
mR PROCUREMENT DIVISION

by.4 401 Clematis Street, Sth Floor

WEST PALM BEACH 3 West Palm Beach,FL33401
Phone: 561-822-2100
TTY: 800-955-8771

July 12,2022

Vita Lounge, LLC
Darrin Cummings, Vice President
via e-mail Darrintc@amail.com
and U.S. Mail
25 South J. Street
Lake Worth, FL 33460

Re. RFP No. 21-22-206 JG Operation of The Sunset Lounge A Historical
Restaurant/Supper Club & Entertainment Venue
WPB File No. 21-27570

Mr. Cummings:

It has been brought to my attention that Vita Lounge, LLC, violated the section 66-8 of
the City Code and the no lobbying provisions contained in RFP 21-22-206 JG
concerning the selection of an operator for the Sunset Lounge. The applicable code
provision is as follows:

Sec. 66-8.- Prohibited lobbying.

No person, firm, corporation, or others representing such person, fim, or
corporation shall contact or lobby the mayor, the city commissioner, city staff,
or evaluation committee member in person, by telephone, in writing, by e-mail,
or any other means of communication, regarding the procurement of goods,
services, or construction from the time the intent to procure such goods,
services, or construction is advertised to the time of completed procurement.
The only permissible contact regarding a procurement solicitation shall be with
the procurement official or with the evaluation committee at a duly noticed
public meting. Lobbying and lobbyist shall have the same meaning as
provided in subsection 2-581(a) of the city's ethics code.

The applicable RFP provisions on pages 22 and 28 of the RFP provide as follows:

NO LOBBYING:
CONTACT BY A PROPOSER (OR ANYONE REPRESENTING A PROPOSER)
WITH THE MAYOR, ANY CITY COMMISSIONER, OFFICER, AGENCY OF THE
WEST PALM BEACH COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY, CITY OR
CRA EMPLOYEE (OTHER THAN AN EMPLOYEE OF THE WEST PALM
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BEACH PROCUREMENT DIVISION OR OFFICE OF ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY), REGARDING THIS RFP, IS GROUNDS FOR
DISQUALIFICATION. Contact with the Procurement Division shall be for
clarification purposes only. Contact with the Office of Equal Opportunity shall be
for equal opportunity purposes only.

Lobbying Prohibited. As to any matter relating to this RFP, contact by a
Proposer, or anyone representing a Proposer, with the Mayor, any City
Commissioner, officer, CRA employee, CRA contractor or consultant, City employee,
or any City representative or contractor, or any other person working on behalf of the
GRA or City on any matter related to or involved with this RFP. other than an employee
of the West Paim Beach Procurement Division or Office of Small and Minority Business
Programs is grounds for disqualfication. For purposes of clarification, a team's
representatives shall include, but not be limited to, the Proposer, the Proposer
employees, partners, attorneys, officers, directors, contractors, lobbyists, or any actual
or potential contractor or subcontractor of the Proposer or the Proposer's team. Al oral
or written inquiries are to be directed to the Procurement Division staff. Any violation of
this condition may result in rejection andlor disqualification of the Proposer. The “No-
Lobbying” condition is in effect from the date of publication of this RFP and shall
remain in effect until the CRA executes a contract, or otherwise takes action
‘which ends the solicitation process for the services under this RFP.

1 find Vita Lounge, LLC, has violated Sec. 66-8 of the City of West Paim Beach Code of
Ordinances and the no-lobbying provisions of the RFP. The following examples, among
others, illustrate the violations:

+ Facebook posts dated June 25, 2022 by Darrin Cummings and Lorenzo Lolly
Hutchinson, Darrin Cummings’ partner, that requested individuals show support
for the selection of the Sunset Community Group's proposal to operate the
Sunset Lounge by showing up at the selection meeting on Monday [June 27°] or
emailing the city commissioners and showing support for the Sunset Community
Group. Several individuals who commented on the posts did in fact then send e-
mails to the commissioners. Copies of the facebook posts and e-mails
referenced above are attached hereto.

+ E-mail from Tracy Thomas, Owner of Stellar Marketing & Business Solutions and
a member of the Sunset Community Group, elicited others to send e-mails to the
Commissioners@wpb.org prior to the Commission's selection on Monday, June
27th, requesting individuals state: “I support the Sunset Lounge being operated
by VITA LLC and the Sunset Community Group.’ The City's records at
Commissioners@wpb.org reveal that between June 25 and June 27" the inbox
received approximately 40 e-mails that restate the above quoted language
verbatim. A copy of the e-mail chain and a sample e-mail to the commission is
attached hereto.

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
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In addition, the RFP at page 35, paragraph 31 provides:

News Releases | Publicity. News releases, publicity releases, of
‘advertisements relating to this RFP or resulting contract or work authorizations
shall not be made without prior City approval.

Mr. Cummings violated this provision when he interviewed with news stations without
first requesting City approval.

