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1
2 EEE Good afternoon, everyone.

3 This isa deposition of Or. Kelli Ward conducted by the House Select Committee to
4 Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol pursuant to House
Ss Resolution S03.
. Or. Ward, could you please state your full name and spell your last name for the
7 record?

8 The Witness. Dr. Kelli Ward, W-a-r-d.

5 | ——
10 This will be a staff-led deposition today, and members of the select committee

11 may, of course, choose to join us and will also ask questions,
12 Since we're doing this remotely, there's a participant list on the side of our Webex

13 screen. We willtry to identity any members of the select committee if they join and
14 you'll be able toseetheir names appearthere.~And then, if they have anyquestions,
15 the convention usually is that they'll turn on theirvideo, so they'll pop up on your screen

16 atthat time as well.
w My nameisIEE I'm investigative counsel with the select committe.
18 And I'll let my colleagues here in the room today with me also introduce themselves.

1 MEGood afternoon, Or. Ward. Myname isIE 1ma
2 senior investigative counsel to the committee.
un EE Good sftemoon, Or. Ward. Myname'sIE 1m»
22 professional staff member with the committee.
5 EE Thank you.
2 We're joined bya couple of other members of the select committee staff,
25 includingIN210 investigative counsel with the committee,andIEE
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1 EE ourchiefclerk.

2 Before we begin, we'd like to go through a few ground rules.

3 We wil be following the House deposition rules today that we providedto your

4 counsel previously. Under the House deposition rules, counsel for other persons or

5 government agencies may not attend, and you are, Dr. Ward, permitted to have your

6 attorneys present

7 Under the House rules neither committee members nor staff may discuss the

8 substance of your testimony that you provide today unless the committee approves

9 release. And you and your attorney can have an opportunity to review the transcript if

10 youwish.

1 At this time, counsel, could you please note your appearances for the record?

2 Mr. Mills. Good afternoon. LaurinMillsforDr. Ward.

13 Mr. Kolodin. And good morning. ~ Alexander Kolodin for Dr. Ward.

1a EE Great

15 There is an official reporter transcribing the record of this deposition. So we'll

16 askyou, Dr. Ward, to please wait until each question is completed before you begin your

17 response, and we will try to wait until yourresponsesare all complete before we ask our

18 next question

19 The stenographer cannot record nonverbal responses, such as shaking your head,

20 soit'simportant that you please answer each question with an audible verbal response.

2 We are, as you noted at the beginning, we are recording this deposition that's

22 being conducted virtually, but the official record of the deposition is the record that the

23 official reporters are taking down.

2 We ask that you provide complete answers based on your best recollection. If

25 the questions are not clear, please ask for clarification and we'd be happy to provide it.
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1 And thenif you donot know the answer, please simply say so.

2 You may only refuse to answer a question to preserve a privilege that is

3 recognized by the select committee. Ifyou refuse to answera question based on a

4 privilege, staff may either proceed with the deposition or seek a ruling from the chair on

5 the objection. Ifthe chair overrules an objection, you are required to answer the

6 question.

7 Again, please don't hesitate to ask us to repeat a question if you have any trouble

8 hearing us orf its not clear, and if you need to consult with your counsel at any time

9 during this interview - or during this deposition, sorry - that's not a problem at all

10 Because we're doing this virtually, we recommend that you mute and turn off

11 your cameras to facilitate any sort of - any private conversation that you need to have

12 with your lawyers

13 If you need to have a breakfor any other reason during the deposition,please just

14 letus know and we'd be happy to accommodate that.

15 And finally, | want to remind you that itis unlawful to deliberately provide false

16 information to Congress. And since this deposition wil be under oath, providing false

17 information could result in criminal penalties for perjury and/or for providing false

18 statements.

19 Do you understand that, Or. Ward?

0 The Witness. Yes.

2 IE O'ov. Sot this time, could you please stand and raise your right

22 hand to be sworn by the official reporter?

23 The Reporter. Do you solemnly declare and affirm under the penalty of perjury

24 that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing

25 butthe truth?
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1 The Witness. 1 do, so help me God.

2 Mr. Mills. At this point, 'd like to make my statement before you continue.

3 IE sure. That makes sense, Mr. Mills. Goright ahead.

a Mr. Mills, Yeah.

5 In light of Deputy Attorney Genera Lisa Monaco's statements to CNN on January

6 the 25th that there is an ongoing criminal investigation into the exact subject that you

7 wantto examine Dr. Ward on, and in light of ths committee's written filings in the

8 Central District of California, Santa Anna Division, in the Eastman case, Dr. Ward is going

9 tostate her name, but she is going to invoke her right not to be a witness against herself

10 under the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution to every other question.

1 And what she will answer s, if it’sokay with you guys, she will answer, " rely on

12 myFifth Amendment privilege," and that will be the shorthandfor that.

13 And so Mr. Kolodin or | may assert another privilege or objection depending on

14 your question just to preserve it. But every answer you'regoingto get from Dr. Ward

15 after she states her name under oath will be, " rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.”

16 I Okay. Thankyou for that, Mr. Mills

FY 1 think, as we previously discussed, we have questions here that we'd ike to ask

18 Dr.Ward and we'll hear her objections to each of those questions.

19 1 think we may need to heara more fulsome statement at the outset, so that we

20 havea reall clear record aboutwhat exactly its in Dr. Ward's own words that she's

21 asserting. And then once we have that on the record, | thinka shorthand will suffice for

22 the majorityofthe remaining questions.

2 Mr. Mills. You have her statement. She is going to say, "I rely on my Fifth

24 Amendment privilege." And so that's what she is going to say.

2 IE Understood. Well, we appreciate your statement at the outset,
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1 here. | think we should go ahead and get started. We'llaskacoupleof questions

2 really sort of preliminarily to get started and when we reach the point that Dr. Ward feels

3 its appropriate to assert those privileges we can get that on the record,
a Doesthat work?

5 Mr. Mills. It does.

6 IE Oey. Anyothersuesthatweshoulddiscuss?
7 Or, Dr. Ward, did you have any questions about the kind of ground rules that we

8 set out?

5 The Witness. ~ Nope.
10 EEE Oley. Great Les getgoing then
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1
2 EXAMINATION

5 oYE—
. QE couldyou pleasepullupexhibit No. 12
$ Dr. Ward, we have several exhibits that we'd like to show you today. Since we're

6 doingthis virtually, we'll do it in the screen share.
7 So for this first one, can you just confirm that you're able to see this document on

8 thescreen?
5 A ves

10 Q Okay. Do you recognize this document?

un A No.
12 Q Okay.

13 A Well, yes. |mean -|can'tseetheentire --

1 Mr. Kolodin. 1 advise Dr. Ward to assert her Fifth Amendment privilege.
15 EO.
16 oI
7 Q Dr. Ward, do you understand that you're appearing here today pursuant to a

18 subpoena issued by the select committee dated February 15th, 2022?

1 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
0 Q Dr. Ward, are youdecliningto answer our questions todaybased on the Fifth
2a Amendment because you reasonably believe your factual responses to specific questions

2 maytendto incriminate you?
23 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Or. Ward, let me just read to you the relevant section of the Fifth
25 Amendment to the United States Constitution so that you can confirm for us that this is.
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1 the provision ofthe Fifth Amendment that you're relying on today for your objections.

2 So the Fifth Amendment in relevant part reads, "No person shall be compelled in

3 any criminalcase tobe a witness against himself."

a Is that the provision of the Fifth Amendment that you are asserting as a privilege

Ss against your testimony today?

6 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 IE Mills,| think it makes sense, we need to have the witness

8 confirm what she is asserting, and there are multiple provisions of the Fifth Amendment.

9 Soif you want to take a moment to speak with Dr. Ward about that just to confirm

10 thatthatis, in fact, the provision of the Fifth Amendment that she is asserting, we'd

11 appreciate that, and then we can move forward with her just saying I'm asserting the Fifth

12 Amendment privilege.

13 Mr. Mills. 1 believe | made it clear in, at least, two communications with you the

14 exact provision of the Fifth Amendment that we were asserting, and | made it lear on the

15 record the exact provision that she is asserting and what the shorthand would stand for.

16 But I'm not takingany chances that you guys will argue waiver. And so she is

17 goingto say, "I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.” I's very clear what privilege she

18 isasserting.

19 I nd it's just, i's hers to assert, Mr. Mills. So we just need her to

20 say, yes, that that is, in fact, the provision, what you have explained is the one she’s

21 relyingon,

2 Mr. Mills, Okay. 1will do that.

2 Dr. Ward, you can say yes, that that's the provision.

2 Mr. Kolodin. Can we consult briefly?

2 Mr. Mills, Yeah.
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1 IE sure, ves. Why don't we go off the record for a moment here?

2 [Discussion off the record.]

3 I t's coback on the record now.

a Mr.Mill, Why don't youask your question again?

s I behoyto
s Ms. Ward, I've asked youa few questions. You've asserted your Fifth

7 Amendment rights. And | asked you whether that was because you reasonably believed

8 your factual responses to those questions may tend to incriminate you.

