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‘GIVE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WAT HAPPENED:
On Tuesday December 29, 2020, your affiant Officer (J. Middleton #1766) was assigned to assist in the
investigation for 22-1404 falsely impersonating public officer of minister, 50-2201.05b Fleeing from a law
enforcement officer in a motor vehicle, and 22-4504. Carrying concealed weapons; possessionof weapons
during commission ofcrime of violence.

On November 14, 2020, at approximately 1143 hours, plain cloths Officer K. Veruchi (#2259)and Officer
M. Amaturo (#1738) noticedanindividualinthe 1300 block ofG St., NW, Washington DC., standing next

10 a blue Ford Taurus resembling an unmarked police ruiser with blue emergency lights activated. The
‘vehicle was parked on the north side, in the centerofthe 1300 block ofG St. In addition to the blue.
‘emergency lights, the vehicle hada barrier separating the front passenger compartment from the rear,
resembling a police prisoner transport vehicle. There was also a laptop computer mount in the front dash,
‘emergency light controller, and a spotlight on the driver's side “A” pillar, consistent with those in police
cruisers. The vehicle was bearing DC tag (EA3699). The tag described appeared to be doctored or
counterfeit due to the font in the letteringofthe numbers appearing bolder than usual DC tags, and more
elongated than usual DC tags.
‘The individual was a black male, approximately 25-30 years old, approximately 5'7-5°9, 145-155 pounds,
short brown hair, and a black baseball cap. The individual was wearing a black t-shirt with “Federal Agent”
in large font printed on the front and back of the t-shirt, in addition to smaller “Federal Agent” markings on
the sleeves. The Individual had a full police duty belt on to include handcuffs, a pistol, two magazines, and a
radio with carpicce attachment.
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‘When the plain cloths officers doubled back on 13th street to further inspect the vehicle and police markings,
they noticed that this individual's magazine pouch was located on his shooting hand side behind his firearm,
which is unusual behavior for trained law enforcement. The individual's badge on his waist was
unrecognizable, and the font on the license plates appeared more unusual at a closer distance.
The individual was being thanked by pedestrians for his service and acknowledging praise for being out
there with the crowd. The individual appeared to take notice ofthe plain cloths officers watching him, and

got into the vehicle and drove it weston G Street, to the comer of 14th St. Plain cloths officers continued to
‘monitor the individual, and when they ence again meved to the vicinityofthis individual he took nofice,
returned tohiscar anddroveit east on G St., towards 13th St. In doing so hemoved to the south sideofthe
street and positioned his vehicle at the comer with emergency lights activated.
‘While being monitored they noticed the individual maintaining a distance from the DC Metropolitan Police

Department Officers in the area. The plain cloths officers did not know of any other federal law enforcement
agencies assisting with the demonstrations that day. The plain cloths officers notified the United States
Secret Service Joint Operations Center and requested to have uniformed officers challenge the individual to

‘verify credentials at approximately 1218 hours.
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| Atappronsimately1239hours Officers N.NeumanG51),2.King(1237),K Chase(RI132),B.Barfield
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Officer Chase advised that the individual presented apolice badge to the officers as they approached the
‘vehicle and subsequently ignored all lawful orders to stop and remain in place. Officer Neumann advised

hat he gave chase Lo the vehicle o his electric bicycle, and was able to keep up with the vehicle fora few
locks while traveling at approximately 35 miles per hour (MPH). After a few blocks, the subject accelerated
oan even higher rateofspeed. Officer Neumann discontined the pursuit for the officer safe reasons.

