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Office of the Attorney General

UW2 E/» Washington, B. €. 20530

ORDER NO. 5559-2022

APPOINTMENT OF JOHN L. SMITH AS SPECIAL COUNSEL

By virtueof the authority vested in the Attorney General, including 28 U.S.C. §§ 509,

510,515, and 533, in order to discharge my responsibility to provide supervision and

‘managementofthe DepartmentofJustice, and to ensure a ull and thorough investigation of

certain matters, | hereby order as follows:

(a) John L. Smith is appointed o serve as Special Counsel forthe United States

DepartmentofJustice.

(b) The Special Counsel is authorized to conduct the ongoing investigation into whether

any person or entity violated the law in connection with efforts 10 interfere with the lawl

transferofpower following the 2020 presidential election or the certificationofthe Electoral

College vote held on or about January 6, 2021, as well as any matters that arose or might aise

directly from this investigation or that are within the scopeof 28 C.F-R. § 600.4(@). This

authorization does not apply to prosecutions that are currently pending in the District of

Columbia, as well as future investigations and prosecutionsof individuals for offenses they

‘committed while physically present on the Capitol grounds on January 6, 2021. Those

investigations and prosecutions remain under the authority of the United States Attomey for the

District of Columbia. Further delineation of the authorizations between the Special Counsel and

the United States Attomey for the DistrictofColumbia will be provided as necessary and

appropriate.



(c) The Special Counsel is further authorized to conduct the ongoing investigation

referenced and described in the United States’ Response to Motion for Judicial Oversight and

‘Additional Relief, DonaldJ. Trump v. UnitedStates, No. 9:22-CV-81294-AMC (S.D. Fla. Aug.

30,2022) (ECF No. 48 at 5-13), as well as any matters that arose or may arise directly from this

investigation or that are within the scope of 28 C.F.R. § 600.4(a).

(d) The Special Counsel is authorized to prosecute federal crimes arising from the

investigation of these matters. The Special Counsel is also authorized to referto the appropriate

United States Attomey discrete prosecutions that may arise from the Special Counsel's

investigation.

(€) Sections 600.4 to 600.10 of title 28of the Code of Federal Regulations are applicable

to the Special Counsel.
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