° Mr. Mill, Objection. That's not what you said. You cited a provision of the

10 Fifth Amendment and that's - because the Fifth Amendment mentionsnothing about

1 incrimination.

2 I Understood.

3 Mr.Mills. Soreadthe exact words.

1a IE Ves, | wasgettingthere, ves, Mr. Mills.

15 50, Dr. Ward, is the provision of the Fifth Amendment that you are citing to in

16 response to our questions today the one that reads in relevant part, "No person shall be:

17 compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself"?

18 The Witness. Yes, aswellasmydue process

1 BE Okey. Thankyou. Sowe will understand as we go through the
20 remainder of our questions today that when you assert your Fifth Amendment rights that

21 its that provision of the Fifth Amendment to which you're referring. ~ Okay?

2 Ivou please bring back up exhibitNo. 1.

2 Olay.

2 Or. Ward, on the screen is exhibit No. 1, the subpoena issued to youbythe select

25 committee. Canyou see that document?
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1 The Witness. Yes.

2 MEE Okey. Thankyou.

3 The part ofthe subpoena that you received from the select committee requires

4 youto produce documents and information, including any electronically stored

5 information,

6 Do you understand that obligation?

7 Mr. Kolodin. 1 advise my client to assert her Fifth Amendment privilege.

5 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

9 oI
10 Q Okay. Dr. Ward, have youreviewed the schedule of requests attached to

11 the subpoena?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q Did you conduct a search for records that might be responsive to the

14 schedule attached to the subpoena?

15 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

16 Q Dr. Ward, you've not produced any documents to the select committee that

17 are responsive to the requests attached to the subpoena. Is that correct?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Dr. Ward, do you intend toassertyour Fifth Amendment privileges in

20 response to anyfurther questions that | ask you about the documents, any search or

21 relevant documents that you discovered that were responsive to the subpoena?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

23 Q Okay. Dr. Ward, doyou haveaTwitter handle?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Okay. We're aware ofa Twitter account with the name @kelliwardaz,
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1 kell w-ard,az Are youthe individual that posts through that Twitteraccount?

2 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

3 Q Dr. Ward, we're also awareof another Twitter account that postswith the

4 name @AZGOP. Are you an individual with control over posts under that account?

5 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

6 Q Dr. Ward, can you tell us alittle bit about your professional background?

7 Where did you attend undergraduate and graduate education?

8 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

9 Q Did you graduate from Duke University?

10 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

u Q And medical school at the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine --

2 A Irelyon myFifth

13 Q Soy. | wasjust going to pull it together. And also ALT. Still University in

14 Arizona?

15 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

16 Q Dr. Ward, what is your current occupation?

1” A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

18 Q Have you held political office? ~ And, in particular, did you serve as a

19 member of the Arizona State Senate between 2013 and ‘15?

20 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Have you been chair of the Republican Party of Arizona since approximately

2 2019?

23 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Dr. Ward, Id like to ask you some questionstoday about the 2020 election.

25 Illrefer tot as the Presidential election or the 2020election, but what | mean by that is
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1 the election held on November 3rd, 2020, to elect the President of the United States.

2 My first question for you in that topic is, what role did you have with the Trump

3 reelection campaign leading upto and before election day?
4 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

5 Q Where were you on election day, November 3rd, 2020?

. PT  ————
7 Q Did you have any official role for the Trump campaign on election day?

8 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

9 Q What responsibilities did you have for the Trump campaign between

10 election day and November 7th, 2020, when the television networks called the

11 Presidential raceforthe Biden-Harrs ticket?
12 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q On November 3rd, 2020, FOX News called Arizona for then Vice President

14 Biden at approximately 11:20in the evening on the East Coast with AP News following
15 withtheir call about 3 hours later. Do you recall that?

16 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

v Q Dr. Ward, did you ever exchange text messages with Mark Meadows, then
18 the White House chief of staff?

19 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

» QI couldyou bring up extibit No. 2, please?
2a Okay. Thank you.

2 Ms. Ward, this is anexhibit that shows text message communications. [€a
23 bit -- a bit hard to read, so please let us know if you need us to zoom in.

24 There we go. That's perfect.

2» Vd like to drawyourattention to. in ithisdocument that has the date
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1 November 6th, 2020. Itisin blue. And it reads ~ i's a text message that you sent to

2 Mark Meadows, and it reads, "Do NOT concede," with the "NOT" capitalized.

3 Dr. Ward, why did you send this message to Mr. Meadows?

a A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

5 Q Dr. Ward, do you use a phone number that ends in the numbersIll

6 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q Do you stil have access to the text messages sent through the phone

8 numberthat endsinIE?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Dr. Ward, the remaining television networks called the Presidential race in

11 Arizona for then Vice President Biden on November 12th, 2020.

2 Did you communicate with Mark Meadows about whether or not President Trump

13 should concedeafter the Presidential ace was called in Arizona?

1a A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q Id next ike to ask you some questions about allegations of election fraud

16 that arose following the November 3rd, 2020, election.

FY The first question I'd like to ask you there is, what investigation did the Trump

18 campaign do into allegations of election fraud that arose following the Presidential

19 election?

1) A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q What, if any, was your role in those efforts, Dr. Ward?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

23 Q Two days after the Presidential election, on November Sth, 2020, did you

24 posta tweet about ways to, quote, "fix election chaos"?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
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1 Q EEEcouldyoupleasebring up exhibit No. 3.

2 Can you see exhibit 3, Or. Ward?

3 A Yep

4 Q Okay. Sothisisa tweet by @kelliwardaz posted November Sth, 2020. It

5 writes, "How do we fix election chaos?" and then, "Let me think," and suggests several

6 items, including vote on one specific day, require voter identification, use paper ballots,

7 and use pens not #Sharpies.

8 Dr. Ward, why did you tweet, "Vote on one specific day"?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Dr. Ward, are you aware that Arizona has utilized early voting since at least

no 1992?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q Why did you tweet, "use pens not #sharpies™?

1a A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q Dr. Ward, what investigation did you do into what were known as

16 "SharpieGate" allegations beforeposting this tweet on November Sth?

FY A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

18 Q Did you speak with any Maricopa County election officials regarding these

19 allegations about Sharpie markers?

1) A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q [EEE coud you please bring up exhibit No. 47

2 Dr. Ward, this is another tweet postedbythe account @MaricopaVote on

23 November 3rd, 2020. Did you review this or any other voter education materials that

24 Maricopa County distributed before and on election day informing the public that

25 Sharpies were safe to use when marking their ballots?
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1 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Let's bring up exhibit No. 5, please.

3 Dr. Ward, do you recognize this document?

a Mr. Kolodin. 1 advisemy client to, in addition to asserting her Fifth Amendment

5 privilege, to also assert the attorney-client privilege.

6 IE O%ay. Just to be clear, my question was justwhether she

7 recognized this document, which is a complaint filed in, | believe, State court in Maricopa

8 County.

9 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

10 privilege asit applies

1 IE Or. Ward, the Arizona Republican Partywas a plaintiff in an election

12 contest lawsuit, along with the Trump campaign and the Republican National Committee.

13 Thisis a complaint in that case filed on November 7th, 2020. Is that correct?

1a Mr. Kolodin, | advisemy client to assert, in addition to her Fifth Amendment

15 privilege, the attorney-client privilege.

16 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

17 privilege.

1 ME Understood. Your objections are noted. Just to be clear, I'm

18 notasking ~ none of my questions and certainly not this one willl be asking for any

20 privileged communication between you and your counsel, merely directed at the fact of

21 the existenceofthis lawsuit and the fact that this is the complaint that was filed in

22 Federal Court —or in State court, forgive me.

2 This suit centered on allegations relating to the use of Sharples to mark ballots,

24 specifically contains allegations of, quote, "ink permeating the paper,” end quote. And

25 itrelatesto the use of the quote, "green button," end quote, on Maricopa County
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1 tabulation devices.

2 Is that correct?

3 Mr. Kolodin, Sameadvice.

4 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client

5 privilege.

6 oI

7 Q Dr. Ward, have you seen any actual evidence that votesfor Trump were not

8 counted because Sharpies were used to mark ballots?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Let's bring up exhibit No. 6, please.

1 Dr. Ward, this is a tweet. It was posted on November 11th, 2020, by the account

12 Brahm Resnik, Brahm R-e-s-n-ik. And it hasa video embedded init that we're going.

13 totrytoplayforyou. Here we go.

14 [Video shown]

15 Q Thankyou

16 Dr. Ward, that video that we just played you that was embedded in the tweet,

17 exhibit 6,is an interview conducted on FOX News by Arizona Attorney General Mark

18 Bmovich. Isthat correct?

19 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

0 Mr. Kolodin, 1 also advise my client to asserther attorney-client privilege in

21 responsetothat question

2 The Witness. As well as attorney-client privilege.

23 IE Understood. Just to be clear, the question was abouta public

24 statement made by the Arizona attorney general. Are you saying that it may implicate

25 anattomey-client privilege between Dr. Ward and the attorney general?
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1 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client

3 privilege,

a IE O'y. In this interview, the attorney general in Arizona stated that

5 state officials had received approximately 1,000 complaints about the election, but

6 found, quote, "no evidence of widespread voter fraud." He then stated, "If indeed there

7 was some great conspiracy, it apparently didn't work," close quote.

