
USS. Department of Justice

& Fedoral Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535
August 17.2023

MUCKROCK NEWS
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Request No: 1591407.000
Subject SPRINGER, GERALD NORMAN

Dear J. Ader
This sin response to your Freedom of information Act (FOIA) request. Please see the

paragraphs below for relevant information speci 10 your request as well as he enciosed FBI FOIPA
‘Addendum fr standard responses applicable foal requests.

The FBI has completed is review of records subjectf the FOIA tht are responsive 0 your
request. We made these records avaiable inthe FBI's clecronc FOIA Library (The Vaul) on the FBI's
Public webste, iz autfocov. On heighthand side of he home page. under the heading Vaul
Links” you can search for your subject alphabetically (cickon “A-Z Index’ by category (cick on
“Categories. o by entering text no ou search engine (cick on ‘Search Vaulr). Fo records responsive
101his request. please enter Gerald Springer as th search tem.

The available documents representa inal Vault posting of information responsivetoyour FOIA
request

Please see the selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request.

® Addiional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. Please inform us by
‘maligtact0n BI Gov o replying ough standard mal you would ke he
Bitoconducta searchoftha nics tour Cena Records System

Additional records responsive to your request were processed but are not currently
avaiable on The Vault. Please inform us by amajing oipaguesiions@Ibgov of replying
hoc tandard mel if you would le 1 ec ids, 4 ds

Plot delerto meu. awa Added hi idiisponces appivaieto
your request. "Fart 1 of theAdderdum includes siandard responses tha aprly fo al requests. “Fart 2°
Includes addtional standard responses that apply o all requestsfo records about yourself or any third party
indviduals. “Part 3" includes general information abou FBI records tha you may find useful. Also
enclosed is our ExplanationofExemptions

Adional information about he FOIPA can be found atvaraoucia._ Should you have
questions regarding your request, piease fee ree to conactfoipagucsionsbigov. Please eference the
FOIPA Request number sted above in al corespondence concerning you request

Please be advised that f you are seeking a new searchfo records, you may wish fo narfow the
scope of your request based on material that you have altady received. e.g. tmefiame or ocaty.
Atonaly. be aise hat “unusual Crcumstances' may apply. See 5U S.C. § 552 (a)E)E)() These
“unusual cumstances” wil delay our abi to make @ Gelerminaton on yout requestwin 20 days. See §
USC. §552 (a)6)(®) Additional. the paymento pertinent feesmay apply to your request. See 5 US.C. §
552 (a)@)(A)i). The application of ‘unusual cumstances"snotadeermination ofhow thFBI wil
respond 0 your substantive request.

|



fyou are not satisfied ith the Federal Bureau of Invsligaton's determination in response to tis
request, you may adminstrainel appeal by wing to he Directo, Office of Information Polcy (OIP). United
tes apartmentof dustice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530. or you may submit an
appeal trough OIPs FOIA STAR portal by creating an account folowing the insiructons on OIP's website:
ilo vwistic, govioiplsubmil-and-rackrequest.or-appeal. You appealmustbe postmarkedof
lectronically ransmited within ninety (60) days of the date of my response to your request. Ifyou submit
Your appeal by mal, oth the eter and the envelope should be clearly marked Freedom of Information Act
Aopeat Ploase ci the FOIPA Request Number assigned 10 you request so t may be easily identified

‘You may seek dispute resolution servicesbyemailing the FBI's FOIA Public Liaison at
loipaquestonsfalbgov. The subject heading should ceary tate “Dispute Resolution Services Please
es ct the FOIPA Redues! Nomber assigned to your requast so it may be easily dentfied. You may also
‘Contact the Officeof Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as
Totowa: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Adminiiration, 8601
delphi Road-GIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001,e-mailaoqis@naracot:elephoneat 202.741
5770, tol free at 1-877-684.6445; or facsimileat202-741-5760.

Sincerely.