Pursuant to the authority provided in City of West Palm Beach Code of Ordinances
Section 66-121, Vita, LLC, is disqualified and no further negotiations with your team will
be commenced

0 )0X Ben alls
Paul A. Bassar, Procurement Official

cc: MayorKeith A. James
Commissioner Kathleen Ward
Commissioner Shalonda Warren
Commissioner Christy Fox
Commissioner Joseph Peduzzi
Commissioner Christina Lambert
Christopher Roog, Executive Director of the CRA

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
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June 25.31 1058 AM -@
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Spread the Word the City of West palm is having a vote on Monday 3pm for a management
companyto take over the operations forthenewly renovated SUNSET.... IF U KNOW LIKE WE
KNOW IF ANY OTHER PERSON GETS IN THERE IT WILLB LIMITED FOR THE FOLKS IT WAS BUILT
FOR....Darrin Cummings is a finalistso please SUPPORT HIM... SHOW UP OR EMAIL THE CITY OF

WEST PALM (COMMISSIONERS@WPB.ORGIN MAYOR KEITH JAMES....
‘This vote is very important, because the Sunsetisfor US and should be managed and operate by
us.
WE CAN'T LET THEM TAKE EVERYTHING, SOMETHING ARE MEANT FOR US TO HAVE AND HOLD
ON TO AND THE SUNSET LOUNGE IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS.
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From: Melody Mann <shakinmem@hotmal.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2022 8:59 AM
To: Commissioners
Subject: RE: Sunset Lounge

‘Good morning to the board members & the great city ofWPB,

‘As Tam not able to be there for the hearing & vote on Monday, June 27th, I really would like to give my input
& vote. I have been a Florida native for 19 years & have frequent manyofDarrin Cummings events hosted
throughout Palm Beach County. I continue to attend because his events are not only very good & entertaining
but also safe. He is a very hands on person & constantly monitors all ofhis events. His love for the city is
shown graciously through the work he puts in.

vote & hope that Darrin Cummings continue to do great things in our community with his new title
‘managementofthe Sunset Lounge.

Thanks,

Melody Mefarlane

1



From: Lila Greenidge <flagreenidge@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2022 11:32 AM
To: Commissioners
Subject: Sunset: Darrin Cummings

Dear Commissioners of WPB, I've personally known Darrin Cummings for more than 20 years, and he is committed to.
serving his communityand family. Many people put faith in him for good reason. Please make the right choice and allow
Darrin and the Sunset Community group to help with the continued success and growth of the west palm beach
community.

Thanks,
Lila Greenidge

1



From: Souseman Souseman <souseman2016@gmailcom>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 1253 PM,
To: Commissioners
Subject: Sunset

“I support the Sunset Lounge being operated by VITA LLC and the Sunset Community Group"

1



eee
From: tracie maxwell <traciem37@gmailcom>
sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 7:31 PM
To: Commissioners
Subject: Sunset Lounge

I support the Sunset Lounge being operated by VITA LLC and the Sunset Community Group.

:



From: Georgiana Wilson <gigiwison38@gmailcom>
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2022 630 PM
To: Commissioners
Subject: Sunset Lounge - Vote

Hello,

1 am writing in favor of Darrin Cummings and his management company for the Sunset Lounge. Mr.
Cummings has been active in Palm Beach County for over 20 years. He is a proud owner to thriving
businesses. His name is synonymous with Success. Mr. Cummings is well versed in bringing people together. I
know him personally and have been a loyal patron over the years to his many successful business ventures.

Iknowifgiven the opportunity Mr. Cummings would professionally manage the Sunset Lounge and bring life,
jobs and revenue back to that community. His name and reputation precedes him. Why take a chance on a new
‘management company that does not represent the current community. Let's stick with the proven track record of
success and Ivote YES for Darrin Cummings for the Sunset Lounge.

Sincerely,

Georgiana Wilson
PBC Resident
Constituent

1



From: starchelle24@yahoo.com
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 2:20 PM
To: Commissioners
Subject: Sunset Lounge Vote Darrin Cummings

>Hello,

> Ide to cast avote for Mr Darrin Cummings for managementofthe historic Sunset Lounge. My vote is based on his
Superior experience in the industry and his great rapport within the community. Please except my ballot via email.

> Regards,
> Michelle Jones

Sent from my iPhone

1



From: Shakema Glover <sglover@northendrise.org>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 1:02 PM
ce CraigGlover Mikeal Addison
Subject: FW: Sunset Lounge - Call for support

Dear Neighbor:
See an email below needing your support today, Monday, June 27, 2022 at 3pm.

Best Regards,
‘Shakema Glover, CRPS
CommunityAmbassador
Northend RISE, Inc.
72339% St.
WPB, FL 33407
561.685.7948

hitos://vnwwsurveymonkey.com/r/NCIQZYW.

From: Cathy D. Gardner <cathyd gardner@rocketmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 10:45 AM
Subject: Fw: Sunset Lounge

CAUTION: This email originated from ousideofthe organization. Do not lick inks or open attachments unless you recognize the
senderand knowthe content is sae.

ATTENTION PLEASE

PLEASE SEE THE FOLLOWING BELOW; ACTION NEEDED:



Yours for an awesome Community,
Cathy Gardner

From: Stellar Marketing and Business Solutions <tracy@stelarmarketingoro com>
Subject: unset Lounge

Cal for support
West pai i havingvote on Monday 3pm fora management companyto takeover the operations for
he new renovated historic SUNSET Lounge.
My group has been selected as a finalist.
We asi supporters 0 send an email to the folowing
Commissioners@wpb.org and simply write the following:

“I support ho Sunset Lounge being aperate by VITA LLC and he Sunset Community Grous™

Tracy Thomas, Owner
Stear Marketing & Business Solutions
401 N Rosemary Avene
West Pam Beach, FI 33401
P:(861) 2092770 C: (51) 29-5705

(561) 200.2771
tracy@stellamarketingpro.com
wwwstellarmarketingero.comBook your next appommentith me:
hites:/istellarmarketingproacuityscheduling.com/

2



From: Pearl Peanuts <lipearipeanuts@gmaicom>
Sent: Sunday, une 26, 2022 620 PM
To: ‘Commissioners
Subject: Sunset Lounge

"I support the Sunset Lounge being operated by VITA LLC and the Sunset Community Group"

'
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