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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
 
 

In the matter of: 
 
The 1996 Dianne Feinstein Trust under 
the Richard C. Blum Marital Trust of 
1996, dtd January 9, 1996 
 

CASE NO.  
 
PETITION TO CONFIRM 
APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE 
 
Probate Code Sections 17200(b)(10), 
15660(b)  
 
Date:  
Time:  
Dept.:  

 

 

Petitioner Dianne Feinstein (Petitioner or Senator Feinstein), by and through 

her attorney in fact, Katherine Feinstein, is the beneficiary of the 1996 Dianne 

Feinstein Trust created under the Richard C. Blum Marital Trust of 1996, dated 

January 9, 1996 (1996 Marital Trust). Petitioner brings this Petition to Confirm 

Appointment of Trustee (Petition) to confirm the appointment of Katherine Feinstein 

as trustee of the Trust, and alleges as follows: 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Senator Feinstein is the sole income beneficiary of an irrevocable life 

insurance trust created for her benefit in 1996 by her spouse, Richard C. Blum 

(Blum). The 1996 Marital Trust provides that Senator Feinstein is entitled to the 
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entire net income from that trust in quarterly installments, and that the trustee 

may pay or apply principal for her health, education, support, or maintenance. 

2. Senator Feinstein has incurred significant medical expenses, and she 

submitted a request to whom she believed to be the trustees of the 1996 Marital 

Trust for reimbursement of her medical bills. Despite the settlor’s intent to support 

his spouse after his death, the purported trustees have refused to make distributions 

to reimburse Senator Feinstein’s medical expenses.  

3. While seeking reimbursement for her medical expenses, Senator 

Feinstein learned that Blum did not name the purported trustees in the 1996 

Marital Trust and they were not appointed in compliance with its terms.  

4. The 1996 Marital Trust vests Senator Feinstein with the power to 

appoint a successor trustee, and she has appointed her daughter, Katherine 

Feinstein. This Court should confirm the appointment of Katherine Feinstein as 

trustee of the 1996 Marital Trust. 

II. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

5. Richard C. Blum and Senator Dianne Feinstein married in San 

Francisco on January 20, 1980, and lived together as husband and wife until Blum’s 

death in 2022.  

6. On January 9, 1996, Blum created the 1996 Marital Trust to hold a life 

insurance policy and its proceeds. A true and correct copy of the 1996 Marital Trust 

is attached as Exhibit A.  

7. Section 12.1.A of the 1996 Marital Trust, governing the appointment of 

trustees during Blum’s lifetime, designates N. Colin Lind (Lind) as the original 

trustee. During Blum’s lifetime, Lind had the power to designate “the immediate 

and all subsequent successor Trustees or co-Trustees to serve if he becomes 

unwilling or unable to serve.” The trust instruments required Lind to designate a 

successor trustee in a notarized document that specifically referred to section 12.1.A, 

and to deliver the document to the trustee, the designated successor, or the adult 
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income beneficiaries. 

8. Senator Feinstein is unaware of Lind exercising this power during 

Blum’s lifetime. 

9. Once Blum died, trustees appointed under Section 12.1.A no longer 

have the authority to serve as trustee. Section 12.1.B designates Richard W. Canady 

(Canady) to serve as trustee upon Blum’s death. If Canady fails to become or is 

unwilling to serve as Trustee, Gary Wilson (Wilson) is designated successor Trustee. 

Neither Canady nor Wilson have the authority to appoint a successor. 

10. The provision for filling vacancies in trusteeship at section 12.2 states 

as follows: 
 

If a vacancy occurs in the trusteeship of any trust created under this 
agreement and no person is appointed as provided above to fill that 
vacancy, the adult income beneficiaries and the guardians of all minor 
income beneficiaries of that trust shall, by a majority in interest, choose 
a successor Trustee. 

11. Blum died on February 27, 2022. On June 14, 2022, Senator Feinstein 

received a Notification by Trustee pursuant to Probate Code Section 16061.7(a)(2) 

(Notification) stating “Mark Vorsatz executed a Resignation of Co-Trustee on March 

15, 2022, and such resignation became effective April 15, 2022, pursuant to the 

terms of the Trust. … [T]he current Co-Trustees of the Trust are Mark R. Klein and 

Marc T. Scholvinck.” A true and correct copy of the Notification is attached as 

Exhibit B.  

