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U.S. Department of Justice 
        Office of Information Policy 
        Sixth Floor  

441 G Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

 
 

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 
 

          March 16, 2023 
          
Chris Stanley         
Functional Government Initiative 
6218 Georgia Avenue, NW       
Suite 1 – 1235 
Washington, DC  20011      
chris@functionalgovernment.org    Re: FOIA-2023-00736    
 
Dear Chris Stanley:   
             

This is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
dated and received in this Office on February 18, 2023, in which you requested records 
concerning the Reproductive Rights Task Force since May 2, 2022. 
 

The records you seek require a search in and/or consultation with another Office, and 
so your request falls within “unusual circumstances.”  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B)(i)-(iii) 
(2018).  Because of these unusual circumstances, we need to extend the time limit to respond 
to your request beyond the ten additional days provided by the statute.  For your information, 
we use multiple tracks to process requests, but within those tracks we work in an agile manner, 
and the time needed to complete our work on your request will necessarily depend on a variety 
of factors, including the complexity of our records search, the volume and complexity of any 
material located, and the order of receipt of your request.  At this time we have assigned your 
request to the complex track.  In an effort to speed up our process, you may wish to narrow the 
scope of your request to limit the number of potentially responsive records so that it can be 
placed in a different processing track.  You can also agree to an alternative time frame for 
processing, should records be located, or you may wish to await the completion of our records 
search to discuss either of these options.  Any decision with regard to the application of fees 
will be made only after we determine whether fees will be implicated for this request.   
 
 We regret the necessity of this delay, but we assure you that your request will be 
processed as soon as possible.  If you have any questions or wish to discuss reformulation or an 
alternative time frame for the processing of your request, you may contact this Office by 
telephone at the above number, by e-mail at doj.oip.foia@usdoj.gov, or you may write to the 
Office of Information Policy, United States Department of Justice, Sixth Floor, 441 G Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001.  Lastly, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison, Valeree 
Villanueva, at the telephone number listed above to discuss any aspect of your request. 
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 Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) 
at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation 
services they offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as follows:  Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, Room 2510, 8601 
Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001; e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 
202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448. 
 
 To the extent that you are seeking records from the Office for Access to Justice (ATJ), I 
suggest you direct your request to that Department component, if you have not already done 
so. 
        
 Sincerely, 
  Initial Request Staff 
  Office of Information Policy 
  U.S. Department of Justice 
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From: DOJ.OIP.FOIA (SMO) DOJ.OIP.FOIA@usdoj.gov
Subject: RE: Re: [EXTERNAL] Your FOIA Request FOIA-2023-00736

Date: March 24, 2023 at 3:46 PM
To: chris@functionalgovernment.org

Good afternoon,

Thank you for your inquiry.  We apologize for the confusion.  OIP will route that part of
your request to the Office of Access to Justice.

Sincerely,
OIP

From: Chris Stanley <chris@functionalgovernment.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 1:13 PM
To: DOJ.OIP.FOIA (SMO) <DOJ.OIP.FOIA@usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Your FOIA Request FOIA-2023-00736

I have a couple questions on this FOIA on which I would appreciate your help.

I submitted several similar FOIAs to this one to different FOIA offices of DOJ, based on a
helpful conversation when I called before submitting. I noted from that call that the Office
of Access to Justice was handled by the same office as the other custodians. However,
this letter says differently. Can you refer that part to that office, please? If you can’t do
that, I would appreciate assistance on where to submit it. I can’t find that office on
FOIA.gov as a place to direct a request, and I don’t see it on the DOJ FOIA contact page
at https://www.justice.gov/oip/find-foia-contact-doj/list.

Thank you again for your assistance on this FOIA request.

Chris Stanley
Director, Functional Government Initiative
chris@functionalgovernment.org
(202) 302-3974 (mobile)

On Mar 16, 2023, at 1:41 PM, OIP-NoReply <OIP-NoReply@usdoj.gov>
wrote:

Attached is correspondence from the Department of Justice’s Office of
Information Policy, which is associated with the above-referenced Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) request.

Please do not reply to this e-mail, as this account is not monitored.

Thank you,

-----------------------------------------
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Initial Request Staff
Office of Information Policy
U.S. Department of Justice
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U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

 
 
 
KK:ANF:AKL              Freedom of Information/PA Unit –4CON  
        950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
        Washington, DC 20530 
 
 
Via Electronic Mail 
Mr. Chris Stanley 
Functional Government Initiative    February 24, 2023 
6218 Georgia Ave. NW 
Ste 1-1235 
Washington, DC 20011 
chris@functionalgovernment.org 
 
