
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS

STATE OF ARKANSAS INFORMATION FOR as,

vs AUG 21 2020

AMBER L. RUNAU 1.MURDER IN THE 157 DEGREE¢0 2,6{Q).._ clerk
DOB 05/26/1999 5-10-102, CLASS Y FELONY

I, DAVID L. ETHREDGE, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY WITHIN AND FOR

THEI4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS,ofwhich Baxter

County is a part, inthe nameand by the authorityofthe StateofArkansas, on oath,

accuse the Defendant Amber Runau,ofthe crimesofMurder in the 1 Degree, 5-10-102,

Class Y Felony, committed in Baxter County as follows:

1. On or about August 17, 2020, in Baxter County Arkansas, did unlawfully and

feloniously, a person commits the crime of murder in the first degree if:
acting alone or with on (1) or more other persons, with a purpose of causing

the death of another person, the person causes the death of another person,

‘against thepeaceand dignityofthe StateofArkansas.

TO WIT: Defendant did unlawfully and feloniously on or about August 17, 2020,

In Baxter County, Arkansas, a 911 call was received and the caller, which was the

defendant, statedthat shejust stabbed the victim in the heart. As officerswereheadingto

the residence, officers had the dispatcher tell the defendant to walk outside in the
driveway and stay there until the officers arrived. The officer met the defendant in the
driveway, at which time she stated to the officer she had stabbed the victim in the heart.

The defendant was placed in the patrol car and the officers entered the residence and

discovered the victim sitting in her recliner with a large kitchen knife protruding from her

upper left chest area. For officer safety the house was cleared, and officers checked on

the victim. The victim did not have any signs of life and the coroner was requested. The
officers transported the defendant to police department, post Miranda Rights, the

defendant described her actions in a very matteroffact manner. The defendant described

her stabbing of the victim and her further action in watching the eyes as the victim died.

The defendant’s actions were taken against the peace and dignity of the State of

Arkansas.



DAVID L. ETHREDGE, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

DEI PROJECT IG AJORNEY

SubseribdandSworn obefor me thi) Cpa August2020
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AMBER RUNAU AFFIDAVIT

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS

AFFIDAVIT FOR PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION

Inthematterof: StateofArkansas v. AMBER L. RUNAU
LKA. 150 Mountain Loop
Gassvill, AR 72635
DOB: 05/26/1989
ARDL# 938187368. OF)

COUNTYARGNSAS
Criminal Offensefs):

AUG 21 2020
- (1) Arkansas Code §§ 510-102 1* DEGREE MURDER ,

Clark

August 19, 2020 -

Pursuant to Rule 4.1(¢) of the Arkansas Rules of Criminal Procedure, the undersigned affian(s),
being duly sworn, deposes and says that there is reason o believe that MS. AMBER RUNAU
‘committed the above offense(s) on or abou August 18", 2020 in th City of Gassvill, Baxter
County, Arkansas. MS. RUNAU has done so against the peace and dignity of the State of
Arkansas

‘The facts constituting probable cause areasfollows:

On August 17°, 2020 at approximately 1:34 pm 911 received a call from 870-435-2720.
“The caller 21 year old Amber Runau, stated that she had just stabbed Sharon Adler in the heart.

Myself and Sgt. Ron Weaver responded to the sceneat 601 Elm Street, With Dispatch stil on the.
‘phone with Ms. Runau, | asked them to tel her to walk out into the driveway to meet me. She did
50 and as |exited my vehicle she stated to me that she had stabbed Sharon in the heart as wel.

Ms. Runau was placed in my patrol car and at this ime we entered the residence and
discovered Mrs. Ader siting in her reciner with a large kitchen knife protruding from her upper
left chest area. For Officer safely, we cleared the house then checked Mrs. Ader for signs of Ife,
none were found, the Coroner was requested at that time. After the Coroner picked up Mrs. Ader
we transported Ms. Runau to the Gassville Police Department, she was given Miranda Rights,
‘and then described her actions in a very matterof fact manner.

is. Runau described her stabbingof the victim and her further action in watching the
eyes as the victim died.

