

totry to trick Oppenheiner into
erroneous statenments, and he did

succeed in a few i nstances.

( CONTI NUED)
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SENATOR SCOTT
You are charging now that the G ay
Board permtted a prosecution of
Dr. Oppenhei ner. Do you think, then,
that the nenbers of the G ay Board
were unfair?

H Il takes a beat to consider this.

H LL
| can only say if |I'd been on the
Gray Board, | would' ve protested
agai nst the tactics of the nman who
served in fact as a prosecuting
counsel - a man appoi nted not by the
Board but by Lew s Strauss.

Strauss strokes his chin, feigning indifference.

SENATOR MCGEE
VWho was this...?

CUT TO
263 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR) 263

HILL (V.Q)
Roger Robb.

Robb tries to put hinself in Kitty's eye line..

ROBB
M s. Qppenhei ner.

She will not nmeet his gaze.
ROBB ( CONT' D)
Did you have a Conmuni st Party
menber shi p card?

KITTY
I, I'mnot sure...

Kitty starts fiddling with her purse..

ROBB
Not sure?

KITTY
Vell. ..

She FREEZES. The Board nenbers | ook at her. Garrison |ooks
at ne...

( CONTI NUED)
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ROBB
Presumably the act of joining the
Party was sendi ng sone noney and
receiving a card?

Kitty is focused on her purse..

ROBB ( CONT' D)
No?

And then Kitty LOOKS UP at Robb, pure STEEL-

KITTY
It was all just so | ong ago, M. Robb,
wasn't it?
ROBB
Not really-
KITTY
Long enough to have forgotten.
ROBB

Did you turn in the card or rip it
up?

KITTY
The card whose exi stence |'ve
forgotten?

ROBB

Your Communi st Party nenbership card-
KITTY

| haven't the slightest idea.
ROBB

Can a distinction be nade bet ween
Sovi et Cormmuni sm and Communi snf?

KITTY
In the days when | was a nenber
t hought they were definitely two
t hi ngs-

Garrison and | hang on her every word...

KI TTY ( CONT' D)
| thought the Communi st party of the
United States was concerned with our
donestic problenms. | now no | onger
believe this. | believe the whole
thing is linked together and spread
all over the world.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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(2)

KITTY (CONT' D)
|"ve believed this since | left the
party 16 years ago.

ROBB
But -

KITTY
17 years ago. M m stake.

RCBB
But you-

KITTY

Sorry, 18. Yes, 18 years ago.

Robb sighs patiently.

Kitty smil

ROBB
Were you famliar with the fact that
your husband was naking contri butions
to the Spanish GCvil War as |ate as
19427

KITTY
| knew that Robert gave noney from
tine to tine, yes.

ROBB
Do you renenber whet her he gave noney
on a regular or periodic basis?

es sweetly-

KITTY
Do you nean regular, or do you nean
periodic, M. Robb?

ROBB
(annoyed)
| nean... regqgular.

KITTY
He did not.

ROBB
Were you aware that this noney was
goi ng into Communi st Party channel s?

KITTY
Don't you nean 'through' ?

ROBB
Par don?

( CONTI NUED)
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KITTY
| think you mean 'through Conmuni st
Party channel s'.

ROBB
Yes.

KITTY
Yes.

ROBB

Wuld it be fair to say that this
meant that by 1942 he had not stopped
having anything to do with the
Communi st party? | don't insist

t hat you answer yes or no. You can
answer any way you w sh.

KITTY
| know that. Thank you. But the
guestion isn't properly phrased.

ROBB
Do you understand what | amtrying
to get at?

KITTY

Yes, | do.
ROBB

Wiy don't you answer it that way?
KITTY

| don't |ike the phrase 'having
anything to do with the Comuni st
Party' because Robert never had
anything to do with the Comuni st
Party as such. | know he gave nobney
for Spanish Refugees. | know he
took an intellectual interest in
Conmuni st i deas-

ROBB
Are there two kinds of Communi sts?
An intell ectual Comrmuni st and a plain
ordi nary Comm e?

Kitty laughs the laugh of the free.

KITTY
| couldn't answer that one.
EVANS
(del i ght ed)

| couldn't either.

( CONTI NUED)
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Gray shoots a | ook at Evans. CHUCKLES around the room
Garrison |l ooks at ne. Nods. She did good.

264 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWMM SSI ON - DAY 264
| watch Teller testify.

ROBB
s it your intention to suggest that
Dr. Oppenhei ner is disloyal to the
United States?

TELLER
| do not want to suggest anything of
the kind. | have always assuned,
and now assune, that he is loyal to
the United States. | believe this,
and | shall believe it until | see
very concl usive proof to the opposite.

