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CouNTRY : use
SUBJECT : MILITARY THOUGHT (SECRET): "The Problem of

New Forms and Methods of Organizing and
Planning Aerial Reconnaissance in Operations",
by Lieutenant-Colonel T. Goryachkin

DATE OF INFO : December 1961

APPRAISAL OF
CONTENT : Documentary
‘SOURCE : A reliable source (B).

Following is a verbatim translation of an article
entitled "The Problem of New Forms and Methods of Organizing
and Planning Aerial Reconnaissance in Operations", by
Lieutenant-Colonel T. Goryachkin. This article appeared
in Issue 6(61) of 1961 of a special version of the Soviet
Journal Military Thought which is classified SECRET by the
Soviets and Tepublished irregularly.

Issue 6(61) was sent to press on 7 December 1961.

Comment: “Military Thought is published SOX1-HUM
by the USSK WIRISTry of DefenseIn Thies versions,
classitied RESTRICTED, SECRET, and TOP SECRET. The
RESTRICTED version is issued monthly and has existed since
1937. The SECRET version is issued irregularly. By the
end of 1961, 61 issues had been published, 6 of them
during 1961. The TOP SECRET version was initiated in early
1960 and is also issued irregularly.
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COMMENTS ON A PREVIOUS ARTICLE

The Problem of New Forms and Methods of Organizing

and Planning Aerial Reconnaissance in Operations

by

Lieutenant-Colonel T. Goryachkin

At the present time (and in the immediate future), aerial
reconnaissance is one of the most effective forms of roconnais-
sance, having the capability, in a short time and at a_consid-
erable depth in the zone of front operations, of revealing the
exact location and condition of the enemy's means of mass de-
struction. With its help, it is possible to obtain most
accurate documentary data on the opposing enemy grouping,
which is very essential for the preparation and launching of
our nuclear/missile strikes. In the light of this, the
exchange of opinions which has been going on in our military
press on the problems of the theory and practice of conducting
aerial reconnaissance on behalf of a front and of increasing
its operational efficiency has been very useful. Thus, in
his article, "On New Forms and Methods of Organizing and
Planning Aerial Reconnaissance in Operations” , Colonel N.
Suvoroy proposes that the organization and planning of
aerial reconnaissance be entrusted to the intelligance direc-
torate of the front staff. In the opinion of the author, this
will bring the basic forces and means of aerial reconnaissance
closer to the principal consumers; it will eliminate the many
steps in levying tasks on acrial reconnaissance by doing away
with the intermediate level, the air army staff; and it will
create conditions whereby the staff of missile troops, and
also the staffs and directorates of other arms of troops,
can quickly receive reconnaissance data.

A careful study of Colonel N. Suvorov's proposals shows
that it is not possible to agree with him on all points. For
example, it is not possible to consider it advisable to trans-
fer the organization of aerial reconnaissance to the intel-
ligence directorate of the front.
T.Collection of Articles of the Journal. "Military Thought",
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What in tact, dons it mean to transfer the sors
functions, even if only those of the organization
of aerial reconnaissance, to the intelligence
directorate of the front staff? It means entrust-

ing the intelligence directorate with full
control of the reconnaissance aviation regiments.
Otherwise, there is n6 need to talk about theOtherwise; there is ng need totalk aboutve |JE ig, oF aerial oem tmannen,ad wet
flight.

Ton ATEREo 8 BATA SAEEesime
more than merely the levying of tasks on those whonore, hanmerelythelevying oftaskson those mhSASapL 8
sortie of the reconnaissance aircraft on itsSe Ep
receipt of a reconnaissance assignment: preparingTpeeivt ofa recomaidsaice mmiguent: prepiing
systems of navigational support, the air army'sfraser of tuition)support,the airaresnears of sade contermetsures, thedestruction
missile (ZUR) launchers and radar stations by the
fighter-bombers, bombers and missile troops ofSightor homers, bonbers aid missiletrope otfo front; Devlass this, in the etent ofchange
may also be necessary to control the flight of the
reconnaissance aircraft. The control of aircraft
in the air greatly increases the possibility of anElunimpededTLighetothe recomaissanceobjective43% Secresges tog danger of their ontering overoF my pi altel, Wel wigreantzca syoienof contrel; it,isaise lapossivle
aircraft in case of need, to redirect its crewfireratt in enceofneed Uoredirectfscer£2,077 autveytasks,Or toseston ingLimey, ending rieldswhere the recomaiiennce |,
aircraft prepared for a second sortie. Naturally,
to carry out the above set of measures, which is
far from complete, it is necessary to have an official
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organizational system of control especially designat-ed for this purpose. Such a System already existsin the form of the air army SEATt, and, in ouropinion, it would be superfluous fo créate a mewone merely for the control of aviation reconnaissanceforces.
Inasmuch as the air army staff knows the tasksfor reconnaissance, and inasmich as 1t 18 betterinforned than the front intelligence directorateconcerning the capabilities of reconnaissanceaircraft crews ang the actual condition of enemy