Ms. Runauwasthen transported to BaxterCountyJail and booked in for First Degree:
Murder with a one millon dollar bond.
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AMBER RUNAU AFFIDAVIT

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS

1 swear tht he allegations contained herein ae tuefhe bestofmy knowledge, information,nd vel

CaitWyma 52Aon sgnatre. +

CAPTAIN
Oficial Posiion

Subscribd and sworn befor me is OU day of August 2020.

Cless——Gy

PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION
1 beingaJui Offer with frsicon n Baer County, Akasa, do hora sae tat ave
Graminod is Acai and | have delermined 1 reasonable and piobabl caves does axisfo
charging the above named Defendant with the above offense(s). This determination is made
pursuant to Rule 4.1(e) and Rule 8.3(c) of the Arkansas rules of Criminal Procedure.

D 35000Sod Cicer Bie
$ 1,000,000% Lond.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS
CRIMINAL DIVISION

STATE OF ARKANSAS PLAINTIFF
vs NO. 03CR-20-287
AMBER LEA RUNAU DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELY ON THE
DEFENSE OF MENTAL DISEASE OR DEFECT

Pursuant 0 Ark. Code Ann. §5-2-305, the defendant, Amber Lea Runau, hereby gives
notice that he/she intends to rely on the defense of mental disease or defect.

AMBER LEA RUNAU

By: / Samuel J. Pasthing
Samuel J. Pasthing, Arkansas Bar No. 99082
DEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER
301 East 6° Street, Suite 182
Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653
(870) 424-2907 Telephone
(870) 424-2914 Facsimile
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT

1, Samuel Pasthing, attorney for the Defendant herein, hereby certify thatI have served a
copy of the foregoing Notice by causing a true and correct copy thereof to be delivered. via the
flex filing system to Deputy Prosecuting Attomey, Kerry Chism. in Mountain Home, Baxter
County, Arkansas this 17" day of September, 2020.

[SamuelJ.Pasthing_______
Samuel Pasthing, Arkansas Bar No. 99082

 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

STATE OF ARKANSAS        PLAINTIFF 

VS     NO.  03CR-20-287 

AMBER LEA RUNAU        DEFENDANT 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELY ON THE  

DEFENSE OF MENTAL DISEASE OR DEFECT 

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §5-2-305, the defendant, Amber Lea Runau, hereby gives 

notice that he/she intends to rely on the defense of mental disease or defect.  

     

AMBER LEA RUNAU    

   

         By: /s/ Samuel J. Pasthing     

     Samuel J. Pasthing, Arkansas Bar No. 99082 

     DEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER 

     301 East 6th Street, Suite 182 

     Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653 

     (870) 424-2907 Telephone 

     (870) 424-2914 Facsimile 

     ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Samuel Pasthing, attorney for the Defendant herein, hereby certify that I have served a 

copy of the foregoing Notice by causing a true and correct copy thereof to be delivered, via the 

e-flex filing system to Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Kerry Chism, in Mountain Home, Baxter 

County, Arkansas this 17th day of September, 2020. 

      

     /s/ Samuel J. Pasthing     

      Samuel Pasthing, Arkansas Bar No. 99082 
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THE CiReurT cour or Baxter COUNTY, ARKANSAS

14th DIVISION

STATE OF ARKANSAS

vs casio, :2020-287

Amber L. Runau 05/26/1999 f w
(FULL NAME OF DEFENDANT)  DatcofBirth Sex Race

Murder in the 1st Degree, 5-10-102, Class Y Felony
OFFENSE(S) CHARGED AND CODE NOS.:
David Ethredge, 301 E.6th St., Ste 170 Mountain Home, AR

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S NAME AND ADDRESS:
Samuel Pasting, Public Defondors Offs, 301 E. 61 St, St 162, Min Home, AR 72653
DEFENSE ATTORNEY'S NAME AND ADDRESS
‘Samuel Pasihing, Pubic Defenders Offce, 301. 6h S, Ste 182, Min Home, AR 72653
NAME OF ATTORNEY REQUESTING EXAMINATION:
Mark Cooper, Public Defenders Offic, 301 E. 6th St, Ste 182, Min Home, AR 72663
ARKANSAS ARREST TRACKING NUMBER:
Baxter County Detention Center
DEFENDANT'S CUSTODY STATUS AND LOCATION:

ORDER FOR CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY EXAMINATION OF
DEFENDANT

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 52-305, the defendant has filed notice that he/she

intends to rely on the defense of mental iscase or defect and AMDEN L. Runau

has petitioned the Court for a criminal-responsibility examination and opinion.