ROBB
Now, a question which is a corollary
of that... do you or do you not
believe that Dr.Cppenheiner is a
security risk?

TELLER
In a great nunber of cases | have
seen Dr. Qppenhei ner act in a way
which for me was exceedingly hard to
understand. | thoroughly di sagreed
Wi th himin nunmerous issues, and his
actions, frankly, appeared to ne
confused and conplicated. To this
extent, | feel that | would like to
see the vital interests of this
country in hands which I understand
better and therefore trust nore.

GRAY
Thank you, Doctor.

Teller gets up fromthe table, as he wal ks past ne he hol ds
out his hand...

TELLER
" m sorry.

| shake his hand.

KITTY (V. Q)
You shook his fucking hand?!
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KITTY
| woul d' ve spat in his face!

GARRI SON
| "' mnot sure the Board woul d' ve
appreci ated that.

KITTY
Not gentl emanly enough? You're al
bei ng too goddamm gentl emanly.

VOLPE
Gray nust see what Robb is doing-
why doesn't he shut hi m down?

Garrison shrugs.

KITTY
(to me)
And you? Shaking Teller's hand- you
need to stop playing the martyr.

EXT. OLDEN MANOR, PRI NCETON - N GHT
Garrison drives off. Volpe turns to mne-

VOLPE
Robert, you can't win this thing.
It's a kangaroo court with a
predet ermi ned outconme. Wy put
yoursel f through nore of it?

OPPENHEI MVER
| have ny reasons.

Vol pe shrugs. Enbraces ne. GCets in his car.

EINSTEIN (O S.)
He has a point, you know.

| turn. Einstein steps into the |ight.

El NSTEI N ( CONT' D)
You' re a man chasing a wonman who
doesn't |love himany nore- the United
St at es Gover nnent.

OPPENHEI VER
"' mnot sure you understand, Al bert.
El NSTEI N
No? | left nmy country, never to
return.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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El NSTEI N ( CONT' D)
The German calamty of years ago repeats
itsel f- people acqui esce without
resi stance and align thenselves with
the forces of evil. You ve served
America well, and if this is the reward
she has to offer perhaps you should
turn your back on her.

OPPENHEI MER
Dammit, | happen to love this country.

Ei nstein considers this. Nods slowy.

El NSTEI' N
Then tell themto go to hell

| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W
Strauss BURSTS in, fum ng..

STRAUSS
This has becone a trial about a trial!

SENATE Al DE
It's not good that he's telling them
that you initiated the hearings.

STRAUSS
He can't prove it. He can't prove
that | gave the file to Borden.

SENATE Al DE
He doesn't have to. W're not in
court, there's no burden of proof...

Strauss realizes. Shakes his head at hinself...

STRAUSS
They're not convicting. Just denying.

The Senate Ai de nods.
STRAUSS ( CONT' D)

Wiy would Hi Il cone here to tear ne
dowmn? What's his angl e?

SENATE Al DE
Do people need a reason to do the
right thing?

Strauss GLARES at the Senate Ai de.

SENATE Al DE ( CONT' D)
| mean, as he sees it.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
| told you Oppenhei mer poi soned the
scientists against nel R ght from
that first neeting...

| NSERT CUT: STRAUSS WATCHES OPPENHEI MER HAND EI NSTEIN HI' S
HAT AS THEY SPEAK DOWN AT THE LAKE.. .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
| don't know what Oppenhei ner said
to himthat day, but Einstein wouldn't
even neet ny eye...

| NSERT CUT: AS STRAUSS APPROACHES, EI NSTEI'N WALKS PAST W THOUT
ACKNOALEDG NG H'M CLEARLY UPSET. . .

STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
Oppenhei ner knows how to nmani pul at e
his own. At Los Al anpbs he preyed on
t he naivete of scientists who thought
they'd get a say in how we used their
wor k... but don't ever think he was
that naive hinself...

CUT TO
268 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COMM SSI ON - DAY ( COLOUR) 268
| am back at the witness table. Robb squares up.

ROBB
Doctor, in your work on the Hydrogen
bonb at Los Alanpbs and in the years
follow ng, were you deterred by any
noral qual ns about the devel opnment
of this weapon?

OPPENHEI VER
O course.

ROBB
But you still got on with the work,
didn't you?

OPPENHEI MER
Yes, because this was work of
exploration. It was not the
preparation of a weapon.

ROBB
You mean it was just an acadeni c
excur si on?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MVER
No. [It's not an academ c thing

whet her you can make a Hydrogen bonb.

It's a matter of life and death.

