
ts UNCLASSIFIED
, s “Approved For Relggse 2000/08/28 : CIA-RDP78-0382A000500170001-5

< Booument No, _____)__
Mo Change In ©'7es, mm
Ri or

HISTORY OF USSR Changes se_ Auth M=T02 .

- HE a
| Sudden as the actual outbreak of revolution in the Russian
| cnptre was in arch 1917, its roots lay deep in Russian inperial
1 history, Medieval Russia continued to exist, feudal in practice
§ and concept, while other European nations develoned new social

o | practices under the stimuli of eighteenth century enlightenment
! and nineteenth century industrial expansion. Tsarist attempts at

reform had proved inept, incensistent, and subject to the whims of .
: privilesed persons or groups. The twentieth century found the Russian

- empire blocked in its foreign policy and backward in economic and
social development, Weaknesses became apparent in the Russo-Japanese
war of 1904~1905 and in the abertive revolution in 1905. Faced with

i failure abroad and at home, and under the impact of catastrophic
4 defeats in “orld Yar I, the entire structure collapsed.

{The Russian Revolution,

The Varch Revelution developed unexpectedly out of strikes, fosd
queues, and a mutiny in Petrograd (now Leningrad) before the members

© of the Duma, dissolved on March 12, eould orient themselves. Its
- 3 progressive bloc for two years had urged a constitutional parliamentary

t monarchy based on wide suffrage and full civil rights to citizens,
& Although national in character, it was not really representative of

all the people. It feared to appeal to the masses becanse tos
radical a program might cause a second failure at revolution.

iy
The Soviet of Workmen's Deputies was constituted on the afternoon

of March 12, The members of the Duma, early in the morning of the next
day, finally decided to form a provisional government, Thus two
Fovalationary centers wore Created; the Dusfemed Provisional
Government with the formal responsibility of power, and the Petrograd
Soviet with the real power, Until the Bolshevik seizure of full
power (November 7), this duality was the actual relationship. On
Farah 15, under rbsaurs ron the Provisions] Government, Tear
Nicholas IT abdicated for himself and his son, Alexis, and pro-
Clained his brother, Grand Dake Viehacl, as his successors The
Sattar wan. persunded not to aceon unit] a constitution had been
adopted, The imperial family was put under arrest. Prince
Georgy Lvov was named prime minister, Alexander Guchkov interior
minister, and Pavel Milyukov foreign minister. The Soviet refused
To anton the cabinote

Soviets were formed throusheut, the contr, thus disintegrating
it politically. Order Number One, issued bv the Petrograd Seviet on
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March 14, gradually undermined the Armed forcos bv disrupting the N
étsciplite and introducing soldiers! comittess between the men and
the comand, The numerous nationalities in the Russion cmpire began
£0 broak away, ospocially the Ukrainians and the Poles, first, by
seokdne wide Autonomy, and thon by demanding virtual independence.
The Potrograd Soviet, in time joined by other soviets in successive
congresses, began to announce the policy which 1t expected, and .
forced, the government to follow, On March 27 it formulated the policy,

. first, of tho continuation of the war only for tho defense of the
revolition, and,second, of a peace without annoxations or indemnitics
and with self—dotornination of pooplos. The Provisional Governmont,
which had baon recognized ty the Entonte (England and France),

. failod to aodlfy this, and Mlyukov notificd the Entente of the »
povernnont, program, On Yay 2 he added a covering latter to the effect
that Russia's angagoments undortaken dn the war would bo preservods
Tris lod tea strugrle between the Soviet and tho Provisional Govern-
nent, in which the latter lost. Guchkov and Milyukov resigned, May
12-16, and the Soviet was induced by Prince Lvov to entor the cabinet
to the oxtent of five portfolios.

As ver minister, Alexandor Kerensky became the leading fimure
in the govermmont. Ho ordorod an offensive against the Germans fron
June 29 to July 7; this onded in failure, precluding the peace aims

. which Russia had hoped the Entente would Accept in special conforonce
in the ovent of a military success, The Russian defeat also weakened
the Provisienal Governmont's pasition in the Entonte, which began to
#hvo loss attention to its point of view. The return of Nikolai
Lonin to Russia on Apra 16, 1917, was followed by his advocacy
of the policy that the Soviets should take ovor the whole cabinet
instoad of forming a coalition. Disaprliitad- in this, the Bolsheviks
staged thoir own coup, July 16-18, which failed. Lenin mnagod to
escape, hut Leon Troksky and others were arrested.

