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Al-Zaidi threw both of his shoes
at Bush — who was conducting a
joint press conference with Prime

is and others in the Arab world

hailed al-Zaidi as a hero.
According to news agencies,

the Iraqi courtroom was cleared

people” and a “natural response
to the occupation.”

Al-Zaidi had been held in Iraqi
custody since the shoe-throwing.

tion, according to the military’s
numbers.
No deaths were reported by

sion, IT Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

From The Associated Press

Oubaidy market seen as gateway to progress

By STEVE MRAZ
Stars and Stripes

OUBAIDY, Iraq — Approaching the
market in this area of eastern Baghdad,
one is nearly overwhelmed by its sights,
smells and sounds.

Covered by flies and unrefrigerated,
fish for sale lie in the sun.

Residents snake through the crowded
narrows between vegetable stands.

Children pester soldiers for watches,
pens, chocolate, money or anything else.

Once past the squatters’ stands, the
market improves drastically. Things are
calmer, cleaner and shaded inside. Mer-
chants in hard-stand storefronts sell spic-
es, scarves, shoes and other sundries. For
a moment, it’s not unlike flea markets in
some European cities.

The 82nd Airborne Division’s 2nd Bat-
talion, S0Sth Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment is undertaking an effort to improve
the Oubaidy market, which it sees as a
vehicle to better overall conditions in the
area.

“Oubaidy is really the fringe,” said Maj.
Jeff Bramlett, the executive officer of 2nd
Battalion, SOSth Parachute Infantry Reg-
iment. “It’s right on the edge of some re-
ally bad areas. It’s gotten bad in the past.
It’s sort of on the tipping point. What we’re
trying to do is come in, get the Neighbor-
hood Action Councils involved, get their
input, try to get them on board and then
we come in with

the projects.” For an audio slideshow
The goal of the |ook at the market in
projectsis to estab- Oubaidy, go to

lish a safe, secure k
market that would
be an economic
engine in the area,
providing jobs and injecting money into
the local economy.

A throng of illegal squatters’ stands
impedes entry into the formal market.

“It doesn’t facilitate a lot of business at
times,” said Capt. Adisa King, command-
er of Company A, 2nd Battalion, S0Sth
Parachute Infantry Regiment. “People
just kind of gather there. What we want to
do is show them that, economically, you
can get yourself sustained and this is how
we can help you.”

A better market would also serve as
a viable alternative for those tempted
to engage in violent activity — a point
Bramlett summed up in a conversation
with the owner of a fruit stand.

“Who wants to blow something up
when they can make money?” Bramlett
asked.

Nine different projects are slated for
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Capt. Scott Young of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, patrols a street in the
impoverished town of Oubaidy, Iraq. Coalition forces are specifically targeting the trash-laden market in hopes of strengthening
the historically neglected suburb of the capital.

the Oubaidy market. Specifically, the
battalion wants to increase accessibil-
ity to the market by improving the sur-
rounding roads. Some roads in the area
are flooded with 10 to 14 inches of sew-
age. Work should begin on the projects
later this month. Additionally, micro-
grants of a few thousand dollars each will
also be offered to help business owners
in the market. During a visit to the mar-
ket Wednesday, Bramlett told merchants
to talk to their Neighborhood Action
Council about how they want the market
improved.

The market-improvement plan in Ou-
baidy is something the battalion is work-
ing on to replicate in the other areas
where it operates.

“Right now, it varies from area to area,”
Bramlett said. “Markets are a good focus
for us. It’s something that people are be-
hind. It brings in a lot of other things.
Micro-power generation is another one
to address a lot of the energy concerns. It
varies a little bit, depending on what the
needs of the people are in that area.”

Parachute Infantry Regiment, jokes around with his Iraqi National Police
counterpart after patrolling a nearby market Wednesday in Oubaidy, Iraq.

E-mail Steve Mraz at: mrazs@estripes.osd.mil
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