ROBB
Begi nning in 1942 you were actively
pushi ng the devel opnent of the H
bormb, weren't you?

OPPENHEI MVER
Pushing is not the right word.
Supporting and working on it, vyes.

ROBB
When did these noral qual ns becone
so strong that you opposed the
devel opnent of the Hydrogen bonb?

OPPENHEI MER
When it was suggested that it be the
policy of the United States to nake
these things at all costs, w thout
regard to the bal ance between these
weapons and atom ¢ weapons as part
of our arsenal.

ROBB
(theatrical confusion)
What did noral qual ns have to do
with that?

OPPENHEI MER

(struggling)
What did noral qual ns have to do

withit?

ROBB
Yes.

| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W

Strauss is pacing now. ..

STRAUSS
Oppenhei ner wanted to own the atom c
bonb. He wanted to be the nman who
moved the earth. He tal ks about
putting the nucl ear genie back in
the bottle- well, I"'mhere to tel
you that | know J. Robert Qppenhei ner
and if he could do it all over he'd
do it all the sane.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS ( CONT' D)
He's never once said he regrets
Hiroshima- he'd do it all over because
it made himthe nost inportant man
who ever lived...

270 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR)

| struggle to find an answer for Robb..

Now

can

OPPENHEI MER
W freely used the atom c bonb.
ROBB

In fact, Doctor, you assisted in
selecting the target for the drop of
the atom ¢ bonb on Japan?

hear the sound of FEET STAMPI NG ..

OPPENHEI VER
Yes.

ROBB
You knew, did you not, that the
droppi ng of that atom c bonb on the
target you had sel ected would kill
or injure thousands of civilians, is
that correct?

OPPENHEI MVER
Not as many as turned out. ..

ROBB
How many were killed or injured?

The feet are stanpi ng FASTER and FASTER. ..

OPPENHEI MER
70, 000.
ROBB
70, 000? At both Hiroshi ma and-
OPPENHEI MER
110, 000 at bot h.
ROBB
On the day of each bonbing.
OPPENHEI MER
Yes.
ROBB

And in the weeks and years after?

( CONTI NUED)
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nod.

OPPENHEI MER
It's been put at between 50 and 100
t housand. . .

ROBB
220 thousand dead? At |east?

ROBB ( CONT' D)
Did you have noral scruples about
t hat ?

OPPENHEI MER
Terri bl e ones.

ROBB
But you testified the other day that
t he bonbi ng of Hiroshima was very
successful ?

OPPENHEI MER
Well, it was technically successful.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROBB
Oh, technically.
OPPENHEI VER
It's also alleged to have hel ped end
t he war.

The stanping feet are LOUDER and FASTER. ..

ROBB
Wbul d you have supported the dropping
of a Hydrogen bonb on Hiroshi ma?

271 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 271
Strauss TURNS on the Senate Ai de-
STRAUSS

But he wanted all the glory and none
of the responsibility. So he needed
absol ution. He needed to be a
martyr, to suffer, and take the sins
of the world on his shoul ders. To
say 'no, we cannot continue on this
road' even as he knew we'd have to..

272 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY ( COLOUR) 272
| search for an answer- the FEET STAMPI NG ever LOUDER-

OPPENHEI MER

It woul d make no sense at all.
ROBB

Wy ?
OPPENHEI MER

The target is too snall.
ROBB

Supposi ng there had been a target in
Japan bi g enough for a thernonucl ear
weapon, woul d you have opposed
dropping it?

OPPENHEI MER
This was not a problemw th which
was confront ed.

ROBB
|"mconfronting you with it now,
sir. Wuld you have opposed the
droppi ng of a thernonucl ear weapon
on Japan because of noral scruples?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
| believe I would, sir.
ROBB

Did you oppose the dropping of the
atom bonb on Hiroshi ma because of
nmoral scruples?

OPPENHEI MVER

We set forth our-
ROBB

" maski ng you about it, not 'we'.
OPPENHEI MVER

| set forth argunents agai nst dropping
it. But I did not endorse them

| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W
Strauss PACES the room FURI OQUS-

STRAUSS
He knew he'd have to be seen to suffer
for what he did. It was all part of
his plan. He wanted the glorious
Insincere guilt of the self-inportant
to wear |ike a fucking crown. And I
gave it to him..

172.

| NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR)

Robb gets right in nmy face, incredul ous-

ROBB
You nean havi ng worked ni ght and day
for 3 years to build the bonb, you
then argued it shouldn't be used?

OPPENHEI MER
No. | was asked by the Secretary of
War what the views of scientists
were- | gave the views against and
the views for.

ROBB
You supported the dropping of the
atom bonb on Japan, didn't you?

