
TO: Interested and Invested Members of the Public

Thank you for letting us bring this issue to your attention and for dedicating the time we
know you will take in order to thoroughly read this dossier.

While Muskoxen in and around populated areas in the Nome area has been an issue for
nearly two decades, it has escalated to the point where we can no longer stay silent
while hoping that state game management entities will do the right thing and manage
muskoxen as a state resource. There have been numerous newspaper articles (local,
national, and international), news reports, and public testimonies speaking to this issue.

On December 13, 2022, we lost our friend, community member, and public servant,
CSO Curtis Worland, because of a muskox. In the 12/22/22 edition of the Nome
Nugget, it was printed that “Tony Gorn with the ADF&G said in an email to the Nugget
that initially, ADF&G did not respond with AST or the ambulance ‘because we weren’t
notified. We were not aware of the event until several hours later.” This is a major
problem because ADF&G should have been one of Curtis Worland’s first calls for
assistance instead of attempting to move a herd of agitated muskoxen by himself. Could
this be partly due to the fact that ADF&G themselves have shared with the Nome
Nugget, as reported in the Anchorage Daily News in August 2012,  that “Fish and Game
staff say obvious solutions have been tried and do not work”?

This is not a new problem; muskoxen have been encroaching on the personal property
of Nome residents (both inside city limits and subdivisions just outside) since the
early-to-mid 2000s, and it has been escalating ever since. A 2014 KTOO article
highlights how dangerous it has been for dogs and dog owners and how ineffective F&G
policies and practices were even back then. In 2019, the state wasted $1.9 million on a
new fence around the Nome Airport in an attempt to keep muskoxen off of the runway,
which air travel is rural Alaska’s lifeline.

Please find attached the summation of our work since Curtis’ death. We have compiled
information via a questionnaire and have photos, petition signatures, and letters of
support. We ask you to do right by all of us who are or have been negatively affected by
muskoxen and review all of the documents submitted today.

Respectfully,

Miranda Musich and Sarah Swartz
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RELATED LINKS:
QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES - CLICK TO READ STORIES AND TESTIMONIALS

PETITION LINK - THIS IS AN ACTIVE PETITION

12/13/22 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REGARDING THE LOSS OF CURTIS WORLAND

12/22/22 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REFERENCED ABOVE

2020 NOME NUGGET YEAR IN REVIEW: Charlie Lean put forward a proposal asking
that musk ox be added to the list of species that may be taken under a proxy permit in
GMU 22.

2020 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REFERENCING AN ATTACK ON THE WORLAND'S
DOG LOT (PHOTOS SHARED BELOW)

2019 ARTICLE REFERENCING THE $1.9 MILLION SPENT ON NOME AIRPORT
FENCING

A 2019 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REGARDING MUSKOXEN FORMERLY LEAVING
TOWN IN THE WINTER

2019 PHOTO OF A HERD GRAZING ON MUNZ FIELD - IMPACTING AIR TRAVEL IN
THE REGION

2019 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REGARDING MORE OF KIRSTEN BEY'S SLED
DOGS BEING KILLED IN A SINGLE INCIDENT - ADF&G STATES THERE AREN'T
MORE MUSKOXEN IN TOWN, WHICH SHOWS THEY ARE GETTING MORE
AGGRESSIVE