5 Dr. Ward, did you agree with the statement?

9 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Mr. Kolodin. 1 also advise my client to assert the attorney-client privilege.

1 The Witness. As well as attorney-client privilege.

2 IE Or. Ward, were you aware of any information about widespread

13 voter fraud on or around November 11th, 2020, that was not yet presented in litigation or

14 tostate and local election officials?

15 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

16 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client

17 privilege.

1 oI

19 Q Let's bring up exhibit No. 7.

1) We wil totry to zoom in a litle bit. That's great.

2 So, Dr. Ward, again, these are some text messages that you exchanged with Mark

22 Meadows, then the White Housechiefofstaff,

2 On November 11th, 2020, you texted two images to Mark Meadows. Can you

24 describe those images for us, please?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
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1 Q You then texteda link to the same Twitter post that we showed you in the

2 previous exhibit, which included the video of the Arizona attorney general being

3 interviewed on FOX News. Your text accompanying that tweet that you sent to Mr.

4 Meadows read, "What are these people on ‘our side’ doing here in Arizona??" followed

5 bytwo question marks

6 Did you send this text message to Mr. Meadows?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q Okay. Why did you send that text message?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Dr. Ward, did you think it would be harmful for Republican State officials to

11 publicly state that they had found no evidence of widespread election fraud?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q When you sent those text messages to Mr. Meadows, had you seen actual

14 evidence that the statements made by the attorney general of Arizona were wrong?

15 Mr. Kolodin. advise my client, in addition to asserting the Fifth Amendment

16 privilege, toassert the attorney-client privilege.

7 The Witness. 1 rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege, as well as attorney-client

18 privilege.

19 The Reporter. Excuse me, counsel, can we get the camera on both of you, the

20 counsel with the witness in the room, so that we can see you speak?

2 Mr. Kolodin. Unfortunately, our technical setup doesn't allow for that, at least |

22 don'tknow how todo it, so apologize.

23 I bewe can go off the record fora moment here.

2 [Discussion off the record.]

2 IE Let's coback on the record now.
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1 I want to ask you a few more questions about the complaint that we showed you

2 in exhibit 5, Dr. Ward. It was a complaint that the caption of the case is the Trump

3 campaign, Republican National Committee, and Arizona Republican Committee against

4 Hobbs, etal, in Maricopa County Court.

5 And this is a lawsuit that was widely referred to as the SharpieGate suit. But on

6 November 12th, 2020, it was also widely reported tht counsel for the plaintiffs in that

7 case, Kory Langhofer, appeared in court in Maricopa County and stated clearly, quote,

8 "This is not a fraud case. We are not alleging fraud. We are not alleging that anyone is

9 stealing the election," end quote.

10 Do you recall that, Dr. Ward?

n Mr. Kolodin, Sameadvice

12 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege, as well as attorney-client

13 privilege.
14 ME Okey. Just to be clear, my question was not directed at any

15 privileged communication that you may have had as a representative of the Arizona

16 Republican Party with Mr. Langhofer, but rather what was reported that he said in a

17 hearing, open hearing, in court. Do you understand that?
1s Mr. Kolodin, Form.

19 IE Ooyou understand thebasisofmyquestion? -
2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and my attorney-client

21 privilege,
2 I Ofc. Thankyou.

23 As has been publicly reported, during the hearing the defendants in this case

24 represented that the issues alleged in the complaint affected less than 200 ballots. Is

25 that correct?
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1 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment right and privilege, as well as

3 attomey-client privilege.

a IE Okay. And following the hearing, lawyers for the Trump campaign

5 acknowledged that the relief sought in the suit, which was a hand recount of potential

6 overvotes, would not affect the outcome of the Presidential contest because the margin

7 ofvictory was significantly greater than the number of these potential overvotes.

5 Did you attend or listen to the hearing in that case, Or. Ward?

9 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

10 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and my attorney-client

1 privilege.

2 ME Okay. Also, as reported after that hearing, the court questioned

13 plaintiffs counsel regarding the method of gathering evidence in support of the

14 allegations, which apparently included some allegations submitted through an online

15 portal that about which the campaign lawyers were not able to determine their veracity.

16 Do you recall that reporting about the court's questioning during a hearing in this

17 case, Dr. Ward?

1 Mr. Kolodin. Same advice.

19 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

20 privilege.

2 IE Were you aware of or involved in these efforts togather and

22 investigate evidence in support of the allegations of election fraud raised in this

23 complaint?

20 Mr. Kolodin. Sameadvice.

2 The Witness. 1 rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege, as well as attorney-client
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1 privilege.

2 EE On November 13th, 2020, the lawyer representing plaintiffs in this

3 case, Trump v. Hobbs, Kory Langhofer, filed a Notice of Partial Mootness alerting the

4 court that, quote, "The tabulation of votes statewide has renderer unnecessary a judicial

5 ruling as to the Presidential electors," end quote.

6 Is that correct, Dr. Ward?

7 Mr. Kolodin. Same advice.

5 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

9 privilege.

10 ME O'y. Id like to show you now exhibit No. 8.

1 Okay. These are additional text messages between yourself and Mark Meadows,

12 then the White House chief of staff, exchanged on November 13th, 2020.

13 After that hearing, do you recall exchanging a number of text messages with Mr.

14 Meadowsregarding the litigation developments and legal strategy?

15 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

16 The Witness. 1 rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege, as well as attorney-client

17 privilege.

18 I ust to be clear, Mr. Meadows was at that time the White House

19 chief of staff is not a lawyer, to the extent of my knowledge. ~ Are youasserting that

20 your communications with Mr. Meadows may implicate an attorney-client privilege?

2 Mr. Kolodin. Sameadvice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

23 privilege.

2 IE On November 13th, 2020, you senta link in a text message to Mr.

25 Meadows. Itlinks to a CNN news article with the headline, "Trump Campaign Drops
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1 Arizona Lawsuit Requesting Review of Ballots."

2 Is that correct?

3 Mr. Kolodin, Sameadvice.

a The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

5 privilege.

s JI nd at the same time,yousentatext message to Mr. Meadows
7 saying, "WTH?" which I think is an abbreviation for "what the hell?" Is that correct, Dr.

8 Ward?

9 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

10 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

1 privilege.

1 IE night of the issues that were raised in the hearing in court in

13 Maricopa County the preceding day, why did you send this article to Mr. Meadows with

14 the commentary "WTH'?

15 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

16 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

17 privilege.

18 IE Okay. Mr. Saunders,if you could scroll downa little bit.

1» oI
2 Q Dr. Ward, I'd like to direct yourattention to the next text message in time

21 there. Less than an hour ater, sill on November 13th, 2020, you texted Mr. Meadows

22 andsaid, "Just talked to POTUS. He may call the Chairman of the Maricopa Board of

23 Supervisors (BOS). Want to be sure he's briefed on what to discuss.” You then

24 provided what appearto be some talking points for that discussion.

2 Do you recall this, Or. Ward?



1 A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Okay. The talking points that you provide were, "1. BOS has full authority

3 (an obligation) to ensure ntrity of the election in Miarcapa County. Because State
a law is being ignored in Maricopa as they are unable to verify/hand audit by precinct (as

$ required by law), a hand count audit of all votes cast in voting centers is necessary."

. i you sen that tex message, Dr. Ward?
7 A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q These talking points went on. Number 2, "The BOS can ask for increased

9 hand counting before certifying the election." And number 3, "There are potential

10 issues with Dominion systems that MUST," in capital letters, "be adjudicated before

11 centficaton should everbe considered by B05
12 Did you send this text message to Mr. Meadows, Dr. Ward?

13 Mr.Kolodin. Same advice.

The Witness, rely on my ith Amendment privilege and attorney-client
5 prege,
1 ofE—
uv Did you recommen that President Trump cll members of the Maricopa
18 County Board of Supervisors?

19 A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

Dr Ward, why didyou recommend that the residentof theUnited tates
2a call membersofthe Maricopa County Boardof Supervisors?

= A rely on my Fifth Amendment prviege.
23 Q What was the factual basis for your statement in this text message that

28 there were, quote, "potenti sues, cose aot, with Dominion systems tht needed to
25 be adjudicated before certification?
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1 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.
2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

3 priviege
a IE Oy. You then asked Mr. Meadows why lawyers in Arizona had
5 dropped the campaign lawsuit following the 6-hour hearing in Maricopa County State

6 court
7 Do you recall Mr. Meadows' response?

8 Mr. Kolodin. Same advice.

9 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

0 prviege.
1 II or you just scroll down a ltl bit so we can see the next?
12 That'sgreat. Yeah,keepgoing a little bit. There we are. Yep.

13 Dr. Ward, | just wanted to direct your attention to the text messages on

14 November 13th, 2020, with the time stamp 14:25 and 14:26. ~ Mr. Meadows responded
15 suggesting that there was a concern about a counterclaim for sanctions.

