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August 29, 2022 

Via Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested 

Mr. Mark Lilly 

Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

Re: F-2019-02140 

Dear Mr. Lilly, 

This law firm represents Sonoma Films and its owner David Schneider.  On December 18, 
2020, Mr. Schneider submitted an appeal (attached as Exhibit A to this letter) concerning 
your office’s response to Mr. Schneider’s above-referenced Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request for records associated with: 

The Italo-American Trading Company, in particular any information on Ante Pavelic 
and/or Krunoslav Draganovic and their involvement in operations conducted at the 
behest of the U.S. Government during the post World War II era Cold War. 

In a letter dated January 5, 2021 (attached as Exhibit B), your office acknowledged that Mr. 
Schneider’s administrative appeal was received on December 29, 2020.  Since then, Mr. 
Schneider has not received any further communications from your office, even after he 
submitted a letter on May 5, 2022 (attached as Exhibit C) requesting an estimated date for 
your office’s decision regarding Mr. Schneider’s appeal.  We write to ask for a substantive 
response from your office in connection with Mr. Schneider’s appeal.  Otherwise, we are 
prepared to file a lawsuit on behalf of Sonoma Films seeking the disclosure of records 
responsive to Mr. Schneider’s above-referenced FOIA request. 

As Mr. Schneider states in his appeal, the Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act (NWCDA) is the 
controlling law because the requested records fall under the NWCDA’s definition of “Nazi 
war criminal records” and should be produced “in their entirety.”  Pub. L. No. 105-246, § 
3(b)(1) (emphasis added).  The phrase “Nazi war criminal records” is defined to mean any 
“classified records or portions of records that…pertain to any person with respect to whom 
the United States Government, in its sole discretion, has grounds to believe ordered, incited, 
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assisted, or otherwise participated in the persecution of any person because of race, religion, 
national origin, or political opinion, during the period beginning on March 23, 1933, and 
ending on May 8, 1945, under the direction of, or in association with” the Nazi government 
or any government occupied by, established by, or cooperating with the Nazi government.  
Pub. L. No. 105-246, § (3)(a).  The historical record indicates that Pavelic and Draganovic 
were both influential figures involved or affiliated with the Croatian government, which was 
itself allied with the Nazi government and committed acts of genocide during World War II.  
This is evidenced by records that your office has already released in response to Mr. 
Schneider’s above-referenced FOIA request as well as records that have been previously 
declassified and made available to the public via the CIA FOIA Library website and the 
National Archives.1 Moreover, the CIA has already determined that the NWCDA is the 
controlling law for the requested records as shown by the fact that the 96 documents returned 
by a search for “Draganovic, Krunoslav” on the CIA FOIA Library were declassified and 
released under the NWCDA and are clearly stamped as such. The same is true for many of 
the records concerning Ante Pavelic.  

Furthermore, seven of the eight documents produced by your office in response to Mr. 
Schneider’s FOIA request were previously declassified and are publicly available at the CIA 
FOIA Library website (https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/).  Moreover, some of the 
information redacted in the produced documents is visible in the online versions of these 
documents, and, conversely, some of the online copies redact information that is visible in 
the produced documents.  The fact that your office produced documents redacting publicly 
available information and only identified eight responsive documents when there are 
numerous public records concerning Pavelic and Draganovic suggests that the CIA has 
overlooked material relevant to Mr. Schneider’s FOIA request and puts the sufficiency of the 
CIA’s identification and retrieval procedure at issue. 

We therefore respectfully request that your office produce any additional records in the 
CIA’s possession that are responsive to Mr. Schneider’s FOIA request.  We are available to 
discuss this request at any time.  We look forward to your prompt response. 

Very truly yours, 

Lynn Oberlander 
Michael Shymon 

cc: David Schneider

                                                 
1 See https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/document/519a6b2a993294098d5116e7.  
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EXHIBIT A 
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