PVO forces and means, the air army staff is ableto cope independently with the organisation ofprompt, reliable and stable aerial reconnaissance.But this is not all. As is known, there are alwaysnore objectives for reconnaissance in ine sens ofthe front than can be detected by the limitednumber of reconnaissance aviation regiments. InConnection with this, the air army commenderentrusts some of the reconnaissance tasks to theRon-T/0 reconnaissance squadrons of combat uniteand large units. At the same time that theseSubunits carry out their basic tasks, they aisConduct reconnaissance. How are. these retonnaissanceforces to be treated? To entrust the organization of
their operations to the front intelligence directorate
is impossible, since they carry out other functionsbesides reconnaissance; and to exclude them complete1y fron the makeup of ihe forces and means of AGrialreconnaissance is clearly inadvisable.

Thus, a simple transfer of functions from oneorgan to another will not, in our view, remove theBasic problems of aerial reconnaissance.
It is also impossible to agree with the proposal

to transfer to the front intelligence directorate acomponent part of organizing aerial reconnaissance
~-- planning. There is a wide range of specific
aviation problems that cannot be solved by the
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Intelligence directorate of a front staff unless itPeres STSCI IS She piamming procems ar |" sourBe abt tna he eomander oF the ai amare For
example, the chief of front intelligence, ar evenThe TiSacion Sepresantatives, wil ot kon inSorat The Capebi Tithe oF The totomaicaencefornents to The extent Chat She ain shay satsTEE Enr £2 any Elven moment. And this’ 15 versTaportont Siartink posns Tor ihe probe plamminePritt ect thr gehenSnteTiisence Giraciorace will not be able bo doHeating Sue Somntete a Soae as ihe FrontSon PAE LT SRE Lets ay ThehicoaSosburess of ho sosommaistants svivcioninporehilidiegrg ipsSol Tnteromdent1y 11 the hee of ‘icammsiosince.
As the experience of exercises has shown, one orBe Tecomimiasmase.Sopimeutn ure sok sees forhe Ree Tana i preions ae ter iet SeCktha SancoBRS S8 Fro operations’

Xt 1s a asttorant matter if aerial recomaissance1s print by the ar amy Shatt. “Bihee SihHs Mectimatasincs reserve on, the form
of non-T/O reconnaissance subunits of aviation largeTE et Tots fontShatainete She Thirents of serial Tetobmaissunte
with the combat employment of these subunits in
conformity with their predesignated functions.
In a number of cases, the air army staff entrusts
them with up to 40 percent of the tasks of aerialeenAiRaRrePsERSFSeat fastrmotntente Sieriouliiis in FiinaineBe ae Teaae ekeves Shieh Tho nen
in its hands but are under the command of the airBae

Tho situstion vill not bo saved sven bydetaching aay bart OF ihe. tacks: Fron She. resonmaissance
plan and transferring them to the non-T/O reconnaissance
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aviation subunits. By being within the makeup ofBE hey Sean Seat TiShin the makeup ofBock For Fhoommainsancr ein Shoei ores810HE meio pein hneg thelr position|by loaming aatable fron that novo
Consequently, s reasatributson of thelamin ati htSee ribeton ofFe ommatemtace SAL Soh puncte of 1Topmovenont in Teil Jor beimaboutarations

from the process of organizing reconnaissance (in
the broad sense of this word) gives rise to newSETS hie werd) gives rise ¢fet omndissene Ea hii, ot pentsortSemin