12. According to the provisions of the 1996 Marital Trust, Mr. Vorsatz’s 

tenure as trustee terminated upon Blum’s death on February 27, 2022, assuming 

Lind properly appointed him during Blum’s lifetime. Canady or Wilson were to serve 

as the appointed trustee after Blum’s death. The Notification did not state when or if 

Canady or Wilson had resigned or declined to serve. The 1996 Marital Trust does not 

empower Lind to designate successor trustees to serve after Blum’s death, and 

neither Canady nor Wilson have the power to designate successor Trustees. 

13. When a vacancy occurs in the trusteeship of the 1996 Marital Trust, the 
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“adult income beneficiaries . . . of that trust shall, by a majority in interest, choose a 

successor Trustee.” Senator Feinstein is the sole income beneficiary of the 1996 

Marital Trust, and she has appointed her daughter, Katherine Feinstein, to serve as 

Trustee of the 1996 Marital Trust. A true and correct copy of the Appointment of 

Trustee is attached as Exhibit C. 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

INSTRUCTIONS TO TRUSTEE 

14. Petitioners incorporate the preceding paragraphs as if fully restated 

herein.  

15. Pursuant to Probate Code section 17200, subdivision (b)(10), a 

beneficiary of a trust may petition the Court to appoint a trustee. Pursuant to 

Probate Code section 15660, subdivision (b), a vacancy in the office of trustee shall 

be filled as provided in the trust if the trust provides a practical method of 

appointment. 

16. None of the trustees named in the 1996 Marital Trust are currently 

serving. Mr. Klein and Mr. Scholvinck claim to be serving as co-trustees of the 1996 

Marital Trust, but there is no provision under which they could be appointed after 

Blum’s death unless the income beneficiary chooses them to serve. (12.1.B, 12.2.)  

There is, therefore, a vacancy in the office of trustee.  

17. Section 12.2 provides a practical method to appoint a trustee: by 

majority vote of the adult income beneficiaries. Senator Feinstein is the sole income 

beneficiary. By Appointment of Trustee dated July 14, 2023, she appointed 

Katherine Feinstein to serve as trustee of the 1996 Marital Trust.  

18. This Court should confirm the appointment of Katherine Feinstein as 

the Trustee of the 1996 Marital Trust. 

III. JURISDITION, VENUE, AND STANDING 

19. This Court has jurisdiction over the 1996 Marital Trust pursuant to 

Probate Code sections 17000, 17003, and 17200.  
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20. Petitioner resides in San Francisco County, which is the proper venue 

for this action pursuant to Probate Code sections 17002, subdivision (b)(1), and 

17005, subdivision (a)(1).  

21. Petitioner has standing to bring this action pursuant to Probate Code 

section 17200 as a beneficiary of the Trust.  

IV. NOTICES 

The following individuals are entitled to notice of this action: 
 

Dianne Feinstein 
Beneficiary of the Richard C. Blum 
Marital Trust of 1996 
2460 Lyon Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

John Prokey 
Alison Merino 
Ramsbacher, Prokey, Leonard LLP 
Attorneys for Michael Klein and 
Mark Scholvinck 
111 W. St John Street, Suite 1200 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 

Michael Klein 
Nominal Co-Trustee of the Richard C. 
Blum Marital Trust of 1996 
909 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

Mark Scholvinck 
Nominal Co-Trustee of the Richard 
C. Blum Marital Trust of 1996 
909 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

V. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE Petitioner prays for orders and/or judgment as follows: 

1. Confirming the validity of Dianne Feinstein’s appointment of Katherine 

Feinstein as trustee of the Richard C. Blum Marital Trust of 1996; and 

2. For such other and further orders and/or relief as this Court may deem 

necessary and proper. 
 
 
DATED:  July 17, 2023 

 
 
HARTOG, BAER, ZABRONSKY & VERRIERE 
A Professional Corporation 
 
 
 
 
By:   

John A. Hartog 
Travis Neal 
Amanda E. Sherwood 
Attorneys for Petitioner Dianne Feinstein by 
Katherine Feinstein her Attorney in Fact  
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VERIFICATION 

I, Dianne Feinstein, by my attorney in fact, Katherine Feinstein, am the 

Petitioner in the above-entitled matter. I have read the foregoing PETITION TO 

CONFIRM APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE and know the contents thereof. The 

contents are true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters stated on 

information and belief, which I believe to be true.  

Dianne Feinstein, by her attorney in 
fact, Katherine Feinstein 

      San Francisco Executed on _______________, at ____________________, California. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California 

that the foregoing is true and correct. 
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