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Scplcmbm* 10,
dation, 1t 1s the Governmment's hope that the
good afices of the Commissioner will con-
iinue to be weed as required to facilltale
geltlcments af v11 kind

The Government views this claims poliey
fir the context of other policies intended and
desivned to remove the sense of grievance
and injustice whieh impades the relation-
ships of the Indian nml 1ttt peoples with
the povernments concerncd and with their
fellow Canadians.

THE TRUTH ABOUT DAN MITRIONE

My, BAYH. Mr. President, the Sentem-
ber 9, 1973 issue of the Indianapoils Stoar
carried a tremendously imvortant article
by Dr. Brnest W. Lefever concerning the
vicious distortions and outright lies in a
currcntly popular flm purporting to de-
pict the cvents surrounding the assassi-

nation of a great American, the late Dan
Mitrione.

Dr, Lefever, a dislinguished seholar on
the stall of one of our most prestigious
research institutions, the Drookings In-
stitution, dgemonstrates with preeise de-
tail that the film, “State of Siege,” far
from being o factual accouns of the strug-
gle of heroic Latin American revolution-
aries against U.S. imperialism, is a
shameless and coldblooded picce of far-
left propaganda, In this connection, Mr.
President, it is worthh noting that the
“heroes” of the film, the Uruguayan rev-
olutionaries called Tunanmaros, have heen
denounced hy the Uruzuayan Communist
“insane Tfanaties” and by Mos-
cow's leaders as “loudmouthed thugs” us-
ing “gangsler tacties.” So we are nob deal-
ing here with {raditional Communist
prepaganda but with that species of left~
ist fanaticism represented by the mur-
derous “Dlack Seprember” movement as
well as by the Tupamaros.

The most savage of the distortions in
“State of Sieze” is the portrayal of Dan
Mitrione as, in Dr, Lefcver's words:

A ruihless, calculating, deceitful man . ..
& CIA supcragent wiliinzly sorving U8, po-
1itical and financial interests by installing
reactionary, repressive, semi-faseist regimes
in Lalin America.

In factl, however, Dan Mitrione was a
deeply respected, much loved resident of
Richmond, Ind,, who joined the Agency
for Inlcrnational Development after o
distinguished carcer as a police olileer,
yising from patrolman to chief in just
11 years. The father of nine children, a
devoted family man and chuwrch member,
he was aclive in a wide variety of Rich-
mond charvitable and social service ac-

tivitics. A collcaguce of his (Lu' mf* his ATD
service has desceribed him as unusually
compassionate. 1le was co 1wsiderate.

Trulality was foreien to his nature. 'fhe
Uruguayans who got to 1'1‘0\\' him held
him in affection and respect.”

And yeb this film, which explicitly
clains Lo be factual, shows Lhe character
based on IDan klitrione as an instructor
and advocale oL torture, a conscienccless
agent of Tascist-sivle repression, the in-
stigator of 1:zm.xmf: acts of torror
apainst people strucgiing Lo bhe free,

The real Dan Mitrione was nol only
wholly different as a human beinm, his
job in Urnsuay was the parsectly lepiti-
mate one ol helping Lo train local poaee
ofliclals In advanced technigues of ad-

N Ol«<-r [ RN

JAL RECORD —

ministration aud crime dct(‘ct.ion. And it
in worth reminding ourselves, M. Pres-
ident, that the Urusuay o which be
served was the model democracy of Latin
America, a free and open soeiety chor-
neterized by genuinely demwocratic politi-
cal institutions and extensive social wel-
{arc programs, In addilion, Uruguay was
a4 staunch supporter in the Uniled Na-
tions and the Organization of Amcrican
States of U.S. policies, and therefore no
American policymaker in his right mind
would have thousht it desirable, much
less have attempled, to replace the ex-
i=ting govermment with a Fascist-type
dictatorship-—ihis being one of the prin-
pal reasons, accarding to the film, for
Aitrione’s presence in Jgruguay.

The fully documented article by Dr.
Lefever delails a greal number of other
adistortions and lies in this self-bro-
claimed factual film, e concludes that:

“gtate of Siege” Is in fact & cynical propa~
ganda tract masquerading as a documensary.

That is, perbaps, the kindest way to
put it. It is an unspeakable slur on the
memory of a good and decent man, and
it is [rom heginning to end a vile calumny
on the policies and purposes of the United
Siates. One does not have to be an un-
questioning supporter of every one of this
Nation’s foreien policics to label as a vi-
cious lie the claim that we are sending
Americans around the world to teach tor-
ture and bring down democratically
clected governments,

1 do not want to be understood, Mr,
].’rssident, as denving any filmmalker the

jght to make and exhibit any polifical
1)1 opa;:'mda Ye wishes. If somcone wants
to put together a movie purporting to
show that Adolf Hitler was a (rue and
beautiful humanitarian and that nazism
was dedicated to thie hizbest ideals of
wWestern civilization, we should not deny
him a licencse. Bul those who view this
film ought not to suppose that what they
are secing is a serupulously accurate doc-
umentary, o genuine contribution to his-
tory.