16 Do yourecalldiscussing this with Mr. Meadows?

w Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.
18 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

19 priviege.
2 J 0.sd,doyouthink that lawyers for theTrump campaign should
2a have continued seeking to overturn the election result even after being notified that their

22 arguments were potentially sanctionable?
23 Mr. Kolodin. Same advice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment priviege and attorney-client
5 priviege.
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1 I st to be clear, my question is not directed at any privileged

2 communications that you may have had with lawyers that were representing you in this

3 case, but rather to your impressionsofthe circumstances then and in connection with

4 your communications to Mr. Meadows, the White House chief of staff.

s Mr. Kolodin. ~ Form.

s The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

7 privilege.

8 IE O'ov. Let's look at exhibit No. 10, please. And if you could just

9 scroll downaittle bit so we can see the caption. That's reat. Thankyou.

10 ovI

1 Q Dr. Ward, do you recognize this document?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

3 Q Okay. This document, exhibit No. 10, is a verified amended complaint filed

14 in the Superior Court in Arizona for the County of Maricopa. ~ The plaintiff is reflected in

15 the caption as Kelli Ward.

16 Is that you? Are you the same person that filed this complaint, Dr. Ward?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

18 Q Okay. This complaint was filed on November 24th, 2020. It was petition

19 seeking to block certification of the 2020 Presidential election and require a, quote,
20 “reasonable inspection,” close quote, through sampling of ballots. The court convened

21 an evidentiary hearing and heard witness testimony in ths case.

2 Is that correct?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Youwere in this case the plaintiff, Dr. Ward, you as the plaintiff, you were.
25 successful in obtaining a sampling review of ballots cast in Maricopa County. Is that
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1 comect?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

3 Q Okay. Just to be clear, I'm asking not for any privileged communications

4 between you and lawyers that represented you in this case, butrather asking as to the

5 fact that the court ordered and the Maricopa County elections officials participated in a

6 sampling review during the pendency of this case. Is that correct?

7 Mr. Kolodin. Form.

8 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

9 privilege.

10 I As s reflected in the decision order issued by the Arizona Supreme.

11 Courtonappeal from this case that we have in front of you right now, a total of 1,626

12 ballots were reviewed and nine errors were identified, sevenof which would have been

13 Trump votes. Isthat correct?

14 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Mr. Kolodin. 1 also advise my client to assert the attorney-client privilege.

16 The Witness. |also assert attorney-client privilege.

1 IE The Arizona Supreme Court in this matter held that, quote, the

18 “review confirmed the witness testimony that there were mistakes in the duplication

19 process, the mistakes were few, and when broughttothe attention of election workers,
20 they were fixed." Further, the court held that the error rate was insufficient to call the

21 election results nto question.

2 Your election contest suit in the complaint that we just had before you, Dr. Ward,

23 it was decided on the merits. Is that correct?

2 Mr. Kolodin. Sameadvice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and my attorney-client
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1 priviege.

2 ofI
3 Q Okay. After receiving this decision order from the Arizona Supreme Court,

a did you accept the results of that litigation, Dr. Ward?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

5 Q Okay. Dr. Ward, did you file a cert petition seeking to appeal that decision

7 to the United States Supreme Court?

8 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

9 Q Okay. What was the result in the Supreme Court on the cert petition?

10 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

n Q Id now like to bring up exhibit 38, please, which is another video that we'll

12 play for you, Dr. Ward.

3 [Video shown]
14 EE Thank you.

15 Dr. Ward, in this video posted on or around November 19th, 2020, you discussed

16 Dominionvoting system software. You cited to Sidney Powell, among other sources,
17 and election night vote dumps in ths video message. Is that correct?

1s Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.
1 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

0 priviege.

2 ME V's. Ward, Im asking you about your own statements in a video that
22 was posted to YouTube that we just played for you. So I'm certainly not asking for any

23 privileged communications that you had between yourself and any lawyer that

24 represented you.

25 That being said, let me ask you again, did you discuss Dominion voting system
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1 software in that YouTube video posted on or around November 19th, 20207

2 Mr. Kolodin, Form.

3 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

a privilege.

5 I This, the video posted on YouTube, also provided a contribution link

6 thattraced back to the Arizona Republican Party's Audit the Vote page. Is that correct?

7 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 I ©. Ward, what investigation did you do into the various allegations

9 that you discussed during this video?

10 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

1 Mr. Kolodin, 1 also advise my client to assertherattorney-client privilege.

2 The Witness. As well as attorney-client privilege.

13 I Or. Ward, in this video you repeated several claims made by Sidney

14 Powel, including, for instance, that substantial sums of money had been given to family

15 members of State officials who bought this software.

16 What was your understanding of the factual basis for this statement?

FY Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

1 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

19 privilege.

2 IE!ths video, Smartmaticis described as a subsidiary of Dominion.

21 What was your understanding ofthe factual basis for this statement?

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

23 privilege.

2 IE I" oct, Or. Ward,there arenotiesbetween Smartmatic and
25 Dominion. Isn't that correct?
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1 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

3 privilege

4 ovI

5 Q would now like to direct your attention to exhibit No. 11, please.

5 Andif we could scroll down a ltl bit just to see the caption. That'sgreat

7 Dr. Ward, this is a complaint filed in the United States District Court for the District

8 of Arizona on December 2nd, 2020. There are several names in the plaintiffs’ part of the

9 caption. The last two listed are Kelli Ward and Michael Ward.

10 Are you the same Kelli Ward that filed this complaint in Federal Court?

n A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

12 Q Okay. Andifwe could just scroll back up to the top, the very top of the

13 page. There's a signature block there for counsel in that case.

1 Were you represented by Sidney Powell in this matter?

15 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

16 Q Okay. Dr. Ward, what investigation did you do into the factual basis for the

17 allegations made in this complaint?

18 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

19 Q  Aswas later reported by The Washington Post, you received a cease and

20 desist notice from lawyers representing Dominion. Is that correct?

21 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Have you issued any retraction or any other —- of any of the statements that

23 you made regarding Dominion?

24 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2s Q Okay. I'd now ike to direct your attention to exhibit No. 12. These are
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1 some additional text messages exchanged between yourself and Mark Meadows. And|

2 would just direct your attention maybe if we could zoom in alitle bit more on the far

3 righthandsideJl That's great. Thankyou
a So that we don't lose context here, Dr. Ward, the blue lines on this exhibit are text

5 messages sent from you, from Kelli Ward, with a phone number ending[lll The white

6 lines are the outgoing text messages from Mark Meadows to yourself, to Kelli Ward, with

7 the phone numberending[lll

5 In the, lets see, fifth line down there is a message from you to Mr. Meadows

9 providing the name and contact informationof an individual named Bobby Piton.

10 Why did you provide ths individual's name and phone number to Mr. Meadows?

n A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q You described Mr. Piton as "the algorithm guy." What algorithm are you

13 referring to here?

1a A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q Back inthe first text message at the top of this page, which is dated

16 December 9th, 2020, at 22:11, you - which is about 3 days before you provided the

17 contact information for Mr. Piton to Mr. Meadows, did you senda text to Mr. Meadows

18 about a, quote, "guy who says he'scracked the whole election fraud and wants to speak

19 tosomeone'?

1) A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Was the individual that you were referring to in that text message Mr. Piton

2 orsomeone else?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q  Inthis same text thread, you indicate that you also sent his contact

25 information to Molly Michael, who is President Trump's executive assistant. Is that
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1 comeat?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
3 Q Do you know if President Trump contacted Mr. Piton?

a A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

s Q Did you ever speak with President Trump about the guy that you refer to in
6 thistext as someone who said he cracked the whole election fraud?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q Okay. Dr. Ward, are you going to assert your Fifth Amendment privilege to
9 any further questions | would ask you about your knowledge of evidence supporting or
10 contradicting the various allegations of election fraud that were raised by you and

11 lawyers representing the Trump campaign, RNC, or Arizona Republican Party following

12 the 2020 election?

3 Mr.Kolodin, Same advice.
14 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and my attorney-client

15 privilege.

16 ovIE

7 Q Okay. Let's bring up exhibit 13, please.

1s Or. Ward, did you exchange text messages with any members of the Maricopa

19 County Board of Supervisors following the 2020 election?
2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Okay. These are text messages between yourself and Clint Hickman, who
22 wasthenchairof the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors. They're screenshots, so

23 they're somewhat long. I'm going to direct your attention to page 3 to begin, please.

2 Andis towards the bottom of the page, if you don't mind scrolling down. There
25 weare. Great
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1 Dr. Ward, did you text Clint Hickman, quote, "We need you to stop the counting"?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

3 Q Whydidyou send that text message?
4 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

5 Q I'd next like to show you a text message on page 10, please.

6 There we go. Right atthe top.
7 This is another message sent by you to Mr. Hickman. At the top of this page it

8 reads, "What if election fraud was as easy as dragging votes from one folder to another?"

9 Did you send this text toMr. Hickman?

10 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

1 Q Was this a statement offactor speculation?
12 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q Dr. Ward, had you ever been presented with evidence that election fraud

14 had been committed by dragging votes from one folder to another?
15 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

16 Q  I'dalso like to show you a text message on page 16, please.

w This is a continuation ofyour text with Mr. Hickman. This one reflects that it was
18 sent on Friday, November 13th, 11:44 a.m., and the text that you sent is the first one

19 there in gray. It says, "POTUS will probably be calling you."