2017 NOME NUGGET ARTICLE REFERENCING THREE DOG DEATHS IN A SINGLE
WEEK, DIFFERENT LOCATIONS, DIFFERENT HERDS

2017 ARTICLE OF DOGS KILLED IN KIRSTEN BEY'S DOG LOT

2014 KTOO ARTICLE REFERENCED ABOVE

A 2012 ADN ARTICLE FEATURING CO-PETITIONER SARAH SWARTZ

PDF REGARDING THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF REINTRODUCTION OF MUSKOXEN

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13-snC468DKnGoiD0rSrlzAcRvAp4QklO/view?usp=share_link
http://www.change.org/ManageTheMuskox
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/nome%E2%80%99s-curtis-worland-died-after-musk-ox-attack
http://www.nomenugget.net/news/advisory-panel-hears-pleas-thin-musk-ox-herds-nome
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/2020-year-review
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/2020-year-review
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/2020-year-review
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-ox-dispatched-after-wounding-sled-dog
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-ox-dispatched-after-wounding-sled-dog
https://www.akbizmag.com/industry/construction/building-western-alaska/
https://www.akbizmag.com/industry/construction/building-western-alaska/
http://nomenugget.net/news/musk-ox-are-back-town
http://nomenugget.net/news/musk-ox-are-back-town
http://www.nomenugget.com/musk-ox-munz-field
http://www.nomenugget.com/musk-ox-munz-field
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-sled-dogs-two-separate-incidents
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-sled-dogs-two-separate-incidents
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-sled-dogs-two-separate-incidents
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-sled-dogs-two-separate-incidents
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-three-sled-dogs-last-week
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-oxen-kill-three-sled-dogs-last-week
http://www.nomenugget.com/news/musk-ox-kills-sled-dog-injures-another
https://www.ktoo.org/2014/07/31/one-dog-dead-another-muskox-attack-nome/
https://www.adn.com/our-alaska/article/relations-between-musk-oxen-and-nome-residents-get-testy/2012/08/17/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578fd94e59cc68a958c25cd5/t/5978189646c3c466a28c6bb2/1501042838730/Muskox%2520Farms.pdf
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PETITION STATEMENT:

Muskoxen are a prehistoric arctic land mammal that disappeared in Alaska by the early
1900s. Since the reintroduction of this species in the 1930s (specifically in the Bering
Strait Region in the 1970s), their existence has morphed from a novelty into a nuisance
to now - dangerous and sometimes lethal.

We, the residents of rural Alaska, request that Governor Dunleavy, the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, and any other stakeholders in wildlife management in
Alaska hold accountability and honor their duty in managing the game and wildlife of the
Bering Strait region and beyond. Change is desperately needed for the citizens of this
region to feel empowered in defending themselves and their animals without fear of
prosecution. We request training for local state/government agencies so we may
reasonably co-exist as we have done and continue to do with other wildlife.

In the last half-century, the muskox population has exploded and spread throughout the
region without a proper nor effective contingency strategy to control it. Stemming from
an ineffective hunting and conservation strategy, muskoxen have become an invasive
species. This has allowed these animals to flourish in a way that has become
dangerous and lethal to animals and, now, humans.

As rural Alaskans, we pride ourselves on being able to be caretakers of the wildlife
population and co-exist with them, but this has gone beyond that. In recent years,
muskoxen have increasingly caused destruction and dog deaths. They have destroyed
graveyards, decimating the locations of our loved ones' final resting places. They have
eaten food that people grew for their personal food security. Families cannot safely
subsist on the tundra or let their children play outside without the looming threat to their
lives and personal safety. Muskoxen hang around and spend time on runways,
endangering planes and people, which airplanes are our primary source of
transportation and moving freight.

Recently, Nome lost a valuable community member and public servant. CSO Curtis
Worland (Alaska State Troopers) was fatally gored by a muskox on December 13th.
Over the past decade, this had become a growing fear of the citizens in the region, and
now our worst nightmare has become a reality.  Our dear friend Kamey Kapp Worland is
now a young widow due to the gross mismanagement of an animal introduced without
any contingency plan to keep the public safe.

News of Curtis’ death has spread across the globe. Hundreds of articles were written
and shared in dozens of prominent major news outlets, including People Magazine,
NYPost, Washington Examiner, Daily Mail, Newsweek, USA Today as well as ABC,
CBS, NBS, and Yahoo News online. We are tired of unanswered calls for aid in
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managing these animals. We are tired of losing our pets, our property, our food, and
now our friends.