The Bolshevik nd for power lod Kerensky, who had become prime
minister on July 20 after the resignabion of Prince Lvov, to consider

. an appeal to 11 classes, pirties, and organizations in order to secure
2 wider suprort, As a conscquoncd, he called the Yoscow Conference,
Aupust 25-28. The Bolshoviks did not attend, An impasse had developed
which indfeated, if anything, that to introduc discipline in the

. armed foros and order hohind tho front the goverment vould have to
rove 40 the richt. Thus it was that tho vagie scheme to include
General Lavr ¥orniloy in a reorganization of the government wis
concoivad, hut when Koronsky realized that this mient, displace or
subordinnfe hin ho ordrrod the goneralls arrest, and the military
support behind the iden oollapsod (September 9-14). This caused Kerensky
to loan to the loft. His attompts to got further support ab the
Demneratic (Socialist) Congross, on Scptembor 29, and ab the Council

. .
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: of the Republic, on October 20, were without result,

The Bolsheviks:

Neanmhile, the Gernan advance in the Baltic gained momentum,
3m Potroprad, then tho most aportart dnfuserial var coer, ras
in danger of capture, Sasrema (Oestel) fell on October 12, The
panic in Petrograd vas utilized by the Bolsheviks to seize powers

: They had infiltrated the sovicts, and ina two-month peried hed
secured control of the Petrograd Soviet under Trotsky's chairmanship,
the Moscow Soviet, and many others, They wero confident that they
would have a majority in the Congress of Soviets, set for November

. 7, and that they would control it, In the guise of protecting the
Potrograd ares, and in the face of vacillation and weakness by the
Kerensky government, they obtained military control of the area on
November 4. They seized power in the night of November 6, Kerensky's
effort, to get the amy, under Genoral Krasnov, to retake Petrograd
failed between November 10 and 13, In the meantime the Congress of
Soviets, boycotted by tho moderate Sacialists, had approved the
Bolshovik seizure of powers The Provisional Government vanished
overnight, Old Russia had completely disintegrated into hundreds
of Soviets,

Militant Communism,

On Nov. 7, 1917, tho Bolsheviks organized the Council (Soviet)
of People's Commissars, headed by Lenin as premier, Trotsky as comisear
for forelghn affairs, and Joserh Stalin as comnissar for nationalities.
To crush non-Bolshevik elencnts, the Extraordinary Commission to
Combat, Counter-Reyolution (later known as the G.P.U., and still
later as N.K,V.D.) was ostablished, To win the favor of the peasants,
since the Bolsheviks nusbored only about 200,000, the November 7
decree on land ordered the distribution to peasents of land from the
large catates, merely legalizing vhs had boon taking place in tho
countryside since October. Tho banks and industrisl plants were

. nationalized and tho national debt repudiated on Jan. 28, 1918
The cleotions to tho Constituent Assembly authorized by the Kerensky
Revolutionaries roturnod 225 Bolshoviks, hen the Asscnbly met on
Jan, 18, 1918, it rofused to recognize the Soviet of People's

‘ Comnisaare as the govornmont, of Russia and the noxt dey vas dis
persed by the Red Guards. The Soviet Constitution, calling for
Ronopoly of political power by ono party (Communist), was approved
by tho Fifth Congress of the Sovicts on July 10, 1918,

. The decree on poace, dssucd Nove 7, 1917, asked that all
bolligorents begin imodiato peace parloys, Because only the
Central Powers responded, and Trotsky know that a separate peace

>
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- would be catastrophic, a second appoal on November 22 sought a
general peace on the basis of no annoxations and no indemniticss
On Decerber 5 Trotsky signed an armistice with the Central Powers
at Brost~Litovsk and published tho socrot treatios previously
negotiated by the bsarist government in order to force the hud of
the Entente, The poace nogotiations were stalled on Docember 28
because of the exorbitant demands of the Contral Powers, and
because it was hoped that the Entente might yet save Russia from a
separate poacy by negotiating a general one, The Cormans forced tho
had of the Bolsheviks by making a soparate peace with the Ukrsine
on Jan, 26, 1918. Thus, without a general peace, the war was
ended by proclamation on February 10, but the German advance forced

. the signingron ar, 3, 1918, of tho Catastrophic peace treaty of
Brost-Iitovsk, which recognized the loss of the Ukraine and all
the non-Russian borderlands, and vitrally established 2 veiled
German domination over Bolshevik Russia, lenin forced its acceptance.
Petrogmd (Leningrad) ceased to be the capital, which vas moved to
Voscow. Trotsky resigned, became war comnissar, and was succeeded
as comnissar for foreign affairs by Grigory Chicherin,

The two objectives of the Bolsheviks, who had becone known as
the Communist Party, were the establishment of a comunist state and
the encouragement of a world revolution to est=blish a world union
of communist states, The dispersal of the Constituent Assembly and
the siening of the Treaty of Brost~Litovsk led to the creation of
independent governments along the borders, and to the civil war and