2 Did you send this text message to Mr. Hickman?

21 Mr.Kolodin. Same advice.

2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client
23 privilege.
2 IE Otay. Just to be clear, are you asserting an attorney-client privilege
25 between yourself and Mr. Hickman?
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1 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

2 privilege.
3 IE hot was your understanding of why President Trump wanted to

4 talkto Mr. Hickman?

5 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.
5 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client

7 privilege.

8 ovI

° Q About4 days after this text message, on November 17th, 2020, Mr. Hickman

10 sentaletter to voters in Maricopa County, it was publicly released and reported, stating
11 that there was no evidence of fraud, misconduct, or malfunction, and imploring voters to,

12 quote, “dial back the rhetoric, rumors, and false claims."

3 Did you read that letter?
14 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q Mr. Hickman continued in that letter, saying, quote, “The evidence

16 overwhelmingly shows the system used in Maricopa County is accurate and provided
17 voters witha reliable election.”

1s 00 you remember that, Dr. Ward?

19 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
2 Q  Ifyoulook at page 24 of these text messages, there is a message you sent to

21 Mr. Hickman on that same day. It'satthe bottom of this page.
2 Thankyou,IEEE

2 Its Tuesday, November 17th, 7:38 a.m. ~ You texted Mr. Hickman, "Here s Sidney.

26 Powells number. Please call her."
2s Why did you want members of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors,
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1 including Mr. Hickman, to be in touch with Sidney Powell?

2 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

3 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client

a privilege.

5 I t's look at exhibit No. 14, please, and page 3.

6 Dr. Ward, did you also exchange text messages with Maricopa County Supervisor

7 Jacksellers?

5 Mr. Kolodin. Same advice.

9 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

10 privilege.
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1

2 3pm

3 oyI

4 a [EEE vou could scroll up a lttle bit first. Great. Perfect.

5 At the top of this page, you see a text message that you sent to Mr. Sellers. It
6 appears to be a document with the -a tile, and the part that we can read in the text

7 message that says "Keshel K-e-s-h-e-l, "contested state."

8 Is this a document authored by Seth Keshel?
5 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Did you speak with Mr. Keshel about alleged election fraud or about the
11 outcome of the Presidential election?

2 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

3 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client
14 privilege,

15 oI
16 Q And why did you send this document to Maricopa County Supervisor
17 Me sellers?

1s A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Mr. Kolodin, And sameadvice.
20 The Witness. ~ As well as attorney-client privilege.

2 oI
2 Q Also on November 17, 2020, did you text Sidney Powell's phone number to

23 Mr. Sellers and askhimtocalheraswell?
2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Public reporting also indicates that, on November 14, 2020, you texted
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1 Maricopa County Supervisor Steve Chucri that you wanted the board, quote, "to be well

2 armed with info as you go into this," end quote, and told him that "you all have the ability

3 tobe real heroes."

a Is that correct?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

6 Q What did you mean when you told Mr. Chucri that he had the ability to be a

7 hero?

8 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

9 Q  1willnow play for you an audio recording that's exhibit No. 37.

10 Mr. Kolodin. And after this is played, before you start it, we'll take a break.

11 Shell answer the question, obviously, so there's no question pending, but

12 I hots great That sounds like a good idea.

13 Mr. Koledin, Okay.

1a {Audio recording played.]

15 ovI

16 Q Thankyou,IEEE

FY Dr. Ward,isthatavoicemail that you leftforMr. Hickman?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 a okay.

20 Mr. Kolodin, At this point

n I ov sounds ike 3 yeah,|think it's a good idea to take a quick
22 break. Let's gooffthe record.

2 [Recess.]

2 J cs co back onthe record now, 355 Eastern, in the deposition of
25 Dr.Kelli Ward
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1 ovI
2 Q Dr. Ward, before we took a brief recess, we were discussing your

3 interactions with local officials, in particular, members of the Board of Supervisors in

4 Maricopa County.

5 S01 just want to ask, in summary, are you going to assert your Fifth Amendment

6 privilege in response to any questions | would ask you about your communications with

7 local election official in Arizona regarding the outcome of the 2020 election?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as my attorney-client

9 privilege.

10 a okay.

1 1d next like to ask you some questions about interactions with State officials

12 following the election.

13 On November 30, 2020, Arizona Governor Doug Ducey participated in a signing

14 ceremonycertifying the Arizona election results. Do you recall that?

15 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

16 a okay.

FY 1 would now like to directyour attention to exhibit No. 15.

1 Do you see that document, Dr. Ward?

19 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

1) Q Okay. Just want to make sure that you can see what's on the screen.

2 Alcan seeit the same as I've been able to seethe whole time.

2 a okay.

2 Mr. Kolodin. 1 advise my client to rely on her Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 IE Oty. Thankyou
2 Mr. Kolodin, Oh yeah. There you go.
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1 oI

2 Q Exhibit 15s 3 tweet by the account @AZGOP posted on November 30, 2020,

3 the same day that we were just discussing Governor Doug Ducey certified the Arizona

4 election results. Inall capital letters, the tweet reads, "DO NOT CERTIFYA FALSE

5 ELECTION."

6 Did you authorize this posting by the Arizona GOP Twitter account, Or. Ward?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q Okay. Whydid the Arizona Republican Party Twitter account say not to

9 certify a false election on November 30th?

10 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

u Q  willalso direct your attentionto exhibit No. 16.

2 This is a tweet also from November 30, 2020. It was posted by your Twitter

13 account, @KellWardAZ. It responds to a Twitter post on November 30th by the Doug

14 Ducey Twitter account. And you tweeted in response an abbreviation, "#STHU," which |

15 believe stands for “shut the hell up," in response to this tweet about the strengths of

16 Arizona's election system

7 Dr. Ward, why did you post this tweet?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q  Iiidirect your attention to exhibit No. 17 next.

0 This is afull version of the Twitter thread that you were responding to in that

21 tweetatexhibit 16. It was posted by Arizona Governor Ducey, @DougDucey, on

22 November 30, 2020, at 9:48 p.m, following his signingofthe certification of the election

23 resultsinArizona. You posted this series of tweets defending the integrity of the

24 Arizona elections.

2 Do you recall reading these posts?
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1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 a okay.

3 He starts in the first tweet here by saying, quote, "I've been pretty outspoken

4 about Arizona's election system, and bragged about it quite a bit, including in the Oval

5 Office. And for good reason."

6 He continues in the second post, "We've beendoingearly voting since 1992.

7 Arizona didn't exploreor experiment this year. We didn't cancel election day voting as

8 some pushed for - we weren't going to disenfranchise any voter."

9 Dr. Ward, did you read these Twitter posts before responding to them on

10 November 30th?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Do you agree with Governor Doug Ducey's statement that Arizona has been

13 doing early voting since 1992?

14 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q Governor Ducey continues in the tweet thread, quote, "In Arizona, we have

16 some of the strongest election laws in the country, laws that prioritize accountability and

17 dearly lay out procedures for conducting, canvassing, and even contesting the results of

18 an election.’

19 Do you agree with that post?

0 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Governor Ducey continued, quote, "We've got ID at the polls. We review

22 EVERY signature (every single one) on early ballots — by hand -- unlike other states that

23 use computers. Prohibitions on ballot harvesting. Bipartisan poll observers. Clear

24 deadlines, including no ballots allowed after Election Day."

2 Dr. Ward, do you agree with Governor Ducey's summary of Arizona election law
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1 and procedures?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

3 Q Were you aware at the time that you made public statements following the

4 November 2020 election of these election procedures in Arizona?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

6 Q Ifwe could scroll down a litle bit, Governor Ducey actually posts a link toa

7 provision of Arizona election law relating to the canvass for State offices, amendments,

8 and measures. It's code provision 16-648.

9 And then he continues on to explain that the canvass “can ONLY be delayed if

10 counties DECLINE to certify their results. ALL 15 counties in Arizona -- counties run by

11 both parties certificated their results."

2 Dr. Ward, were you aware on November 30th that all counties in Arizona had

13 certified their results of the Presidential election?

14 Ale

15 Mr. Kolodin, Same advice.

16 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client

17 privilege.

18 ovI

19 Q Just to be clear, I'm notaskingforthe contentsofany privileged

20 communications between you and any of your counsel. | am merely asking for your

21 understanding of the facts of whether all counties in Arizona had certified their election

22 onNovember 30th.

23 Mr. Kolodin, Form.

20 The Witness. |rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client

25 privilege.



a

1 ovI

2 Q Dr. Ward,are you going toassert your Fifth Amendment privileges to any

3 questions | would ask you about your communications with State election officals,

a including Governor Doug Ducey, regarding the outcome of the 2020 election?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

5 Q Dr. Ward, how many times have you been to the White House?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q How many times have you met —-did you meetwith former

9 President Trump?

10 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

n Q Did you ever speak to former President Trump about claimsofelection fraud

12 while he was still in office?

