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SUBJECT: Rescission of August 24, 2021and November 30, 2021 Coronavirus Disease 2019
Vaccination Requirements for Membersofthe Armed Forces

1am deeply proudofthe Department's work to combat the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19). Through your leadership, we have improved the healthofour Service members
and the readinessofthe Force, and we have provided life-saving assistance to the American
people and surged support to local health care systems and agencies at all levelsofgovernment.
The Department has helped ensure the vaccinationofmany Americans, while simultaneously
providing critical and timely acquisition support for life-saving therapeutics, tests, and treatments
for COVID-19. We have demonstrated the ability to support and defend the Nation under the
‘most tryingofcircumstances.

‘The Department will continue to promote and encourage COVID-19 vaccination for all
Service members. The Department has made COVID-19 vaccination as easy and convenient as
possible, resulting in vaccines administered to over two million Service members and 96 percent
ofthe Force — Active and Reserve — being fully vaccinated. Vaccination enhances operational
readiness and protects the Force. All commanders have the responsibility and authority to
preserve the Department's compelling interests in mission accomplishment. This responsibility
and authority includes the ability to maintain military readiness, unit cohesion, good order and
discipline, and the health and safety ofa resilient Joint Force.

On December 23, 2022 the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA,) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 was enacted. Section 525ofthe NDAA for FY 2023
requires me to rescind the mandate that membersofthe Armed Forces be vaccinated against
COVID-19, issued in my August 24, 2021 memorandum, “Mandatory Coronavirus Disease 2019
VaccinationofDepartment of Defense Service Members.” I hereby rescind that memorandum.
Talso hereby rescind my November 30, 2021 memorandum, “Coronavirus Disease 2019
Vaccination for Membersofthe National Guard and the Ready Reserve.”

No individuals currently serving in the Armed Forces shall be separated solely on the
basisoftheir refusal to receive the COVID-19 vaccinationiftheysoughtan accommodation on
religious, administrative, or medical grounds. The Military Departments willupdatethe records
of such individuals to remove any adverse actions solely associated with denials of such
requests, including lettersofreprimand. The Secretariesofthe Military Departments will further
cease any ongoing reviewsof current Service member religious, administrative, or medical
‘accommodation requests solely for exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine or appealsofdenials
of such requests.



Religious liberty is a foundational principleofenduring importance in America,
enshrined in our Constitution and other sources of Federal law. Service members have the right
10 observe the tenetsoftheir religion or to observe no religion at all, as provided in applicable
Federal law and Departmental policy. Components shall continue to apply the uniform standards
set forth in DoD Instruction 1300.17, “Religious Liberty in the Military Services.”

Other standing Departmental policies, procedures, and processes regarding
immunizations remain in effect. These include the abilityofcommanders to consider, as
appropriate, the individual immunization statusofpersonnel in making deployment, assignment,
and other operational decisions, including when vaccination is required for travel to, or entry
into,a foreign nation.

For Service members administratively discharged on the sole basis that the Service
‘member failed to obeya lawful order to receive a vaccine for COVID-19, the Department is
precluded by law from awarding any characterization less than a general (under honorable
conditions) discharge. Former Service members may petition their Military Department's
Discharge Review Boards and Boards for Correction of Military or Naval Records to
individually request a correction to their personnel records, including records regarding the
characterizationoftheir discharge.

‘The Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness shall issue additional
‘guidance to ensure uniform implementationofthis memorandum, as appropriate.

‘The Department's COVID-19 vaccination efforts will leave a lasting legacy in the many
lives we saved, the world-class Force we have been able to field, and the high level of readiness
we have maintained, amidst difficult public health conditions. Our efforts were possible due,
first and foremost, to the strength and dedicationof our people. I remain profoundly greatful to
the men and womenofthe Department of Defense for their efforts to protect our Force, the
Department of Defense community, and to aid the American people.
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