Michael G. Seidel
Section Chief
Recordinformaion Dissemination Section
Information Management Division

Enclosures



FBI FOIPA Addendum

As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum
‘provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 ofthe Addendum includes standard responsesthat apply to al requests.
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for rocords about individuals o the extent your request seeks the listed
information. Part3includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs.

Part 1: The standard responses below applytoal requests:

() 5US.C.§552(c). Congress excluded threo categories of aw enforcement and natn security records from the
requirements of he FOIPA [5 U S.C. § 552(c). FBI responses aro limited to those records subject {othe requirements of the
FOIPA. Additonal information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on thewin. gov/oiawebsite.

() Intelligence Records. Tothe extent your request seeks records of ntfigence sources, methods, o acties, the FB can
efter confi nor denytheexistenceofrecords pursuant 0 FOIAexemptions (01). (b)(3), and as appicableto requests for
cordsabout individuals, PA exemption (2) [5U S.C. §5 552/552 (b)(). (b)(3). and ()@). The mere acknowiedgmentof
{he oxstence of nonexistence of such records is sell classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) andorwould reveal
Inteligence sources, methods, or actives protectedbyexemption (6) [50 USC§ 3024()(1)]. Thisis a standard response.
‘and shoud not be read to indicate that any such records doo do nol exis

Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals:

(0 Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neiher confirm nor deny the existence of any
Indidual's nameon a watch ict pursuantto FOIA exemption (0)7)(E) and PA exemption ()(2) [6 U'S.C §§ 55215528
(BIE). ()2) This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate thal watch st records do or do not exist

() RequestsforRecords about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confi nor deny.
he exstence of records which coud dentily any participant intheWitness Securty Program pursuant to FOIA exemption
(5)3) and PA exemplion ()2) [5 U S.C. §§ 552/852a (b)3), 18 U.S.C. 3621, and ()2)]. This s a standard response and
Should notbereadfo indicate that such recordsdoordont exis.

(i) Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confim nor dey the existence of confidential
informant records pursuant o FOIA exemptions (b)7)(D). ()7)(E). and ()7)(F) [5 U.S.C § 52 (57D). G)7E). and
(6)7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption ()(2) [5 U.S C.§ 552a ()2). The mere acknowiedgmen of he existence of nonexistence of
Suchrecordswould reveal confidential informant identities and information. expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger
he fe or physical safety of individuals. Ths is standard response and should not be read fo indicate that such records do or do
not ist

Part 3: General Information:

(1 Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Recordformation Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for
reasonably describedrecordsby searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), of locations where responsive
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consising of applicant, investigative,
inteligenca, personnel, administrative, and genera les comple by the FBI per ts law enforcement, inteligence, and
‘adminsrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising recordsof 81 Headauarters. FBI Field Ofces
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legals) workdwide: Elecironic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The
Standard searchpolcyis a search for main enti records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard searchdoesnol
Include a search for reference eniy records, adminisiratve records of previous FOIPA requests, ori gation fies.

a. Main Eni Rocords — created for individuals ofnon- individuals who are the subjects of the focus of
an investigation

b. Reference Eniiy Records. created fo individuals or non-ndiiduals who are associated with a case.
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation

) FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI cares out a dual aw enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual
mission, he FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every.
person, subject, o ent

(i) Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, heFroedomof InformationActprovides thaa federal agency may
withhold responsive records only I (1) the agency reasonably foresees tha disclosure would harm an inerest protected by one
ofthe ine exempions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by aw (5 United States Code, Section
552(a)(B)AX0). The FBI considers thi foreseeable ham standard in the processing of is requests.

(Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheats. The Criminal Justice information Services (CJIS) Division
provides Identy History Summary Checks —often refered to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history
fecords are not the same as materia in an investigative ‘FB fle” An Identity History Summary Check i a sting of
Informatio taken from figerpant cards and documents submited f the FBI in connection wih arrests, federal employment,
naturaizaton, of millary service. For foe individuals can request a copy ofthe dently History Summary Check. Forms
‘and directions can be accessed atwi foGovlaboutus/cisdenity-hisionysummary-checks. Additionally. requests can be
Submited electronically atwi. 40.c15.g0v. For additonal information, please contact CIS directly at (304) 626-5590.



