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The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's
Office has completed its review of allegations that Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department (LASD) Deputy Braulio Robledo, Serial #503648, committed the crime of
Robbery in violationofPenal Code § 211. We are unable to prove the corpus delicti of
the crime because the alleged Victim is uncooperative. Therefore, this Office is unable to

initiate criminal proceedings against Robledo

The following analysis is based upon documents submited by the LASD through
Sergeant Alfred Salazar, Internal Criminal Investigations Bureau.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

On January 2, 2020 at approximately 3:00 a.o., INR left the Commerce Casino in
his car and was immediately pulled over for an expired registration at the intersection of
Telegraph Road and Washington Boulevard. ISS stated that he was pulled out of
his vehicle by an unknown deputy, patted down for weapons, and placed in the back ofa
black and white police SUV." The deputy searched—vehicle then let him go
with a warning for the vehicle violation.
IN is on employe at the Commerce Casino and is familiarwith[NS On
January 2, 2020, JE. ended her shit and as she headed home she observed a traffic
stop take place on Telegraph Road, across the street from the casino. As she drove past
the vehicle being pulled over, she immediatelyrecognized ISMN as the driver. She
did not sce the deputy, nor did she remember if the patrol vehicle was a sedan or an SUV.
Ithen called her co-workerIEEE, who is friendswithI,and
informed her that JESSE had just been pulled over.
I(01d investigators that she had worked at the Commerce Casino for over five
years and came to knowINE through his play at the casino. IM. considered
EE: personal friend. [NM stated on January 2, 2020 she received a phone
call fromIE. at approximately 3:11 a.m, advising her that [ESN had been
contacted by law enforcement after leaving the Commerce Casino. [II told
investigators that she spoke toBEBE by telephone immediately after his contact
with law enforcement. ISSN informed IER that he was pulled over, taken out
of his vehicle, and searched. [Jl told investigators thatI sounded angry
and he told her he was shaken up, scared, and felt violated.

Irecalled thatIEEE told her carlier that evening, while he was still playing.
poker at the casino, that he had poker chips in his backpack. She told IESE that he
should check his backpack to make sure the poker chips were stil there. NEN then
advised her over the phone that he was missing $500 in poker chips. [I reed
Io file 2 police report

"IN described the deputyas a male Hispanic, mid 30s, approximately $'9” i height, weighing
spprosimtely 180 to 200 pounds.
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Atabout 5:01 a.m., IESE called the East Los Angeles Sheriff Station and spoke to
Sergeant Initial to report this incident. [SNR asked Initial for the nameofthe
deputy who conducted the traffic stop. Initial informed INSEE that he would look
into the matter.
Initial senta Mobile Digital Computer (MDC) message to units assigned to patrol the city
of Commerce inquiring if any of the deputies contacted [IEE There were three
deputies assigned to the area: Braulio Robledo, Israel Martinez, and Eric Chinarian.
Martinez and Chinarian both responded to the message indicating they had not contacted
I Robledo did not respond to the message.
Initial conducted a Unit Details check of the three deputies and discovered Robledo
conducted a ficense plate checkofJERR vhicle through California DMV
database at 3:01 a.m
At approximately 6:00 a.m, Initial contacted Robledo in the Watch Sergeant's Office and
asked himifhe conducted a traffic stopof[Msvehicle. Robledo denied
conducting a traffic stop ofJ's vehicle, denied contactingIED. and
denied stopping any vehicles near the area of Telegraph Road and Washington
Boulevard, in the City of Commerce.
At approximately 9:00 a.m, Sergeant Escobedo responded to the Chevron gas station
located across the street from the Commerce Casino and reviewed surveillance footage.
The surveillance footage revealed that on January 2, 2020 at 3:01 a.m., an SUV-type
patrol vehicle initiated a traffic stopof a black sedan. The conclusion of the trafic stop is
not observed on the surveillance footage as both cars continued driving past the
surveillance camera's viewing angle.

