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1iir SOVERNHENT STRUCTURE OF THE USSR

The rormal basis of the Government structure of the USSR is the "Coustitution of
the USSR, approved by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on 5 Dec 36, This dsy

wags declared a netional holiday by the Govermment and is known as the "Day of the
Stalin Constitution.”

THE USSR SUPREME SQVIET

The highest governing body in the USSR is the USSR Supreme Soviet, elected for
four year terms from among citizens with a minimum age of 23 and a right to vote,
The USSR Supreme Soviet corsists of two Chambers:

(a) Soviet of the Union which is elected by all the voters in slsction
okrugs, with one delegate chosen for every 320,000 population,

(®) Soviet of Matiomalities Which is elected in the following mammer:
(1) 25 delepates from each Union Republis
{n
{2
(2

(4) One delegate from each Natiomal Okrug
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5. The mumber of delegates in the Soviet of the Union usually fluctustes within the
limits of about 680 persons, while the mumber of delegates in the Soviet of
"Nationalities usually varies within the limits of sbout 860 persons,

4, Formally, all decisions of the Suprems Soviet must have the approval of both .
Chambers. In the event of a disagreement between the Chsmbers, the question 1a
referred for settlement to a Concilistion Commission composed of members of both.
Chembers in equal mmbers. In the evemt that the Comociliaticn Commission fails .
to arrive at an agreement, or if its deoision fails toc satisfy cne of the Chambers, .
the question is again examined by both Chembers.. In the evemt the two Chambers '
‘again camot agree on a desisior, the Presidiuam of the UBSR Suprems Soviet dissolves
'the USSR Supreme Soviet and orders new eleotions, RS : PR

5. The SR Supreme Sovist 1s & legislative organ whioh forns and controls all higher
“organs of administration ard justice, and carries out supervision over adherence
o  the' iaw, ) '

6« The powers of -the USSR Supreme Sovi‘gf are as follows:
(a) 'Proclaims the lews d‘tb USSR;3

(b) Elects the Prosidium of the USSR Suprems Soviet, which is the oollegiste
(oo}l..ot}") prgli;dont .o,:,mﬁ” _00“9’}‘,,, PR ..“..c.‘;...‘..-’ e it et

(¢) Forms the USSR Govermment, the USSR Council of lil!.lﬂl'l;’
(d) Elects the USSR Supreme Court;
{e) Appoints the USSR Frosmeulor~Gemsral;

(£) Exeroises control over the wrgam of powsr, which comsist of the right
of the deputies to address questions to the Gevermment, - to appoint
committees of investigation and audit, and to remove all offisials of
the Government; .

(g) Exercises all other funotions of the highest Btate power, ie, ratifies
the most important treaties with foreiga pewers, declares a state of war,
eto;

(n) Imtroduces smndments to the Comstitution of the USSR by a two-thirds
maiority wote in eash Chamber.

(1) Each Chamber establishes the condwot of its business, eleots its
organs, etce

7. The Supreme Soviet of the USSR convenss for sessions twice a year at the summons of
ths Presidium of the Suprems Soviet. Bxtresrdimary sessiems may be cewrened by
the Presidivm of the Suprems Scviet of the USSR at its diseretiem or oa e domamd
of o3 of the Union Republics, The sessioms of both Chembers begis amd terninate
simltaneourly.

8. Each Clamber establishes ths condwot of its business. Upem desision of both Chasbers,
they may hold joint sessiors which are presided over altermtely by the Presiding
Officers of the Chasbers elected by the members of cash Chember,

9. Tlootioms of the Presidium of the Suprems Soviet of the USSR, tae Ceumeil of
Ministers of the USSR, and the eppoimtment of the Prosesutor-Gemsral of the L
take pisce at a joint session of both Chambers,

10, Hach Chasber eleots its Cheirwsm amd wwo Jeputy Chsirmea; & Sredemtials Cammlssica,
=hich Teralias thc Tmlidity of the eredentiale of deputies: a Cemmitins fer drafting

tills, the duty of which cansists iz a prelinimery study smd preperstien of "lis;

» Budget Cemmittee, and a Foreiga Affairs Committes. Ia additicn, eath Camber my

also elect temporary editorial eammissions for individwal Bills, The rizké .

initiate legisiatioca belongs to both Chasbers im the rersems of deputies; ¥ o

Committses of both Chazbers, to the Presitium of tis Swpreus Seviet of ihe WRR,

and to the Couneil of Ministers of the WIR. ‘ '
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THE 'PRESIDIWM OF THE SUPRIME SOVIET OF THE USSk

1l. At its first session after elsctions, the Supreme Soviet ‘of the USSR elests &
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, which remains in power until a newly
oleoted Suprems Soviet of the USSR elects & new residium of the Suprems Soviet
of the USSR, The Fresidium of the Suprems Soviet of tae USSR consists of:

(a) Chairman;
(v) Deputy C‘lul.m‘n, whose number equals the number of Union Republics;
(o) Secretary;
(d) Fiftesn members of the Presidium.
12, The Fresidium of the Suprems Soviet of the USSR:

(a) 1Is acocuntsble to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and carries full
responsibility for the legality and expediency of its motivities,
Every member of the Presidium is at all times subject to dismissal by
the Supreme Soviet of the US:R.. ‘ o ’ '

(b) Is the collegiate [o'olloctivj “resident of the country.

