
WORGEORIFINORORN
TO: All Membersofthe HouseofRepresentatives

® FROM: HPSCI Minority
DATE: January 29, 2018
RE: Correcting the Record - The Russia Investigations

The HPSCI Majority's move to release to the House of Representatives its allegations against the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Departmentof Justice (DOJ) is a transparent effort10 undermine those agencics the Special Counsel, and Congress’ investigations. It also risks
public exposure of sensitive sources and methods for no legitimate purpose.

FBI and DOJ officials did not “abuse” the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (ISA) process,
‘omit material information, or subvert this vital too] to spy on the Trump campaign.
In fact, DOJ and the FBI would have been remiss in thir duty to protect the county had they not
sought a FISA warrant and repeated renewals o conduct temporary surveillanceofCarter Page,
someone the FBI asessed {0 be an agentofthe Russian government. DOJ met the igor,
cansparency, and evidentiory basis needed to meet FISA's probable cause requirement, by
demonstrating:

© contemporaneous evidence of Russia's election interference;
© conceing Russian links and outreachto Trump campaign officals;
© Page’s history with Russian intelligence; and
© IE ss s15icious activites in 2016, including in Moscow.

“he Commitee’s Minority has therefore prepared this memorandum to correct the record:
+ Christopher Steel's raw intelligence reporting did not inform the FBI's decision to

initiate its counterintelligence investigation in late July 2016. In fact, the FBI's closely-held investigative team only received Stecle's reporting in mid-September—more than scven
‘weeks later. The FBI — and, subsequently, the Special Counsel's ~ investigation into links
between the Russian government and Trump campaign associates has been based on
troubling law enforcement and intelligence information unrelated to the “dossier.”

DOJ October 21,2016 FISA application andthree subsequent renewals carefully
outlined for the Court a mult-pronged rationale for survillng Page, who, at hetime of
the fist application, was no longer with the Trump campaign. DOJ detailed Page’s past
relationships with Russian spies and interaction with Russian officials during the 2016
campaign,[.10ited multiple sources to support the case for
surveilling Page— but made only narrow use of information from Steele’ sources about
Page’s specif activites in 2016, chiefly his suspected July 2016 meetings in Moscow with
Russianofr.EE' 1the FBI interviewed Page in March 2016 about his contact with Russian intelligence, th very
month candidate Donald Trump named him a foreign policy advisor.

As DOJ informed the Court in subsequent renewals,
Steele's reporting about Page's Moscow meetings ors
application did nototherwise rly on Steele's reportin, including any “salacious” allegations
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about Trump, and the FBI never paid Steel for this reporting. Whileexplaining why the FBI
Viewed Steele’s reporting and sources as reliable and credible, DOJ also disclosed:

© Steele's prior relationship with the FBI;
© the fact of and reason for his termination as a source; and
© the assessed political motivation of those who hired him.

+ The Committee Majoriy’s memorandum, which draws selectively on highly sensitiveclassified information, includesotherdistortions and misrepresentations hat arc
contradicted by the underlying classified documents, which the vast majority of Members of
the Comittee and the House have not had the opportunity to review — and which Chairman
Nunes chose not to read himself.

Hastzzonms
On January 18, 2018, the Committee Majority, during an unrelated business meeting, forced asurprise vot 1 else 1 the full Hous profoundly misleading memorandum alleging serious
abuses by the FBI and DOJ. MajoritystafTdrafted the document in secret on behalfofChairmanDevin Nuns (and reportedly with guidance and input rom Re. Tey Gow, and then shedpartying vo without ror notice
This was by design. The overwhelming majority of Commitee Members never received DOJ
authorization to access the underlying classified information, and therefore couldnotjudge the
veracity of Chairman Nunes’ claims. Due to sensitive sources and methods, DOJ provided access
only 10 the Committee's Chair and Ranking Member (or respective designees), and imiled staff,
to facilitate the Commiltee’s investigation into Russia’s covert campaign to influence the 2016
USS. elections.” As DOJ has confirmed publicly, it did not authorize the broader releaseofthisinformation within Congress or he public and Chairman Nuncs refuse 1oaflow DOJ and theFBI 0 review his document unl he permitted the FBI Discto ose i fo he fst im in

HPSCI's secure spaces late on Sunday, January 28 —10 days after disclosure to the House.’