- the intervention, which lasted for throo years, Bogun by the Social
Revolutionaries, who on July 6, 1918, assassinated the German
anbsssador, Count Nirbach, the githering forces against the Bolsheviks
bogan a civil war. In turn, the latter met terror with terror on
an extensive scale, thus beginning the long process of eliminating or
liquidating their opponents, The British landed troops at Mumansk
on June 23, and at Arkhangelsk on August 2, ostensibly to keep
Allied war supplies from being taken over by the Germans, while by
public announcement on August 3 the United States and Japan agreed

. to an intornational oxpedition to Siboria to relieve the Czechoslovaks,
who, since the Treaty of Srest~Litovsk, had endeavored to transfer
fron the eastern front $0 the Western, An Allied blookde of Russia
wis begun, The war in Europe came to an ond in Novenbor 1918, and

. the momnce of Gerwan rule was removed.
Those events highlighted the militant communian which gives this

period its names The crisis led the Bolsheviks to sek the imediate
communizntion of Russia. Their offorts had two results: industrial
production fell to 20 per:cant of prewar output, agriculture to 50
por cont. Peasants and labor virtually engaged in » sit-down strikes
Famine sproad in Bolshevik Russia, which had to appeal for international
assistance. This situation forced recognition of the failure of

=
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: this tyre of comnanization by the adoption on Mar. 17, 1921, of theNew Econorie Polley (N.E.P.). Tho grain tax who substituted forthe food lovy, free trade wis allowed to peasants to dispose of theirsurplus, workers wero pid for overtine and pioco-work, and smallprivate’ commercial esteblishnents wero permitted. Tho greatindustries, utilities, and mines remained nationalized.
The olvil wr and tho intervention, continuing from 1918 to. 1921, involved all of Russia and the borderlands, including Polandand llongolla, The opposition to the Bolsheviks, staring with theLiberal and socialist eloments of the duly elected Constitucnt

Assembly, gradunlly became dominated by conservatives and rosctionarios.The intorvention of the Allied powers, nover concorted or in groatenough force in any ono arca, dogensrated into schemcs to partitionRussin, As a consequence, the peasants, who had seized the landsand fonred tho return of tho landlords, sided with tho BolshovikssThe attempt to bring about a truco during the potco conference atParis failed. The "hite amics from the Baltic, the south, andSiberia were unable $0 offcot Junction, The Red Army wis Able tokoep them soparntod and to dcfont them singly, Thus, NikolsiYudenieh's Baltic front ended 10 ml. from Potrograd in October1919, 2nd the recognition by Bolshevik Russin of the independence ofthe Baltic states followed in Fobrusry and October 1920. AdmiralAlexander Folehak!s army advanced to the Volea from Siborin in lay1919, but wis beaten back through Sibarda; Onsk foll Hovombor 14and Folehnk was captured Fob 7, 1920. General Anton Domikin advanced$0 Orel in October 1919, but by April 1920 ho had boun driven to theBlack Son const. General Fyotr “irangel, who succooded him, wisforced out of the Kryn in November.
Vonmhilo, Russia wis involved in war with Poland, begun Aprs25, 1920, in alliance with Potyurn, who sought to seize the Ukraine£ron the Bolsheviks, Tho Poles took Kiyov on lay 7, but the cityws retaken by the Bolsheviks on June 11. A month lator, theBolsheviks took Vilnyus, rnd in August threatened Yarsaw but wore. forced to retroat, The Polos had plunncd to exact a sceond BrosteLitovsk of Bolshevik Russia, and the Bolshoviks had drawn up plansto soviotize Poland, The preliminary Treaty of Rign on Octobor 12was followed by the dofinitive treaty on Nar, 18, 1921; Poland: retained considorable scctions of territory inhabited by Ukrainiansand Tite Russian,

The Red Amy drove tho "mite Russinn forces of Baron Roman vonUngorn-Stornberg out of Vongolia in January 1921, nnd on July é tho. Yongolian People's Revolutionary Government wae formed under Sovictprotection, Unable to force the Jnpanose out of Vladivostok and thoConstnl Province (the other forcign foreos had already cvacusted therogion), the Bolsheviks cstblished the Far Eastern Republic at Chita

=
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as a buffer state, This existed until Nov. 19, 1922, after the
Japanese had evacuated as a result of pressure of the United States
and Japnose promises mde at the Washington Conforsnce.