13 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

14 Q Did you ever speak to former President Trump about optionsforoverturning

15 the results of the 2020 Presidential election?

16 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q Were you involved in anydiscussions about rerunningthe2020 Presidential

18 election?

19 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Mr. Kolodin, And sameadvice.

2a The Witness. As well as my attorney-client privilege.

2 oI
23 Q Were you involved in any discussions regarding the seizure of voting

26 machines?

2s A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as my attorney-client
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1 privilege.

2 Q Did you have any discussions about seizing voting machines following the

3 2020 election with any members of the legal team representing President Trump or his

4 campaign?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

6 Q Did you have any discussions regarding the seizure of voting machines with

7 General Mike Flynn?

8 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

9 Q Did you have any discussions regarding the seizure of voting machines with

10 anyotherWhite HousestafforFederalofficials?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Did you have any discussions about imposing martial law related to the 2020

13 Presidential election?

14 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

15 Q Did you make anycalls to local lawenforcementorprosecutorsregarding

16 voting machines or the outcome of the 2020 Presidential election?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

18 Q Did you have any discussions or were you involved in any efforts to gain

19 access to Dominion voting machines following the Presidential election?

0 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

2 a okay.

2 Dr. Ward, before November 2020, what was your understanding of the role of

23 State legislatures in the process of electing the Presidentof the United States?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Did you ever speakorwrite on this topic?
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1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Are you aware of whether there was a plan in place as early as

3 September 2020 that involved appointing alternate electors in contested States?

a A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

5 Q Who was involved in any such discussions?

6 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

7 Q Dr. Ward, did you attend a hearing in Phoenix, Arizona, on November 30,

8 2020?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q What role did Lyle Rapacki play in the Trump campaign's effort to overturn

11 the outcome of the election in Arizona?

12 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q Did you play any role in organizing a meeting with State legislative

14 leadership, including State House Speaker Rusty Bowers and Senate President Karen

15 Fann, the day after the hearing in Phoenix?

16 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q What was the purpose of this meeting?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Iwill now directyourattentionto exhibit No. 18.

2 Okay. Exhibit 18is a tweetbyyour account,Dr. @KelliWardAZ, retweetinga

2 post dated December 6, 2020, by Christina Bobb.

22 Who is Christina Bobb?

23 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

24 Q What role did she play in the Trump campaign's effortstooverturn the

25 outcome of the election in Arizona?



as

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Mr. Kolodin. And same advice.

3 The Witness. ~ As well as my attorney-client privilege.

a oYI
5 Q In this Twitter post, Christina Bobb writes -- reports, essentially, that

6 "Arizona Speaker of the House Rusty Bowers has closed the Arizona Housefor a week
7 "due to COVID."

8 She continues, "Sounds like he needs an excuse to give his angry constituents

9 about why he's refusing to call a session and examine the fraud in his state. First time

10 it's been closed the whole pandemic.”

1 Then you respond in a tweet, “Ths is a 100% unnecessary, cowardly move.”
12 Did you post this tweet, Dr. Ward, on December 6, 2020?

13 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

1 a olay.
15 I'll direct your attention next to exhibit 19.

16 This is a public statement, a news release, by Arizona Speaker of the House Rusty

17 Bowers dated December 4, 2020. So it was just 2 days before those posts that we were
18 looking at in exhibit 18.

19 In this statement, Speaker Bowers was very clear about the limits of the

20 legislature's authority in Arizona. He writes, quote, "This week, Rudy Giuliani, Jenna
21 Elis, and others representing President Donald Trumpcame to Arizona with a
22 breathtaking request: that the Arizona Legislature overturn the certified results of fast
23 ‘month's election and deliver the state's electoral college votes to President Trump. The

24 rule of law forbids us to dothat."

2s Do you see that statement in exhibit 19, Or. Ward?
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1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Do you recallreading this press release when Speaker Bowers issued it on

3 December 4th, Dr. Ward?

a A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

s a okay.
6 Later in this document — if you don't mind scrolling a tte bit for me,INN it's
7 the second sentence of the fourth paragraph. There we go.

8 Dr. Ward, I'd like to direct you to another portion of this statement by Speaker

9 Bowers. He writes, "The U.S. Constitution authorizes each state to appoint presidential

10 electors 'in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct.’ For decades, Arizona

11 law has required that the voters elect the states electors on Election Day — this year, on
12 November 3rd."

13 Then, a little bit later, he continues, "Nothing in the U.S. Constitution or the

14 decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court evensuggestthat the Arizona Legislature could
15 retroactively appoint different electors who would cast their ballots for different

16 candidates.”
17 Do you see that portionof Speaker Bowers' statement, Dr. Ward?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Do you recall reading it when he issued it publicly on December 4th?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
21 Q Dr. Ward, did you ever ask Speaker Bowers or any other Arizona legislator to

22 appoint Trump electors despite the fact that Trump had lost the election in Arizona?

23 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

24 Q Iwill now direct your attention to exhibit 20, please.

25 Dr. Ward, this is a post you made to Twitter, the account @KelliWardAZ, on
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1 January4,2021,3t 2:01 p.m. You wrote, "I believe the AZ Legislature hastheability &

2 responsibility to call themselves into session for the purpose of certifying (or decertifying)
3 thiselection. Shortof that, | urge Gov @dougducey to call the AZ Legislature into

4 session immediately & not wait for 1/11/21"

5 Dr. Ward,doyou recalltweeting this on January4th?

6 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q Why did you post this?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

° Q Dr. Ward, you continued to call for the Arizona legislature to decertify the

10 election results up to and including on January 4, 2021. Is that correct?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Dr. Ward, are you going to assert you Fifth Amendment privilege in

13 response to any questions | would ask you about the role of State legislatures or attempts

14 topressure Arizona legislative leaders to overturn the outcome of the Presidential

15 election?

16 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege where it

17 applies.

18 a okay.

19 Dr. Ward, you were a Republicanelector for the 2020 Presidential election. Is

0 thatcorrect?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Had you been a Presidential elector before?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q How did you become a Republican elector for the 2020 election?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
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1 Q Aschairof the State Republican Party in Arizona, did you select the other
2 Arizona Republican electors?
3 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.
a Q Did you know about the Trump campaign's plan to convene alternate slates
5S of Trump-Pence electors in certain contested States and send purported slates of
6 Trump-pence electoralvotes to Federal authorities?
7 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.
8 Q Dr. Ward, in your understanding, why was it necessary for alternate electors
9 toconvene inthese States?

10 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.
1 Q Did you speak with Trump campaign stafforadvisors about the plan to
12 convene alternate electors in Arizona, among other contested States?
3 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment rights and privileges as well as my
14 attomeyeclient privilege.
15 a okay.
1 1am going to ask you als of several namesofspecific individuals who were
17 affated with the Trump campaign either as staff or advisors potentially ina legal or
18 other capacity. And my question for each of them is whether you spoke with them
19 about the plan to convene alternate electors in Arizona, among other States.
2 So did youspeak to Thomas Lane about ths?
n Mr. Kolodin, Form.
2 The Witness. | rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client
23 priviege.
20 ovI

2 Q What about Mike Brown?
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1 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q What about Mike Roman?

3 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

4 Q NickTrainor?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

6 Q And Boris Epshteyn?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

8 Q RudyGiuliani?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

10 a Jennatliis?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Bernard Kerik?

13 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

14 Q Christina Bobb?

15 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

16 Q John Eastman?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege.

18 Q Judge James Troupis?

19 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well a attorney-client privilege.

0 Q What about an individual named Kenneth Chesebro?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well a attorney-client privilege.

2 Q I'm going to directyour attention to exhibit 21, please.

23 Dr. Ward, this is a memo written by Kenneth Chesebro. The header indicates

24 thatit was to Judge James Troupis and dated November 18,2020. ~The subject line is

25 “The Real Deadline for Settlinga State's Electoral Votes."
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1 Have you ever readthismemorandum?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

3 Q Dr. Ward, what attorney-client privilege is implicated by us presenting you

4 with this memorandum?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

6 Q Okay. Are you asserting that you have an attorney-client privilege with any

7 of the individuals reflected in the header of this memorandum?

8 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

9 Q On the first page of this memo — if we could scroll down to the second

10 paragraph under "Summary," please.

u Great. Thankyou.

2 This memo reads, "Assuming the electors pledged to Trump and Pence end up

13 meeting [ina State] on December 14 to cast their votes, and then send their votes to the

14 Presidentof the Senate in time to be opened on January6,a court decision (or, perhaps,

15 astate legislative determination) rendered after December 14 in favor of the

16 Trump-Pence slate of electors should be considered timely."

7 Dr. Ward, do you recall receiving advice, either in this memo or elsewhere, similar

18 with this proposition?

19 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

0 Q What was your understandingofthe relevanceof January 6th to the concept

21 of convening alternate electors?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

23 Q In this memo, in the paragraph that | just read to you, it refers to the

24 possibilityof a State legislative determination. Were you aware of any possible State

25 legislative determination in Arizona that would have affected the outcome of the
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1 Presidential election?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

3 Q Italo refers to the possibility ofa court decision. And | have the same

4 question foryou. Were you aware of any court decision that might have affected the

5 outcomeof the Presidential election in Arizona?