The MDC i a fully functioning computer capableof processing a variety ofapplications, such as
automated report writing, mapping systems, suspect photos, automated fingerprint identification, ive video
from surveillance cameras, automated license plat recognition systems, crime analysis, an other law
enforcement tools. The MDC i iso paired withthe LASD Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system,
which enables complaindesk personnelto dispatch cals fo srvice and ype information o patel unis.
The Unit Details sa document chronologically isting he actviis ofeach patrol unit logged on for hat

shiftas it ocurred via the Mobil Digital Terminal The captured activity includes, but i ot imited 0:
calls fo service, timesof aval and completion of cals, database inquiries such as wanicd persons oF
Vehicles, and requests for report and booking numbers.
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Escobedo also located a video surveillance camera outside of the Central Basin

Municipal Water District, located across the street from the Commerce Casino. The

surveillance footage captured an SUV-type patrol vehicle conduct a traffic stop on
Telegraph Road on January 2, 2020 at approximately 3:01 a.m.
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Its hard to discern what is happening on the footage due to the red and blue flashing
police lights that blind the camerafootageas the lights rotate. Nevertheless, the video
appears to show a deputy pull over a vehicle and remove the occupant from the driver's
side door.
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The deputy then directs the single occupantofthe vehicle to the back passenger door of
the patrol vehicle where the deputy conducts a pat down search of the driver. The deputy
then places the driver in the back seat ofthe police vehicle and closes the door. The
deputy then appears to open both front doors of the civilian vehicle and appears to search
the vehicle.
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Escobedo determined thatthe only SUV-type patrol vehicle assigned to the City of
‘Commerce at the timeofthe incident was assigned to Robledo. Priorto his shift,
Robeldo completed and signed a Drivers Tour of Duty Equipment Record form which
reflected the SUV vehicle number SH6454.

The Driver’ Tour of Duy Equipment Reportfocihe depts ms, cploye nbc,iedvice mat lap, and SplSupSERdep Dgenpal dep EA rynd Ep ignhkpohrf
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Figures Sand 6 LSDToarofDuy Form and SUF reflecting the same vehicle number.

“The forensic data obtained from the vehicle's MDT showed the vehicle traveled east on
Telegraph Road, approached Washington Boulevard, and came to a stop at 3:02 a.m. The
police vehicle was stopped on the street until it began moving again at 3:10 a.m.

Iocrviens
On January 7, 2020, at approximately 7:13 p.m., Escobedo and Lieutenant Geoffrey
Chadwick interviewedJEM a the LASD East Los Angeles station
INcd he ws a professional poker player. On January 1, 2020, at
‘approximately 12:29 p.m. he arrived at the Commerce Casino and played at the “No
Limit Hold’Em” poker section. He remained at that sectionofthe casino until he cashed
out his chips at the cashier's office. [Ell stated he did not drink any alcoholic
beverages during this periodoftime.

EEtotcd that he triple counted the amount of chips he had in his possession at an
empty poker table prior to cashing out. IMSS assured the investigators that the
Commerce Casino security cameras captured this. INN stated that he used a poker
income tracker application on his cell phone to track his loses and earnings while he
played at the Casino. IE showed the investigators the application.
Escobedo noted that the application showed that Ill stopped gambling on
January 2, 2020 at 2:51 a.m. and thatJESSEN cashed out in the amount of $2,636.

noting anydamageormissing items, and providestatementofthe vehicle's general condition. The
completed form is submitedto the watch sergeant
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Figure 7: ScreenshotofMichael .'s oer rocker pplication.
I:plzined that he only cashed outa portion of his poker chips. Prior to
exiting the casino, he placed $1,036 in U.S. Currency and fifteen $100 white poker chips
inside a small black pouch.* He then closed the zipper and placed the pouch inside his
black backpack. INSEE. cxited the casino and entered his vehicle, a black 2009
Lexus IS 250, that was parked in the casino parking lot. INES placed his backpack on
the front passenger seat of his vehicle and drove away.
Iited the Commerce Casino parking lot by turing lef onto eastbound
Washington Boulevard. Within seconds a black and white patrol vehicle pulled him over
in front ofaChevron gas station. I. merged into the number one lane and
stopped his vehicle directly in front of an unknown building located at the comer of
Telegraph Road and Washington Boulevard.
IN stotcd 2 Hispanic deputy, 5°09” or 5°10”, weighing about 1800 190 pounds
‘with spiked brown hair, exited the black and white SUV and approached [Is
vehicle. The deputy advisedIN that he was stopped for expired registration.
Ictricved his driver's license from his wallet and handed it to the deputy. The
deputy removed[Jl from the vehicle, placed his hands behind his back, and
escorted him to the front hoodofthe patrol vehicle. The deputy conducted a pat down
searchofhis person.Either[lllor the deputy removed the contents ofINE
I: pocket—a cell phone, a wallet, and two casino chips valued at $1 each—and placed
them on the hood of the patrol vehicle. The deputy thenplaced[NEED in the back of
the patrol vehicle. [J as not handcuffed.
IN stated he was placed in the backofthe vehicle via the back-passenger patrol
‘door and the deputy closed the door. The deputy then entered the front driver's side door