FBI's Counteintellgence Investigation
nits October 2016 FISA application and subscquent renewals, DOJ accurately informed the
‘Court that the FBI initiated its counterinteligence investigation on July 31, 2016, aftr receiving
normanSR.Gor Pdopovios resoENEDItt ncividus inked 0 Rusi, who tok merc» Papadopoule 13 £ eocampaign orci poi sist informed him n la April 2016 tat Ruse

 Papudopouioss Si,morcove, occured against the backdrop of Russia's aggresive covers campaign to inflameour clctions, which the FBI wa already monitoring. We would tr lenin Papadopoulon's
plea that that the information the Russians could assist by anonymously releasing were thousands
ofHillary Clinton’s emails.®

DOJ old the Court th cath. Is representation was consent with th FBI's underlyinginvestigative record, which current and former senior ofcas er coraborse in extepsive
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‘Committee testimony. Christopher Steele's reporting, which he began to share with an FBI agent. [Achthe endofOctober 2016, played uo role in launching the
FBI's counterintelligence investigation into Russian interference and links to the Trumpcampaign. In fact, Steel's reporting did not reach the counterintelligence team investigating
Russia at FBI headquarters until mid-September 2016, more than seven weeks after the FBI
opened its investigation, because the probe's existence was so closely held within the FBL.® Bythen, the FBI had already opened sub-inquiris into[ll individuals linked to the Trump,campaign:

and former campaign forcign policy advisor Carter Page.
As Commitee testimony bears ou, the FBI would have continued is investigation, including.

against[El individuals, even ifit had never received information from Steele, never applied
fora FISA warrant against Page, or if the FISC had rejected the application.”

DOYS FISA Application and Renewals
“The initial warrant application and subsequspt renewals received independent scrutiny and
approval by four different federal judges, théeé of whom were appointed by President George W. 01¢ rf
Bush and one by President Ronald Reagan. DOJ first applied to the FISC on October 21,2016. s.,
fora warrant to permit the FBI to initiate electronic surveillance and physical searchof Page for H ve90 days, consistent with FISA requirements. The Court approved three renewals— in earlyJanuary 2017, carly April 2017, and late June 2017—which authorized the FBI to maintainsurveillance on Page until late September 2017. Senior DOJ and FBI officals appointed by the
Obama and Trump Administrations, including acting Attorney General Dana Boente and DeputyAttomey General Rod Rosenstein, certified the applications with the Court
FISA wasnotused (0 spy on Tramporhis campaign. As the Trump campaign and Page have
acknowledged, Page ended his formal affiliation with the campaign months before DOJ applied
fora warrant. DOJ, moreover, submitted the initial application less than three weeks before theelection, even though the FBI's investigation had been ongoing sinc the end ofJuly 2016,
DOJ's warrant request was based on compelling evidence and probable cause to believe Page was
Knowingly assisting clandestine Russian intelligence activities in the U.S,
+ Page's Connections to Russian Government and Intelligence Officials:TheFBIhadanindependent basis for investigating Pages motivations and actions during the campaign,

ransiton, and following the inauguration. As DOJ described in detail t the Court Page had
A70: 0joining the Trump campaign. He resided in Moscow from 2004-
2007 and pursed business deals with Russia's state-owned energy company Gazprom—
As carly as JI o Russian intelligence office argeted Page for
recruitment. Page showed
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Page remained on the radar of Russian intelligence and the FBI. In 2013, prosecutors
indicted three other Russian spies,twoofwhom targeted Page for recruitment. The FBI also
interviewed Page multiple times about his Russian intelligence contacts, including in March
2016.'° The FBI's concer about and knowledgeofPages activities therefore long predate
the FBI's receiptofSteele's information.