Thus, in the poriod of About four yoars after their seizure
of power, the Bolsheviks had weathered both the civil war and the
intervention, but hed failed in thoir offort to communize Russia.
In the midst of this strife, on Mars 2, 1919, they founded the

c Third International, also onlled Comintern, representative of all
Communist, partios and having the objective of encouraging World
revolution. Thus, a new phenomenon developed in international relaticas:
the quality of Soviet Russia as a stato and as a revolutionary move

: ment reaching ints other states but guided from the same center.
TheNewEconomic Policy (N.E.P.).

The interim of temporary retmant toward capitalism found productiemn
in industry ad agriculture approaching prowar lovels by the ond of
the period, The agrarian code and the land statute of 1922 confirmed
the possession of land acquired by peasants in the revolution on
the basis of horeditary lenses, but with restrictions en leasing

1nnds 2nd hiring labor, The ain was to develop the niddle peasants.A currency, chervonets, based on gold, ended the operation of the
printing prossos (1521), In 1923, the Union of Sovict Socialist
Republics, with an initia) fodorney of four republics, ws proclsdneds
to this, Up until 1928, twolve other republics, chiefly on the
periphery, wore added, The death of Lenin on Jan. 21, 1924, resulted
in a soridus conflict for power between Stalin and Trotsky. The
Latter took the stand tht the N.E.P. should bo ended and that the
World revolution should ba resolutely promoted to save the revolution
in Soviet Russia, Stalin argued that socinlisn could be achievedin 2 single stats and that Trobsky!s policy would Lond to foreign
intervention which might be disastrous. In October 1926, Stalin
succeeded in having Trotoky expelled, Along with the radiorl oppositionbloc, from the Politburo nnd from th party; on lay 26, 1927, ho

. had him banished to Alm-Ata, In 1929 Trotsky sought refuge abroad.
He was murdered in Mexico, Aug. 21, 1940.

In foreign affairs, Soviot Russia sought the recognition of
. foreign powers, and they, except for tho United States, accorded itat this tine, ‘The Treaty of Rapallo wis a basic Agreement withGermny, siened on Apr. 16, 1922, during the nbortive Genon Conference

called to create an cconomic basis for relations with Soviet Russia,By this tronty, Germany recognised Russia nd agreod to mutual Abendon=
. ment of reparations and debts. It was supplemented by a commercial

treaty in 1925 and by a further political agreement in 1926, as aTerction to the Locarno tronties, The close relations between the. tw countries also included co-operation in the production of wir
bm
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materials until the soning of the Nazi rogire in Germany in 1933,Soviet Russi participated in the Lausanne Conference, Novorbor 1922£0 July 1923, but only in regard to that part. of it which dealt withthe Turkish Straits question, Russia arsued for the closure of thestraits undor Turkdsh sovereignty nnd the closure, mare clasum, oftho Black Sen to warships of nonlittoral powors, but ws deforted,The straits wore demilitarized and their control intermtionnlizods
- In Yay 1923, while this agrearcnt wis boing negotiated, BritishForeign iinister Cruzon issued a virtunl ultimitun against Communistprepagundn, to which Soviet Russia forthwith ylolded, Recognitionby Great Britain's Labor govornmont followod; China ostablished‘ relations in 1924 and Japan in 1925. Voanwhile, in 1923, theCommunists had failed to create a revolution in Gormay, which wisrogarded as tho koy to Burope. In 1927 Chiang Kni-shok of Chinaexpelled tho Communists from the Kuomintang, thus preventing themfron seizing control of tho Chincse mtionni revolution and rovingtomrd what wis rogarded as a bid for domination of Asia and thoPacific, In the suo yoar Great Britain, ne woll as Chim, soveredrelations with the Soviet Union on charade of socrot rovolutionary26tivity by the Third Intornitional, Tho result of the ageressivepropiganda of the Third Internarional was tho ostablishmont ofgovornnents leaning towird the right in noarly all of the statesbordering on Russia. The dologatos of the Soviet Union, however, advocatedthe coexistence of Lhe-bmo social’ systemsat the International Economic. Conferonce at Genova, liay 4-23, 1927, and proposed-totel and Lnediate disarmament in the preparatory cornission on disarmament of the League of NationsNov, 30-Dec., 3, 1927.