(¢) Consists of paople's representatives, members of both Chambers of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, with a provision ensuring the represenmtation
of all Union Republics, large futonomous Republics, krais, and ocblasts,

(4} Hes no veto power over decisions of the Supreme Boviet of the USSR and
has no avidority to dissolve the Supreme Soviet of the USSR oxcept in !
the sinzle instance desorided in the foregoing seotion on the funotioms
\ of tho Conciliation Commission,

i3+  The Fresidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR is an organ of govermsn: within
the system of the Supreme Hoviet of the UNSR which functions permnently and
exercises the highest power under the control of the Suprems Soviet, The Presidium
of the upreme Soviet of the USSR is endowed with the following powers:

(a) In the field of foreign relations, it appoints and recalls politicd
representatives of the USUR, receives letters of agoreditation amd
reoall of foreign diplomatie representatives, ratifies and dencunces
treaties, In the intervals between the sessions of the Seprems Cowrt
of the US.R, it proclaime a state of war, orders partial or gemeral
mobilization, proclaims martial lew, appelats and removes tis high
command of the Armed Forces of the country,

(b) In the conduct of buriness of 4he Suprems Soviet of the UBIR, it orders ‘
eleations, convenes reguler and oxtraordizmary sessions of tis Suprems
Counoil, signs laws in the persom of the Chairmem and Sesretary of the
‘resiiium of the Supreme Cowmeil of the USSR, dissolves the Suprems
Soviet in the case specified above, In the imtervals betweea the
sessions of the Supreme Soviet, it grants 1ts eomsent o the preseem-
tion or arrest of a deputy of the Suprems Soviet of the UBER and, likewise,
to the cvaduct of a referendum.

(c¢) 1In the oo trol over executive amd sduinistrative bodies, it exercises
control over the actions of the Govermmemt, smmuls arders of the Comnnil
&2 Ralsters of the Uoba «mi of the Counsils of Ministers of the Uniom
Hepublicr if they 40 not sénform to e law, Jears tie reports of the
Goverament and the Mumw,.nhuomamhh .
officials cf the Governmesmt in the imberwval botwess sessions of e
Suprems Council of the UBSR in acoordance with recommadatic:: of the
Chairsan of the Coumsil ~? Ministers of the USSR, :
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(d) Issues ukases to establish goneral standards, regulate urgent problems
in the lifs of the State, oreate new Ministries , new krais, oblasts, eto.
Ukases specified in paragraph "d”, es well as ukases dealing with the °
1 dismissals and appointments of goverment officials are submitted by the
Presidium of the Suprems Soviet of the USSR to the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR for discussior and ratification, o L

(¢) In"its capacity as an organ of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, .the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR imterprets the laws of the
USSR in ‘operation; this interpretation is binding on all Soviet organs
‘and on the citirens of the USSK. " . o o

(£) The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR institutes medals of the
USSR, hororary titles of the USSR, military titles, diplomatio ranks, and
other special titlee. ' ’ ‘

(g) The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR is’ also endowed with the
following rignhts; to grant citizenship, to grant permission to renounce
oitizenship, to award decorations, to grant pardoms, eto.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE USSR - THE COUNCIL OF mmm:as OF THE USSR

l4. The highest exsocutive and administrative organ of State power in the USSR is the
Govermment of the USSR, the Council of Ministers of the USSR. The Council of"
Ministers .of the USSR is appointed by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR at its first
session after elections, Thes Supreme Soviet of the UBSR assigns to ons of its
members who is being considered for the post of Chalrman of the Council of Ministers,
the task of submitting to the Supreme Soviet his suggestions on the composition of
the Government. The Supreme Soviet of the USER must confirm the sppointment of each
member of the Governmment individually, beginning with the Chairman of the Counmcil
of Ministers. Members of the Government do not necessarily have to be deputies to
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR; they may also be nom-dsputies,

15. The Council of Ministers cf the USSR consists of: I
! (a) The Chairmen of the Council of Ministers of the TSR
(b) The Pirst Deputy Chairmen of the Council of Ministers of the USSR
(o) The Deputy Chairmen of the Council of Ministers of the USSR
(d) The Ministers of the USSK

() The Chairman of the State /Flanning/bommittes of the Counoil of Ministers
of the USSR

\ (£) The Chairman of the Stats Commititee of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR for Construction Affairs.

