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Federal Aviation
Administration

Mr. Ben Welsh
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 132824
263 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02115

Dear Mr. Welsh:

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 2022-10354

‘This is in response to your request dated August 19, 2022, under the FreedomofInformation Act
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, pertaining to all records in the database collecting accident reports of
small unmanned aerial systems (UAS) or drones. Your request was forwarded from the FOIA
Program Staffin Washington, DC and was received in this office on August 29.

A searchofthe Accident/Incident Data System (AIDS) on November2 revealed 101 records
identifying UAS or drone. Enclosed is a copyofthe Accident/Incident Data Profiles.

Personal data (names, addresses, certificate numbers, phone numbers) has been redacted from
the records under Exemption 6of the FOIA (Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6):
Department of Transportation Regulations, 49 CFR 7.13(c)(6)). When a privacy interest is found
to exist, a balancing between the rights ofthe individual concemed and any public interest in
disclosure must be performed. Department ofthe Air Force v. Rose, 425 U.S. 352, 372 (1989).
On balance, disclosing the personal data would not contribute significantly to the "public
understandingof the operations or activitiesof the government." DepartmentofJustice v.
Reporters CommitteeforFreedomofthe Press, 109 S.C. 1468, 1483 (1989).

‘The undersigned is responsible for this determination. You may request reconsiderationofthis
determination by writing to the Assistant Administrator for Finance and Management (AFN-
400). Federal Aviation Administration, §00 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC, 20591
or through electronic mail at: FOIA-Appeals(@faa gov. Your request must be made in writing
‘within 90 days from the dateofthis letter and must include all information and arguments relied
‘upon. Your ettermust alsostatethat it isanappeal from the above-describeddenialof a request
made under the FOIA. The envelope containing the appeal should be marked "FOIA Appeal.”
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Youalsohave the right to seek dispute resolution services from the FAA FOIA Public Liaison
via phone (202-267-7799) or email (7-AWA-ARC-FOIA@faa.gov) noting FOIA Public Liaison
in the Subject or the Office of Government Information Services (https://oqis. archives gov) via

phone (202-741-5770/ toll-free--1-877-684-6448; fax--202-741-5769): or email

Soaisonam gov)
Sincerely,

TIMOTHYR iinncaaADAMS 3
TimothyR. Adams
Aviation Safety
Flight Standards Service
Acting Deputy Director,
Safety Standards

Enclosures
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FOIA Request 2022-10354 oC

Shipp, Judy A (FAR)

From: 132624-68524577@requestsmuckrockcom
sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:57 PM
To: Shipp, Judy A (FAA)
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Act Request: Database of sUAS drone accident reports

Federal Aviation Administration
FOIA Office
800 Independence Avenue Southwest
Washington, DC 20591

August 22,2022

This is a follow up to a previous request:

‘Thank you for this link. T am not requesting "sightings." I am requesting accidents, which pilots are required to
report under Part 107. It is described at the bottomofyour agency's DroneZone site.

hitps:/faadronezone-accessfaagov/#/

Herei the full quoteofwhat's there. T am requesting all data collected but this form.

Part 107 Accident Reporting Form
‘The authority for collecting the information provided on this form is codified at 49 U.S.C. § 44701 and §44807;
see also FAA Modemization and Reform Actof2012, Pub. L. 112-95 § 333, Special Rules for Certain
‘Unmanned Aircraft Systems, and 14 CER. § 107.9. Theprincipal purposeforwhich the FAA intendstouse
the information is to receive and evaluate accident reports submitted to the FAA involving SUASs. The Federal
Aviation Administration wil use the information provided in connection to accident reports to regulate and
promote safety in air commerce, in accordance with its statutory authority at 49 U.S.C § 44701. Disclosure of
this information is mandatory for remote pilots in command operating under 14 C.F.R. Part 107, and a certified
remote pilot in commands failure to report an accident in accordance with the regulations may result in
enforcement action and/or civil penalties pursuant 14 C.E.R. Part 13. Additionally, failure to provide all the
information requested will delay the processingofthe report. The information collected on this website will be
included ina Privacy Act Systemof Records known as DOT/FAA 847, titled “Aviation Records on
Individuals.” The information collected to complete an accident report may be disclosed in accordance with the
routine uses that appear in the DOT/FAA 847, as published in the Federal Register at 75 Federal Register 68849
(November 9, 2010), available at hitps://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pke/FR-2010-11-09/pdf12010-28237 pdf.