Socinlist Reconstruction.
The victory of Stalin over Trotsky led to the ternimtion ofthe N.E.P, Soviet Russia had virtually recovered its prowar production,but faced the chance that capitalisn might triunph. The iden of asorlea of plans to transforn agricultural Russia into n sufficientlyindustrialized state to bo able to produce its own wir requirements* had boon under contemplation for some tino, This moant stross onhonvy, industry (producer goods) instead of ght industry (consumer£008). Tho first fiv-yoar plan wis inaugurated Oct, 1, 1928. Toprovide securely for food for the growing industrial oitiss, wd to. clinmte what the government ternod fexploltativer kulaks, colloctinvizntion and mechanization of fame was borun in tho swmeh of 1929,This program, which reached such oxtremes in the moxt your thab Stalinws compolled to moderato it, precipitated tho second agrarianrovolution, Tho first had occurred in 1917-1918 when privateomorship had been eliminated, but agriculture thoronfior had stillboon carried out on tho principle of individual foratigs The move$0 collootivizo farms rosulted in a great decline in Livestock, theponsants killing off ond cating what they had; in the porscoution

-
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- and banishment of the kulnks; and, in part nt lonst, in the severe
fomino of 1932-1933, Mth the seizure of Manchuria by Japan in 19312nd 1932, 2nd the coming to power of the lisais In Germany in Jonuney
and March 1933, the Russimns realized that critical times had arrivedetinns which sailed for shinges in internal wd forsien plier.
Purges 30d Ponce Efforts.

. Purgss ond trisls within the Communist Party followed fram 19330 1937. Those ruthlessly climinated any who did not follow the
Stlin poliey line, nnd the majority of the Old Bolshoviks disappeared.To goin vider support song th nonpsrty people, the now sonsthtution

¢ of Docy 5, 1936, was promulgated, A bicameral legislature (Supreme
Soviot) consisting of the Soviet of the Union and tre Soviet ofWatton itias ws ostablishad; 4¢ mas bused on wntvorstl, scoret.
suffrags on a territorial, not an occupational, basis, Gradually, aswar drow nearer, the Aggressive Communist propignidn diminished, indmationnl history and nationsl theres dn tho arts cnorgods ThePirposo wis to strengthen the megine for tho storm.

Manifest, + pertod of such vast reconstruction dn dndustry andagriculture Toqitrod & policy of pres for Swick Russin Te mo £0bs aveidod, if at 111 possible, sb that Russi could enteh up vith tho
enpitalist stats. Russia, Stalin had arguod in 1931, had alwys
been beaton in the past becuse of its backwardness, "Ve are 50 to300 yours bohind th, advinsed countries, ho had Seclarod. To must

" cover this distance in 10 years. Eithor we do this or they will
crush us." Japan's seizure of Manchuria had endangered Soviet Russia's
access to the Pacific via the Trans-Siberian Reilwny and the Amur River.Tho roc bo powor of tho Nrzks vid tho eireulition of tho FugimboreVemorandun nt the Tntormtions] Seononto Conforonso nt Londons dune
1933, in which Nazi Germany had asked for a mandate over Russia toend tho disorder in that country, sven though disawonid, hn 10d to= sertos of nonggrossion pacts botwocn Sovict Russin and iteholghbora, Polind, the Drltis st-tos, Caochoslovikia, and Femnta

. hnd cntered into such pacts early in 1934, In adcition, Russiaind ontored the Teague of Nations on Sopte 18, 1931, and has made“linncss with Franco (ny 2, 1935) nnd Caochosloviidn (inv 16)“for tho failure of Fronch eipiomey to neniove oo NNNNNNNNN  25X1X8
Tho Sovonth Gengross of the Third Intormtdeml, in the sumer

of 1935, had called fob e united front among anti-Nagi nationsaginst the groving asl dinger. Subjoct £0 Mwoldwnce of propg-nda
nnd to suppression of subversive international organizations ToyWitoh tho Third Tntornntdonn) wes meet), tho United Sires had

: recognized the Soviet Union as of Nove 17, 1933. The intention hadbien to strongthon tho Russian resition vith roforanco bo tho AggrossivePolicy of Japn, but tho United States! notion ma its influoncs on: Nazi Gormany as well, On liaveh 23, 1935, tho Soviet Union had boon

-
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- forcad, a3 on act of appeasement, to soll at a low price its share
of the Chinose Eebtera Railway and subsidiarics—ostonsibly to
¥anchukuo but nctuilly to Japwn. The danger that those two statos
night ally thomsclvos aginst Soviet Russin hnd gromn as a result
of the Germn-Japancse Anti-Conintern Pact, signed Nov. 25, 1936,
and adhered £0 the next yenr by Italy. Whilo ostensibly directed
agninst the Third Internstional, Sovict loaders hd seen in this the
germ of an nlldanco which would ultimately seck to destroy and partition

‘ the Soviet Union, ns well as other statoss
The retreat of the western democracies before Gernsny was

interpreted by the Soviet lenders as evidence in proof of thelr
¢ Assumption, on the fatal dismemberment of Czechoslovalda wes

consummated at the Munich Confersnoe on Septs 29, 1938, to which
Soviet Russia was not invited, the Sovict, governmont, protostod against
this and proccding instuncos of appenserents and called for collective
action, Also, while not required to aid Czechoslovakda by the
torns of 21liwnco with France and Czochoslovakia, boeauso Franco's
failure to act had made thom inoperative, the Soviot Udon offered
its assistance, which wis doclinad,
Forld Wor IT.