Ivoidition tthepusicadymaeassonsdinformation; the.SsUBkeseiained a photo ofan unknown subject |
(UNSUB), later identified as Sterling Devion Carter (DOB 05/05/1997), dressed in police atie to include a

short sleeve “Federal Agent” t-shirt and duty belt tht included a holster with frcarm black in color and two
additional spare magazines. The firearm and magazines were located on the right sideofthe UNSUBs
waistband. The SARalso containeda photo ofabluein color Ford Taurus with DC tags (EA3699). This
case was assigned to U.S. Secret Service Special Agent A. Pascual #12337 on 11/16/2020 and is being
racked under USSS case # 127-671-0011562-1. This case was joint effort between the United States
Secret Service (USSS), United States Capitol Police (USCP), Federal Busean of vestigations (FBI), and
the Metropolitan Police Department (MPDC),

USSS SA Pascual became aware that UNSUB could potentially be wearing a t-shirt manufactured by
13Fifty Apparel and located the tshirt in question on their website. The federal agent t-shirt available for
‘purchase on their website resembled the t-shirt wornby UNSUBofthe USSS Uniformed Division SAR
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On 11/1872020, USSS SA Pascual contacted 13Fifty Apparel telephonically and spoke with the ownerofthe
company. SA Pascual emailed a photo of UNSUB to the owner of the company, who confirmed that the t-
Shirt wasa 13Fifty Appar tshirt. The-owierof the company advised that, based on the photo, he believed
the shirt was either a small ormedium size. Additionally, the owner of the company advised that the woven
13FA logo that is shown in the photo was added to the t-shirt’s sleeve approximately 1.5 years ago. The
owner of the company later provided USSS SA Pascual purchaser information for individuals who
purchased a black short sleeve federal agent tshirt from the 13Fifty Apparel website between 08/30/2017
and 11/09/2020. Of the 399 individuals listed, approximately 21 individuals listed a billing or shipping
addressinthe Washington DC, Maryland, or Virginia area.

On'11/2372020, $APascual contactedUSSS CSD officer who authored the SAKto confirm the description
ofthe unknown subject. The USSS CSD officer advised that UNSUB was approximately 5'7” with a skinny
‘build around 150 pounds. The USSS CSD officer advised that he believed the license plate looked fake due

tothe fontof the letters and numbers appearing unusually bolder than standard DC tags.
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On 11/24/2020, SA Pascual and USSS Investigative Analyst conducted open source searches, TLO queries,
and eCheck (USSS NCIC)of the aforementioned 21 individuals. Based on photos, race, and other

demographic information provided by the aforementioned open source searches the database queries, SA
Pascual was able to narrow the group down to 3 individuals. One individual, Sterling Carter met the
description of UNSUB in the SAR.

A USSS Investigative Analyst conducted a NCIC DL query on Sterling Carter, DOB 05/05/1997.

Driver's license information and a photo ofMr. Carter was provided, describinghimas a black male, 5°05,
and approximately 150 pounds.

On 11/30/2020, SA Pascual contacted DC DMV and was advised that the tag in quesfion appears in their
system as a legitimate tag that has yet to be issued to the general public. DC DMV provided aphotoof the
tag for comparison purposes. DC DMV employees reviewed a photo of the tag in question and stated that it
appeared fake and confirmed it was nota law enforcement/ ghost tag.

USSS.SA Raseualvisitedsignsandiagsonline.com,avdprovided theircustomer service with aioofthe
tag in question. The customer service representative provided an order invoice for the tag in question in their
shipping software. The order invoice provided the following buyer/recipient info: Sterling Carter; 1914 3rd
St. NW #2 Washington, DC 20001.
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SA Pascualused publically available sources to identifytheproperty ownerofthe building that Mr. Carter
|{aasidosins 54 Pasasel.aantacted thepropertywermdHEIENOrSSCNECaterTor dkeutTieationor 1

themselves and Mir. Carter, and witness statements confirmingthat they have seen Mr. Cater dresses as law
enforcement

SA Pascualused publicallyavailable online sources along with Law enforcement databases to determine that
Mir. Carter worked at the U.S. Capitol. On 12/09/2020, USCP U. Saleem confirmed with the US Capitol
badging office that Sterling Carter (DOB 05/05/1997) werks as an entry level staffer for 2 US
Congresspersen. Furthermore USCP U. SaleemadvisedtheMs. Carter hasanID that gives him general
access on the Capitol grounds and requires that he be screened before entering any buildings.

