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DBQ: How did the economy of colonial Rhode Island Become
dependent on the Transatlantic slave trade?

e Identify and analyze the motives that RI citizens had for engaging in the
trafficking of enslaved Africans during the colonial period.

e Interpret and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources to
prove a thesis.

Throughout the 18th century Rhode Island’s merchants came to control
between 60 and 90 percent of the overall American trade in enslaved
Africans.

In this DBQ we explored how this came to be and why a small colony with
limited agriculture came to control such a large part in this trade.

Documents:

DOC. A - Cargo Inventory of the Slave ship sally, 1764

DOC. B - Ingoing/Outgoing Ships Newport, 1768

DOC. C - Assorted Advertisements from the Newport Mercury 1768-1769
DOC. D — Map of Colonial Rum distilleries ca. 1770

Directions:

1. Review your answers to each document’s question “How might you use this
document to prove that Rhode Island was dependent on the slave trade?”

2. Using your answers to each question, write a response which demonstrates how
the documents we analyzed support the idea that RI economy was dependent on
the slave trade.

3. Remember to state your thesis (fact + opinion) at the beginning of your answer.

4. Remember to mention ALL documents analyzed.

5. This is the TEST GRADE for our Rhode Island Slavery unit.



%wfe of the gw/@

In 1764, a one-hundred ton brigantine called the Sally embarked from Providence, Rhode Island, to West Africa on a
slaving voyage. The ship was owned by Nicholas Brown and Company, a Providence merchant firm run by four brothers
— Nicholas, John, Joseph, and Moses Brown. The Sally's voyage was one of roughly a thousand transatlantic slaving
ventures launched by Rhode Islanders in the colonial and early national period, and one of the deadliest. Of the 196
Africans acquired by the ship's master, Esek Hopkins, at least 109 perished, some in a failed insurrection, others by
suicide, starvation, and disease.

Fitting Out the Sally

While a few Rhode Island families made substantial fortunes in the African slave trade, the real story of the Rhode Island
slave trade is not of a few great fortunes but of extremely broad patterns of participation and profit. Even with the
inevitable gaps in the historical record, it is possible to identify some seven hundred eighteenth-century Rhode Islanders
who owned or captained slave ships. Some merchants even sold shares in slaving voyages, much as we today buy and sell

stocks.

Even those who did not invest directly in the slave trade often depended on it for their livelihoods. Preparing and
equipping a slave ship for the long trip to Africa took weeks and consumed the energies of an entire community. Local
sail lofts and ropewalks prepared canvas and rigging. [1] Caulkers and smiths sealed and sheathed hulls. [2] [3]
Distilleries churned out the high-proof New England rum for which Rhode Island ships were famous on the African coast.
[4] Farmers supplied flour, beef, tobacco, and onions. Bakers supplied bread. [5] Even the local apothecary contributed,

supplying a variety of ointments and elixirs for the ship's medicine chest. [6]

By early September, 1764, the fitting out was finished. Esek Hopkins, the Sally's captain, produced a detailed inventory of
everything aboard the ship, down to the exact number of gallons in each hogshead of rum. [7] According to the ship's bill
of lading, the Sally carried 17,274 gallons of rum when she sailed, as well as 1,800 bunches of onions, thirty boxes of
spermaceti candles (whale oil candles manufactured at the Brown family's Providence candle works), and other supplies
and trade goods. [8] It also carried seven swivel guns, an assortment of small arms, "40 hand Cufs & 40 Shakels," chains,

cutlasses, and other items needed to control the intended cargo. [9]



60. or 70 1b. Tallow Cands. a 20s.

28 Ib. Twine —a £3

7 Swivel Guns

MBI Cask powder 2C

Swivel Shott, Grape Shoot & Small

arm ditto

1C. wt. Lead

40 hand Cufs & 40 Shakels a 35s. & 40s.
3 Chanes & other 109 wt. of Spikes &

Dek nails

4 bbls. Beens & pees

MB 24 bbls. Beef a £70
MB22 bbls. pork a £110
MBI10 bbls. menhadne a £15
30 C. Bread — a£24
8 white oak hhds. for ditto & 4 Tierces

20 Shaken hhds, white oak, £10

1 ditto with heads

12 Gang Cask a £8

13 Iron Bound Butts with water a £20

1 Red oak water hhd

2 ? pistols — a £25
8 Small Arms a £30
13 Cutlashes afd
2 Doz Ceeder Trails af£2l