SI iterated malipl times that he laced 15white $100 poker chips n his backpack.
Esregistration expired on December 12,2019.
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ofmum's vehicle. Although [IMBs vebicic had tinted windows,INE
was able to see illumination from a flashlight come from the inside of his vehicle. The
deputy then exited the driver's side door, walked around the vehicle, and entered the front
passenger side door. [NM estimated that the deputy searched the insideofhis
Dele or approximately two to three minutes. JENS did not give the deputy
permission to search his vehicle
The deputy completed the search and entered the passenger sideof the patrolvehicle and
swipe BMIdriver license through the card reader i the police vehicle.
IRIN he saw a gecen font on the compute screen appear with his name and
address on it. The deputy then recited [IE's address and asked him to confirm the.
information. INR acknowledged that he stil resided at that address. The deputy
Stated he was going to letIEE off with a warning and advised IEEE ht his
vehicle could be towed if he did not pay the registration within the next three months.

[I :cknowledged this information and he was then released without a citation.

Icotered his vehicle and drove home. Once he arrived home, he took the items.
outof his backpack and noticed that five $100 white commerce casino poker chips were
missing. He added that chips were the “only thingthat’s missing. No cash.”—
returned to his vehicle to search for the chips, however, he did not find them
Imincdiately drove back to the Commerce Casino and inquiredifthey had
video surveillance which would depict that he had 15 white poker chips in his possession
when he left the casino. The casino personnel wviv EE that the situation was
now a law enforcement issue and they would not let see any of the footage.
Commerce Casino Surveillance Footage
At approximately 2:40 a.m., casino surveillance video shows [IEE leave a poker
table with his chips and backpack.
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NE walks to an empty poker table and proceeds to count his money and poker
chips.
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After counting his money, IMM places some chips and money in a small black bag
and places the bag in the backpack. The rest of the chips he kept in a chip tray. At
approximately 2:54 a.m., ISS walks to a cashier window and hands the chips in
the tray to the cashier. The cashier spreads out the chips and pays $834 to[EEE
which [BSE places in his left outside pocket of his sweatshirt.
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Icits the north casino doors and walks through the parking lot.
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I vers his vehicle and drives on Tubeway Avenue to the intersection of
Telegraph Road. [EEE. then tums left (castbound) onto Telegraph Road.
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fewseconds atcIMslet an LASD SUV is seen driving eastbound on
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‘Figure 13: SUVpolice vehicle driving castbound on Telegraph Road behind Michael D.

I:pro:ches a stop light at the northbound on/off ramp for the 5 freeway. The
police SUV stopsbehindIMMER vchiclc in the adjacent lane.
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Figure4: Thepolice SUVisbehind] voice.
‘The light tums green and both vehicles drive through the intersection. At 3:01 a.m, the
light bar on the SUV begins to flash red/yellow/blue as the SUVapproachesINEE's
vehicle.
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At approximately 4:29 a.m, [JMlll v21ks into the Commerce Casino security office.
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Figure 16 enters the Commerce Casinosecurity office a approximately 4:29 a.m.
Commerce Casino Report
Ian ciployeeof the Commerce Casino Surveillance Department, authored a
report in this case. [SSN noted that patron SENN. entered the security office at
he Commerce Casi henry 2, 2020 at approximately 4:20 am. (EEN
described how an unknown police deputy pulled him over after he left the casino.
INxtc he was released and went home. WhenBES arrived home, he
‘noticed $500 in $100 chips was missing from his backpack. INN was advised that
this incident occurredoffcasino property andthat[NSN should file a police report.
J. come back to the casino around 4:50 a.m. and advised security personnel that
he had called LASD and filed a police report.
Ifither explained that before the theft, prior to leaving the casino, IN
went to an empty table to count his money. Prior to counting his money,NER
removed additional chips and cash he had stored in his backpack. INSEE then
proceeded to count the total amountof money in his possession. The total he counted
was derived from three sources: the chips he was gambling with that were outside his
backpack, the chips that were stored in his backpack, and the cash that was stored in his
backpack.
‘The Commerce security personnel advised [Ill that no reviewofthe surveillance
footage would take place until such a review was requested by law enforcement
At approximately 10:10 p.m. LASD requested that Commerce Casino conducta review
ofthe surveillance videos to see if they support INES's claims.
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Security ReviewofIll Counting his Money
The security footage shows that on January 2, 2020, at approximately 2:40 a.m., INN
I IR Tabie 35, seat 2, with hs rackof chips and his backpack. [JENN lked over
to an empty Table $ and began to count his chips and cash.