OPPENHEI MER
What do you nean 'support'?
ROBB
You hel ped pick the target, didn't

you?

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER
| did ny job- | was not in a policy-
maki ng position at Los Al anpbs- |
woul d have done anything that | was
asked to do-

ROBB
You woul d have nade the H-bonb, too,
woul dn't you?

OPPENHEI MVER
| couldn't.

The STAMPI NG breaks rhythmto beconme CACOPHONOUS. .

ROBB
| didn't ask you that, Doctor.

OPPENHEI MER
| would have worked on it, yes. But
to run a laboratory is one thing, to
advi se a governnent is another.

THE LI GHT OF A THOUSAND SUNS POURS | N THE W NDOW . .

ROBB
And the GAC report, which you co-
aut hored, follow ng the Russian atomc
test said that a Super bonb shoul d
never be produced, did it not?

OPPENHEI VER
What we neant- what | neant- was
that it would be a better world if
there were no Hydrogen bonbs in it.

LI GAT STABS THROUGH CRACKS | N THE WALL. .

ROBB
Whul dn't the Soviets do anything to
increase their mlitary strength?

OPPENHEI MER
If we did it, they'd have to do it.
Qur efforts would fuel their efforts-
just as it had with the atom c bonb!

PLASTER BREAKS AVAY AS LI GHT POURS | NTO THE ROOM . .

eyes closed, MORE AND MORE EXPCSED. . .

ROBB
"*Just as with the atom c bonb.’
Exactly. No noral scruples in 1945,
plenty in 1949..

( CONTI NUED)
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The sound STOPS. The light is gone.

GRAY
(gentl e)
Dr. Oppenhei ner, when did your strong
noral convictions devel op with respect
to the Hydrogen bonb?

| open ny eyes, exhausted..

OPPENHEI MER
When it becanme clear to ne that we
woul d tend to use any weapon we had.

Si | ence.
275 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W
Strauss has stopped..

STRAUSS
J. Robert Oppenheiner- the martyr.
gave himexactly what he wanted. To
be renenbered for Trinity, not
Hi roshi ma, not Nagasaki. He should
be thanki ng ne.

SENATE Al DE
Vell, he's not.

Strauss | ooks at the Senate Aide's neck, wondering if he
could get one hand all the way around it. Speaking softly-

STRAUSS
Do you still have enough votes, or
is the crowning nonent of my career
about to becone the nost public
humliation of nmy life?

The Senate Aide | ooks down at his buck slip, counts his tally.

SENATE Al DE
You'l | scrape through.

Strauss | ooks at the Senate Ai de. He sml es.

STRAUSS
Then gat her the press.

CUT TGO
276 | NT. ROOM 2022, ATOM C ENERGY COWM SSI ON - DAY (COLOUR)

| sit with Garrison and listen to Gray pass judgnent..

( CONTI NUED)
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GRAY
J. Robert Oppenhei ner, this board,
havi ng heard testinony fromyou and
many of your current and forner
col | eagues has cone to the unani nous
conclusion that you are a | oyal
citizen...However, in the light of
your continuing associ ations and
di sregard for the security apparatus
of this country, together with your
somewhat di sturbing conduct in
relation to the Hydrogen bonb and
the regrettable | ack of candor in
certain of your responses to this
board, we have voted two to one to
deny the renewal of your security
cl earance.

| barely hear the rest...

GRAY ( CONT' D)
A full witten opinion, with a dissent
fromM.Evans will be issued to the
AEC in the com ng days. ..

The Board rises, aides start collecting files. Still dazed,
| take the phone from Garri son-
GARRI SON
It's Kitty.

KITTY (over phone)
Robert? Robert?

| take a breath. Not trusting ny voice..

OPPENHEI MER
Don't... don't... don't... take in
t he sheets.

CUT TGO
| NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W 277

We hear the press gathering behind the doors. Strauss checks
his tie inthe mrror. Snooths his hair. The Senate A de
enters, buck slip in hand.

STRAUSS
Is it official?

SENATE Al DE
|"mafraid there were a coupl e of
unexpect ed hol dout s.

Strauss freezes, absorbing the inpact.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
| ' m deni ed?

The Senate Aide | eaves himhanging for a beat.

SENATE Al DE
|"'mafraid so, sir.

Strauss doesn't know what to do or where to | ook.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
VWho were the hol douts?

SENATE Al DE
There were three, led by the junior
Senat or from Massachusetts. Young
guy, trying to nmake a nane for
hinmself. Didn't |ike what you did
to Oppenhei ner.

STRAUSS
VWhat's his nane?

The Senate Aide checks his tally...