Wooden Boles, Lines, Hooks Sail

Needles, Nails Hammers &c &c &c _
MBI Bolt Ticklinburg 121 Ells of Thrane a 38s
4 Bolts Roushie Duck one of

Greek other of Brown a £125
? Bolt Ravins Duck

anew Cable 2 horssers 3 Boy Ropes and
Sundry other Riggin wt. 30C. a £95.

anew Boat 22 feet Long Sails & all
to her belonging Exclusiat of

the horser Anchor &c

a Small new Boat

one new Anchor 294 Ib a 13s

70—
84—
300—
100—

50—
38—
150—

170—
100—
1680—
2420—
150—
720—
100—
200—
11—
96—
260—
8.10—
50—
240—
52—
42—

400—
230—

500—
70—

2850—

1050—

285—
191.2—
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Document A Analysis Questions

1. What might the abbreviations Hhds., Bbis, & Gn. Stand for?

2. What was the approximate value of the Sally’s cargo?

3. Are there any items in the inventory that surprised you or that you are confused about?

4. What Newport and Rhode Island based businesses would have benefited from such a voyage being funded?

5. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



The Newport Mercury

The Newport Mercury is Rhode Island’s oldest newspapers and one of the oldest newspapers in the
country. Founded in 1758 by James Franklin Jr. (Benjamin Franklin’s nephew), it was published regularly
before and after the American Revolution, being interrupted briefly by the British occupation of Newport.

Attached are several advertisements and articles printed in the M ercury from the years 1768 and 1768. As
you analyze these documents answer the questions that follow.

Document B: Custom House Record Newport Mercury Jan. 11-18, 1768

No Eafiern Mail a@z&?}&?&ﬂaﬂ
Custom-House, RHODE - IsLaND.
, Inwarn EnTrics, From
Brig Africa, Abraham All, ‘ Jamaica,
Ship Sultan, Peter Thompfon, St. Vincents. “
Sloop Neptune, Chriftopher Whipple, Grenadoes,
. . Ovrwarp Exrries, F
Ship Polly, *Benjamin Hicks, - Vet I’n&k. ‘%
Sloop Batchelor, George Nicholls, Ditto.
Sloop Penelope, Dittn,
Ship Endeavour, Acors Sheffeld, Jamaica.
CLEARED roRr Devarvure, For
Sloop Dolphin, James Nicho's, North-Caielina.

4 Sloop Dehiance, Peleg Smith, Ditto.
Schooner Letfey Ann, Thomas Tillinghaft, Jamaica.
Sloap Ruth, John Negus, Surrinam,
Sloop Mary, John Neypus, jun, Barbados.

Brig Dolphin, Henry Weeden, Weit-Indies,
Brig Dove, Nathan Stanton, Ditto.

Analysis Questions:

1. To where are RI ships travelling during this week?

2. From where are incoming ships coming?

3. Based on your prior knowledge, what goods might be coming in and out of Newport aboard these
vessels?

4. If you wanted to find exactly what each ship carried, where might you look for this information?

5. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



Document C: Assorted Advertisements from the Newport Mercury 1768-1769

e O LD, ty
s~ James  Carpenter,

- A% the fower Pat dffl?};&m&&&rmt,
A Quantity. of . LIGHT
e FLOUR, RICE, Traice R UM
“in Port

S 8 RSOt aSpa

To be

AP et oy

&' Cafks, and SHEEP's WOOL.

TRBTTT T T
b eleg Barker, jun.
ERGAEIL it bk Shopi torninl Zown to Mr Cair's
AT Feiry Whart, | ) )
}:ﬁi}’&maxci Spirits, Welt-Indiz and
Tir New: pglapd Rom,  Molaflis,  Swgar, Elozr,
“Xege ofall. Sizes, Woal.Cards, Sgit by the Befhel,
#lapg e3d fhony Ripes, Spices, .Catton:Wpol ; 2 good
wAfletmeny of Stone and Karther Warg, Pig Tiil, Hog
LTail, choice Roll'8nd cut Paper Tobacco, Snoff by the
"Dotes s Hegle Batdle, with 8 Namber of otber Arti-
sles, cheaphr st .
", Thale whp pleate 1o Favour him with their Cofom,
myy depend wpon the beft Treatment. {63)

i SE s reatment, B3
. Ten Dollars Reward.

