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In early January PAK Hon-yong, the North Korean Foreign Minister and the top
South Korean Communist in the XKIM Il-song government, and HONG Myong-hi Gz - )
Minister without Portfolio, were relieved of their poste as Vice-Premiers. PAK

is still Foreign Minister but HONG-was relieved of all cabinet responsibility,
though he retains his position.in the Demoeratic Front for Unification of the
Fatherland. This makes HO Ka-i the sole Vice~Premier in the North Korean

govermment.,

The backgrourd of these changu is as follows:

a. PAK and HONG were appointed Vice-Premiers by KIM Il-stng to demonstrate his
desire to have South Korean Labor Party (SKLP) leaders in his government,
and to conceal from them and the nationalist Cormunists in North Korea the

fact that he is being directed by the Soviets,

PAK was trained in the Soviet Union and actively fought the Japanese in Korea.
He 1s more popular with the Koreans than KIM Il-song but he is unable to
challenge KIM for party leadership because he lacks Soviet backing., Nevertheles
PAK attempted to gain political and military power with the support of t.ha

following:
CH'OB Yong-tal (7 Vi ), fomer Minister of Justice under the interim
North Korean Pecples Committee (NKPC),.

YI Keng-kuk (3 & A ), former Chief of Foreign Affairs Bureau and
member of NKPC,

HONG Nam-pyo { 3% 7 #I ), tormer professor of Sevul University.l

Y1 SSng-ydp, leader or guerrillas 1n Kores,
KIM Won-pong (£ 7 /% ), former Chairman of the People's Progressive
Party 1n the ROK,.2

HO Stng-t'aek, former North Korean Minister of Labor,3

The Nort.h Korean government overestimated the SKLP potential when they invaded
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the ROK because PAK Hbn~yong advised KIM Ilesong that the SKLP could control
South Korea when the North Koresns took Secul, PAK planned to overthrow the
RHER government the moment Seoul foll to the Commnists, PAK was able to
ucm‘ﬁhonntainthoumedtmnmdiufheﬂcﬁh&mmocmﬁmwho‘
operating in South Kores, When the Chinese Communists entered ths conflict,
PAK gpproached the pro«Chiness Coammunist clique in North Korea with similar

s.‘wagnxang-m.mmong,mmvonw@-uw.mmm
’tmuummmmmmtmcymmmrnm:ormm-
Chiness Communist generals, CH'OE Ydnge-kon and KIM Mu-ching, PAK played a
dmm.ham.mwwhum'smwnm-m (=i0),
Wicholal CRYOE, PAEK Nameun and Gi'OE Wén-pil, all Ommmmnist intellectuals,
who attampted to influence the Soviet ambassador,

d. KD Ilestng was assured of the sclid support of the Soviet Union, however, and '
begen clsaning out the pro-Chinese Communist officials in the government and
arny, relieving KIM Muchdng and Ci'OE Tdhg-kon of their high positions,l

KIM Il-séng plans, in the event of a Korean armistice, to rid the North Korean
govermment of South Koresn Communists and nationaliste by sending them to the
Roxwithloyalxmn-mgm'toinﬁltmtemwﬁonpaﬂhu. KIM believes
the ROX government would eventually execute or jail these returning leaders, The
Northxoroanmrmsntwnldthuagdnfamﬂthﬂucmmim’hﬂumxm
eliminate the South Korean Labor Party leaders similtensously. What the North
Kmmntfmsmstiimmommmmmxwmm.dm
splitbomtheuomxmmgwemntmd South Koresn Labor Party and
ﬂmtthcymlrofuaetocoapenta.mtxmn will tske this chance and
l]x.opos that the ROK govermment will be blemed for the iimination of the SKLP
aders, .

1. | !cmaut. SKLP leader and Vioe=Chairman of the Presidium, Supreme Korean

[ l_seg:bly,
2, to Fled to North Korea in 1949 and becane head of the National
on stry in 1950, , .
25X1
Comment., | £
~POng ! ot Korea In 1947T. | . 25X1
SITRER-

Approved For Release 2006/03/01 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010200180004-9



