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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the

Eastern District of Tennessee

United States of America )
- ; Case No. 3:23-MJ-[( )Zif )
)
MELODY SASSER )
Defendani(s) )
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

1, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

On or about the date(s) of Jan. 1, 2023 through April 27, 2023 in the county of

Eastern District of Tennessee

Code Section

18 USC § 1958 Murder for Hire.

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

(See Attached Affidavit)

@ Continued on the attached sheet.

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.

Date: S{ I (2023

City and state: Knoxville, Tennessee

Knox in the

, the defendant(s) violated:

Offense Description

e ol

Complainant’s signature

Gregory Martin,HSI Special Agent

Printed name and title

b OF2 4

Judge’s signavure_.

Debra C. Poplin, U.S. Magistrate Judge

O38ee8233dnpP06BIIDEP Doocuorernid

Printed name and title
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

AT KNOXVILLE

IN THE MATTER OF A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT ) o

AND ARREST WARRANT FOR: ) No. 3:23-mj-1 039
)

MELODY SASSER )

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF -
AN APPLICATION FOR A CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

AFFIDAVIT

I, Gregory Martin, a Special Agent (“SA”) with the United States Department of
Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations
(“HSI”), and being duly sworn, depose and state the following:

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND

1. I am an investigative or law enforcement officer of the United States within the
meaning of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2510(7), in that I am empowered by law to
cohduct investigations of, and to make arrests for numerous offenses of Title 18 of the United
States Code. I have been a Special Agent with Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) since
November of 2019. In 2011, I successfully completed the Criminal Investigator Training
Program (CITP). In March of 2020 I completed HSI Special Agent Training (HSISAT) at the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Academy (FLETC) in Glynco, GA. Prior to my employment
at HSI, I was employed as a Special Agent with Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation
(IRS-CI). I have experience investigating violent crimes and have had communication and

worked with law enforcement who specialize in computer-related crimes.
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done. does it need to be assigned to someone else. will it be done. what is the delay. when

will it be done.

Subject Re: Re: Re: update Mar 28 17 :03 UTC

Message: Hello, she is not aware. He just failed as he did not attempted it yet, he felt like

is too risky for him to do it Regards admin

Subject Re: Re: Re: Re: update Mar 28 17:57 UTC

Message: yesterday she worked from home and went for a 2 mile walk by herself. assign

to another that can complete the job.

Sﬁbject Re: Re: Re: Re: Re: update Mar 29 11: 10 UTC

Messagé: Hello, I have two other hitmen that I can assign on the job, but one wants 0-49

btc and the other 0.485 which one should I assign? Regards admin

Subject Re: Re: Re: Re: Re: Re: update Mar29 21:13 UTC

Message: assign to 0.485. i will add btc

15.  Bitcoin is a type of virtual currency, circulated over the Internet. Bitcoin are not
issued be any government, bank, or company, but rather are controlled through computer
software operating via a decentralized, peer-to-peer network. Bitcoin is just one of many
varieties of virtual currency.

16.  Bitcoin are sent to and received from Bitcoin “addresses.” A Bitcoin add.ress is
somewhat analogous to a bank account number and is represented as a 26-to-35-character-long
case-sensitive string of letters and numbers. Each Bitcoin address is controlled through the use
of a unique corresponding private key. This key is the equivalent of a password, or PIN, and is
neéessary to access the funds associated with a Bitcoin address. Only the holder of an address'

private key can authorize transfers of bitcoin from that address to other Bitcoin addresses. Users

7
Caase8233anpPL0esEI0eP Dooconmeahi® Filed 05/23/23 Page 8 of 13 PagelD #: 83



can operate multiple Bitcoin addresses at any given time and may use a unique Bitcoin address
for every transaction.

17.  To acquire bitcoin, a typical user purchases them from a virtual currency
exchange. A virtual currency exchange is a business that allows customers to trade virtual
currencies for other forms of value, such as conventional fiat money (e.g., U.S. dollars, Russian
rubles, euros). Exchanges can be brick-and-mortar businesses (exchanging traditional payment
methods and virtual currencies) or online businesses (exchanging electronically transferred
money and virtual currencies). Virtual currency exchanges doing business.in the United States
are regulated under the Bank Secrecy Act and must collect identifying information about their
customers and verify their clients’ identities.

18. To transfer bitcoin to another Bitcoin address, the sender transmits a transaction
announcement, which is electronically signed with the sender’s private key, across the peer-to-
peer Bitcoin network. To complete a transaction, a sender needs only the Bitcoin address of the
receiving party and the sender's own private key. This information on its own rarely reflects any
identifying information about either the sender or the recipient. As a result, little-to-no personally
identifiable information about the sender or recipienf is transmitted in a Bitcoin transaction itself.
Once the sender’s transaction announcement is verified by the network, the transaction is added
to the blockchain, a decentralized public ledger that records every Bitcoin transaction. The
blockchain logs every Bitcoin address that has ever received bitcoin and maintains records of
every transaction for each Bitcoin address.
| 19.  While a Bitcoin address owner’s identity‘ is generally anonymous within the
blockchain (unless the owner opts to make information about the owner’s Bitcoin address

publicly available), investigators can use the blockchain to identify the owner of a particular
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vehicle, a specific place where J-W- could be found. In exchange for J -

W-s murder, SASSER used the Internet to transmit Bitcoin, with an approximate total
value of $9750, on the dates outlined herein.
CONCLUSION
30.  Based upon the information provided in this affidavit, I respectfully submit there
is probable cause to establish that Melody SASSER attempted to hire a hitman to murder

JIE VA i violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1958, murder for hire.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

=

Special Agent Gregory Martin
Homeland Security Investigations

A
SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to bg me on this \ \ day of May, 2023

T CRUU

HON. DEBRA C. POPLIN A
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
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