: In 1939 Nasi Germany sot about the dostruction of Gaschoslovakda
(arch 10-16), singled out Poland as the next victin, and annoxed
Yemol (Klaipeda), The westorn democracies, about to give up the

: policy of nppoasemsnt, began negotiations with the Soviet Union in
rogard to the latter's attitudo toward Germany, Thoy failed boceuse
Poland and the Baltic statos foarod Russian occupation, "nd probublo
annexation, more than Nzi German aggressions

Eitler outbid the western demooracios, and on Aug. 23, 1939,
Germany and the Sovict Union signed a pact in which thoy promised not
£0 attack oach other, cach to rorain noutral if tho other wns attacked,
and not to Join nny group directly or indirectly menacing the others

. This unleashed the Nami wir agninst Pelond on Soptanbor 1. Two
supplementary agroencnts dofined tho partition of the country botweon
the two powers nnd led bo the absorption of the Baltic states in
1940, Although tho pact disconcorted the policy of Japan, and gave

. Russia a breathing spree in rospoot to Germany, Russian foars of
Jpanese aback were not 12id aside until tho signing of the neutrality
pact with that country on Apr. 13, 1941s

Neanwhile, the relations with Germany, which Sovict Russia
nasisted groatly with nocossary war mtorinls, bogin to deteriorate
rapddly aftr Fronoe haa collapsed in June 1910, Although the full
details of Russo-Gormn relations re still to be published, it is

. evident, that the two powers could not agree on tho division of their
interests in the B'lkans “nd tho Near and Midilo East. The Tripartite

9
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: Hlinnce (Cermny, Italy, and Japan) of Sopt, 27, 1940, implied
Ruselals neutrality, in roturn for the promise of the participwnts
to leave each country's agreements with Russia in status quo It
also included A scorct oluuse that they would not conclude an ngroc=
ment with the Soviot Union contrary to the toms of the alliances hiloon one bund, this allianco led to the neutrality pet botmoon the
Soviet Union nd Japan, ns Already indicated, the increasing Fvalyy
between Germany =nd Russia centered around the domination of the

I Turkish Straits, control of which the Soviet negotiators demendeds
Thus German control of Romania (July 1941) and Bulgrrin (Merch 1941),
the destruction of Yugoslavia (April 1941), the Russiwn nmnoxation of
Bogsarabla and a part of Sucovina (June 29, 1940), nnd the Nolotov

¢ conversations in Berlin (Novambor 1940) were merely the indications of
successive moves in a strenuous end veiléd conflict in which the
Germans fimlly refused to accede to Russinn domnds bocwuse they
declared tiem to be exorbitant, On June 22, 1941, tho Germans nttacked
the Russians. Although the Sovist leaders had sought to avoid war
with elthor of the major Axis partners, they hnd failed, But they
had suceeoded in thelr othor objective! to fight on only one front
ata tino,

For the Soviet Union, the war unlenshed by the Nazis was a
i guble for the highost stakes survival, Trice the Gormna care

Within a hair's brendth of overrunning Russin—when thoir armies
ponctrated the suburbs of Moscow on Dec, 6, 1941, ~nd again when

. they alnost took Stalingrad in October 1942. They wore unable to
toke Leningrad. In each case the Russians, steoled by reaction to
an age-old enemy, held their lincs, Later, reinforced by Amorican
Lend-Lease aid they wore to turn tho tide against the Gormina on the
eastern Furopean front in a vast counteroffonsive whish, because of
the sacrificcs of the Russian pooplo and the ability of their stratoglsts,
vill long remndn arong the gront events of history.

"hon tho Russians signed the Joint declaration of the Allied
nations on Jan. 1, 1942, so far as it pertained only to ommany (since

. the 0.3.5.5. mo Bot at wa with Japan), thoy coraivtsd thenscives
£0 the forms of the Atlantic Charter of Aug. 14, 194L. Already,
through arrangomonts on Oct, 30 and Nove 4, 1941, the United States

. had extendod Lend-Lease aid bo Russia, and this ws regularized in
the ngrecmont of June 11, 1942. Heenvhile, a 20-vear Anglo-Soviet
allinnce was signed May 26, 19k2. Tt wns based on the Atlantic
Chrrter and on nn intornatioml organization yot to be created.
Treaties with Poland, July 30 and Doc 4, 1941, had annulled the
Sovict-Gormn agrecnints, but had loft the boundary botwoon the two
atatos unsottled, The troaty with Cacchoslovakin, July 18, 1941, ws
to load to outrizht allimnce on Doc. 12, 1943, The Third Intermtional
wis formlly dissolved in June 1943.