1€. Attached to the Council of Ministers of the USER are main administrations,
comittees, councils, and other central de .

17, The Ministries of the USSR are divided into all-Union Ministries, which are entirely
within the jurisdiction of the Mntam, snd Upion Republio Miatstries, which are within
the joimt jurisdiction of the Uaiom and of the Unies Republios. The first grouwp
consista ohiefly of the Ministries ocontrolling various bramches of industry having
a decisive imfluence on the national sconomy, while the secead growp consists of
Minjstries dealing with problems of general policies and admintstration,

18. The Goweramemt of the USSR is accoumtable to the Supreme Seviet of the USSR and
the Presidium of the Bupreme Soviet of tie UG58, and renorts to them, Branificglly,
the Goverment as & whols or a ssparats mamber of the Govermment is obligated to
give an answer within three days to the question of a deputy.

15, Deorees amd regulations of the Govermmsnt of the USER are isswed im accordance with
and in exsoution of the laws, and cen be revoked by the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR or Ly the Suprems Soviet of the USES.
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SUFREME ORGANS OF PCHER AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNIOK AND AUTONOMOUS REPUBLICS

20, - The orgams of power and administration of the Union and Autonomcus Republics are
establighed in absolute conformity with the prinoiples of the establishment of the
organe of power in the USSR, = ‘

2ls - A unicameral Suprems Soviet, elested by the entire population of a Republie, is °
the highest organ of the State »s=== in each Republice All the citizens of the
USSR, 21 yeare of age or over, having a ‘right to vote, may be deputies to the
Supreme Soviet of a Union Republic or an Autonomous Republic. . .

22,  The Suprems Soviet of a Republic elects a Fresidium of the Suprems Scviet of the .
‘Republics In those Union Republics which contain Autonomous Republics, the latter
have ropresentation in the Presidium of the Suprems Sovist of the Union Rapublica
in the capacity of Deputy Chairmen of the Presidium of the Suprene Soviet of the
Union Republic. ' .. ~° , ‘ : T

23. The Suprems Soviet of a Republioc appoints the Government of the Republic, the
Counoil of Kinisters of the Republio, consisting of: - . , -

()" The Chairman of the Counoil of Ministers of .ﬂp Republta,’

(b) the First Deputy Chairmen of the Council of llnhfou of the Republic,

(c) the Deputy Chairmen of the Council of Ninisters of the Republio,

(2) the Ministers of the Union Republis,

(e) the Chairman of the State Planning Commission of the Union Republic,

(£) tha Chairman of the Committee of the Councll of Ministers of the Union :

' Republic for Comstruction Affairs : noter It is not 50X1-HUM
bslieved that this Committee is part of the Council of Kinisters on the ]
republic lawel,7
24, The Ministries of the Union Republics fall into two groups:
(v) Unton-Republic, and
(b} Repubiio.
The Union-Republic Ministries of Union Republios have jurisdiction over the fields

entrusted to them, sud are subordinate both to the Govermment of the Republic and
to the corresponding Ministry of the Union,

The republio Kinistriee of Union Republios are subordinate only to the Govermmsnts
of the Uniom Repubdliocs, )

25, The republic Ministries of Autonomous Republios are subordinate %o Zhe Goverament
of the Autonomous Republioc and also to the corresponding Ministry of he Unica
n!g‘jbllﬁc

All those organs functionm within the Jurisdiction of the Unicn or Automomous
Republio, respeciively,

THE LOCAL ORGANS GF STATE POWMR
M

The orgams of state power in rrais, oblasts, okvuge, raioms, oities amd viliages
are the Soviets of Working People’s Deputies.

N
[«
.

27¢ The oblast and krei Soviets hold four sessions & your; the oity, veiom amd villege
- Soviets hold welve sessions o yoar, A Chairmsa and a Seoretary are elested ot
oach session.
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The exeoutive and adnimstrative ‘organ of eech Soviet is the Executive Committee
elected ny it, conslstn:g of: ,

'(t\) The Cmirman of the Jxecut:we (‘am‘lt*ee. ‘ i
() the Deputy bhaimen of the EXecutive Commi ttee,
‘(c) the ueoretary o!‘ the Lxeoutivo Comittee,

' (d) the members of the Exeouti: ve Committee. ‘

In small vzllages the executive and administrative organs of the Soviets are the
following officials elacted by each Soviet-