SENATE Al DE
Unh..., Kennedy. John F. Kennedy.
CUT TO
278 EXT. OLDEN MANOR, BACK GATE OVERLOCKI NG THE | NSTI TUTE - DAY
(COLOUR)
| approach Kitty, who's been crying.
KITTY
Did you think if you let themtar
and feather you the world woul d
forgive you? It won't.
OPPENHEI MER
W'l see.
CUT TO

279 | NT. SENATE OFFI CE - DAY (B&W

Strauss listens to the hungry press pack beyond the door.
He TURNS on the Senate A de-

STRAUSS
Goddamm it! You told ne |I'd be fine!

SENATE Al DE
Vell, | didn't have all the facts,
did1? —

STRAUSS

| did what was right for this country.
They don't want me in the cabi net
roon? Maybe they should just invite
Oppenhei nmer i nst ead.

SENATE Al DE
Perhaps they will.

( CONTI NUED)
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STRAUSS
He turned the scientists against ne.
One by one. Starting with Einstein.
| told you about that? About
Ei nstein, by the pond?

The Senate Aide picks up Strauss's hat and coat. ..

SENATE Al DE
You did. But, you know, sir, since
nobody knows what they said to each
other that day, is it possible they
didn't talk about you at all? 1Is it
possi bl e t hey spoke about sonething..

Hands Strauss his hat and coat. ..

SENATE Al DE ( CONT' D)
...nore inportant?

Strauss | ooks at the Senate Aide |like he wants to kill him
The Senate Aide OPENS the office door and the FLASH BULBS
EAT STRAUSS ALI VE as we-

CUT TGO

EXT. LAKESIDE, | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRI NCETON - DAY
( COLOUR)

| approach the figure by the | ake. The figure's hat BLOAS
off, releasing a mass of GREY CURLS. Strauss watches from
the doorway as | SCOCOP up Einstein's hat...

El NSTEI N
Robert. The nman of the noment.

| hand him his hat. He | ooks out at the | ake.

El NSTEI N ( CONT' D)
You once had a reception for ne at
Berkel ey. Gave ne an award. You
all believed I1'd lost the ability to
understand what |'d started. So
that award wasn't for nme... it was
for all of you.

Einstein turns to ne.

El NSTEI N ( CONT' D)
Now it's your turn to deal wth the
consequences of your achi evenents.
And one day... when they've puni shed
you enough. ..
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281 | NT. CABI NET ROOM WH TE HOUSE - DAY 281

Dozens of formally attired GUESTS. Kitty by ny side. Many
faces, now older, are there- Rabi, Lawence, Frank, Jackie..

EI NSTEIN (V. Q)
They' Il serve sal non and potato sal ad,
make speeches, give you a nedal. ..

LYNDON JOHNSON pl aces a MEDAL around ny neck. | SMLE and
shake the President's hand. Kitty BEAMS as she, in turn,
shakes Johnson's hand... Frank cones up to ne, gives ne a
qui ck enbrace-
FRANK
You' re happy, |'m happy...
OPPENHEI MVER

Then 1" m happy you' re happy.
Lawr ence claps ne on the shoulder, smling affectionately...

EI NSTEIN (V. Q)
Pat you on the back and tell you al
is forgiven...

Tel |l er approaches, | smile and take his offered hand..
EINSTEIN (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Just renmenber. It won't be for you..

Teller turns to Kitty, offering the same smle and
handshake. . .

EINSTEIN (V. Q) (CONT' D)
...it"I'l be for them

Kitty STARES Teller down, letting his hand hang in the air
like a WLTING PLANT. .. and we-

CUT TO
282 EXT. LAKESI DE, | NSTI TUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRI NCETON - DAY 282
Einstein TURNS to leave. Up the hill, Strauss approaches..
OPPENHEI MVER
Al bert? Wien | canme to you with
t hose cal cul ati ons?

Ei nstein pauses. | watch raindrops make circles on the
surface of the pond...

( CONTI NUED)
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OPPENHEI MER ( CONT' D)
W were worried that we'd start a
chain reaction that woul d destroy
the entire world. ..

El NSTEI N
| renmenber it well. What of it?
OPPENHEI MVER

| believe we did.
Ei nstein PALES. TURNS, passing Strauss wi thout a word...
The sound of FEET STAWPI NG ..

CLOSE IN on ny staring eyes as | visualize THE EXPANDI NG
NUCLEAR ARSENALS OF THE WORLD. .. THE FEET, FASTER AND FASTER-

Wen | can take it no longer, I JAM ny eyes CLOSED and we-
CUT TO BLACK.

CREDI TS.

END.