4 munber of Colonel ¥. Suvorov's suggestionson the Demmiention oi Rota Teron SuggestionsOF Honest RIES ion,of dorind rocomainaence,dore hie Fhopentts ton the Sper EACaTLY wetSoria" Doomoriia,ot the Specific plaming ofrmantantion ot eines: “Ton Stil ees, for thEeamstauncs omen. ace noamaTaen, oFail theRTE resine foneee and meansof 8 ron, o[ek arial Rengi ALGFladsed serial econ imanmes Hpmmentoffull
of aerial reconnaissance is the creation ofprvi RSen pbv fosmanso shosacocATing michineeBoe crektin mopeapeiain erinacs SOASSonivment od putlEeEriateslectronil recomiseTARY,dnd,automaticdevices¢

4 special recomaissance sircratt mst bocapanfe BE anne Tin nage adreratt mus
conditions caused by the short time in whichCoemations SIeIRT, ene, sharttine tnwienA ay heb orEanseedandthe rapidtem
PVO, and by the careful camouflage of nuclear/missileReasons. any other mess. ci oui ge OfMisloar/siasilehares thar Sipanetmae optruction. | Xt must
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various objectives under any weather conditions andHeEarn LE the honutoraente oe ™ LorinAiotiie troops and artiiicey. Te ie aiseRecosiary ohat the Guta Ackvired about the enemy,
together with a picture of the objective and itsCoatnncen us Dieronieta tamcaisety anaSatomatioatiy Pron the Sirerary io. tne’ comandDeer ae Set Rorearnea with the results of
reconnaissance. The solution of these problems
will completely eliminate the shortcomings inTerha Toeaaan Shick Cotoned. F. Saverovenerecty aoreas. But what are vo fo do util
a special reconnaissance aircraft is created, andee pe ina he present state ot siriltsFURIE FO ARSe Hh

In our view, it is essential to makeproviaions now For the’ incorporation of the front
intelligence directoraté and the missile troop
staff into the existing wire and radio-relay
communications lines of the reconnaissanceSopimonis: ana aioe" into. tne vaio retvork ofomasthanee re Be ure, St VE en
be necessary for these organs to have aviation
officers who know the specifics of aerialSeomatamance and ‘the’ Pendamentals of controllingLE a Tatar, hovever, thie will bring the meansOF serial reetnaagai So S1bse to the printedCommoners or Tea do erention, tout Te wii nor alyChorion the" cine for Lovying nov. tasks on. those
ares emma ton to the Starker 18 Meseton,
the intelligence directorate will become capable
of redirecting reconnaissance forces, both in theShad on ThE Sround, Tn Fall sccondance withthe Sovetopine Seevationt srhuation He 1Toportant To Sore that This setution of theen doss, not” inposo any. now. Tanetions on theFrom niet gence Hiectorate: but ony contributesEta hee ete more valesbic onsen ehordioatingthe hrorie Ea Typo of racomaittances
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The experience of the exercises of the Belo-

russian Military District fully supports the validity
of this presentation. During these exercises the
staffs of the missile and ground troops did mot have
radio stations, only radio receivers which were in
the aerial reconnaissance radio network. And it was
only this measure that permitted them to receive
immediately and directly from the aircraft all the
necessary information on the enemy objectives against
which strikes were to be launched.

In addition, at the request of the staffs of
these troops, the aviation representatives redirected
the reconnaissance aircraft in the air, sending them
into areas whore new targets could be discovered.
Those crews called out for reconnaissance from the
state, "duty on the airfield’) were assigned tasks by
Tadic. During the exercises this kind of call for
reconnaissance aircraft was often carried out on
the decision of the front chief of intelligence
through the crew of the reconnaissance aircraft which
at that time was in the air over the area of combat
operations. This method for the assignment of tasks
and for the receipt of reconnaissance information
sharply increased the operational efficiency of aerial
reconnaissance, and requirements from the front
intelligence directorate and the missile troops staff
were satisfied promptly without delay. Moreover,
these organs did not get entangled in the organizing
and planning of aerial reconnaissance in the sense
envisaged by Colonel N. Suvorov in his article.

Thus, in our view, the forms and methods of
organizing (including planning) aerial reconnaissance
which Colonel N. Suvorov has proposed. are an
attempt to adapt an aerial reconnaissance. which has
lagged in its development. to the demands of the
present day; and this adaptation is accompanied by
major and unwarranted measures forthe reorganization
of the air army, reconnaissance aviation, and the
front intelligence directorate.
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