+ Page's Suspicious Activity During the 2016 Campaigas The FISA applications also detsl
Page’s suspicious activity afer joining the Trump campaign in March 2016.[NN
I©.(2clcd 0 Moscow in July 2016, during.Which he gavea universitycommencementaddres - an honorusualy reserved for wel.known luminaries,
© Itis inthis specific sub-section of the applications that DOJ refers to Secle’sreporting on Page and his alleged coordination with Russian officials. Stcl’sinformation about Page was consistent ith the FBI's assessment of Russianintelligence efforts to recrit him and his connections to Russia persons of terest.
© Inparticular,Steelessourcesreported that Page met separately whileinRussia withIgor Sechin, a close associate of Viadimir Putin and executive chairman of Rosnef,Russia's state-owned oil company, and Igor Divyekin,a senior Kremlin offical. Sechinallegedly discussed the prospect of future U.S. Russia energy cooperation and “anassociated move o lift Ukraine-clated western sanctions against Russia” Divyekinallegedly disclosed to Page tha th Kremlin possessed compromising information onClinton (“Kompromat®and noted “the possibilty ofis being release to Candidate

#1's campaign”! [Nofe: “Candidate#1” refers to candidate Trump.] This closelytracks what other Russian contacts were informing another Trump foreign policyadvisor, George Papadopoulos
+ In subsequent FISA renewals, DOJ provided additional information obtained throughmultiple independent sources that corroborated Steele's reporting.

a AN
o Pages inMoscowwithsenior Russian officials

os el smeetingswith Russian officialsi
This information contradicts Page's November2,2017 testimony to the Committe, in whichhe initially deni any such meetings and then was forced to dit peaking with
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Dvorkovich and meeting with Rosneft's Sechin-tied investor relations chief,AndreyBaranov.

+ The Court-approved surveillance of Page allowed FBI tocollect valuable intelligence.
‘The FISA renewals demonstrate that the FBI collected important investigative informationand leads by conducting Court-approved surveillance. For wan

DOJ also documented evidence that Page
| anicipated|

find repeatedly contacted
in an effort to presenthimselfas|

| a

Page’s effort i] also contradict hisswom testimony to our Comittee
DOU Transparency about Christopher Steele
Far from “omitting” material facts about Steele as the Majority claims,” DOJ repeatedlyinformed the Court about Steele's background, credibility, and potential bias. DOJ
explained in detail Stecle’s prior relationship with and compensation from the FBI; his
credibility, reporting history, and source network; the fact of and reason for his termination as a
‘source in late October 2016; and the likely political motivationsof those who hired Steele.

+ DOJ was transparent with Court about Steeles sourcing: The Committee Majority,‘which had earlier accused Obama Administration officials of improper “unmasking,” Fults
DOJ for not revealingthe namesofspecific U.S. persons and entities inthe FISA applicationand subsequent renewals. In fact, DOJ appropriately upheld its longstandingpracticeofprotecting U.S. citizen information by purposefully not “unmasking” U.S. person and nitynames, unless they were themselves the subject of a counterintelligence investigation. DOJ
instead used generic identifiers that provided the Court with more than sufiient information
to understand the political context of Steeles rescarch. In an extensive explanation to theCour, DOJ discloses that Steele

‘was approached by an identified U.S. Person," who indicated to Source #1{Steele]"” that a
U.S.-based law firm had hired the identified U.S. Person to conduct research regarding
Candidate #1's™" ties to Russia. (The identified U.S. Person and Source #1 have a long-standing business relationship.) The identified U.S. person hired Source #1 to conduct hisesearch. The identified U.S. Person never advisedSource #1 a 10 the motivationbehind the
research into Candidate #1's ties to Russia. The FBIspeculates thatthe identified U.S.Person
was likely looking for information that could be usedto discredit Candidate #] 's campaign.