1

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
Baxter County Circuit Court

Canda Reese, Circuit/County Clerk

2020-Sep-22  06:12:30
03CR-20-287
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tis therefore ORDERED:

1. All further proceedings in th prosecution ae immediately suspended.
2. [1(checkifappropriate) The defendant has requested simultaneous fitness-to-

proceed and criminalresponsibilty examinations and two separate orders have been

completed. Checking this paragraph identifies cases in which DHS should receive
wo separate ordersfrom the Court, Checking this paragraph does not substitutefor
he requirementofseparate ordersor aftess-o- proceed examination and a

criminal.responsibiliy examination as mandated by Ark. Code Ann. § 5-2-305,

3. (Check the appropriate chaice below.)

[1A The defendant shall undergo examination by one (1) or more qualified

psychiatrists or qualified psychologists: (name, address, and telephone no, ofthe
examiner):

[18. Thedefendant shal undergo examination byone (1) or more qualified

psychiatrists not practicing withthe Arkansas State Hospital: (name, address, and
telephone no. of examiner):

[dc The Directorof the Divisionof Behavioral Health Servicesofthe

Departmentof Human Services i directed to determine who will examine the defendant.

DBHS Forensic Coordinator
Arkansas State Hospital
305 South Palm St.
Lite Rock, AR 72205
(Tel) (501) 686-9174
(Fa) (501) 686.9198
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4. The Director ofthe Division of Behavioral Healthofthe DepartmentofHuman

Services or designee shall determine the locationof the examination.

5. The prosecuting attomey shall provide a copyofthis Order to the DBHS Director of

Forensic Services, or examiner ordered by this Court to conduct the examination if

not the DivisionofBehavioral Health Services, within five (5) daysof entryof the

Order.

6. The prosecuting attomey shall provide the examiner any information relevant to the

examination, including but not limited to:

A. The name and addressofany atiomey involved in the matter;

B. Information about the alleged offense (5); and

C. Any information about the defendant's background that is deemed relevant to

the examination, including the criminal historyof the defendant.

7. Having determined that the information is available and relevant pursuant to Ark.

Code Aun. § 5:2-305 (g)(3), the Court directs the attorney for the defendant to

provide the following information to the examiner:

8. The examiner shall provide a report to this Court which includes the following:

A. A descriptionofthe natureofthe examination;

B. A descriptionofany evidence that the defendant is feigning a sign or

symptom of mental disease or defect;

C.. A specific descriptionof the signs or symptomsofmental disease or defect, if

in the opinionofthe examiner the defendant has amental disease or defect;

3



D. A substanisted dingnosis inthe terminology of the American Psychiatric

Association's current edition ofthe Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders;

E. An opinion as to whether as th result ofamental disease or defect the
defendantat the time ofthe alloged criminal conduct lacked the capacity to

appreciate the criminalityof his or hr conduct orto conform his or her
conduct o th requirements ofaw and an explanationofthe examiner's

opinion and the bassofthe opinion; and
F. [1 (checkifrequired) When directed by the Court, an opinionas to the

capacity of the defendant to have the culpable mental stat that is required to

establish an element ofthe offense charged with an explanationof the
examiner's opinion and the basis of the opinion.

9. The examiner shall not ender an opinion or isue a eport on criminal responsiblity
ifthe examiner believes that the defendant i not fit to proceed. The criminal
responsibilty examination shll be suspended and the Court shal be notified
immediately that there is a question as tothe defendant's fitness to proce.

10. Ifan examination cannot be conducted becauseofthe unwillingnessof the defendant

to participate in the examination, the report shall so state and shall include, if
possible, an opiniona to whether the unwillingness ofthe defendant i the result of
mental disease or defect,

11. The examination shall be for a period not exceeding sixty (60) days or such longer
period as the Director ofthe DivisionofBehavioral Health ofthe Department of

4



Human Services or his or her designee determines to be necessary for the purpose of

the examination.