6 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

7 a okay.

8 Vl direct your attention to exhibit 22 - unless there's anything else you want to do

9 onthat.

10 Let's look at the next one please,I

u Thank you.

2 Dr. Ward, this is another memo drafted by Kenneth Chesebro to James Troupis.

13 This oneis dated December 9, 2020, and the subject line reflects that it concerns

14 “Statutory Requirements for December 14 Electoral Votes."

15 Did you receive this memo?

16 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

7 Q Okay. When did you receive the memo?

18 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

19 Q  Ifwe could please look at the beginning of page 3.

0 This is under the header “Statutory Requirements for December 14 Electoral

21 Votes" ina subsection on "STATE LAW." It begins alphabetically, | believe, with Arizona

22 Itdescribes the State law requirements and describes Arizona as, quote, “the most

23 straightforward State," end quote, because it has no additional State law requirements

24 beyond what sset forth inFederal law.

2 Is that a correct statement of Arizona law regarding Presidential electors,
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1 Dr. Ward?

2 A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

a were any other applicable rules or regulations related to Presidential electors?

$ A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

7 convening the alternate electors in Arizona?

8 A I rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

9 Q  Inany of those discussions, did you discuss Arizona State law regarding the

10 appointment of Presidential and Vice Presidential electors?

12 Q Were you aware, Dr. Ward, that Arizona law, State law, requires electors to

13 vote for the winner of the popular vote in the State?

15 Q Okay.

16 I'd now like to play a video for you. This is exhibit 39, please.

19 Q Okay. Thankyou.

2 Dr. Ward, is this a video of the meeting of the purported alternateelectors from

2 trons on December 30,2007

23 Q Did this meeting take place at the headquarters of the Arizona Republican

25 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.
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1 a okay.

2 In the video that we just watched, there are a number of individuals sitting around

3 the table, and then there is one individual who walks around and hands out papers.

4 Whois that person who handed out the papers?

5 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and on attorney-client privilege.

6 a okay.

7 1'd next like to direct your attention to exhibit No. 23.

8 Okay. If we could just scroll down to the body of the memo part

9 Yeah, that's perfect.

10 Dr. Ward, do you recognize this document?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Okay. Thisisa document that starts with "MEMORANDUM at the top and

13 then says it's from Nancy Cottle, chairpersonof the "Electoral College of Arizona." It's

14 dated December 14,2020. And in the subject line, it states it's regarding "Arizona's

15 Electoral Votes for President and Vice President.”

16 Dr. Ward, is this the certificate of electoral votes prepared by the Trump-Pence

17 electors in Arizona?

18 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

19 a okay.

0 If we could please look at page number 3, towards the bottom.

2 Dr. Ward, is thatyour signature, the second from the bottom on page 3 here?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

23 a okay.

20 INN you could just goback to page 2, at the topofthe page, please.

2 Great.
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1 Or. Ward, on the top of this page, under the header “Certificate of the Votes of

2 the 2020 Electors from Arizona," it states, "WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, being the duly.
3 elected and qualified Electors for President and Vice Presidentof the United States of

4 America from the State of Arizona."

5 Is thisa document that you signed and submitted to Federal authorities following

6 the meeting on December 14, 20207

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

8 Q What was your understanding of the meaningofthe language i this

9 paragraph, "duly elected and qualified"?

10 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

n Q By signing this document, did you represent that you and the other

12 Republican electors were the electors, quote, "duly elected and qualified," end quote,

13 under State law?

1a A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

15 Q Dr. Ward, did you have any discussions before the meeting on

16 December 14th about modifying this language in any way?
FY A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

18 Q Did you consider adding language that would indicate that the Republican.

19 electors were in some way contingent?

1) 1 can restatemyquestionif youdidn't hearit

2 A Okay. Goahead.

2 Q Okay. Did you have any discussions before December 14th about

23 modifying the language in the certificate to reflect that the Republican electors were in

24 anyway contingent?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.
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1 a olay.
2 Let's look at exhibit 24 next.

3 Or. Ward, ths is a tweet by the Arizona GOP account on Twitter posted on
4 December 14, 2020. It's a photowith a caption.

$ Are the individuals in that photo the sameones that we saw sitting around the

6 table inthe video! playedforyou a moment ago?

7 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

8 Q Okay.

9 At the top, the caption on this tweet says, quote, "Some person tried to issue a

10 forged slate of Arizona electors to the National Archives. This was quickly caught and

11 debunked, thank goodness! Yet, oddly, the #FakeNews can't get enough of it. Below
12 is the only slate of 11 you need to worry about -- ignore the 'others."

13 Or. Ward, did you post this tweet on December 14, 2020?

1 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.
15 Q Did you believe that the slate of electors for President Biden and Vice

16 President Harris were a forged slate of electors?

w A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.
18 Q Okay.

1 I will next direct your attention to exhibit 36, please. This is another short video
20 Idlike to show you.
2a [Video shown.)

2 oI
23 Q That'sgreat. Thank you.

24 Dr. Ward, this is an interview conducted by The Epoch Times of Arizona

25 Representative AnthonyKern.
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1 Was Mr. Kern one of the Republican electors that met on December 14th and

2 signedthe certificates we were looking at a moment ago?

3 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

a Q  Inthat interview that we just played you, Representative Kern states that,

5 quote, "On January 6th, Vice President Mike Pence gets a choice on which electors he's

6 going to choose," end quote.

7 Did you share that understanding at the time of the meeting of Republican

8 electors on December 14th or right around there, Dr. Ward, that there would be a choice

9 for Vice President Pence to make?

10 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

n Q Okay. What was your understanding on December 14 and 15, 2020, of the

12 role of the Vice President at the joint session of Congress certificating the outcome of the

13 election?

1a A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

15 Q Did you communicate with any members oftheArizona State House or

16 Senate about the meeting of Republican electors in Arizona?

FY A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

18 Q Did you ask any member ofthe Arizona legislature to take action to

19 recognize the Republican electors?

1) A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Did you communicate with any Members of Congress about the meeting of

22 Republicanelectors in Arizona?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Did you ask any Members of Congress to take action to recognize the

25 Republican electors of Arizona?
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1 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

2 Q Did you communicate with Vice President Pence or hisstaff about the

3 meeting of Republican electors in Arizona?

4 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

5 Q Did you ask the Vice President or his staff to take actionto recognize the

6 Republican electors from Arizona?

7 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

8 Q will direct yourattention to exhibit 26,please.

9 Dr. Ward, this is a tweet that you posted on January4, 2021, at 918 p.m. It

10 reads," hopeour great @VP comes through for us, too. #PrayForPence

11 #GeorgiaMAGA"

2 Did you post this tweet, Dr. Ward?

13 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

14 Q What did you mean when you said you hope that the Vice President "comes

15 through for us, too"?

16 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q Onthissame day, January4th, did you participate ina callor a

18 videoconference organized by the Groundswell coalition?

19 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

0 Q  Thisisa call that occurred on that day featuring speakers including yourself

21 and Newt Gingrich, as well as the executive directorsofthe House and Senate

22 conservative caucuses. Do you recall that?

23 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q The discussion during that call apparently focused on State legislatures

25 sending alternative slatesofelectors as the only remaining path forward as of
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1 January th. Is that accurate?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

3 Q Do you know whether the former President wanted alternate electors to

4 submit electoral college votes in States that he had lost so that the Vice President could

5 choose them during the joint session of Congress on January 6th?

6 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege.

7 Q Dr. Ward, are you going to assert your Fifth Amendment privilege in

8 response to any further questions | would ask you about the alternate slates of electors

9 orthe submission of the electoral votes to Federal authorities, including the National

10 Archives and the Vice President in his capacityas president of the Senate?

1 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege as it

12 applies.

13 a okay.

14 Dr. Ward, on November 7, 2020, a "Stop the Steal" rally was heldatthe Arizona

15 capitol, which then moved to the Maricopa County Recorder’ Office, where protests had

16 been occurring since election day.

7 Do you recall that?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Did you participate in that protest?

0 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Representative Paul Gosar later stated about this protest that he, quote,

22 helped organize the very first "Stop the Steal" rally in Arizona. Is that accurate?

23 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q will direct your attention to exhibit 27 next, please.

2 Mr. Kolodin. And after the pending question, we're going to eat some pizza. So
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1 well need about 10 minutes.

2 I Okey. Let's finish this question. 1 will say, though, to the extent it

3 is helpful to you all if you want to take a break, that's fine - we are getting close to the

4 end of our planned questions. So if you wanted to take a shorter break and push

5 through

6 Mr. Kolodin, Yeah. Wel just take 10 minutes after you ask this question.

7 EE sue. Okay.

5 Mr. Kolodin, AndI'mon camera.

5 EE Veoh Thank you.
10 Allright. Let's ask the questions about this remaining exhibit, and then we'll take

11 abrief recess

2 ovI

13 Q Okay. Exhibit 27 are anumber of tweets, Dr. Ward, that have subsequently
14 been deleted. They're no longer available to the public.