Contrary to the Majority's asertion that DOJ fails to mention that Steele's esearch was‘commissioned by “political actors” to “obtain derogatory information on Donald Trump's
ties to Russia," DOJ in fact informed the Court accurately that Steele was hired by

5
SPOR CRENN,

HEE ACCITIERIKCLASS] {tH
URLLAJOITILY



UNCLASSIFIEDWHE
PORNMN,

politically-motivated U.S. persons and entities and that his research appeared intendedTor us “to discredit” Trumps campaign.
+ DOJ explained the FBI's reasonable basis for finding Stele credible: The applications

correctly described Steele as|

History ofredible poring on Rusia and her mates, melaing infomation DOJ vstcriminal proceedings. Senior FBI and DOJ officials have repeatedly affirmed to theComite the rlabity and credibility ofSeles reoring, on asecsment so elected in
the FBI's underlying source documents. The FBI has undertaken a rigorous process to vetallegations from Steele's reporting, including with regard to Page.

* The FBI properly notified the FISC after it terminated Steele as a source for makingunauthorized disclosures0 ho media. The Morty ies no evidence that he Fil. priorwo filing ts initial October21,2016 application, acuity knew should have Knownofanyallcgdly inappropriate media contacts by tcl. Nor do he ae vidence hat Siecledisclosed o Ykoo! deals included nth FLSA ware, so he rts Cou igs 0Which thy refer donot address wha Stel may have se to Yahoo!
DOJ informed the Court in its renewals that the FBI acted promptly to terminate Steele after
learning from him (after DOJ filed the first warrant application) that he had discussed his
‘work with a media outlet in late October. The January 2018 renewal further explained to the
Court that Steele told the FBI that he made his unauthorized media disclosure because ofhisfrustation at Director Comey’ public announcement hon before the loon tha he FB
reopened is investigation intocandidateClinton's email use.

+ DOJ never paid Stelefo the “dossier”: The Majority assrs that te FBI had “separtly
authorized payment” to Steele for his research on Trump but neglects to mention thatpayment was cancelled nd never made. A th FBI's records and Comines simonConims,lthough the PB niall considered ompensarion NNNERScomarcy never receiver mr
any “dossier”-related information.?’ DOJ accurately informed the Court that Steele hadbec an FD) confidential human sure since fll, for which he was-compenstedAi rc1 pment orpreviously shred information of vlue
unrelated to the FBI's Russia investigation.?*

Adaitions1 Onisions, Errors and Distortions in the Majority's Memorandum
+ DOJ approprintely provided the Court with comprehensive explanationof Russis'slection interference, including cvidence tha Rusia courted noyherTrampcampaignadvisor, Papadopoulos, and thas Rusia agents previewed thei hae anddiseminaton of olen amails. In clming ft ther sn evidence ofamy cooperation orconspiracy between Page and Papadopoulos,” the Majority misstates the reason why DOJspecically explained Russi'scouning of Papadopoulos Papadopoviors mesacton ih

Russian agents, coupled with real-time evidenceofRussian election interference,providedthe Court with» broader context in whieh fo cvluse Russa landcun eis andPage’s history and alleged contact with Russian officals. Moreover, since onlyPoe[
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TE,10 evidence ofa separate conspiracy between him and. apadopoulos was required. DOJ wauld have been negligent in omitting vital informationabout Papadopoulos and Russia's concerted efforts.

* nits Court filings, DOJ made proper use of news coverage. The Majority falsely claimshat he FISA materials “rfid heavily” on a September 23, 2016 Yahoo! News ance by
MichaelIsikofT and that this article “does not corroborate the Steele Dossier because it is
derived from information leaked by Steele himself.” In fact, DOJ referencedIsikoff’saril, alongside another rile the Majority ls o mention not to provide septatecomoboraion for Stele’ reporing, but mie f inform the CourtofPage publ dealofhis suspected meetings in Moscow, which Pag aso cchoed ina September 25,2016 ater