12. Any existing medical or pertinent record in the custodyof a public agency shall be

made available to the examiner and to the prosecuting attorney and the defendant's

attomey for inspection and copying.

13. A person designated to perform an examination shall file the reportofthe

‘examination with the clerk ofthe court, and the clerkofthe court shall mail a copy to

the defense attomey and a copy to the prosecuting attorney.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dae CircuitJudge

5
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ATL Arkansas Judiciary

Case Title: STATE V AMBER L RUNAU

Case Number: 03CR-20-287

Type: ORDER CRIM RESPONSIBILITY EXAM

So Ordered

Spe

Judge John Putman

Eaconcayspedty RPUTMAN onZ2008:22 06:238 pag066

Arkansas Judiciary

Case Title: STATE V AMBER L RUNAU

Case Number: 03CR-20-287

Type: ORDER CRIM RESPONSIBILITY EXAM

So Ordered

Judge John Putman

Electronically signed by JRPUTMAN on 2020-09-22 06:12:33     page 6 of 6
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UNIFORM COVER PAGE
[To be used when required by Administrative Order No. 2 ()*]

COURT: CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY

Docket/Case Number: 03CR-20-287

CASE NAME:
PLAINTIFF/
PETITIONER: STATE

DEFENDANT/
RESPONDENT: Runau

TITLE OF PLEADING OR
DOCUMENT BEING FILED
(Ifa mulci-part fle,
the designation "parc _ of"
(example, part 1of2)): APPOINTMENT NOTIFICATION

*Adminisrsive Order No 2.
1)Fie Birk (1) Thre shall be 3 two inch (2) op cgi on the fio page of sch document ubmicd fox

lg 0 sccommodite the cour le mark Ifeplesding.or document ui be led 1 muli-pac becuse o 53 orfor he casos he ipageofechparemt include the le ame an le marksndshallesl dicthe pe
Rubee and nomberof ars (example, pat 1 f 2).

12) IF document such that the fin pagecannotbe dre to provid sffcent pace co sc he fle
mak requirement, the document mus include the uniform cover page developed by the Administra Officofthe
‘Cours nd found under Forms ad Publications atwow cours gov
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ARKANSAS ET)
DEPARTMENT OF OfficeofChiefCounsel ED

HUMAN Fam Lerock Qu):rf 305SouthPam Live Rock, AR 72205 Fan
501-251-6569- Fax: 501-683-3677 AWA

=Y SERVICES stephanie vondran@dhsariansas gov =

January 15, 2021

Honorable John Putman
14% Judicial Circuit, 3" Division
100 North Main Street, Box 305
Harrison, AR 72601

RE: State v. Runau, 03CR-20-287

Honorable Judge Putman,

1am writing to inform the Court thatthedefendant, Amber Runau, is scheduled fora
forensic evaluation on February 03, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. with Dr Michel. Theevaluation will take

placeat the Arkansas State Hospital, 305 South Palm Street, Little Rock, AR 72205.

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §§ 5-2-327(b) and 5-2-328(a)(3)(A) the Directorof the
Divisionof Aging, Adult, and Behavioral Health Services has determined that an extension is
necessary for the purposeofexamination.

Respectfully Submitted,

[5 Stephanie Vondran
Stephanie Vondran
Office ofChief Counsel
Arkansas Department of Human Services
305 South Palm St.
Little Rock, AR 72205
Phone: 501.251.6569
Fax: 501-683-3677
Stephanie. Vondran@dhs.arkansas. gov.

(CC: David Ethredge
CC: Samuel Pasthing
(CC: Baxter County Circuit Clerk

humanservicesarkansasgov
Protectingthe vulnerable, fosteringindependence and promoting betterhealth
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ELECTRONICALLY FILEDetCoyCr Cart
0506117 15407
Clabes.PagDEFENDANT: Amber ed

DOCKET# 2020-287
ARREST TRACKING # N/A

PROSECUTOR'S REPORT
CASE NO, 2020-287
Defendant Name:~~ Amber L. Runau
DOB: 0526/1999

Charges the defendant has ben convicted of:

Murder in the 2% Degree, 5+10-103, Class A Felony

Dateofoffensc(s): August 17,2020

Summary of cine, (including aggravating or mitigating factors): The defendant did knowingly
while at the residence of the vietim and take a large kitchen knife and stab the victim in her
upper Left chest area causingher death.

