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Correspondence.

THE COLLEGE ANARCHIST.

To THE EpIror OoF THE NATION:

SR Your statementiin the last Nafion, to
the effect that there is a sort of moral justifica-
tion for attacks upon Iife and property based
upon a theory which comes from the colleges,
libraries, and lecture-rooms, and latterly from
the churches, 1s supported by the teaching and
the practice of the Umiversity of Wisconsin.

_ Prof. Ely, director of the School of Econo-
mics, believes in strikes and boycotts, justify-
ing and encouraging the one while practising
the other. Somewhat more than a year ago a
strike occurred in the oflice of the Democrat
Printing Company, the State prmters. An
agitator or a walking-delegate came from Kan-
sas City to counsel and assist the strikers. He
was entertained at Prof. Ely’s house and was
n constant “copsultation with, him. A liftle
later a strike occurred in another printing of-
fice m this ciby, in which Prof Ely was also an
abetitor and counsellor. He also demanded of
the proprietors that their office should be magde
& union office, threatening to take his printing
away if they did not comply. (They were
publishing a- paper for him as secretary of
some organization or association.) Upon the
refusal of lis repeated demands, Prof. Ely
withdrew his printing, informing them that he
had always been in the habit of deahing with
union offices. In conversation with one of-the
proprietors he asserted that where a sklled
workman was needed, a dirty, dissipated, un-
married, unrelable, and unskalled tramp, if a
union man, should be employed in preference

to an mdustrious, skilful, trustworthy non-
union man who is the head of a family. He

' also stated that the latter would haveno ground
! of complaind, as he could ehsﬂy'iembve'théob;
' Jections to him by joining the union, and that
' conscientious seruples against joining the union
would prové the individual to be a cranlk.
Suck is Ely-the citizen and busmess man—
an individual 'who can sey to citizens and taxs
payers, ‘*Stand and deliver, or down goes your
busimess,” and to laboring  men, “Join the
union or starve with your families,” Prof.
Ely, director of-the Schoolof Economics, dif-
fers from Ely the socialist only in the adroib
and ‘covert method of his advocacy.” A care-
ful reading of his books will dischver essential-
ly the same principles, but masked by glitter-
ing generalities and mystical and metaphysical
statements susceptible of various iterpreta
tions according a5 a too literal interpretation
might seem for the time likely to work discom-
fort or loss to the writer. His books are hav-
ing a considerable sale, being recommended
and advertised by the University and pushed
by publishers and dealers. Except where stu-
diously indefinite and ambiguous, they have
the merit of such simplicity of statement as
makes them easily read by the uneducated.
They abound 1n sanctimonious and pious cant,
pander to the prohibitionists, and ostenta-
trously sympathize with all who are 1n distress.
So manifest an appeal to the relgious, the
moral, and the unfortunate, with promise of
help to all, msures at the outset a large publo.
Only the careful student will discover their
utopian, impracticable, or pernicious doo-
trines, but their general acceptance would
furnish a seeming moral justification of at-
tacks upon life and property such as the coun-
try has already become too familiar with.
Very truly yours, OLIVER E. WELLS.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
MavpisoN, Wis, July 5, 1804, b