That, unforfunately, is the widely dis-
seminated notion about “State of Sicge.”
Iis director, Mr. Costuas- Cmvms. knows
exaclly what bie is doing; too many of
those who reviewed the film and recom-
mended it to the American public do not.

So to the extent that Dr. Lefcver’s
article can serve as a vitally needed corv-
rective to the brutal dishonesty of “State
of Siere,” it deserves the widest possible
(1‘)"{11C‘-Y. 1. iherefore, ask unanimous
consent that it be reprinted in its cn-
firety in the Iiecono,

There being no ehjection, the article
wag ordercd to be printed in the Rucounn,
ns follows:

THE TRUTID Anour DAy AITRIONE
(By Frnest W, Lelfever)
wWashington-—At 4:15 a.m,, Maonday, Aug.
10, 1970, the body of a stocky, unshaven
nh-vear-old man was found fn the hack sead
of o stalen Duick convertible parked on Callo
Toaweas Moreno at Mantevideo, Urtimuay,

Blood was dripping throush the thorboards
and running toward the curb, e bad been
ehot twice in tho head aud twice In the
body, s cves were bandaged, His lefe arm=
it bore deep brinses cloe {o & hall~healed
punshol wound, Hhs inner anns were pitted
Ly 16 needle-punctures,

93z 19t murder--and fifth kidnap--vic«
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tim of the Tupamaro terroists was Dan A,
Mitrione, former poltce chief of Richmond,
Ind., devoted Catholic futher of nine who
was a U.S, publle safety adviser in Uruguay.

Kidnaped 11 days earlier. Mitrione had
been “tricd” by a Tupamaro “peoples court”
and accused of being a CIA or I-BI agent,
of teaching Uruguayan police advanced tor«
ture techniques and of organizing a cain-
palgn of repression against “revolutionary’
leaders. I'or these "cxmw 3" he had been cons
demuned to death,

Three years later, Mitrione's good name has
been besmirched and his family anguished
by a viciously anti-American Liln designed
to malign him and what he stood for, and
“prove” that the Tupamaros who killed
him were justified.

“State of Siege” was authorized by two
apostles of Kurepe's intellectual left—--Con-
stantin Gavras (who now calls himself “Cos-
ta-Gavras'), a craggy-faced film director of
Russian-Cireek parentage, and Franco So-
linas, gifted Italian Communist scriptwriter.

It reportedly was bankrolled by Donald 8.
Rugoit, Madison Avenue film distributor, who
has a taste for radical thewes zmci whose
wife plays a role in “State of Sicge.’

Costa~Gavras, the “litchcock of the left,”
Jhag spared little effort in his atlempt to con-
vince Anerican crities and the world that his
film is & factually exact account of the life,
kidnaping and death of Mitrione,

“The events in this film actually took
place in a South American country,” says
the opening line, followed by a close-up of &
lizht green Cadillac with a Montevideo 1i~
cense plate.

“State of Siege,” like Costa-Gavras’s pre-
vious box-office hit, “2Z" (which Rugofl also
reportedly underwrote to the tune of
$0600,000), makes use of a documentary for-
matb., Costa-Gavras and Solinas (who wrole
“Battle of Algiers”) intended it to be dra-
matic journalism, accepted as fact, not
fiction.

This claim that “State of Siege' Is factual,
at least in cssentials, has beew accepted ab
or near face value by many American re-
viewers. A few took the opposite view but
most eritics never faced the issue directly.

This mived reception raises Lwo questions:

Is “State of Cicge” an honest documentary,
a fictional thriller, an anti-U.S. propaganda

tract, or a combination?
Will it exert, as critics who praised it
have suggested, a constructive impact on

Washington's policy toward Latin America by
shocking U.S. e¢itizens into awareness of
“torture and repression” that the Agency for
International Development (AID) allegedly
carrics out their name?

These questions can be answered only by
comparing the {ilm with the facts-—the flash-
ine, disjointed, confusing images of “"State of
Sicye” with a atraightforward march of events
that Jed to the murder of Alitrioune.

Uraguay in 1970 was, 1o begin with, any-
{thing but the reactionary police state pic-
tured by Costa-Gavras and Solinas. On the
contrary, it was one of the most democratic
and open socteties in the world. Its president
and parliament were popularly elecied.

The most hotorious groupd was the Tapa-
mare Liberation Front, a small paramilitary
terrorist oreanization dating from 1962, sim-
ilar 1o the Weathermen in America and the
Black Sepicmber killers in the Midwest, In
1970, there were fewer than n thousanda 'upa-
mares, with about 150 in prison or awaiting
irial, Their soclal Foals were no. clear, but
they seemed 10 seck a revolutionary order a
In Castiro or Atao, .

The dav atier Mitrlone's marder, 8 Uru-
guayan Communist Jeader denounced  the
Tupamaros ns o Vinsane fanatwes” In 1971,
Aoscow called them “pucudo revolutionaries’
and “loud-mouthed thuge” usigg “ganpster
tactics.”

Through luterrezation, flashback,
and published “docwnents,”
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