Weapon involved: __Yes XXX No KIND:

Injury to victim: NIA

Is the victim a minor: __ Yes XXX No,

Relationship to minor: N/A.

Victim notification request: NIA

Name and Address of Victim: N/A

DAVID L. ETHREDGE, Prosecuting Attorney

Defy Prosecuting Attom

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
Baxter County Circuit Court

Canda Reese, Circuit/County Clerk
2022-Oct-17  15:44:07

03CR-20-287
C14D03 : 1 Page



ELECTRONICALLY FILED
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05061715k
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INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS ke

STATE OF ARKANSAS PLAINTIFF

vs. 03r:20-287

AMBER RUNAU DEFENDANT

PLEA STATEMENT

There are presently criminal charges against you in Baxter County Circuit Court. Before

you make a plea to the charges against you in frontof the Judge you must understand your rights,

the charges against you and their penalties. The Judge, also, must be sure that you understand

the following:

I. That you are charged with the felony of: Murder in the 1 Degree, 5-10-102,
Class Y Felony and if you are convicted you may be imprisoned in the Arkansas Department of
Correction or the Baxter County Jail and fined.

2. That you have the right to plead not guilty, to be tried bya jury, to confront your
accusers and 1 testify or not. If you so plead the State would have the burden of proving your
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. If you are found guilty by the jury they will set your sentence
and you will have the right o appeal to a higher court.

However, if you are guilty and desire to plead guilty the Judge, upon accepting your plea
of guilty will decide what your sentence should be. If you decide to plead guilty the Judge can
only accept your plea if you understand the following and convince him that you understand the
following:

1. Do you understand that you are charged with: Murder in the 1° Degree, 5-10-102, Class
YLG

2. Do you understand that the possible penalties provided by law on those charges are: 10-
40 and/or life for each Class Y Felony AL

Page 10f3
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Defendant: Amber L. Runau
Case: 2020-287

3. Do you understand that by pleading guilty you give up your right to be tried by a jury and
to confront your accusers in Court? Y_

4. Do you understand that by pleading guilty you give up your right o appeai?y A

5. Are you pleading guily frecly and voluntarily and not because you have been threatened
orpromised anything in return for the plea? A

6. Are you pleading guilty because you are, in fact, guilty as charged?» ff

7. Do you understand that the Prosecuting Attorney and your Attomey have agreed to
recommenda parieulrsoence if you load guy, A.

“That Agreement is: See Attached Page 3

8 Do you accept tis agreement? ¢

9. Have you discussed your case fully with your attorney and are you satisfied with his
services and advice? 1

Ihave fully and completely gone over this plea statement with my attorney, and I have
personally read everything on this pica statement and have answered each question. I fully
understand my rights and | am freely and voluntarily pleading guily because | am guilty of the
charges.

(0 [2057 fu J 1 Ios
DATE SFENDANT

1 personally have fully and completely gone over and explained this plea statement to the
Defendant, and the charges, penalties and his/heyrights in this particular case. In my opinion,
Helshe fully understands his plea statement ands fsely and voluntarily entering this plea.
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Defendant: Amber L. Runau

Case: 2020-287

PLEA STATEMENT: The defendant shall plead guilty to the following:

1. Murder in the 2* Degree, 5-10-103, Class A Felony and receive a sentence of thirty (30)
years in the Arkansas DepartmentofCorrections.

1.Offense Seriousness: 9Criminal History Score:0 Presumptive Sentence: ADC 180-300

‘The defendant shall receive four hundred and ninety five (495) days jail time credit.

The defendant shall pay the following:

Court Costs $200.00 Public Defender Fee $75.00
Fine: $1,000.00 Public Defender User Fee $125.00
Mandatory DNA: $250.00

Booking and Administration Fee: ~~ $40.00

Payments shall be made to the Baxter County Sheriff's Department at the rate ofa minimum of
$100.00 per month beginning within sixty (60) days after release from incarceration and the
same day each month thereafter until paid in full. = You must submit your tax return or other
caning information to your Probation Officer cach year. Ifyou are able to pay more your
‘monthly minimum payment will be increased.

lo) 1] 268g flee dlc...Be cries
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