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IN THE 

INDIANA SUPREME COURT 

 

 CAUSE NO. 23S-OR-00311 

 

 

STATE OF INDIANA ON THE   )   

RELATION OF RICHARD ALLEN, )   

 Relator,      ) 

 )             

vs. ) Cause No. 08C01-2210-MR-000001  

)   

THE CARROLL CIRCUIT COURT )   

and THE HONORABLE FRANCES )   

C. GULL, SPECIAL JUDGE,  ) 

      Respondents.    ) 
 

MOTION TO APPEAR AS AMICUS CURIAE  

 

  The Indiana Public Defender Council, pursuant to Indiana Appellate Rule 41, 

seeks leave to appear as Amicus Curiae in the above captioned cause and in support 

states: 

1. Statement of Interest: Pursuant to Indiana Code Section 33-40-4-1, members of 

the Indiana Public Defender Council are public defenders, contractual pauper 

counsel, and other court appointed attorneys regularly appointed to represent 

indigent defendants. Pursuant to Indiana Code Section 33-40-4-5, the Indiana 

Public Defender Council has a duty to assist in representing the interests of the 

public defender council members and assisting in the fair administration of justice 

in Indiana.  IPDC is well-positioned to address the importance of independence of 

the defense function, a topic at the core of the work it does. 

2.  The Indiana Public Defender Council is substantively aligned with the Relator, 

Richard Allen. 
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3.  The Indiana Public Defender Council believes that an Amicus Curiae brief will 

assist this Court in addressing the importance of the independence of appointed 

counsel, especially as it relates to the removal and replacement of counsel.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

       /s/ Bernice Corley 

      Bernice Corley, 22315-49 

 

      /s/ Joel Schumm 

       Joel Schumm, 20661-49  

 

 

 

 *AMENDED* CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

The foregoing was served on November 6, 2023 (and again on November 8, 

2023) by electronic mail upon:  

 

The Honorable Frances C. Gull, Special Judge  

Carroll Circuit Court  

101 W Main St #206  

Delphi, IN 46923  

Frances.Gull@allensuperiorcourt.us  

 

And was served through IEFS on November 6, 2023 (and November 8, 2023) upon:  

 

Robert Cliff Scremin  

116 E Berry St, Suite 1200  

Fort Wayne, IN 46802  

robert@robertscreminlaw.com  

 

William Santino Lebrato  

116 E Berry St, Suite 500  

Fort Wayne, IN 46802  

william.lebrato@co.allen.in.us  

 

Nicholas Charles McLeland  

101 W. Main St., Suite 204  

Delphi, IN 46923  

nmcleland@carrollcountyprosecutor.com  
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Theodore Rokita, Indiana Attorney General  

efile@atg.in.gov 

Mark K. Leeman, #29109-09  

LEEMAN LAW OFFICE  

412 East Broadway  

Logansport, Indiana 46947 

markleeman@leemanlaw.com 

 

Cara Schaefer Wieneke, #24374-49  

WIENEKE LAW OFFICE, LLC  

P.O. Box 368  

Brooklyn, Indiana 46111  

cara.wieneke@gmail.com    

  

/s/ Joel Schumm 

        Joel Schumm, 20661-49  
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