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here:
hitps/accounts.muckrock.comVaccountslogin2next=https?3A%2F%2Fwww.muckrockcom®%2Faccounts?2
Flogin?2F%3Fnext?3D%252Faccounts?s252Fagency_login%252Ffederal-aviation-administration-
68%252Fdatabase-of-suas-drone-acident-reports-
132824%252F%253Femail?253DJudy.A Shipp?%252540faa.govéurl_auth_token=AAAVOTSPNGZLDTwrxl
WJ82Q6551%3A 10QETy%3AnEBOVIUZoWWLz_h7St]_2XIPEFQUTIIOIFKSbxmzzEs
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If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
WLELPKLV 

Filed via MuckRock.com 
E-mail (Preferred): 132824-68524577@requests.muckrock.com 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 
For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 132824 
263 Huntington Ave 
Boston, MA 02115 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 

--- 

On Aug. 22, 2022: 
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Act Request: Database of sUAS drone accident reports 
Hello, 

Incident/accident reports regarding drones are available publicly at the FAA site 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/resources/public_records/uas_sightings_report. Because this can be found publicly, no 
further action will be taken regarding your FOIA request. 

Thank you, 

Judy Shipp 
FOIA Management Specialist 
817-222-5059 

[AFN-3 Logo] 
--- 

On Aug. 19, 2022: 
Subject: Freedom of Information Act Request: Database of sUAS drone accident reports 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the following records: 

An electronic dump of all records in the database collecting accident reports filed by operators of small 
unmanned aerial systems, aka drones, under the rules found in Part 48 and Part 107. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 
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In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-
ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response 
to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Ben Welsh 

View request history, upload responsive documents, and report problems here: 
https://accounts.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.muckrock.com%2Faccounts%2
Flogin%2F%3Fnext%3D%252Faccounts%252Fagency_login%252Ffederal-aviation-administration-
68%252Fdatabase-of-suas-drone-accident-reports-
132824%252F%253Femail%253DJudy.A.Shipp%252540faa.gov&url_auth_token=AAAVO7SpNGzLDTwrxl
WJ82Q65xI%3A1oQETy%3AnEB0V3UZoWwLz_h7Stl_2XtPEFQtTiI9IFkSbxmzzEs 

If prompted for a passcode, please enter: 
WLELPKLV 

Filed via MuckRock.com 
E-mail (Preferred): 132824-68524577@requests.muckrock.com 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 
For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 132824 
263 Huntington Ave 
Boston, MA 02115 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 
by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 
addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 
might be returned as undeliverable. 
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Shipp, Judy A (FAA)

Subject: FW:  Freedom of Information Act Request    2022-10354

 

From: Shipp, Judy A (FAA)  
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2022 2:52 PM 
To: 132824‐68524577@requests.muckrock.com 
Subject: Freedom of Information Act Request 2022‐10354 

 
Mr. Welsh, 
 
This email acknowledges receipt of your FOIA request concerning accident reports filed by operators of small unmanned 
aerial systems, aka drones, under the rules found in Part 48 and Part 107. 
 
Your request has been assigned for action to the FAA office listed below: 
 
Regulatory Support Division 
Jennifer Fleming, FOIA Request 
405‐954‐6501 
 
If you have questions regarding the status of your request, please contact the assigned FOIA coordinator.  Please refer to 
the FOIA number above in future correspondence regarding this request. 
 
Thank you,   
 
Judy Shipp 
FOIA Management Specialist 
817‐222‐5059 
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