
E-FILED 2023 AUG 01 11:57 AM STORY - CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT

Defendant; EYIOMA UWAZURIKE
CASENO: 2023010833

Page ots

we
IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR STORY COUNTY

STATE OF loWA
vs
Verne Betore the PresidingEVIOMA UWAZURIKE. brit,

Defendant
ows Disc Court

i |
Address:

Criminal No. 2023010833

COMPLAINT

The Defendant, EYIOMA AKUNNA UWAZURIKE
is sccusdof the crime of TAMPERING WITH RECORDS
in tha th Defendantdid, onbetween the aes of2072021 7102022 in Sony County, ows, DID KNOWINGLYAND INTENTIONALLY FALSIFY PERSONAL ELECTRONIC SPORTS WAGERING RECORDS BYCONCEALING HIS PERSONAL IDENTITY IN SAID RECORDS WITH THE INTENT T0 DECEIVE ORCONCEAL A WRONGDOING KNOWING HE HAD NO PRIVILEGE OR RIGHT 10D0 S01
inviolaionof Secon 715A. ofthe lows Criminal Code.
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Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me tis rst day of Au, 2023
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STATE OF IOWA) ss. EYIOMA UWAZURIKE
Story County)

AFFIDAVIT
“The undersigned, being first duly sworn, tates the following i support ofprobable cause to belive the offense:charged hereon has been committed and thatthe Defendant has committed it:
In 2018, the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act (PASPA), also known as the Bradley Act, wasjudicially overtumed by the United States Supreme Court. This landmark decision effectively eliminated federa restrictions,allowingfrthe legalization ofsports wagering. Consequently, individual states were grantedtheauthorityto lgalize andregulate sports wagering within theirjurisdictions. Towa Joined this movement in May 2019, becoming the 11h state in thenationtolegalize sports wagering. Currently, there are nineteen licensed sportsbooks operating in theStateof owa.
In low, authorized sports wagering operates within a framework defined by specific state laws, rules, andregulations. Private companies offering sports wagering services must obain a license to operate from the lowa Racing andGaming Commission (hercafte referred tas IRGC). Licensed sports wagering companies are required to adhere 10acomprehensive set ofregulations drafted by IRGC, which aims to ensure the integrityofgambling activities and failate

proper taxation (IAC 491-13.1(99F). IRGC is also responsible forapprovingthe “TermsofUse”drafedby licensed sportsWagering companies, which establishes enforceable conditions or customers who utilize their wagering platforms. Licensed
companies are expected to make reasonable efforts o enforce procedural safeguards and prevent unacceptable and unlawful
activites on their platforms.

Towa code chapters 99F and 99E detail several criminal prohibitions pertaining to sportsbook and fntasy sports‘wagering. Persons under the ageof 21 are prohibited fom participating in gambling activities within the stat. Individuals arealso prohibited from knowingly allowing someone under the ageof 21 to place wagers in th sate. Any actions that couldpotentially manipulate or ater the outcome ofa gameor contest, thereby compromisingth integrity ofwagering lines, areprohibited
Towa code Chapter $0.25 designates th Iowa DivisionofCriminal Investigation (DC) as the primary criminal

investigative and enforcement agency for the purposeofenforcementof chapters 99D, 99F and 99F. Additionally, the DCIoutinely assists gaming authorities by investigating and reporting violationsofgaming rules and regulations established bythe IRGC. Aspartoftheir regular duties, DCI agents also conduct background investigations on licensed gambling‘companics and their operations.
All sportsbook operators have developedusr terms that must be accepted by every customer during the accountregistration process. To use services provided by the operator, all users must acknowledge they will sbide by terms whichprohibit the following:

a) Wagering bya coach, athletic trainer, official, player, orany other individual participating in an authorized sporting eventwhere wagers are accepted.
5) Wagering bya person employed (boh paid or volunteer) in positions that involve direct contact with coaches, players,athletic trainers, official, athletes, or participants in an authorized sporting event where wagers are cepted.
©) Wagering as an agent or proxiesforothers.
@ Wagering in the sport that the customer is an athleteoranaffliated participant. This also includes professional or amateurathletes, sports agents, coaches, team owners, team employees, referees, or league official, and thei immediate family
members.
©) Wagering by individualsunder21yearsof age

