
A 



  



LLL

* Wealso reviewed appellate authority decisions that overturned denialsofreligious
accommodation requests. Someofthe appellate decisions included documentation that
demonstrated a greater consideration of facts and circumstances involved in a request.

«Additionally, the volume and rate at which decisions were made to deny requests is
concerning. The appeal authoritiesofthe Services we reviewed indicated that an average of
50denials per day were processedover a 90-day period. Assuminga 10-hour work day with
no breaks or attention to other matters, the average review period was about 12 minutes for
ach package. Such a review period seems insufficient to process each request in an
individualized mannerand sill perform the duties requiredoftheir position.

= We bring this to your attention for any action you deem appropriate to ensure that published
guidance, including DoD Instruction 1300.17, “Religious Liberty in the Military Services,”
are followed when acting on requests for religious exemption from coronavirus discase-2019
(COVID-19) vaccination requirements. We will make available to the DoD General Counsel
the complaints received by the Hotline that support our comments.

«Finally, we want to remind you of our recently announced AuditofMilitary Departments’
Processingof Coronavirus Discase-2019 Vaccination Exemptionsand Disciplinary Actions
forActive Duty Service Members (Project No. D2022-D000AW-0081.000). The objective
ofthis audit is to determine whether the Military Departments are processing exemption
requestsfortheCOVID-19 vaccination and taking disciplinary actions for active duty Service
‘membersinaccordancewith FederalandDoDguidance.

«If you have any questions, please contact me at 703-604-8300 or Marguerite Garrison,
Deputy Inspector General for Administrative Investigations at 703-604-8500, or

‘marguerite garrison@dodig.mil. Ifyou wish to discuss the specificsof the ongoing audit,
please contact Brett Mansfield, Deputy Inspector General for Audit at 703-604-8900, or

brettmansfield@dodig.mil.
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