FACTS:

•Muskox had died out in Alaska by the early 1900s

•Not reintroduced to Alaska until the 1930s, and then not reintroduced to the
Nome/Bering Strait region until the 1970s

•Muskoxen have hurt or killed dozens of dogs in recent years

•They have now escalated to attacking and killing people

•They are a danger to passenger and cargo airplanes because of their proximity to the
runway in which previous efforts to keep them away have been unsuccessful

•They trample and destroy the gravesites of our loved ones, causing financial hardships
and emotional trauma

•They were not in the region when Nome was established as a permanent gold-mining
settlement and had not been in the region as an established food or subsistence
resource at any point during the colonization of Alaska

•Unlike moose and bears, they have no respect or fear of populated areas and instead
seek them out to get away from predators such as wolves and bears and to seek easy
food sources (i.e., people's gardens and grass growing near homes)

•People are afraid to defend their life and property with deadly weapons because of fear
of prosecution from the state

•We cannot coexist with them as we can with other wildlife, such as bears, moose,
caribou, and reindeer, as they have no fear or respect for populated areas

•Fish and Game and other authorities have been repeatedly notified of the issues, and
nothing has been done

•The state legislature supports Alaskans’ “right to mush,” and while not statutory, they
support mushing and its significance to Alaskan people and cultures. Muskoxen are a
barrier to this Alaskan right
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•A recent questionnaire shows that the people of the region overwhelmingly do not feel
safe around muskoxen, and they are experiencing negative interactions with them
repeatedly

Informal questionnaire results show the vast majority of respondents do not feel safe around
muskoxen and have been negatively impacted repeatedly
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REQUESTED SOLUTIONS TO CONSIDER:

•An emergency order to reduce the number of muskoxen in and around Nome city limits

•Allow culling of repeated nuisance animals and donate the meat to communities in
need

•Better management of predator populations of bears and wolves, which have driven
the animals into populated areas

•Provide EFFECTIVE resources for non-lethal ways to move herds

•Training local LEOs to be able to assist with moving herds away from populated areas

•Train and equip local volunteers on how to safely move muskox herds, to be done as a
group for safety purposes

•Open up more hunting opportunities in Game Unit 22C, and open it up to bulls and
cows

•Modernized methods of humane chipping, tagging, and tracking of muskoxen to obtain
crucial data on their herd movements that will assist in any scientific studies needed to
help with the population, as well as to curate a more accurate census. Scientific field
testing to ensure the population is healthy and not carrying any latent diseases that
could harm or change our ecosystem.

•In the 1970s, the Kellogg Foundation financed an operation in Unalakleet, Alaska by
sending approximately 30 muskoxen to start a farm. Over the tenure of the farm’s
existence, the handlers were able to tend the muskoxen in a successful enclosure to
maintain the herd. There were very few reports of the musk ox breaking through their
barriers. There are no documented incidents to where any damage or injuries took
place outside of the musk ox enclosures to humans, animals, or property. The demise of
the farm occurred in the 1980s when the cost of feeding the animals became too high,
as all the feed and supplies were shipped via bypass mail.

The remaining herd was successfully relocated to Palmer, Alaska, where they
have been able to successfully maintain a large number of muskoxen. The muskoxen in
their care receive stress-free handling and monitored ethical husbandry. They are able
to focus on qiviut production and educating the public. There is a very large tourism
draw to this farm, and they function as a noteworthy 501C non-profit.

We (the residents of Nome and the Bering Strait) would like to have the
opportunity to possibly revisit the musk ox farm concept as a productive means to
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harvest qiviut, keep the herds contained within ethical enclosure systems, help promote
tourism, increase safety, and utilize the animals for their resources in a similar model in
addition to forming barriers to keep other muskoxen out of residential areas.

