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BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

THULE AIR BASE,
Greenland — Legend has
it that Eric the Red, father
of famed explorer Leif Er-
icson, gave Greenland its
name to attract settlers.

It’s a plausible theory; the
island is inhabited in dots
along the southern coasts,
since the interior is a frozen
wasteland.

The vast ice sheet, 2 miles
thick at its peak, stretches
for 750 miles to the east
coast from Thule, and more
than twice that north to
south. The big empty. An ice
sheet three times the size
of Texas. Glaciers spill into
fjords along the coast. At
Thule, the land slopes down
to the base, North Star Bay
and Mount Dundas.

The capriciousness of
the weather is fascinating

- : - : : . — = : ‘ \ \ = j ' and frightening, something
- : ; . b : — Ay ‘ A\ . ' all too familiar for base

residents.

Winter was fast approach-
ing. As the Earth tilts away
from the sun, Thule becomes
a land of permanent night,
and permanent cold, dipping
to as low as 47 below zero, ac-
cording to base statistics.

“The coldest I saw, during

) . . - . . : . — - X a storm, was minus-60,” 1st
e : - = - . s A Lt. Matthew SmoKovitz said.
“It gets to a point where you
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cares at this point?”’

High winds, created by
low pressure to the west
over Baffin Bay, blow in off
the ice cap from the south-
east. The air is channeled
into the valley where Thule
is located, increasing the
wind speed. According to
the base welcome packet,
during a storm in March
( . . 1972, the anemometer on a
. N . storm shelter recorded what

is now considered the third

highest wind velocity ever:

B - ” ' 207 mph.

SEE EXTREME ON PAGE 20

[] Salti 6 I “The coldest I saw,
OF THE WORLD _ during a storm, was
' minus-60. It gets
to a point where
you can’t really tell
the difference. It’s
already cold — who
cares at this point?’
1st Lt. Matthew Smokovitz