	1	A VAST SPHERE OF FIRE, THE FIRE OF A THOUSAND SUNS, SLOWLY EATS THE NIGHTTIME DESERT.  A LINE OF BLACK TYPE APPEARS:
	1	A VAST SPHERE OF FIRE, THE FIRE OF A THOUSAND SUNS, SLOWLY EATS THE NIGHTTIME DESERT.  A LINE OF BLACK TYPE APPEARS:
	2	A FACE.  GAUNT, TENSE.  EYES TIGHTLY SHUT.  THE FACE SHUDDERS-THE SOUND CEASES AS MY EYES OPEN, STARING INTO CAMERA:
	2	A FACE.  GAUNT, TENSE.  EYES TIGHTLY SHUT.  THE FACE SHUDDERS-THE SOUND CEASES AS MY EYES OPEN, STARING INTO CAMERA:
	3	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (BLACK AND WHITE SEQUENCE)
	4	INT. CORRIDOR, SENATE BUILDING - MOMENTS LATER (B&W)
	5	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	6	INT. LABORATORY, CAMBRIDGE - DAY
	7	EXT. QUADRANGLE, CAMBRIDGE - EVENING
	8	INT. LECTURE HALL, CAMBRIDGE - CONTINUOUS
	9	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (BLACK AND WHITE)
	10	EXT. INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - DAY (B&W)
	11	INT. INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - CONTINUOUS (B&W)
	12	INT. PRESIDENT'S OFFICE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - MOMENTS LATER (B&W)
	12	INT. PRESIDENT'S OFFICE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - MOMENTS LATER (B&W)
	13	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	14	INT. ROOMS AT CAMBRIDGE - DAY
	15	EXT. QUADRANGLE, CAMBRIDGE - MOMENTS LATER
	16	INT. LABORATORY, CAMBRIDGE - DAY
	17	EXT. INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - DAY (B&W)
	18	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	19	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	20	INT. LECTURE HALL, LEIDEN - DAY
	21	INT. TRAIN, LEIDEN TO ZURICH - NIGHT
	22	INT. LECTURE HALL, ZURICH - DAY
	23	INT. SAME - LATER
	24	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	25	EXT. BERKELEY - DAY
	26	INT. CORRIDOR, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	27	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	28	EXT. CORRIDOR, BERKELEY - MOMENTS LATER
	29	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
	30	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - LATER
	31	A PACKED CLASSROOM, HANGING ON MY EVERY WORD AS I, NOW 32, SLIM, WELL-DRESSED, CONFIDENT, TEACH IN THE ROUND.  LAWRENCE LISTENS AT THE EDGE, FASCINATED.
	31	A PACKED CLASSROOM, HANGING ON MY EVERY WORD AS I, NOW 32, SLIM, WELL-DRESSED, CONFIDENT, TEACH IN THE ROUND.  LAWRENCE LISTENS AT THE EDGE, FASCINATED.
	31	A PACKED CLASSROOM, HANGING ON MY EVERY WORD AS I, NOW 32, SLIM, WELL-DRESSED, CONFIDENT, TEACH IN THE ROUND.  LAWRENCE LISTENS AT THE EDGE, FASCINATED.
	32	EXT. BERKELEY - DAY
	33	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - DAY
	34	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	35	EXT. HOUSE PARTY, SHASTA ROAD, BERKELEY - NIGHT (COLOUR)
	36	INT. LIVING ROOM, HOUSE PARTY, SHASTA ROAD, BERKELEY - NIGHT
	37	INT. BEDROOM - LATER
	38	EXT. NEW MEXICO - DAY
	39	EXT. CAMP SITE - EVENING
	40	INT./EXT TENT - NIGHT
	41	EXT. PERRO CALIENTE - MOMENTS LATER
	42	EXT. STREET, BERKELEY - DAY
	43	EXT. BERKELEY CAMPUS - DAY
	44	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	45	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - LATER
	46	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - MOMENTS LATER
	47	EXT. TATLOCK HOUSE, BERKELEY - NIGHT
	48	INT. MEETING HALL, BERKELEY - NIGHT
	49	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
	50	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	51	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	52	INT. HOUSE PARTY, TOLMAN HOUSE, PASADENA - NIGHT
	53	EXT. PERRO CALIENTE - DAY
	54	INT. TATLOCK'S BEDROOM - DAY
	55	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
	56	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	57	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	58	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	59	INT. CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	60	INT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, BERKELEY - NIGHT (COLOUR)
	61	EXT./INT. CHEVALIER HOUSE - NIGHT
	62	INT. LIVING ROOM, CHEVALIER HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER
	63	EXT. NEW MEXICO - EVENING
	64	INT. PRESIDENT'S DINING HALL, BERKELEY - DAY
	65	INT. CLASSROOM, BERKELEY - AFTERNOON
	66	INT. TRAIN, BERKELEY TO WASHINGTON DC - DAY
	67	EXT. CAR, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	68	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO BOSTON - NIGHT
	69	INT. LECTURE HALL, HARVARD - DAY
	70	INT. CORRIDOR, MIT - DAY
	71	INT. OFFICE, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN - NIGHT
	72	INT. QUADRANGLE, PRINCETON - DAY
	73	INT. TRAIN, PRINCETON TO SANTA FE - NIGHT
	74	EXT. LOS ALAMOS UNDER CONSTRUCTION - DAY
	75	INT. CONSTRUCTION CABIN, LOS ALAMOS - MOMENTS LATER
	76	INT. OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	77	EXT. LOS ALAMOS UNDER CONSTRUCTION - MOMENTS LATER
	78	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - DAY
	79	INT. SAME - DAY
	80	EXT. WOODS, PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY - DAY
	81	EXT. LAKE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY - MOMENTS LATER
	82	INT. CORRIDOR, BERKELEY - DAY
	83	INT. RAD LAB, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	84	INT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, BERKELEY - NIGHT
	85	INT. KITCHEN, OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, BERKELEY - CONTINUOUS
	86	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	87	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (BLACK AND WHITE)
	88	INT. SENATE OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER (B&W)
	89	INT./EXT. CAR DRIVING THROUGH LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR)