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(6X1) (A) speifically authorizedunder trio cstablished by an Executive order 1 be kept secret nth intrest of national defense o foreign
policy and (3) ae inftproperly classified 0 such Exceutve onder

(6X2) related soley tothe nrnl personne ules and practicesofan agen:

(63) specifically xcmped romdisclosureby statue other tha ston $S2bofthis le). provided that such saute (A) reir tht the
ats be wahchd fom he public in such a manners 1 laveno discretiono issue, or (B) establishesparticularcia for withholding
or efrs to parila typesofmatters be withheld

(5X0) tradesecrets and commercial or financial information obainedfrom apersonandpiled or confidential:

(6X8) inter-agency or intvsgeney memorandums or eters which would notbe available by aw 1a pay oer than an agency in ligation with
the agency:

(6X6) personnel and medical files and similar fies the disclosureof which would constitute clearly unwarranted invasion ofpersonal privacy:

(8X7) econdso information compiledfoaw enforcement purposes, but only 0 the exent ha he production ofsuch aw enforcement records
or information A) couk reasonablybe expected o tree wih enforcement proceedings. I) would derivaperson ofa ight (0a
iraria oran paral adjudication, C) coukd rsssonsbiy be expectedtoconsiutean unwarrnied invasionofpersonal privacy. (D)
Could reasonably be capectedtodisclose the dentofconfidential source, including a State. loal. or foreignagencyor suthriy or any
Private nstituton which ormished information on confidential basi, and nthecase ofreord or formation compiled by a criminal a
forccment author nth course fa criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a awful tional security intelligence
enigation. information fumishdby confidential source 1) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
{ivenigationsor prosecutions. or would disclose guidelines for lw forcement investigationsor prosecutionsifsuchdisclosure could

| asonsbly be expected 10 risk circumvention ofthe law, or (F) could reasonably be expected 0 endanger he for physical safetyofany
Individual:

(6X8) contained no related to examination, operating. or condion reports prepared by, onbehalf of. o for the seofan ageney responsive for
the regulation or supervision of financial Institutions: o-

(6X9) geological nd geophysical informationanddat. includingmapsconcerningwell.

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION $824

(ONS) informationcompiled in reasonableanticipationof civil actionproceeding:

Xa) materia reporting investigative cfforts pertainingfo he enforcementoferiminal aw including efforts 0 preven, contro. oreduce crime:
or apprehend criminals:

(KX1) information which s curently and propery classified pursuant 0 an Executive order nthe intrest ofthe national defense or foreign
policy. fo example. information invahing incligence sources or methods:

(002) investigatory material compiled fo law enforcement purposes, thr tha criminal which did no result inlossofa ight, bef of
privilege under Fda programs. or which would idemify asource ho furished information pursuant 0: promise hat his deity
Would be held in confidence: |

(6X3) material maintained in connsetion with providing procetve servis to the President ofthe United Sises orany othe individual pursant
0 he authriy of Tie 18, United Stes Code. Section 3056:

(00) required by saat 0 be maintained nd usd soley as saistcal records:
(KS) investigatory material compiled sey for the purposeofdetermining sabi, lg.or qualifications for Federal civilian

ployment orfo cces classified information, the disclosureof which would evel he entityof the person who furnished
formation pursuantto 3 promise that ishr deity wouldbe held in confidence:

(KK6) testingor examination material usedtodering individual qualifications for appoinmentor promotion in Federal Goverment service
heeaseofwhich would compromise the sing or examination roses

(KT) materia used to determin poten fo promotion in the armed services, the disclosureofwhich would eal the deny ofthe person
‘who furnished the materi] pursuant ta promise that ister entity would be held in confidence

FIDO)