A 2017 Nome Nugget Poll shows that Nome residents were in favor of hunting inside city limits
even back then.
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PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY CONCERNED
RESIDENTS IN THE NOME REGION:

Muskoxen prevented petitioner Miranda Musich from leaving her house on 12/16/22 - three
days after Curtis’ death. Her husband, a friend of Curtis’, had to go outside to try to get them
away from the house because they harass the horses (which are just to the left of the herd)

whenever they’re on the property, including breaking through electric fencing
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Muskoxen herd too close for comfort - submitted by Janice Mixsooke. “This was taken right
outside the door we use on a daily basis.”
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Previous 4 photos submitted by Kamey Kapp Worland to show the impact of the attack on her dog lot in 2020
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The previous 3 photos were submitted by Emerson Conger, who was attacked by muskox in his
yard when trying to bring his dogs inside to get away from it. This is one of his dogs. A letter of

support submitted by Emerson’s father Keith is below
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Previous 4 photos submitted by letter-writer Audrey Buie, sharing the devastating last moments with
Zeus, and a happier time before his unnecessary death
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The previous 3 photos were submitted by Sharon and Yusuf Rida to show how close they are to where
her children play and how they have no issues hanging out in front of people’s front doors
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Kenny Hughes, who now lives near the DOT/High School area and was a long-time resident of
Teller, shared the previous 2 photos and stated, “Way too often I come across this, a musk ox
around the corner of my house; often when I'm least expecting it. We can't keep our dogs tied
up outside for fear of these beasts wandering through when we are not at home.  We can't let

our children/grandchildren/great-grandchildren play outside (in extensively manicured yards with
swing sets, playhouses, and fences) without immediate supervision for fear of a surprise visit.

Do note the mother with young, the most dangerous of all beasts!”
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Marcy O’Neil submitted this photo showing a small group of muskoxen preventing her neighbors
from being able to leave their house
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT:
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PETITION COMMENTS

Name City State

Cou

ntry

Commented

Date Comment

Sarah Swartz US 12/20/2022

"We need change. Muskox have killed and maimed so many dogs

and now one of our best community members. The powers that

be need to do something to allow the residents of the Bering

Straits region feel empowered to protect themselves as well as

safe to leave their homes."

Karen Wilson

Mccordsvi

lle IN US 12/20/2022

"In other states, if natural predation does not work, the other

options are relocation and euthanasia of nuisance animals

(mountain lions, bears, etc). I am wondering what is so different

with the musk ox in Nome neighborhoods that gore dogs on

leash, and now have done the unthinkable and taken a human

life. I am in Nome temporarily and enjoy xc skiing when

conditions allow. With the recent tragic goring of a local well

versed in musk ox behavior, I will only ski when visibility is good,

and I have an idea where the herds MAY be. Please consider

options used with other nuisance wild life."

Diana Ellanna

Anchorag

e AK US 12/20/2022

"They killed officer Worlan here in Nome , I was so saddened to

hear of his passing . He had a wife and I believe children . Him

and his wife were a big part of the community here in Nome ,

our home ."

Emerson

Conger Nome AK US 12/20/2022

"15+ years ago, these animals were not a problem. Due to the

negligence of the authorities that are supposed to be responsible

for managing wildlife, Nome is now without a wonderful

member of the community. And sadly this is something that

many have been expecting to happen, and regularly warning the

authorities about. I hope that SOPs can be put in place to either

repel the herds from communities, or cull the herds that intrude

into city limits."

Susan Wolf Nome AK US 12/20/2022

"The Musk Ox in Nome have crossed a line by being allowed to

live in town, goring a minimum of 16 dogs to death, and more

recently, taking the life of a beloved member of the

community.Fish and Game and the Nome Police Dept. have told

those with dog lots to walk the gathered Musk Ox out of their

lots. This is so extremely dangerous that I have to ask why?!Fish
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and Game needs to step up and do their job. This has been an

ongoing problem for several years and needs a resolution now!"

Donald

wleklinski

Terre

Haute IN US 12/20/2022 "Needs attention."

Jennifer Russell Nome AK US 12/20/2022

"I'm sick of them in and near town killing dogs scaring people

and way more to say"

Tyler Ivanoff

Shishmare

f AK US 12/21/2022

"I’m signing this petition because we also have a Muskox

problem here in Shishmaref. Muskox are grazing on berry picking

grounds and are often tough to deal with. There are several large

herds and are continuing to grow. Getting a ticket to hunt them is

difficult because it is often very competitive. There are only 3

state and 3 federal tags per year. We need to control the Muskox

population."