-10-
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. The first tripartite conference, the meeting of United States
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, British Foreign Secretary Anthony
Eden, and Soviet Foreign Affairs Comdssar olotov, in Foscow,
Oct. 19-30, 1943, initiated a series of conferences botwoon foreign
rinisters and heads of statess A sccond front in ester Europ
ws dofinitely agrood to and the nced of cstablishing nn intor—
national organization in lino with the principles of the Mlwntic
Charter was recognized. Declarations on policios for a democratic

- Italy and an independent Austrin were issued. Tho Conforonce of
Teheran, Nov. 26-30, 1943, attonded by Prasident Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Soviet Premier Stalin, and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
agreed on the timing of strategic blows against Gormany, cspocinlly

¢ of the western front offensive, nnd formlized their aims to banish
"the scournge of wer for mny generations.” Thus, by the ond of
1943, the bases of wir unity anong the great powers at war vith
Germiny had been achieved, Vennwhile, the Russians sustained staggering
Losses, evacuated millions of people and a great dorl of industry
£0 the eastward, and began 8 drive to vin the wr, Amnzing both
friends and focs, the Russians displayed a high morale based on a
Tovival of national traditions,

In 194 the Russians drove to the Vistula River in Poland,
forced Finland out of the war, ovorran Ronni and Hungary, and

: encircled Budnpost, while the Anglo-Anorican armics fought their
wy fron the Normandy bonches toward tho Rhino, The following spring
the Russians contiaued their drive to the gites of Rorlin, while tho

: western Allics overran Germany from the wos, ming juncturce with
$he Russians but observing o predetermined line marking the aren to
be loft for occupation by the Red Amy. After the ond of the war
in Germany in May 1945, tho Russians, timing their action in accordance
with an agroencnt made at the Conforenco of Yalta, Fob k-1l, 1945,
noved agrinst the Jipwnese in ¥anchurin. They bogan oporations on
August 8 after the Jopanose, dospito heavy reverses caused by the
mounting Aerican offensive’in the Pacific, had rofused to accopt
the Potedap Ultimatum (July 26) of unconditional surrender. The

. Jnpancse surrendered unconitionally on September 2, after the
Ametdean offensive hid reached its final destructive pek, and after
Russiz hod signod the Sino-Russitn Allinnce Treaty of hugist Li and
hn occupied much of Manchurin, northern Koren, southern Sakhalin

* Islnd, and the Kuril Islands.

At the necting of President Roosevelt, Princ Minister Churchill,
and Promfer Stalin at Yalta, in Fobrusry 1945, those heads of state
Ind agrecd to the sstablishment of conlitlon sovernnents in Poland,
Yugoslavia, Romnin, snd Bulgaria, which would be recognized by them

: on the busis of fre and unfotbercd clections. At the Pobsdrm
(Berlin) Conference of tho Big Thre (United States, Groat Britain,
and Russia) in July 1945, the Russinns wore given the right to remain

“n-
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- in occupation of the Kaliningrad (K¥nigsberg) aren, and this rightWs to be supported at the pence conference by tho other powers. The -Poles were provisionally allowed to occupy German territory bo theOder River, including Stettin (now Szozocin), subject to later decisions&% the pemce conference. The military zones of occupation androparation claims, subjoct to tho maintenance of German economicunity, were arrangeds The basis of Russian predominance in EasternGermany and the Balkans had been established,
’ Post-Torl4 liar II Pordod.

As outlined by Stalin in February 1946, the industrial atns of‘ the Soviet Union included a throofold increase of iron, steel, and oilproduction by 1960, as compared with 1940, This was to be accomplishedby continuing the serics of Five-Your Plaiss
Although production during 1950, the last year of the fourthFive-Year Plan, wis adversely affocted by the ocononic strain producedby tho wir in Zoren and the midsummer drought which throatened the£000 supply, official sources stated in 1951 that major assignuentshad been exceeded by a largo margin, According to firures released bytho Soviets, the over-all industrial output in 1950 exceeded that of1940 by 73 por cent. Production of forrous motala was up 45 por cont: above prowr figurcs; coal production was up 57 porceent; oil productionWas up 22 per cent; and the production of electric power was up 87. por sent. fy 1950, machine bullding had incroased 2.3 tines abovehe 1940 level, “The national incons, in toms of Meomparable prices,”ns rerorted to hve increased fh por cent over 1940, and the fivesuccessive sets of price reductions (three of thom between 1947 and

1950) represented a considerable inorease in real wages, The sixthprice reduction, announced in April 1953, after the death of Stalin,covered virtually all foodstuffs and manufactured goods of generalconsumption.

