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Afghan officials: Islamic State group operating in south
 BY LYNNE O’DONNELL

The Associated Press

CAMP SHORABAK, Afghani-
stan — Afghan officials confirmed 
for the first time Monday that the 
extremist Islamic State group 
is active in the south, recruiting 
fighters, flying black flags and, 
according to some sources, even 
battling Taliban militants.

The sources, including an Af-
ghan general and a provincial 
governor, said a man identified as 
Mullah Abdul Rauf was actively 
recruiting fighters for the group, 
which controls large parts of 
Syria and Iraq.

Gen. Mahmood Khan, the dep-
uty commander of the army’s 215 
Corps, said that within the past 
week residents of a number of 

districts in the southern Helmand 
province have said Rauf’s repre-
sentatives are fanning out to re-
cruit people.

“A number of tribal leaders, 
jihadi commanders and some 
ulema (religious council mem-
bers) and other people have con-
tacted me to tell me that Mullah 
Rauf had contacted them and 
invited them to join him,” Khan 

said.
But he said the Taliban, which 

are active across Helmand and 
controls some districts, has warned 
people not to contact Rauf.

“People are saying that he has 
raised black flags and even has 
tried to bring down white Taliban 
flags in some areas,” said Saiful-
lah Sanginwal, a tribal leader in 
Sangin district. “There are re-

ports that 19 or 20 people have 
been killed” in fighting between 
the Taliban and the Islamic State 
group, he added.

Rauf was a corps commander 
during the Taliban’s 1996-2001 
rule of Afghanistan, according 
to Amir Mohammad Akundzada, 
the governor of Nimroz province, 
neighboring Helmand.
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You approach Thule Air Base by banking over Baffin Bay. The 
lucky ones on the right side of the aircraft look down at the icebergs, 

lonely in September but increasing in number as the four-month nighttime 
of winter closes in. On the ground, the pristine becomes practical: a long runway 

from bygone missions, the hangars and support buildings at the entrance to America’s 
northernmost base and military community. Here at Thule Air Base in northern Greenland,

140 airmen, along with 500 Danish and Greenlandic contractors, watch polar-orbiting satellites,
look for ballistic missile launches and support almost anything that happens north of the Arctic Circle. 

Stars and Stripes visited to find out about the mission and the people who get the privilege of 
spending a year on this remote — and remotely understood — assignment.
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