	90	INT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	91	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	92	INT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	93	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	94	EXT. NEW YORK STREET - NIGHT (B&W)
	95	INT. HOTEL, NEW YORK - NIGHT (B&W)
	96	INT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT (B&W)
	97	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR)
	98	INT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	99	EXT. 'MAIN STREET', LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	100	INT. OUTER OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
	101	INT. OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	102	INT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT (B&W)
	103	EXT. FOOTBALL STADIUM, CHICAGO - DAY
	104	INT. ATOMIC PILE, UNDERNEATH THE STADIUM, CHICAGO - DAY
	105	EXT. T-SECTION - DAY
	106	INT. CYCLOTRON BUILDING, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	107	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	108	EXT. T-SECTION - DAY
	109	INT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - LATER
	110	INT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT (B&W)
	111	INT. OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR)
	112	INT. COLONEL NICHOLS' OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER
	113	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	114	EXT. HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO - DAY
	115	INT. HOTEL LOBBY, SAN FRANCISCO - CONTINUOUS
	116	INT. CORRIDOR, HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO - CONTINUOUS
	117	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	118	INT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO - CONTINUOUS
	119	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	120	INT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO - NIGHT
	121	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	122	INT. ROOM 805, HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO - NIGHT
	123	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	124	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	125	EXT. BERKELEY CAMPUS - DAY
	126	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER
	127	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	128	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - MORNING
	129	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	130	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	131	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	132	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - DAY
	133	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	134	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - DAY
	135	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	136	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - DAY
	137	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	138	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	139	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	140	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	141	INT. LT.JOHNSON'S OFFICE - DAY
	142	INT. TRAIN, SANTA FE TO CHICAGO - DAY
	143	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	144	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	145	EXT. LOS ALAMOS - NIGHT
	146	INT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - LATER
	147	INT. SAME - LATER
	148	INT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION - LATER
	149	EXT. SNOWY WOODS, LOS ALAMOS - DAWN
	150	INT. LECTURE HALL, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	151	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	152	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	153	INT. HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT (COLOUR)
	154	INSERT CUT: BORDEN SPEEDS THROUGH THE NIGHT...
	155	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	156	EXT. LOS ALAMOS - DAY (COLOUR)
	157	INT. CYCLOTRON BUILDING, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	158	EXT. LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	159	EXT. CANYON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	160	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	161	EXT. BERM - DAY
	162	INT. HOTEL LOBBY, WASHINGTON DC - DAY
	163	INT. SECRETARY OF WAR'S OFFICE - DAY
	164	EXT. BASE OF STEEL TOWER, TRINITY SITE - DAY
	165	INT. T-SECTION, LECTURE HALL, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	166	EXT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	167	EXT. CANYON, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	168	EXT. STEEL TOWER, TRINITY TEST SITE - EVENING
	169	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - EVENING
	170	INT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - EVENING
	171	EXT. STEEL TOWER, TRINITY TEST SITE - NIGHT
	172	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - NIGHT
	173	INT. BUNKER, SOUTH OBSERVATION POST - NIGHT
	174	EXT. TRINITY SITE - NIGHT
	175	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	176	EXT. SOUTH 1500 POST - NIGHT
	177	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	178	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - NIGHT
	179	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	180	EXT. TRINITY SITE - CONTINUOUS
	181	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	182	EXT. HILL TOP DISTANT OBSERVATION POINT - CONTINUOUS
	183	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	184	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - MOMENTS LATER
	184	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - MOMENTS LATER
	185	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	186	EXT. DISTANT OBSERVATION POINT - CONTINUOUS
