
 Exhibit   8 

Case 1:22-cv-03027   Document 1-12   Filed 10/06/22   Page 1 of 18



January 14, 2022 

Wyoming State Office FOIA Officer 
Bureau of Land Management 
5353 Yellowstone Road 
Cheyenne, WY 82009 

Via www.foiaonline.gov 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear BLM Wyoming FOIA Officer, 

American Wild Horse Campaign, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, whose address 
is Box 1733, Davis, CA 95617, submits the following FOIA request: 

I. Request

American Wild Horse Campaign (AWHC) requests the following records, pursuant to 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA): 

1) All records that discuss or describe Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA), or

the grazing authorizations that the BLM has issued to the RSGA, that are to be

maintained in any Grazing Case Files, Sections 1 - 6, as set forth in BLM Handbook

H-4010-1: Rangeland Management Records.

2) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)

grazing authorizations permit/leases - decisions, allotment maps, allotment description,

rangeline agreements, Allotment Management Plan (AMP)

3) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)
grazing authorizations - billings, applications, grazing bills, crossing permits

4) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)

grazing authorizations - transfers, supplemental information, deed, lien holder or

mortgage information

5) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)

grazing authorizations - unauthorized use, unauthorized use actions, decisions, related

correspondence

6) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)

grazing authorizations - improvements, assignment of range improvements, copies of

range Improvement permits or co-operative agreements.

7) All records that discuss or describe all Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA)

grazing authorizations - general correspondence, letters, conversation records.
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II. Time frame

The time frame of for this request is for records that are dated, or in force and effect, 

during the time frame of January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019. 

Ill. Background 

To help you in your search, the Rock Springs Grazing Association (RSGA) has a BLM 
grazing authorization that includes, but is not limited to, the Rock Springs Allotment in 
Wyoming. There may also be other grazing authorizations that permit the RSGA to 
graze their livestock on other BLM Allotments. The BLM authorization number issued to 
RSGA to allow grazing on the Rock Springs Allotment is 4904655. 

BLM Handbook H-4010-1: Rangeland Management Records describes the records to 
be maintained: 
https://www.ntc.blm.gov/krc/uploads/470/6a Allotment+Grazing Case-Files H-4010-
1.pdf

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administers public lands throughout the United 
States, which includes issuing permits authorizing livestock grazing on certain public 
lands. In these permits, the BLM sets the number of cattle or sheep that can graze on 
specific land areas. 

The Secretary of the Department of the Interior was tasked with the management of wild 
horses with the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. The BLM 
administers this Act as the Secretary's delegate. 

The "Checkerboard Area" of Wyoming is a two-million acre swath of public and private 
lands known as the Wyoming Checkerboard. The "checkerboard" derives its name from 
the pattern of alternating sections of private and public land which it comprises. Each 
section is one square mile. The checkerboard scheme of land ownership is a result of 
the Union Pacific Act passed in 1862. Under that Act, the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company was awarded the odd-numbered lots of public land along the railbed right-of­
way as the company completed each mile of the transcontinental railroad. Today, 
approximately half of the checkerboard remains under federal ownership as public 
lands, while the remainder is held privately. 

There are four BLM wild horse Herd Management Areas within the Wyoming 
Checkerboard, where sections of unfenced private lands are adjacent to the sections of 
public lands. 

One BLM grazing permittee in Wyoming is the Rock Springs Grazing Association 
(RSGA), a Wyoming Corporation. 

The Rock Springs Grazing Association has BLM grazing permits on approximately one 
million acres of public lands in the Wyoming Checkerboard. This seems to be the 
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permitted to a single grazing permittee that is managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management in the United States. 

The BLM's management of the livestock grazing program and grazing allotments on 

public lands, including grazing allotments used by the Rock Springs Grazing 

Association, are operations and activities that are identifiable as operations and 

activities of the government. 

Disclosure is "Likely to Contribute" to an Understanding of Government 
Operations or Activities. 

The requested records are meaningfully informative about government operations or 
activities and will contribute to an increased understanding of those operations and 
activities by the public. 

The requested records will allow American Wild Horse Campaign to convey more 

detailed information to the public about the BLM's activities regarding their management 

of about a million acres of public lands in Wyoming, permitted for the use of grazing by 

the Rock Springs Grazing Association. 

Once the requested information is made available, American Wild Horse Campaign will 
analyze it and present it to its online activists, to the general public, and to the media in 
a manner that will meaningfully enhance the public's understanding of the BLM's 
management of about a million acres of public lands used for grazing by the Rock 
Springs Grazing Association, that is not currently available to the public. 

The records AWHC seeks will contain new detailed information that is not easily 
accessible to the American public regarding the BLM's management of about a million 
acres of public lands used for grazing by the Rock Springs Grazing Association 

Thus, the requested records are likely to contribute to an understanding of BLM 
operations and activities. 

Disclosure "will contribute to public understanding" of a reasonably broad 
audience of persons interested in the subject. 

American Wild Horse Campaign is well known as a major wild horse & burro advocacy 
organization in the United States. AWHC's social media presence is 700,000 strong and 
has grown by nearly 100,000 supporters a year. 

AWHC serves the majority of Americans who value wild horses as national treasures 
and want to see them preserved and protected as mandated by the unanimously 
passed Wild Free-Roaming Wild Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
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Horse Campaign 
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Make a FOIA Request https :/ /foiaon line.gov /foiaon Ii ne/action/pu b I ic/request 

2 of4 

If the bureau processing your request finds that the actual cost will exceed the amount you specify, the bureau 

will stop processing the request and consult with you (see 43 C.F.R. 2.49(d)). If you are seeking a fee waiver, it is 

your responsibility to provide detailed information to support your request by addressing all the criteria outlined 

in 43 C.F.R. 2.48. If you do not submit sufficient justification, your fee waiver request will be denied (see 43 C.F.R. 

2.45). Please note the fact you may have received a fee waiver in the past is not determinative of whether you will 

receive one for this request--you still must submit sufficient justification. 

Request Type 

Request Type 

Contact Information 

Salutation 

First Name 

Middle Initial 

Last Name 

Email Address 

Organization 

Phone Number 

Fax Number 

Mailing Address Location 

Address Line 1 

Address Line 2 

City 

State/Province 

Zip Code/Postal Code 

Processing Fees 

Will Pay Up To 

FOIA 

Debbie 

Coffey 

debbiecoffeyl234@gmail.com 

American Wild Horse Campaign 

United States/US Territories 

Brieanah Schwartz 

7137 Wilson Road 

Marshall 

Virginia 

20115 

$60.00 

1/14/2022, 6:53 AM 
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