 
Date Received: February 18, 2023   FOI/PA No.23-00119-F 
 
Subject of Request: Information pertaining to all records from May 2, 2022, to the date the 

search begins meeting the following criteria. Final documents: The final 
memo creating the Reproductive Rights Task Force; Any mission 
statements, charters, or similar documents relating to the Reproductive 
Rights Task Force; Any guidance provided to federal, state, or local law 
enforcement on the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act.; 
Any guidance provided to federal, state, or local law enforcement in 
response to threats against pro-life (or anti-abortion) organizations.; Any 
guidance provided to “reproductive health care providers, including 
groups representing both clinics providing abortions and pregnancy 
resource centers” on “how to report threats, attacks, or other forms of 
interference that may violate federal law.” Other records: Any records 
containing the following search terms “FACE Act”; “Freedom of Access 
to Clinic Entrances”; “pro-life”; “abortion”; “clinics” ;“reproductive 
health care” Custodians: Civil Rights Division  Kristen Clarke, Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Rights Division; Any staff who represent the 
office at the Reproductive Rights Task Force 

 
Dear Mr. Stanley: 
 
 This is to inform you that your request for records from the files of the Civil Rights 
Division was received by the Division's Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOI/PA) Branch 
on the date indicated above.  Your request has been assigned the FOI/PA number shown above.  
Please refer to this number in any future correspondence concerning this request.  In connection 
with review of your FOI/PA request, the following paragraph(s) are applicable: 
 
            In searching its file for records responsive to your request,___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
located records that originated with the Civil Rights Division.  These records were 
referred to the Civil Rights Division as the originating component for review and release 
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determination.  Upon completion of our review, the releasable document(s) will be sent 
directly to you.       

         
_XX  As a result of the large number of Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts requests 

received by the Civil Rights Division, some delay may be encountered in processing your 
request.  In an attempt to treat each requester fairly, we have adopted a policy of 
processing requests in the approximate order of receipt.  Please be assured that your 
request is being handled as equitably as possible.  We appreciate your patience and will 
provide you with a response at the earliest possible date.  Please note that the Civil Rights 
Division utilizes multi-track processing in which processing ranges from faster tracks for 
requests (seeking access to documents already processed for prior requests) to much 
slower tracks for complex requests involving voluminous amounts of responsive 
documents or extensive consultation.  At your option, you may wish to call the number 
below and limit the scope of your request to enable your request to be handled in the 
most expeditious manner available to fulfill your interests. 

 
         Since your letter did not include authorization or a certification of identity, we will close 

your file for now.  We will re-open your request on receipt of the required authorization 
forms. The Privacy Act, and the Department of Justice Privacy Act regulation, 28 C.F.R. 
§16.41, require each person requesting records indexed or maintained under his or her 
name or another person’s name, to furnish the Department with proof of identity/consent 
to disclosure.  Please complete the enclosed form and return it directly to the Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Acts Branch, Civil Rights Division, US Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 20530.  

 
  XX    We have to consult with other offices in the Civil Rights Division to conduct a search and 

locate records which may be responsive to your request.  Because of the need to examine 
a voluminous amount of records, we can respond only after consulting with the other 
offices.  Thus, there may be some delay in the processing of your request as a 
result.  Accordingly, your request falls within "unusual circumstances."  See 5 U.S.C. 552 
§ (a)(6)(B)(i)-(iii).  Because of these unusual circumstances, we are extending the time 
limit to respond to your request beyond the ten additional days provided by the 
statute.  The time needed to process your request will necessarily depend on the volume 
and complexity of the records located.  For your information, this Office assigns 
incoming requests to one of three tracks:  simple, complex, or expedited.  Each request is 
then handled on a first-in, first-out basis in relation to other requests in the same 
track.  Simple requests usually receive a response in approximately one month, whereas 
complex requests necessarily take longer. To allow us to respond more quickly to you, 
you may wish to narrow the scope of your request to limit the number of potentially 
responsive records or agree to an alternative time frame for processing.  

 
XX     Please be advised that due to necessary operational changes as a result of the national 

emergency concerning the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, there may be 
some delay in the processing of your request.  
 

            If you are not satisfied with the Civil Rights Division’s determination in response to this 
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy 
(OIP), United States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 
20530, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account on 
the following website: https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your 
appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of my 
response to your request.  If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope 
should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." 
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If you have any further questions, contact this office by calling (202) 514-4210. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

AApril N. Freeman 
for 

Kilian Kagle, Chief 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts Unit 

Civil Rights Division 
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Washington, D.C. 20530 
 
       February 23, 2023 
 
 
Chris Stanley 
Director 
Functional Government Initiative 
chris@functionalgovernment.org 
 
 Re: FOIA Tracking No. FY23-046 
 
Dear Mr. Stanley: 
 
 This letter acknowledges receipt of your February 18, 2023 Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA”) request to the Office of Legal Counsel (“OLC”), in which you sought records of 
“Christopher Schroeder, Assistant Attorney General[, and a]ny staff who represent [OLC] at the 
Reproductive Rights Task Force,” “from May 2, 2022, to the date the search begins,” related to, 
among other things, the Reproductive Rights Task Force, and records containing the listed search 
terms.  We received your request on February 21, 2023, and it has been assigned tracking 
number FY23-046. 
 
