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The Central Intelligence Agency
began receiving reports in 1971 that Dr.
Joset Mengele, the Nazi war criminal,
was heavily involved with partners in
illegal narcotics trafficking in Para-
guay, according to declassified Gov-
emment documents.

The documents, provided in censored
form by the C.1.A.for a Senate inquiry,

indicate that agency officials in Para-
guay gave credence to the reports and
forwarded them to headquarters in
Washington, which, in turn, queried
other Federal investigative agencies
on the matter as recently as 1979.
The partially blacked-out documents
4o not establish the truth of the reports,
and leave many questions unanswered
about Dr. Mengele, who was chief doc-
tor at the Auschwitz death camp,
where millions perished. Among these
questions are to what extent the infor-
mation was pursued in the search for
one of Nazi Germany’s most notorious
fugitives. .
‘No Ope Pursued This’ .
“They just let the information bang
there,” said Senator Alfonses M.
D’Amato, Republican of the New York.
“No one pursued this.” Senator
D'Amato obtained the documents in
conjunction with Senator Arlen Spec-
ter, Republican of Pennsylvania. The
two Senators-said they would discuss
the documents at a news conference set
for today in Washington. . «
A spokesman for the C.LA. in Wash-
ington said late yesterday that the-in-
formation about Dr. Mengele was-dis-
seminated ‘‘as appropriate” to other
Government agencies, including the

State and Defense Departments, the! .

Customs Service and the
The

" she could not discuss whether or not the

information was- forwarded to other
governments, such as West Germany,
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' in addition to rewards pledged earlier

which has an outstanding warrant for

Dr. Mengele's arrest.

. Further Information Sought * .
- The documents, which were obtained
by The New York Times, offer these:
new accounts, among others: :

9The C.I.A.’s Strategic Narcotics'
'Team approached other Federal agen-
cies in 197 for further information on

" ‘reports of drug tratficking by Dr. Men-
- NGMmh&wmb:ﬂdeM

the téam had submitted for publication’
in the International Narcotics Review.
The article was later withdrawn and
could not be immediately located by
the agency, .according to Senmators
D I o debriefing
. . of a source
who interviewed Nazis in Paraguay
mucedm!ormummnbr.h::gele
undergone piastic surgery
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that Yotal $375,000,
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guay: He has been sought for extradi-
tion by West Germany since 1962, ac-
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cbrdlngmmofmc.l.&documents.
The West Germans aiso have a war-

The first of the newly released C.LA.°
documents is a cable dated July 12, |
1972, from the Asuncién station to head- |
quarters. The cable reports that a
‘“petty criminal” hid out at a farm near
the town of which is 185
miles southeast of Asuncién. The farm,

: doctor. It quoted a report that Dr. Men-

“enjoys the protection” of Presi-
% m Stroessner. i

A second cable to headquarters a few
weeks later confirmed that this was in-
-deed the Nazi fugitive and said he lived
[ in a villa northeast of Asuncién, about
30 miles from the Brazilian border and
worked as an auto mechanic.

. . Request for Information

In 1979, the documents show, the
C.1.A.’s special assistant for coordina-
tion of & narcotics information
asked offi of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and the Customs

Service for any information they might
- bave on trafficking by Dr. Men-
gele. The C.1.A. also suggested that the
business owned by Dr. Mengele’s fami-
:g,nGmntarm manu.-
| facturing company with offices in
South America, ‘“could serve as a
mechanism to move or launder large
sums of money, as well as to cover the
movement of illicit narcotics.”

! The documents show that the
Enforcement

their records showed no information
about Dr. Mengele. - o
- Senators Specter and D’Amato said
that they were not satisfied about the

4

y eager to the C.I.A. art- "
,cleondrugmmwh':thntmcitedin;
i the documents.

*] think they'll find it,” he said of the
| C.LA. “We'll get it.”
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