Chelsea Hubert Nome AK US 12/21/2022

"The muskox are in my yard everyday in the summer. They come

into my yard when my kids are playing outside and are very

unsafe. I don’t want my kids to be scared to play outside"

Clinton Eaton Ypsilanti MI US 12/21/2022 "Proud to be born here. Protect them!"

CORA

HENDERSON

Hackensa

ck NJ US 12/22/2022

"This petition is well-written and well- thought-out. Doing what

the petition is calling for is obviously what needs to be done. It is

a plan of action that must be taken. It seems as if those that

govern take pleasure in the death of their constituents. If

otherwise, why do they always drag their feet or do nothing

when the people present them with problems that need to be

solved right away? Problems that risk/are taking people's

lives?Time to deal with this real problem."

katie worland Freedom IN US 12/22/2022

"Curtis was my cousin… Hoping some good comes from this

tragedy."

David

Stettenbenz Nome US 12/22/2022

"The time has come to removed these wild animals from the city

of Nome. They are dangerous and need a new home"

Jeffrey Smith Henrico VA US 12/22/2022 "My friend’s friend and Officer died in Nome from an Ox."

Micah Moore Nome AK US 12/23/2022

"People could be just simply taking a walk and since there is so

many willows everywhere you never know when one will just

walk up in front of you and get startled and aggressive. Some

may just never go away even if you throw rocks near them or

make loud noises"

Devin Bodine Nome AK US 12/23/2022

"The musk ox are a danger to humans and pets. My children are

afraid to play outside in the very few months of Summer that we
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have."

Debbie

Fruitman Cinebar WA US 12/23/2022

"I visit Nome and I love the people and the town. Safety from

Musk Ox are important to your tourism and your people. Take

care of your town & people!!!"

Perry Burress

Unalaklee

t AK US 12/23/2022

"Fish and Game need to get off there ass and take care of this

issue."

Brent

Oesterritter Nome AK US 12/24/2022

"Musk oxen do not belong in cities and people should not be

scared to protect their families and animals from threats. I accept

the risks of running into dangerous wildlife when I leave town

but I’ve had run ins with dozens of them in town running my

dogs and had packs of them chase my dogs through friends

yards. They don’t run when people or animals are close and they

are dangerous when they invade our space. Something needs to

change"

Grace Minix Nome AK US 12/28/2022

"I’ve had near run-ins with these animals within the city limits.

Pretty damn scarey especially having grandchildren with me!!!!"

Carol

Flammond Cut Bank MT US 12/30/2022 "My Cousins husband was fatally injured"

Gary

Samuelson Prescott AZ US 12/30/2022

"Signing this in memory of our lead dog, Bernard, who was

brutally eviscerated & murdered by a muskox in front of our Port

Rd house in 2014. Several times I herded up to 50 muskox away

from my home. It was only a matter of time before a human

would be killed. Muskox should be outlawed in Nome city limits

& shot in defense of life & property."

Gary

Samuelson Prescott AZ US 12/30/2022

"I lived in Nome for 38 years. We are signing this in memory of

our lead dog, Bernard, who was brutally eviscerated & murdered

by a muskox in front of our house on Port Rd in 2014. Several

times I herded up to 50 muskox away from my home. It was only

a matter of time before a human would be killed. Muskox should

be outlawed in Nome city limits & shot in defense of life &

property."

Darcie Holoboff Yuma AZ US 1/1/2023

"Musk ox are wandering the streets of Nome. Dangerous for

animals and children."

John Holmen Houston US 1/2/2023 "They killed my nephew in nome They need to be kept far away."

Lisa

Albert-Konecky Palmer AK US 1/4/2023

“I do not want to see any more people and domesticated animals

harmed or killed by wild roaming muskoxen.”
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PETITION SIGNATURES

As of 1/4/2023
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