SHOREHAM-WADING RIVER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

631-821-8100 250B Route 25A, Shoreham, New York 11786 www.swrschools.org

Gerard W. Poole, Superintendent
Glen Arcuri, Asst. Supt. for Finance & Operations
Brian K. Heyward, Asst. Supt. For Human Resources
Alan Meinster, Asst. Supt. For Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

March 10, 2023

Mr. Jackson Parker
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 142059
263 Huntington Ave
Boston, MA 02115

Re: Response to FOIL Request

Dear Mr. Parker:

This letter serves as the District’s response to your Freedom of Information Law requests received March 6,
2023 for the following:

I hereby request all of the Holocaust Instruction Survey Responses submitted since August 10,
2022

Please find the responsive records enclosed.

Finally, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law, you have a right to appeal a denial of any portion of
your request within 30 days to the Superintendent of Schools, Gerard Poole, 250B Route 25A, Shoreham, New York
11786, gpoole@swr.k12.ny.us. You will be advised in writing of the Superintendent’s decision of your appeal within
ten business days following receipt of any written appeal. Pub. Off. Law § 89(4)(a).

Very truly yours,
Cunaw 474/7%

Brian Heyward
Records Access Officer

Board of Education
» Katie Andersen, President « Henry Pérez, Vice-President
+ Michael Lewis, Trustee « Robert Rose, Trustee  Thomas Sheridan, Trustee « James Smith, Trustee « Meghan Tepfenhardt, Trustee
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Group 1

School/Program Name

SHOREHAM-WADING RIVER CSD
Beds Code (if applicable)

580601040000
1. | attest that, in compliance with Education Law §801, my school district provides instruction related to the

Holocaust to students at the following levels: (select all that apply)

@ Elementary School
Middle Schaol
&
O

High School
None
2. Please describe how your district provides instruction about the Holocaust through a curriculum aligned to the
NYS Social Studies Learning Standards at the Elementary School level.
Holocaust instruction at the elementary level is delivered through a combination of lessons delivered in the elementary classroom as part
of the Social Studies.curriculum at the intermediate level that address tolerance and acceptance of others and cites the Holocaust as an
example of what can happen when that does not happen. Periodic assemblies and programs addressing this topic are also delivered at
the appropriate level for this school population.
3.

Please describe how your district provides instruction about the Holocaust through a curriculum aligned to the
NYS Social Studies Learning Standards at the Middle School level.

At the middle school level, instruction on the Holocaust is incorporated into the Grade 8 Social Studies curriculum as part instruction on
the second world war. Students are taught of the factors that lead to the rise of the third Reich and Adolf Hitler and of the atrocities
committed by Germa-ny throughout this period. The middle school library maintains a series of Wakelet resources on World War Il which
include, among others Read Alouds on Terrible Things, Yellow Star, Cats in Kransinski Square, The Greatest Skating Race, and
Baséball Saved Us. Grade 8 students participate in Holocaust literature circles in English Language Arts classes that include, among
other titles, The Book Thief, Between Shades of Gray, The Elephant in the Garden, The Boy Who Dared, The Diary of a Young Girl,
Unbroken: A World War Il Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption, and Prisoner B-3087. As part of an annual eighth grade trip to

Washington, DC, our students visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
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4. Please describe how your district provides instruction about the Holocaust through a curriculum aligned to the
NYS Soial Studies Learning Standards at the High School level.

hool event(s)

ify)
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