On 12/29/2020 SA Pascual requested a DCweaponpermit check for Sterling Carter. MPD's gun registration
databasedid not have a concealed weapons permit or any firearms registration certificates for Mr. Carter en
fle.
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On 01/01/2021 at approximately 1620 hours, USSS UD FMB officers, USSS UD Crime Scene, and SA
Pascual executeda search warrant at 1914 3rd St. £2 NW Washington, DC, 20001. Refer to CCNs 21000348
for executionofsearch warrant. Evidence recovered from th residence included:
«1 Empty black in color bolster.

«1 Receipt for MoweaGlock Holster.

« 1-Blackin color pistol magazine pouch containing (2) 15 round capacity magazines with (10) rounds of
9mm ger Speer smmusition loaded ino each magazine,

© 1- Glock 19 semi-automatic firearm (serial musber BNKD613) with (1) 15 round capacity magazine
containing (12) roundsof Homady9mm higer ammunitionand (1) roundofHomey9mmhigerammunition
in the chamber.

+ 1 BlockincolorGlock Boswith cleaning gear,lock,paperwork,spedloader, and extra grip.
«1Blackincolo Bulldog Holter
« 1- Bulldog Holster packaging.

1 Receipt for siren installation.

« 1- 13Fifty Apparelinvoicefor T-shirt
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On 01/072021 DepartmentofForensic SciencesFirearms Examination Unit conducted an examination and

functions test ofthe recovered Glock 19 (Serial Number BNKDS 13). The results indicated that the Glock 19
is functional and can be fired.

On 01/11/2021 Officer J. Middleton provided a photoofthe black in color handgun in holster found in Mr.
Carters residence to the CSD officers that witnessed Mr. Carter on 11/14/2020. Both CSD officers confirmed
that the handgun and holster appeared to be the one on Mr. Carter.

Mr. Carter was given the option to resignorbe terminated from his position at the Capitol for various
performance issues, this impersonation incident, and his parents contacting his work to get in contact with
him. The resignation phone call was made from his persasalcel phone,andhebasnotsumedbis
‘government woik phone.

tis unknown ifMr. Carter has retumed to his residence sense the exceutionofthe search warrant. Mr.
Carter's parents have not been in contact with him since Christmas of 2020. This lead Mr. Carter's futher to
contact MPD and request the multiple welfare checks.
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USS. Secret Service Special Agent A. Pascaul #12337 was assigned to identify UNSUB-1. SA Pascual was
able to identify UNSUB-1 threw the following:

«Sterling CARTERpurchased a size SMALL Federal Agent shirt from the company 13FiftyApparel. The

owner of the company verified that the shirt in the photo belonged to his company and indicated that it is one
ofthe newer versions with the label on the sleeve. Furthermore, the owner of the company indicated that the

shirt was probablyaSMALLor a MEDIUM.
+ According to Jared Rowe, of Signsandtagsonline.com, a query of their shipping software revealed that a Mr.

Sterling CARTER purchased replica DC tag (EA3699) and had it shipped to 1914 3 St NW #2 Washington,a
shirt from 13FiftyApparel.com.)

+ CARTER matches the descriptionofthe UNSUB-1. The UNSUB-1 is described in the USSS UD generated
‘SAR as ablack male, 5'07to 5°09, approximately 145to 150 pounds. Accordingto DL info and photo,
(CARTER is described as a black male, 5°05, 150 pounds.

* SA A. Pascaul sent the DMV photo ofCARTER to UC-2 (M. Amaturo), that authored the SAR. UC-2 advised

that it is difficult to say whether or not CARTER is the UNSUB-1 due to the fact that the UNSUB wore a
‘baseball cap and mask during the incident. However, UC-2 advised that Carter's eyes and ears are similar to.

the eyes and carsofthe UNSUB-1.
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'UNSUB- tobehis neighbor, Mr. Sterling Carter. W-1 provided writen statement on the SSF 119 witness
‘statement form.

« Scret Service personnel observed the blue Ford Taurus matching the descriptionofthe vehicle that fled in the
rear driven of the residence with no tags on the elicl.

Due to the facts and circumstances outlined above this affant submits threi probable cause for the
Impersonating a Law Enforcement Officer and respectfully requests that a warrant be issued for Sterling
Carter.
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