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those who had no business being there.

Sources sald the only unauthorized set of prints the police found belonged to
Regis . Blahut, a CIA liaison officer who had been detailed to assist the

conalites with the CIA records Lt needed for Its investigations.
“His fingerprints were all over the place, one source reported. “On the

photos, inside the safe, and on all sorts of different packages.”
Particularly telling, another source indicated, as the fact that sose of the

prints were found on autopsy photas themselves rather than the plastic sleeves
fin'which they hag been encased.

The episode reportedly produced a great wave of anxiety within the CIA, Which
has been claiming for several years that it has learned its lessons and that its
domestic spying and aisdeeds are a relic of the past. in any case, the agencyLaunched an intensive internal investigation, including polygraph sxaminations
of ‘Blahut and perhaps a nusber of his superiors.

In a brief telephone interview with The Washington Post, Blahut denied any
urongtoing, He acknowledges tat is fingerprints nag been fours on tre
Gocuments in question, but insisted that thers was an innocent explanation. Herefused, however, to Say What that was.

“There's other things that are involved that are detrisental to other
things.” he sald. Asked What he meant by that, he refused to elaborate.

“I signed an oath of secrecy [with the CIAL," he said. *I camot discuss it
any further.”

Sources quoted Blakey, Who as kept informed of the CIA's in-house inquiry,
as having stated on several occasions that Elahut had been given three polygraphExaminations in all and that he had failed them in Lsportant respects.

“He dened he 0id it, and he flunked that,” one source said. “They also
asked him whether anyone ordered his to do it. He said no one, and he flunked
hates

Blanut, who s2id he worked for that CIA office of security, insisted that he
nag cone through the tests with his credibility unblesished.

“I've alreasly defended myself to ay employers,” he said when he asked about
the incident. "As far as I'n concerned, that's all cleared up."

Blakey, who has been working on the now soribund Assassination Comittee’
Final report in recent weeks, refused to coment. Sources said he seized on the
incident 1ast year and used it as leverage to get the CIA to cough up a numberof docusents 11 had been holding tack fron the committee. Some of the records
reportedly pertained to Lee Harvey Oswald's visit to Mexico City in Septesber
i963.

“There was a narked inprovesent,” one forser staffer recalled. ALL of a
sudden, they were giving us everything we wanted. Blakey kept saying he santed
£0 ga $1ow, to let" then (the CIAI conduct the investigation . » - But 1 thinkhe'd have fo admit we wanted better cooperation.
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Asked one question after another about the incident, including the

identification of the CIA officer's fingerprints, Blakéy kept saying: I won'tdiscuss the matter.” Asked Lf he would deny It, he said, No."
Host mewbers of the House committee apparently were kept in the dark. Even

the chairwan of the subcossittee that investigated the Kennedy assassination,
Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.), said he was unaware of it When queried by areporter. Later, after checking with Chairaan Louis Stokes (D-Onio), Preyerdeclined to comment beyond saying:

“Blakey and Lou (Stokes) were handling the CIA stuff. I don't have my nose
out of Joint about it. Talk to Lou.”

Stokes declined to talk. “The matter was terainated,” he said. “There's no
need for me to consent.”

It kas not clear what other CIA officials wight have been given polygraph
tests before the inquiry was dropped although sources said that one of Elanut's
superiors, Scott Breckinridge of the CIA inspector general's office, had beenexpected fo be given ane. There were also reports that CIA Deputy DirectorFrank Carlucci had Offered in a magnanisous way to take one.

Breckinridge is a veteran CIA oficial who served as the agency's chief
Liaison officer with the Senate Intelligence Committee during its 1975-56
investigations of the intelligence community. He also wrote the top-secret CIAinspector general's report in 1967 on CIA assassination plots against CubanPremier Fidel Castro.

Breckinridge retired recently. He could not be reached for coment. CIA
spokeswan Hetu said his retirement had nothing to do with the rumaging of theHause comaittee's safe.

As for Carlucc, Hutu told a reporter, "He doesn't reseaber having said what
you said he said.”
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