In carly 2023, an investigation in with the low DivisionofCriminal Investigation (DCI) uncovered
evidence of EYIOMA UWAZURIKE. conducting lit wageringactivities on the FanDuel sportsbook
platform. EYIOMA UWAZURIKE attended lowa State University and was a player on the football eam during the 2016-2017,2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 seasons. EYIOMA UWAZURIKE was selected by theDenver Broncos in the fourth roundofthe 2022 NFL drafl and is stil on their rosterofplayers.
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JEYIOMA UNAZURIKE engage in che with RACHEL LOUISE FRANCISSMScoins'UWAZURIKE to disguise his identity and manipulate online/moble transaction in order to create the appearance hat sportswager transactions conducted by UWAZURIKE were made by FRANCIS.
“This deception cnabled EYIOMA UWAZURIKE to conceal his unlawful gambling activites from law enforcementand other regulatory bodies.
His actions contravened various legal and regulatory frameworks, including:

A) Violationoflicensed Sportsbook User Terms and Conditions: UWAZURIKE's wagers on FanDuel also violated theplatforms User's Terns, as wel as rules and regulations administered by the lowa Racing and Gaming Commission.
FanDuel explicitly prohibits individuals from signing up fo an account while underage or utilizing the Service underanother's name.
B) BreachofUniversity and NCAA Policies: EYIOMA UWAZURIKE's use ofan account associated with a non-athlete individual allowed him to circumvent scrutiny and sidestep university and NCAA polices regarding student-athletesports wagering conduct. By using the idenityofanother, UWAZURIKE was able to avoid detection and the potential‘consequencesofparticipation in aprohibited actviy.
©) Unfair Wagering and Conflict of Interest: EYIOMA UWAZURIKE placed bets on Iowa State University athleticvents, including games and cvents sponsoredbythe NCAA and university. This raised concerns regarding unfair wagering‘advantages, potential access o insider knowledgeofathletic participants, and th potentialforcollusion-reated acivitics
D) Tax Implications: EYOIMA UWAZURIKE’s fraudulent activites also shielded him from potential state and federaltax implications. By concealing his identity during his sports wagering transactions, any tax responsibilities would fll on thestand-n's name listed on the account.

‘When placing wagers on the FanDuel platform, an individually unique “Wage Identifier” digital record is generated.“This numberis adigitalrecord uilized by FanDuel to distinguish one wager from all others. Each wager placed by FanDuel‘zenerateda“Wage Identifier” digital record. Each “Wage Identifier” identified below correspond to a specific imestampedwager placed by UWAZURIKE. The “Wage Identifier listed are not al inclusiveofUWAZURIKE'S sports wageringactivity; however, they al meet the following conditions:
1) Wagers routinely and consistently placed from UWAZURIKE's personal iPhone.
2) Wagering transactions that required possession of UWAZURIKE's protected iPhone to unlock snd access his FanDuel‘account using a specific usemame and password.
3) Comesponded to EYIOMA UWAZURIKEs known locations, including his university residence and areas oftheuniversity not routinely open (0 the public
4) Involved prohibited wagering activity elated to sporting event, such as NCAA-sanctioned contests and events sponsoredby the lowa State Athletic Department.
5) Transacted within Story County, Iowa.

“The following “Wager Identifier” were transacted on an iPhone controlled by EYIOMA UWAZURIKE utilizing thename RACHEL FRANCIS and the FanDuel User ID of 13763550.
FanDuel Wager Identifier:

13378133.53
1318122353
6582202.526
6395654526
6312590526
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