[0315] T30 315: 20-01-02_SUR-(a()

Figure 17 counting his chipsandcash at an empty poker able.
The security personnel calculated the chips fromIRRchip rack as follows: $795
in five-dollar chips, $100 in a single one hundred dollar chip, and $41 in single-dollar
chips.
JN then removed five $100 bills in cash and $1200 in twelve one hundred dollar
chips from a small black bag that he retrieved from inside the backpack. [SS took
the single $100 chip from the chip rack and added it to the twelve one hundred dollar
chips he removed from the bag.[Ithen put the thirteen one hundred dollar chips
and the five $100 bills back in the small black bag. [ESN then put the small bag
back in the backpack
‘The total value of cash and chips located inside of his backpack at this time was $1,800.
The total value of the chips ISM had left on the chip rack was $836.
Surveillance video shows thotJENwalked over to the cashier and produced all the
chips from the rack, excluding two $1 chips. In exchange, the cashier handed IESE
$834 in cash. [EEN folded the cash and placed it in his let outside pocketof his
sweatshirt.
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Based on the Commeres securty personnel’ sviow ofthe survllancs foto, he tote
amount of chips and cash in his possessionwhen[Jilited the casino was
$2,636—the exact amount[EEE had listed in his poker tracker application.

J—
On February 18, 2020, Satz tt JERI voicemail requesting a call bec
On February 20, 2020, a certified eter was mailed toJENN reves IN
to contest Seezas
On February 26, 2020, Salazar left IEEEasccond voicemail asking for a return

call. Shortly thereafter, Salazar received an email fromIll. The email stated that
IN ++ no longer desirous of p wd di not wank to participaic
future interviews. He specified that he declined any further participation in the case due
Lo fear of “deputy ange beter know a “Los Barcitos IEEE sated he “would
be putting his life in danger” if he cooperated.
On March 5,2020, Salazar sn IEEE an esnil requesting that he participate in an
ATA rrEECW
identify the deputy. [IEEE responded to the email reiterating his position to not be
voted
On July 1, 2021, the reviewing Deputy istrict Attorney (DDA) and District Atomey
Investigator (DAT) Adam B. door knocked INEEEEEER's listed residence in Whittier

They spoke toJEES's parents and informed the parents that the District Attorney's
Office 1 Curenly reviewing this case and requesting to nerview SNE The DDA
and DAI both left their business cards with their cell phone numbers. The handling DDA

ooriat  voigaman orf, wetoret = oet onc NRE never ceed
ther the DDA or DAI
Qn july 12.2021, he reviewing DDA sent an emai oIEEE rquestin a cal back.
IRRrc called or ema th DA in response
On uly 22, 2021, the DAI eile the DD and advised thtEER had no called
him back. Additionally, the DAI indicated that he would continue to utilize department

ornare to oy ont YtoBRR wiv coven vertanas was arpa
On August1, 2021, ESSEemailed the DAI back and reiterated, “I am not interested
in investigating the case.”
On August 10, 2021, the DAI informed the DDA that he had a possible address for