15 The first one —[lll if you don't mind scrolling down a little bit -- is on or around

16 December, 2020. The Twitter account of the Arizona Republican Party retweeted a

17 tweet by All Alexander under the hashtag "StopThesteal."

1 The original post read, I am willing to give my life for this fight" ~ And then the

19 Arizona GOP account stated, "Hels. Are you?"

20 Do you see those tweets there, Dr. Ward?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Did you authorize this posting by the Arizona Republican Party?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q If we can scroll upto the top, there isa further post here, again by the

25 Arizona Republican Party account, posting a video from the movie "Rambo" and stating,
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1 quote, "This is what we do, who we are. Live for nothing, ordie for something."

2 Do you see that post in exhibit 27, Dr. Ward?

3 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

a Mr. Kolodin, Allright. Pizza time.

5 0d you
5 Mr. Kolodin, We'll be back in 10 minutes, before you put another question

7 pending, andlook forward to it. Thanks, guys.

8 EE Okay. Lets takea brief recess. Well come back again at
9 10 minutesofthe hour. Thank you.

10 Mr. Kolodin. Thank you.

n Recess.)

2 I ct cobackon the record.  Itis 4:51 here in Washington. This is

13 the continued deposition of Dr. Kelli Ward.

14 oI

15 Q Before we took a little break, Dr. Ward, we were looking at exhibit 27, so |

16 want to bring that backupon the screenforyou.

7 So, again, | think before the break | had asked you about these tweets that started

18 with Ali Alexander with the hashtag "StopTheSteal" and then two subsequent tweets by.

19 theArizona Republican Party.
20 My question for you is, did you authorize these posts on or around December 8,

2 2020?

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

23 Q Dr. Ward, who is Ali Alexander?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

25 Q What did you understand him to be referring to in this tweet saying that he
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1 waswillingtogive his lifefor this fight?

2 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

3 Q And what did youor the Arizona Republican Party intend to convey by

4 retweeting this and saying, "Hels. Are you?"

5 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

6 Q  Iwillnext direct your attention to another tweet. This is exhibit 28, please.

7 Dr. Ward, do you recognize this?

8 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

9 Q  Thisis a tweet that you posted, KellWardAZ, on December 19, 2020, at

10 8s3pm.

u In this tweet, you were tweeting support for President Trump and stated that you

12 were, quote, "working every avenue to stop this coup." You ended the post with

13 "HCrossTheRubicon” and tagged General Flynn, "@GenFlynn."

1a First question is, did youpost this tweet, Dr. Ward?

15 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

16 Q  Whatis the coup that you referred to in this tweet?

1” A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

18 Q And when you said you were working every avenue to stop it, what were you

19 referring to there?

20 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Why did youinclude the phrase "cross the Rubicon"?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

23 Q Just generally, what does the phrase "cross the Rubicon" mean to you?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q 1 would next like to show you exhibit No. 29.
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1 The next several exhibits are tweets that you posted around the days leading up

2 toJanuary 6th.

3 This first one, exhibit 29, is a tweet fromyour account, KellWardAZ, posted

4 January4,2021. Did you tweet this quote, "It's really

5 HFightForOurCountry!’ ~ President @realDonaldTrump. We know that when we

6 #FightForTrump we HFightForAmerical"?

7 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q What were you referring to with this repeated reference to "fight"?

9 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q The next document is exhibit No. 30, please.

1 This is a tweet fromyour account, KellWardAZ, January4, 2021, at 10:07 p.m.

2 Dr. Ward, did you tweet this? "We caught them. We cannot legitimize

13 #Electionfraud. Stand up, Republicans. Wake up, America.”

14 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

15 Q What did you mean when you said "we caught them"?

16 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q Who did you catch doing what?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Dr. Ward, was this tweet related to the January 6th joint session of

20 Congress?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 a okay.

23 The next document I'd like you to look at is exhibit No. 31, please.

2 Dr. Ward, this is another tweet from you on January 5, 2021. It reads - it's

25 essentially it'sa post onTwitter encouraging people just to participate in rallies.
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1 You write, "If you can't make it to DC tomorrow then gather with America-loving

2 patriots in YOUR state capital. If you can't get to the capital, gather in YOUR town. Let

3 themhearus ROAR! #StopThesteal #FightForTrump."

a Did you tweet this on January Sth, Dr. Ward?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

s Q What was your understandingofthe purpose of encouraging people to rally

7 inD.C.on January 6th?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

° Q Why were you encouraging people togatherin their State capitals or in their

10 towns on January 6th?

n A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 a okay.

13 The next one is exhibit 32, please.

1a Or. Ward, this is another tweet by you, @KellWardAZ, on January 5, 2021. This

15 is retweeting a post by the account "Stephanie Hamill that reports that Apple Maps

16 would not give directions to D.C. before a pro-Trump rally the following day. And your

17 tweet says, "Patriots: ifyou don't have a printed atlas, | think ts time to get one!"

1 Did you post that tweet on January Sth, Dr. Ward?

19 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Was this tweet intended to encourage people to participate ina rally in

21 Washington on January 6, 20217

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 Q Did you speak ata rally at the Arizona State Capitol in Phoenixon January 5,

a 20217

2 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.



6

1 Q  Atthat rally, did you state that theviolence that had already occurred that

2 dayin Washington could've been avoided by taking certain steps, including auditing the

3 results of the 2020 Presidential election?

4 A Irely on myFifth Amendment privilege.

5 Q Dr. Ward, do you have any information about the planning of the rally on the

6 Ellipse or other rallies to be held in Washington, D.C., on January 6th?

7 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

8 Q Were you asked to speak at any rallies in Washington on January 6th?

° A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

10 Q Okay. Did you have any information before the rally on the Ellipse on

11 January 6th that the crowd could become violent?

2 A Irelyon myFifth Amendment privilege.

13 Q  Let'slookat exhibit No. 33, please.

1a Dr. Ward, this is atweet that you posted, @KellWardAZ, on January 6, 2021, at

15 3:30 p.m,so this would've been after the rioters had broken into the Capitol in

16 Washington.

1” You retweeted a post by an individual associated with OANN, One America News

18 Network,| believe. This original post reported that a source close to White House

19 discussions told OANN, quote, "only reason Pence did not send contested electors back to

20 respective states was that he believed "he did not have authority to adjourn congress."

21 And then reported, "#StopTheSteal Protestors have adjourned Congress.

22 Awaiting to hear Pence’s current stance.”

23 Do you see that original tweet here, Dr. Ward, in exhibit 33?

2 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

2 a okay.
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1 You then retweeted it, commenting, “Congress is adjourned. ~ Send the elector

2 choice back to the legislatures.”

3 Did you know about the violence at the Capitol at the time that you tweeted this,

4 Dr.Ward?

5 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

6 Q Were you encouraging Congress to send the outcome of the election back to

7 the States evenafter the riot at the Capitol on January 6th?

8 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

9 Q  linow show you exhibit 34, please.

10 This is another tweet that you posted on January 6th about 3 minutes or so after

11 the previous one that we were just looking at. You tweeted this statement describing

12 variouselection integrity measures that you say could have prevented the attack on the

13 Capitol | believe, including, quote, "full evaluation of Dominion machines," and then

14 ending with, quote, "Remember, Democrats refused."

15 So my fist question is, did you tweet this on January 6th?

16 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.

7 Q What did you mean by including a full evaluationof Dominion machines?

18 A rely on my Fifth Amendment privilege.

19 Q Inthe last sentenceof this tweet, who are the Democrats that you were.

20 referring to as having refused?

2 A Irelyon my Fifth Amendment privilege.
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< Dr. Ward, are you going to assert your Fifth Amendment privileges to any

6 questions | would ask you about the events of January 6, 2021, including regarding the
7 attack on the Capitol?

8 A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege as well as attorney-client privilege as

9 itapplis.
10 Q Okay. What's the attorney-client privilege that is implicated here?

un A Irely on my Fifth Amendment privilege and attorney-client privilege as it
12 applies.

13 Mr. Kolodin. Form founda- -- form objection. Sorry.

1a EE Vr. Kolodin, yeah, make sure thatyou're on camera, please.

15 Mr. Kolodin. Yeah.

16 IE Con vou please restate your objection, Mr. Kolodin, while you're on

17 camera?
18 Mr. Kolodin. Objection to form.

1 EE okvou
20 | |] Okay. Thank you.

2a Okay. Thankyouverymuch, Dr. Ward.

2 Based on the objections that we've heard today, including your various assertions
23 of attorney-client privilege, which we plan to discuss with your attorneys after this

24 deposition, at this time this deposition will be in recess, subject to the callofthe chair.

2 And we can go of the record.



&

1 Mr. Mills. Before you go off the record, we object to that. We believe we've

2 fully complied with the subpoena atthis point.

3 I Vr Mills, your objection is stated on the record, but ths deposition

a at this time will be recessed, subject to the call of the chair.

5 Mr. Mills. You have my objection.

5 EE Oey. Thankyou

7 We can gooffthe record now.

8 [Whereupon, at 5:03 p.m., the deposition was recessed, subject to the call of the

9 chair]
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