“hile these figures announced in 1951 by Lavrenti Pu Borin,- Minister of Internal Affairs, could not be checked, they apparentlyshowed an dnereasc in the Yoluno of production. However, althoughthe Soviet Union appenred to be on its wy to achieving, by 1960. or 1965, the industrial gorls Stalin had set up in 1946, this achievement would bring Soviet production only to tho point reached by theU.S. in 1930,

though some doubts were expressed, after the original snouncommont in 1949, the consensus was that the U.S.S.R. had succeeded in. detonating an atomic bomb.
Foreien Rolntions. Having refused any modification of the votopover In the United Nations, the Soviot Union consistently employed the

2e
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’ veto to block decisions which it regarded unfavorably. Outside theU.N, after rejecting the Narshall Plan for United States sconcmdsassistance toward European recovery at the Pards confersnce in July1947, the Soviet Union organized her satellites into a bloo known asthe Condnforn. Thus the gracual formation of plans for a commonEuropean defense was balked, and the U.S. attempt to work out an alleEuropean solution to the problem of economic recovery had been blockedsAlthough’the Czechoslovakian cabinet had uhaninously acccptodv participition in the Marshall Plan it withdrew its acceptance uponproseurc from the U,S.S.R., and as a result treaties, for the exchangeof goods wore signed between the two countrtos,
‘ By 1948, Russia had concluded military alliences and had asell virtually exclusive coonomic and commerical relations witnYugoslavie, Foland, Finland, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria; butTitols regine so displeased the Kremiin that Yugoslavia ws harshly: rebuked by the Coninform, and in 1949 Russia denounced her militarytreaty with Yugoslavia, In tho samo year the U.S.3.R. recognizedthe Chinese Communists as the legal governuent of China ond, in1950, the Oommunist-led Vict Minh rogine in Indochina, The war inKorea increased existing tensions in the Far East, and the trucetalks, begun in 1951, bogged dom repeatedly.

: Soviet foreign polley both in Europe and in Asia created strongopposition on the part of Great Britain and the United States and lod. those countries, step by step, to apolicy of firmoss wth theSoviet Union, The touchy Iranian situtation, put before the UnitedNations in 1946, had beon handled by that body's forcing theovacuation of Russian troops fron Iran after an oil agroezent wisconcluded botween the two countries. Tho land blockade of west,Berlin, confucted by Sovict troops in 1948 and 1949, was finallybroken by the Berlin ALrlift, a triumph of western air transportpower,

“hile East-lost relationshivs continuad to dotoriorate, the+ Contnforn "peace movement, undeninbly appealing to sone warwoary
Europeans, got undor way. The first World Peace Conference (Stockholm19500ndopts. the Skookaeln Resosmtoner an attenph to scuttle the‘ majority United Nations plan for control of atomic energy. This‘ ms followed by other meetings and periodto calls for top-levelperce conforences (which, when held, proved fruitless).  Simulta-neously with this use of peice propagnda, the Sovicts repertedlyrefused to put the dsnmanent question wider an internationalauthority where the veto could not bo exorcised, Effective propagandause wis also made of the liberation of colominl lands, plaving onthe new nationalien of Asia and Africa, During the last months ofStalints 1ifo the Soviet Union clssexinated Minto dnerica® propaganda: ono hitherbo-armatehed scale,
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FIED: neupst
: The 19th Congress of the Communist Party was held in Octobertoga, Ee Evins Snetonsd rien 5 Pee etonyEins oF Do meee of to oven BorLAFUERTE Re
J

I—- of the Soviet Union, and Secretary General of the Communist Party of
the UiS.S.R., on Mar. 5, 1953, Georgy Ma Malenkov was appointed
Chairman of the Cobacil of Ministers (premier) to succeed him. TheJR yecaper Seip necnati
Marshal Bulganin, A drastic reduction in the membership of theFret of on Seite oh Fortes coat teTrevis ostoton, me stints ro, ot sree Fem memosEm, anton ee Te 18 obs 0 Tobe,

So far as relations with the outside world wae concerned, varioussendy TnSURE, Tk te tek pond vm geomet;
stepped up, the Soviots calling for Big Four talks on Germany; thoySoom ST SS ST SE To le Sem ey
Nations; they gave eight U.S. press and radio representatives per—Co Em i Eels entire melin samme Wa eeiona on ch emai 2 fon
prisoners of war, which wns accomplished shortly thereafter. TheCo RIDEInesytemter,
Apparently abandoned, From virulent attacks on the "canitalistEeSi sire Soma oneA so Hemae for To ime Bo Tonle nn Brest Ch the,Enemetotson hh moh seeks “or mR Be cn,RE Mah

ae
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