Inan Diego. However when the DA called the umber sssosiated with
"nat address, he ws informed that EER did ot reid he.
On September 9.2021, the DAI updated the DDA that he was unable to locate the current

address for [EE
On October 5, 2021, the DDA emailed Salazar inquiring if Salazar can again attempt to
locateIEEE
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On October 19, 2021, Salazar emailed the DDA back stating that he was unable to locate
a current addressforIEE
On January 6, 2022, the DAI emailed the DDA and informed him that there was still no
known residential address for ISSN, tha!MEN. was not returning any phone
calls, and that “we were pretty much out of options with this case.”
LEGAL ANALYSIS
The Law
A defendant in a criminal case is presumed to be innocent. This presumption requires
that the People prove a defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Proof beyond a
reasonable doubl is proof that leaves the jury vith an abiding conviction thatthe chargeis
true. CALCRIM No. 220.
In evaluating a witness's testimony, jurors may consider anything that reasonably tends to
prove or disprove the truth or accuracy of that testimony. Among the factors that jurors
may consider are:

1. How well was the witness able to remember and describe what happened?
2. Did other evidence prove or disprove any fact about which the witness testified?
3. Did the withoss make a statement in the past that is consistent or inconsistent with

his or her testimony?
CALCRIM No. 105.
The testimonyofonly one witness can prove any fact. Before you conclude that the
testimonyof one witness proves a fact, you should carefully review all the evidence.
CALCRIM No. 301
Allofthe following elements must be proven before Robledo may be found guilty of
robbery:

1. Robeldo took property that was not his own;
2. The property was in the possession ofIEEE:
3. The property was taken fromIEor his immediate presence;
4. The property was taken againsIRs will;
5. Robledo used force or fear to take the property or to prevent [NEE from

resisting; and
6. When Robledo used force or fear, he intended todeprive[NEofhis

property permanently.
CALCRIM No. 1600.

7 On March9, 2023, the DAI textedIE to make ne final attempt 0 contact him. Asof March 22,
2023,IER id not respond.
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With the current state of the evidence, there is insufficient evidence to prove beyond a
reasonable doubt that Robledo stolefromIES
The only evidence that a theft occurred comes from IEEE statements. INN
confirmed at his house, away from any cameras or other witnesses, that he was a victim
oftheft. He based his conclusion on the total amountof white chips he believed he had
whan he left the casino compared to how many white chips he had when he arrived
home.
Although the law allows a single witness to prove a fact, jurors are specifically directed
to “carefully review all the evidence” prior to concluding a fact is proven by a single
witness. Additionally, jurors are directed to look at whether “other evidence proves or
disproves any Fact about which the witness testificd to” in evaluating the accuracy ofa
witness's testimony.
JNccd multiple times that he placed 15 white poker chips in his bag. He
stated that he triple counted his money and that the Commerce Casino surveillance
cameras would corroborate this fact. Armed with this knowledge,IEEE stated he
knew the deputy took five white poker chips since he only had ten left over when he
arrived home.
I, however, was wrong, The casino surveillance appears to show that [IER
I had 13 white chips, not 15, when he left the Commerce Casino. Thus, Robledo may
not have taken five white poker chips iIEEE till had ten in his posscssion after

the traffic stop. ‘Therefore,BEM may have been wrong about how many $100
white chips were missing afte the traffic stop. Further JES specifically stated
that no cash was taken. SinceIMB had an app tracker that counted the amount of
money with which he walked away from the casino, it is possible that INSEE vas
confused as to the source of the missing $500. It is possiblethatIEE thought he
had 15 white chips, when in fact he had 13. It is possible that the additional two white
chipsIEE believe he had were actually accounted for in cash and that Robledo
actually stole a combinationof chips and cash totaling $500. On the other hand, it is also
possible thatIEE simply miscounted the amount of cash and chips he had when he.
seturned home, similar 10 his miscalculationof the number of white chips in his
possession when he left the casino, and that, in fact, no money was stolen during the
police encounter.
As such, a follow up interview withI. is necessary to determine if he can
sufficiently explain his error in calculations. As noted in detail above, the LASD and the
District Attomey’s Office have made many attempts to locate MEG——_-:__Is
whereabouts remain unknown. Further, there is no indication that even if located,
JD will cooperate with law enforcement, as evidenced by BEER's clear
refusals in past email communications to participate with law enforcement interviews.

Basedon[Ns potential error in what was missing after the traffic stop, his
subsequent refusals to cooperate with law enforcement, his unknown location, and his.
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status as the sole witness who can testify to the theft, the People cannot prove beyond a
reasonable doubt that Robledo stole from [I
CONCLUSION
Given the Victim's lackof cooperation and availability, there is insufficient evidence for
the People to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Robledo committed a robbery.