+ The Majority's reference to Bruce Ohris misleading. The Majority mischractcizesBruce Ohe's role, overstatethe significance ofhis interactions with Stele, and misleadsabout the imeframe of Oh's communication with th FBI. In late November 2016, Ofinformed the FBI of his rio profesional relationship with Scele and information that
Steele shared with him (including Steele's concern about Trump being compromised by
Russia). He also described his wife's contract work with Fusion GPS, the firm that hired
Steele separately. This occurredweeks after the election and more than a month after theCourt approved th initial FISA application. The Morty describes Bruce Ohr as a senor
DOJ official who “worked closely with the Deputy Attorney General, Yates and later
Rosenstein,” in order to imply that Ohr was somehow involved in the FISA process, but there:isno indication this s the case.
Bruce Oh is a wel-espected cree professional whose portfolio is drugs and organized
‘crime, not counterintelligence. There is no evidence that he would have known about thePage FISA applications and their contents. The Majority assertions, moreover, areitlevant in deemining the veracity of Stcles reporting. By he ime Oh debie withtheFBI, it had already terminated Scelo 3. source and was independently corroborating
Steele's reporting about Page’s activities. Bruce Ohr took the initiative to inform the FBI ofwhat he knew, and the Majority does him a grave disservice by suggesting he is pat ofsomemalign conspiracy.

+ Finally, Peter Strzok and Lisa Page’ text messages ar irrelevant o the FISAapplication. The Majority gratuitously includes reference t Stok and Page at the nd oftheir memorandum, in an effort imply ha political bias infected the FBI's investigationand DOI's FISA applications. In fac, neither Strzok nor Page servedasaffiants on the
applications, which were the productofextensive and senior DOJ and FBI review. In
demonizing both carcer professionals, the Majority accuses them of “orchestrating leaks tohemedia ~a serious charge; omits inconvenient ext messages, in which hey riqued awide angeofotherofficials and candidates fom both parties does ot disclose ha PBI
Deputy Director McCabe testified to the Committee that he had no idea what Page and
Strz0k were referring to in their “insurance policy” texts; and ignores Strzok'sacknowledged role in preparing public declaration, by then Direetr Comey. about formerSecretary Clinton's “extrame carelessness” in handling classified infomaton-—which greatlydamagedClinton's publi reputation in the days ust pio 10 the presidential clcion.
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!Letter to HPSCI Chairman Devin Nunes, Assistant Attorney General phen Boyd, DepartmentofJustice,January 24,2018.
Let to HESCI Chairman Devin Nunes, Assistant Atorney General Stephen Boyd, Department of Justice,January 24,2018. DOF also confimed in wii fo Minority SfDOJ and FBI's terms ofreview:

the Deparment hasaccommodated HPSCI's ovrsigh request by allowing peste in camera reviews ofthe material in an pproprise secure fucilty under the general stipulations ha (1) the Chair (o hisdelegate) and the RankingMember(or hisdelegate) and two staffcach, with appropriate securityclearances, be allowed o review on behalf of the Committee, 2) ha the review ake pace na readingroom et up tthe Department, and (3) thtth documents not leave the physical contro! ofthe Department,ond 5) tht the review opportnites be bipartisan in nature. Though we originally requested hat no notesbe taken, in acknowledgment ofa request by the Committeeand recognizing that the volume ofdocumentsFad incrased with time, the Department eventually allowed notestobe taken fo fcilite HPSCI's review,Also, intial reviews ofthe material include[sc] shot briefings by Department officials to put the materialincontext and 0 provide some addifonal information,
Email from Scphen Boyd to HPSCI Minority Slt, January 18,2018 (emphasis suppl).
 Leter to HPSCI Chatman Devin Nunes, Assistant Atorney General Stephen Boyd, Department ofJustice,January 24.2018

* Papadopoulos’ October ,2017 gaily plea adds urher texture o this init tip, by clarifying thataRussian agenttold Papadopoulos that “They [the Russians] ave dirt on her" “the Russians had emailsofClinton” they have.thousandsofemails.” U.S. . George Papadopoalos (1:17-c1.182, District of Columbia, p. 7.

? Under the SpecialCounsel's direction, Flynn and Papadopoulos have bth pleaded guilty o lying lo federalinvestigaors and ac cooperating wit the Special Counsel's investigation, wile Manafor and his ong imeside,former Trump deputy campaign manager Rick Gate, have been indicted on mullipe counts and are awaiting riaSee US: v. Michael T. Fyn(1:17-cr-232, Distt ofColumbia; US. v. PaulJ. Manor, Jr. are Richard .Gates (1:17-¢r201, District ofColumbia; U.S. v. George Papadopoulos (1:17-c1.182, Disiit ofColumbia).