	187	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	188	EXT. STEEL TOWER, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	189	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	190	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	191	EXT. DISTANT OBSERVATION POINT - CONTINUOUS
	192	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	193	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	194	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	195	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	196	EXT. DISTANT OBSERVATION POINT - CONTINUOUS
	197	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	198	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	199	INT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	200	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	201	EXT. DISTANT OBSERVATION POINT - CONTINUOUS
	202	EXT. SOUTH OBSERVATION POST, TRINITY TEST SITE - CONTINUOUS
	203	EXT. BASE CAMP, TRINITY TEST SITE - MOMENTS LATER
	204	INT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	205	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	206	INT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	207	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	208	INT. OPPENHEIMER HOUSE, LOS ALAMOS - NIGHT
	209	INT. OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	210	INT. FOYER, OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
	211	INT. OFFICE, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	212	INT. CORRIDOR, T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	213	INT. OPPENHEIMER'S OFFICE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	214	EXT. LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	215	INT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - NIGHT
	216	INT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	217	INT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	218	INT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	219	INT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	220	INT. SAME - LATER
	221	INT. LOBBY, FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	222	EXT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - CONTINUOUS
	223	INT. LOBBY, OVAL OFFICE, THE WHITE HOUSE - DAY
	224	INT. OVAL OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
	224A	INT. LOBBY, OVAL OFFICE, THE WHITE HOUSE - CONTINUOUS
	225	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	226	INT. BALLROOM, PLAZA HOTEL - NIGHT (COLOUR)
	227	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	228	INT. CORPORATE AUDITORIUM - NIGHT (B&W)
	229	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	230	INT. LECTURE HALL, LOS ALAMOS - NIGHT (COLOUR)
	231	EXT. T-SECTION, LOS ALAMOS - NIGHT
	232	EXT. FULLER LODGE, LOS ALAMOS - DAY
	233	INT. SENATE OFFICE - MORNING (B&W)
	234	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	235	INT. CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ROOM - DAY
	236	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	237	INT. HOTEL ROOM, WASHINGTON D.C. - NIGHT
	238	INT. SENATE OFFICE - MORNING (B&W)
	239	INT. NICHOLS OFFICE, AEC - NIGHT (B&W)
	240	INT. FRONT HALL, STRAUSS RESIDENCE - NIGHT (B&W)
	241	INT. LIVING ROOM, STRAUSS HOUSE - NIGHT (B&W)
	242	INT. NICHOLS OFFICE, AEC - NIGHT (B&W)
	243	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (B&W)
	244	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	245	INT. LIVING ROOM, STRAUSS HOUSE - LATER (COLOUR)
	246	EXT. STRAUSS HOUSE - CONTINUOUS
	247	INT. STRAUSS CAR - NIGHT
	248	INT. VOLPE'S HOUSE - NIGHT
	249	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	250	INT. CORRIDOR OUTSIDE ROOM 2022 - DAY
	251	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	252	EXT. CORRIDOR OUTSIDE ROOM 2022 - DAY
	253	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - LATER
	254	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	255	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	256	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	257	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	258	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	259	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	260	INT. CORRIDOR OUTSIDE ROOM 2022 - DAY
	261	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	262	INT. SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING ROOM - DAY (B&W)
	263	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	264	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY
	265	INT. DINING ROOM, OLDEN MANOR, PRINCETON - NIGHT
	266	EXT. OLDEN MANOR, PRINCETON - NIGHT
	267	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	268	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	269	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	270	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	271	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	272	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	273	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	274	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	275	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	276	INT. ROOM 2022, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - DAY (COLOUR)
	277	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	278	EXT. OLDEN MANOR, BACK GATE OVERLOOKING THE INSTITUTE - DAY (COLOUR)
	278	EXT. OLDEN MANOR, BACK GATE OVERLOOKING THE INSTITUTE - DAY (COLOUR)
	279	INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY (B&W)
	280	EXT. LAKESIDE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - DAY (COLOUR)
	280	EXT. LAKESIDE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - DAY (COLOUR)
	281	INT. CABINET ROOM, WHITE HOUSE - DAY
	282	EXT. LAKESIDE, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON - DAY