¥ AN away from the Subferiber, a likely,
LR el buile NEGRO MAN, named C U F F,a-
{'boat 26 Years 6f Abe : He bas an One of his Leygs,
““#nd #lfs on Oricof his' Feet, 2 larpe SCAR, and foops
o very mehwhen he'walks, had on when he went away,
g pair of Kerféy Breeches, Flannc] Shirt, and Shoes ard
%S10ckings -~ Whoevet will take up faid Negro, and
{Fieonvey him to his Malter,or confine tim ip aoy of his
{Majefty’s Guale.fo that is Maller mpy have him again,
éthall rec¥ive TEBN DOLLARS Reward, and have olf
Jfeceflury Chilrges' sy, by JOSEPH CONGDON.
g South-Kingficwa, March 27, 1760, (61

o Damel Ruffel,

s aBpecy, nexe adioiplog. bo  Peleg Thurlion,
. iBfgeadinforms b CaRomers, and others,
EVH-AT Cbe has en Affortment of
i B Fuvopess abd Tndia Goods, which be 'will feib-
eheaper tha unly Sbbg io Tows, as he is derermined to
Tbresk up Shop-keepitp - it
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By Thomas . Stelfe,
Philadelphia Super-fine an
common FLOUR, Ship-Bread, Bar-Iron
Ke. ‘

) . s 5 o} T "
Genuine Till8ch’s SNUFF,
By the Dozen or Botde 3 choice Capers by the Bottle
or Baund ; & few Dozént of excellvur Porter ; Pepper
by}hc Hundred, Doges, or fpailer Quantity ; race and
groned Ginger, by the Hundreg or Dugen; l’rgaentt.kzy'
the Bag o lefy Quantity ; choife French fedigos G.
B. Wool sud Copton Cards,
To be SOLD by

¢ s .
Samnel Lyndon, jun.
At his Shop in Themes-Sureer. neer the Brick-Market ¢
Alfo, & varety of .
. TN
ExcLisy and Inpia GOODS,
. very cheap for Cadse
N. B, Agreat ASSORTMENT of Denmark Lace,
very chesp,  Unid LYNDON ernoefls every Perfon in-
debted to him, to make fpredy Fayment, 1o eneble him
to pay bis Debts; otherwile he fhall {withost fail) put
thewr Notey and Acconnts in Suit st nexe November
Codrt. N {63 -
) T b SOL D, b
-~ NCNT T
JAMES CARPENTER,
At the fower Part of Thames-Jorezs, .
I' ) UMBTISH by the Quantity, ja-
maica R U M i Porter Cafis, and
BEHEEPF:s WOOL. B
TUIU S T jmpared. asd 10 be SOL D, by
SIMON PEASE
at his Stare,
A few Hoofheads of the very beft Shop
: i « - 4 :
S I.n’ {. A R. i
e CERSIIG R IO RGHA OOV
Jofeph Belcher
Pakes thip Method tamtorm bis Caflomers xodd others,
~p 1t AT he makes and fells Pewter
Ware by Wraitisle and Retail, ae cheap 8y cx8
be boughy in Boflon or eliewbert ) hofe who pleadé qe
fivane him with therr Coflom mey depeesi oo betng &5

well yied by Leatbe, ws if prefeot Fe aifo continnes 1o

curry an the Brazies’s snd Roosder’s Bulineh as wivadi
Bis Shop next Dodr 1o Jufepd Warton, Lig: i Pragtes-

Stieef. i
fd  Fe will toke in pay befide Cath, Old Prwter

Besll, Coppar, e g
TG BE S$OLD,
O reajonable Taas, 7
By

Fobu Perry, jun.
AT Swansey,

. f\’ L\)\' SO0 of about bz '{\{:I}bf
3 H
2

with @ long Quarrer Dsckwombdien Sudx, and
main Jeck abuct a fout above the Wiie ; Plank-Sbeas’d;
1nd cslic’d mfrde and put 1o e Lanonl, {10}

TO Bl s 0 L,
By Do&. Ezra Stiles,
A fow Copies of the diffenting  Gentle-
man's ANSWER to Mr White's
, Three Lovers. -
TR E S oL D
) Av Tuk Phwrine Oreics, & Faw o2
WEATHERWISE s ALMANACKS,
Foc 17691 .
And afew Corres of the INDEX 1o the
CorLogy Laws.