  Based on our preliminary review of your request, and pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(b), 
your request has been tentatively assigned to the “complex” processing track.  If you would like 
to narrow your request so that it can be transferred to the “simple” track and processed more 
quickly, please contact Melissa Golden at the addresses and phone number provided below.  We 
have not yet made a decision on your request for a fee waiver.  We will do so after we determine 
whether fees will be assessed for this request.  We note that in the event your fee waiver is 
denied, you have agreed to pay fees up to $25. 
 
 Because of the considerable number of FOIA requests received by OLC prior to your 
request, we have not yet been able to process your request.  Accordingly, we likely will be 
unable to comply with the statutory deadline for responding to your request.  We regret the 
necessity of this delay, but please be assured that your request will be processed as soon as 
possible.   

 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or wish to discuss your request, you may 

contact Melissa Golden, OLC’s FOIA Public Liaison, at usdoj-officeoflegalcounsel@usdoj.gov, 
(202) 514-2053, or at Office of Legal Counsel, United States Department of Justice, 950 
Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Room 5517, Washington, DC 20530. 

 
Sincerely, 
OLC FOIA Staff 

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of the Solicitor General

Washington, D.C. 20532

       March 6, 2023 

VIA U.S. MAIL or VIA EMAIL to chris@functionalgovernment.org 

Chris Stanley
Functional Government Initiative 
6218 Georgia Ave NW, Apartment 1 
Washington, DC 20011-5125 
  

Re: OSG FOIA No. 2023 - 127995
  
Dear Mr. Stanley:
  

This letter acknowledges our receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request dated February 18, 2023 and received by the Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) 
on February 21, 2023, in which you request: 

“FGI requests from the Department of Justice all records from May 2, 2022, 
to the date the search begins meeting the following criteria.

The final memo creating the Reproductive Rights Task Force.
Any mission statements, charters, or similar documents relating to the   
Reproductive Rights Task Force. 

• Any guidance provided to federal, state, or local law enforcement on  
the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act.
Any guidance provided to federal, state, or local law enforcement 
in response to threats against pro-life (or anti-abortion) 
organizations. 
Any guidance provided to “reproductive health care providers, 
including groups representing both clinics providing abortions and 
pregnancy resource centers” on “how to report threats, attacks, or other 
forms of interference that may violate federal law.”

Other records:
Any records containing the following search terms: 

“FACE Act”
“Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances”
“pro-life”
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 “abortion” 
 “clinics” 
 “reproductive health care” 

 
  Custodians: 

 Office of the Solicitor General 
•  Prelogar, Solicitor General 
•  Any staff who represent the office at the Reproductive Rights  

Task Force” 
 

This Office has assigned the following FOIA tracking number to your request: 2023 
- 127995. 

Based on our preliminary review of your request, and pursuant to 28 C.F.R. 
§16.5(b), your request has been assigned to the “complex” processing track.  We are 
currently experiencing a backlog in our processing of complex FOIA matters and want to 
alert you of the potential delay.  Also, if you would like to narrow your request, which 
could potentially allow for faster processing, please contact our FOIA Coordinator at 
osgfoia@usdoj.gov or at 202-514-2203, using the assigned FOIA tracking number.  As a 
result of the complex designation, we are extending the time limit to respond to your 
request beyond the ten additional days provided by the statute.  

Please be advised that due to necessary operational changes as a result of the 
national emergency concerning the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, there 
may be some delay in the processing of your request 

 If you have any questions, if you wish to discuss reformulation or an alternative 
time frame for the processing of your request, or if you wish to discuss any aspect of your 
request, you may contact our FOIA Coordinator at osgfoia@usdoj.gov or at 202-514-2203, 
using the assigned FOIA tracking number.  You may also write to OSG at: 

OSG FOIA Coordinator 
Office of the Solicitor General 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20530-0009 

 
 Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA 
mediation services they offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: 
 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, Maryland  20740-6001 
Email: ogis@nara.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448 
Facsimile: 202-741-5769 
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Due to the high volume of correspondence received by this office, we have adopted 
a first in/first out practice of processing all incoming requests.  Your request has been 
placed in chronological order based on the date of receipt and will be handled as quickly 
as possible when it is assigned for processing.  

Sincerely, 

Office of the Solicitor General 

OSG/nd 
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From: usaeo.foia.requests@usdoj.gov
Subject: Request Acknowledgement by Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys
Date: February 18, 2023 at 1:50 AM
To: chris@functionalgovernment.org

Dear Chris Stanley,

Case Number EOUSA-2023-001389 has been assigned to the request you submitted. In all future correspondence regarding this request please reference case number EOUSA-2023-001389.

Regards, 
Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys
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