(a). 'l'he bhaimu of the Sov:.et,

b) <the ueputy una.xmn of the. :oviet,

~

. (e) the Secretary. ) ’

“The executive orgm of the Soviets ars subordinate #o-the Toviets and accountable
- o thems, Various branches of the administration are set up .as _sections which are

subordinate to the Executive bommittees of the Soviets and to ﬁxe Soviets them-
selves on one hand, and to the sections of the hicher toviets, 1nc1uding the
respective Ministries, on thic other,

Correspondingly, the Executive Committc2s of the Soviets are subordimate to the
respective Soviets on cne hand and, on the other hand, %o the Executive Committees
of the higher Soviet, inclnding the Counil of Ministers which is the highest
exsoutive and administrative organ,

THE JUDICIAL GRGANS AND THE FROSECUTCOR GENERAL'S OFFICE IN TH:Z USSR

Formally, all judicial organs of the UsUR are elective; thay ars elected cither
dirsctly by th2 citizens or by the Supromc tovie®s of tie Union, the Union
FEepublica, or the Autenomous Kepublics,

The Supreme Court of the USSR is eloctad uy the Suprome Soviet of the USSR for a
tern of five years,

The Supreme Courts of the Union and Autonomous Republice are elected by the respective

Supreme Soviets of ths Union and Autonomous SRepublisc for o Yerm of f£ive yearse

The Courts of krais, oblasts and okrugs are elaected bty the respsctive Soviets of
Working People's Deputies of the krais, oblasts, and okrugs for a tem of five
years, .

The People's Courts are slected directly by the citizens of the district for a
term of three years,

Formally, all the Courts of the USSR are indspendeant of any organ of Goveramsnt and
are subordinete only to the law and tu nigher courte. The Feople's Court is
subordinate to the Oblast Court, the Ohlest Conrt +o the Hepublic's Court, aad

the Renublic's Court to the Supreme Court of the USSP.

Supervicion to ausure the striot obssrvamne of the lew in the USSR is carried out
by the Prosecutors' Offi~es,

The Prosecutor Gensral of the USSR is vestsd with the supreme supervisory power %
shiure the strict observance of the iaw by all mmstrln and institutions subordi.
nated to tham, a= well uc by individual officialse I% 13 ¢ be moted that the -
supervision over tha obsorvumo of law by the Couxzr:il ot Winicters of the USSR is
cerried out by the .residium of the Suprems Soviet of the UBSR. ‘The Prosecutor
General of the USSR is appoimted by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR for a term

of seven years,

SECRST/SEOURITY TNPORMATION 1
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40,  The Prosesutors of Union Republios, Autonomous Ropublics, Autonomous Oblasts, ¥rais .

and Oblaets are aprointed by the Prosecutor Gensral of the USSR for a term of five
yeers, ‘ : '

41, The Prosecutors of Ukrugs, Cities and Raiéns are appointed by the Frosecutors of
Unicn Republics for a term of five ysars, but such appointments are subject to
confirmation by the Prosecutor General of the USSR,

42, Formally, the Frorecutors' Offices of the USSR ere independent of any organ of ‘ g
‘ Goverment and are subordinate only 1o the law and %o their hizher Offfces.

50X1-HUM
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIOKS OF THE® USSR

RSF8R

(a) Bashkirskaym ASSR

(b) Buryst-Mongcl'skaya ASSR

(c) Dagestanskaya 4SSR

(2) Kebardinskaye ASSR

(e) Komt asSR ‘

(r) Severo-dretinskaya ASSR

(g) Mariyskays ASSR ‘

(h) Yordovskaya ASSR

(i) Tatsrskays ASSR

(j) Udmrtskaya :S8R

(k) Chuvashskaya ASSR

(1) Yakutzkaya ASSR

Ukrainian S*R

Belorussian 88R T
Uzbek SSR o |
(a) KereoKalpaksksya ASSR

Kazakh SSR

Georgian S8R

(a) Abkhazsiays ASSR
{b) Adsharskays ASSR

Azerbaijan SR
Lithuanian SR
Moldavien SSR
Jatvien S3R
Eirgiz S8R
Tadzhik SSR
Armenian SSR
Turkmen 6k
Estonian SSE
KareloeFinnish SSR
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Capitel = Moscow

Ufa
Ulan-Uds

lakhach Kala .

Nal'ohik
Syktyvicar
Dzaudghikau

Yushkar~ola ‘

Saransk
Kazan'
Izhevsk
Chaboksary
Yakutsk
Kiev
Minsk
Tashkent
Rukus
Almae-Ate
Tbilisdi

Sukhumi.
Batum?

Baku
Vil'nyus
Kishinev
Rige
Frynze
Stalimabad
Yorevan
Ashkhabad
Tallin

Patrogsavodsk
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