John Dockray,

et

Hiy 16 senr, )

C HIEESE by the Hundred or Thouw-
. fand Weight, ot Rhgle Caeele s La_kcwi:c ¥ poud
Afforment of Winter GOODS 1 New Englend Rem
by the Hogthead 5 i xQuandity a1 STUNL-WARL,
chnfifling of PLATES, DISHES, & o

TO BE 5,000,

Fox Wanry wy Exrioy,

| M Elafi hy the Hogthead, cottor
Iw-aol. Geneva by the Cale, Oznaburps by the Bol-
rugggftor by the Giols, Cafes with Bnteles, &c. 2
chieap for h, w he SOLD by

George Buckmafter,

lat Wis Houfe in High.Streer.

Stephen Deblois, jun.

Flas jull opened, ar the Stor formerly im
proved by M Tuosan Wiekn v, jun
on the Whar! adjoining w Col Guprpr-

© Marnroye's;
A Large Afortment of Englif]
GO DS, which will be (old as law 2t are o b
bouzhe at Beflan. Acfad Dezrois’s Say wi
he but 2 I:W.DJ)'j, thute who incline 0 purchale gl
appty imacdiuely, Newpart, Feh, gy, JRICR

To b fold by Marein Howard,
(Adjswing o theBack of Major Zerndiys Repe walk

A Bout cleven Acres of Land, o

tu fmalize Pares, eitner in ane, rwe, three, or four Acn
Lora i, Atls, {'ying at the huhere End of 4 Lrnp
Waat) to be fald by faid Howaen, a Lot of forsy
erght Fecr, or in cwelve ar cigheeen Fect Lots, very con.
venient tor ‘I'radefimen’s Shops, ke, ¢ 0e 1e:, or buiidec
‘herenn,

To 6 SOLD
THE Hull of a likely, well-buile
Vefivl, buethen 43 Toes, bal: of “he butl Wiiie Uk
Prinber ard Clas i, Lacen trungell®d, crmplelely fin .
o—now dying ar Cowles's Whart,  Far foesler Par-
rula s enquie o SAMUEL LY NDON, jun.
_f\‘.{.fl'_?"."-!..' 15%h F{'nuuy, 1203, ’
) Fr BOSTON,
["H E Sloop Succefs, Nathaniel
eglew, Wlalter, will 131] in abous 4 Fertaight, now
yiny at Hu <i’s Wharf.  For breigbt or'Psilige, ap-
dy 1o BLEAZER TREVETE, or to the Mudier ua
roxedd,
_Said TREVE I'_f_‘__h_v_'s"('f_f-.-l.l. 3 manzits of Outy 4,
To b by M ARY FLAGEG
\ likely Negro Wench, about 30
:L:.':r_s."f Aue. Newpore, Febo 15,0768
done 0oy FTENRY JARWAYS
\likely NEGRO GIRL,
_ brtween ten and eleven Years of Age.
Lo be fsld, on reaporably Lerms,
\ tew Hoofe and Garden LOTS,
‘wate mear the upper End of Thumes. Seeet, snd ike.
ile tn aad near che Back Stecer. For Further Parne
'.:."f_‘_'., m_‘.ql_liv.r. ..\‘ '!'IIA\I()_"_'E‘H' RiZ >
: To b S OCL D, .
By SAMULL GOLDTINWAIT, .
HOICE White LIVERPOOL -
S A L T, =+
nd a few Crates of white Stone WARE
o Cl_lv:_:ip'fbr Cafh. ) .
NMASH isgiven, by JONATHAN
. WILSON, fur clean Liden Rigs,
arle or fine, for the Ule of thé'Paper Mill *
this Colony. T

e
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Document C Analysis Questions:

1. What are some of the goods being advertised for sale?

2. Where do many of these goods appear to be from?

3. Are there any advertisements that confuse you or that you have questions about?

4. In your opinion, what benefits might a port city such as Newport reap from being actively involved in
the Trans-Atlantic slave Trade?

5. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



Document D: Map of Colonial Rum distilleries c. 1770
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Document D Analysis Questions:

1. According to the map, how many total rum distilleries existed in the Southern Colonies?

2. How does this number compare to the number of rum distilleries located in the New England
colonies?

3. What two cities had the highest concentration of rum distilleries in 1770?

4. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