SRTEE ————————————7, U.S. Southern Distres ofNew York, January 23, 2015
!* DepartmentofJustice, Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Cour Applicaton, October21, 2016, p18. Repeated insubsequent renewal appicaions
2 DepartmentofJustice, Foreign IntelligenceSurveillance Court plication, June 29, 2017, pp. 2021
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 ——SS5!a troc nligenc Commit’ ighCOMET wcssment at heRaa EVRmManL wa ngage ns cover meresCampton by ce the2016 lesion including ht Russian nllgnce actors “compromised he DNC rdWooWbrcqoyisk n July 2016" ove" of DNC mle. Depart of sie, Frog Inelgnce evens ConAoplcatan, October21 01, op. 67. Repeated and updated with rw nation ubinsrplications. Deprimer ofJc, Foreign Ine eres Survelnce Cou Appeaton, ons oerop. 20:21
Deparmentofsie, Foreign ntelligence Srvilnce Court Applicaton, fre 29, 2017 pp 36, 46,45.

Deparmentofuse, orig neler Survilance Cour Application, Joe 25, 2017,. 56
17 HESCY Morty Memorsdm, Forel neler Suilloee Ae Absathe Departentofhie andhe Federal Burauof Ivesiaton, any 15, 015 5p 3:3 emamerin “omisions ofc phn Sciedis ctv, fom he Page FSA appations.
Glen Simpson.

*ChestopberSke
* Pokins Coe LLP
Donald Trump,

= Depatinent of fusic, Foreign neligence Sureillaee Cout Application,Octobe 21,2016, pp. 5-16.1.5.Repent insbtcquentenc appa
 UPSCI Majority Memorandum, Foreign Inelgnce SuvellancedotAbuses he Deparment of sisandhe Federal Buranof mstigaton nory 18,3018,0.5
Departmentofsic, Foreign nligene Surin Cout Application, Ocober21,2016, p. 15, otoRepeted in scqentenedpans
nerve ofAnérw McCabe (FB Deputy Dito), House Permanent eect Commiteeo lence,December 19 2017, 6, 00 eviofSully Yas (ores Dept Aeris Geer: rePont SlsComico nelfenc. November 3. 2017.. 1: evi ith ous Carlin (omer AvsAoneGtfor Natonl Sci, House Pemann: Sl Commie on elem,ly,S017 1crewofAvi McCabe (FDI Deputy Dicion House Peano SlComon eles,Desembr 19,2017, p. 100101 115.
eviofFBI Agen, Howse Permanent Set Comite on ieligence, December20, 2017p. 112
Deparmentof sic, Foreign Inline Surveillance Court Application, October21, 2016, pp. 15116,1.5.Repose usedelspe:
PSI Maory Memorandum, Foreign neler Susilance Ac Abuses at he Departmentof ice andthe Federalraofestan anory 1, 308.pC he Fog FISA aplication is mentors lovmionending lowTricavine Ces Papalouos, bthr einefay soopron orCompisybetween Page and Popdoponion
ESCH Majority Memorsndun, Foreign nelgenesSuvlloce Act Absa the Deptertofhse andhe FederalBureauof estsaton Jonsry 15. 3018. 5.3 Neither WkofPnr Yoho!weseeininhc FISA Matas, Kein wih he PBF ginal paces ofoe Heng 5 peso

Deparment of sic, Foreign IelgnceSureillacs Court Applian, Ocaber 21, 2016p. 25, Deparinenosc,Fosign line Suvelnce Count APBhenion. nas 13301.p.31, Cars FagsLowy oFDircor aesConey Sepenes 35 3016. py
WORSRGRERNOEORN

HERI ACTIEIED
NLLASOIFED



OmSRORETINORORNe
eeeeee

Interviewof Andrew McCabe (FBI DeputyDirector), House Permanent Select Commitee on Intelligence,December 19,2017,p. 157.
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