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DBO: How did the economy of colonial Rhode Island Become
dependent on the Transatlantic slave trade?

«Identify and analyze the motives that RI citizens had for engaging in the
traffickingof enslaved Africans during the colonial period.

«Interpret and synthesize information from primary and secondary sources to
prove a thesis.

Throughout the 18th century Rhode Island’s merchants came to controlbetween 60 and 90 percentofthe overall American trade in enslavedAfricans.
In this DBQ we explored how this came to be and why a small colony withlimited agriculture came to control such a large part in this trade.
Documents:
DOC. A ~ Cargo Inventoryof the Slave ship sally, 1764DOC. B - Ingoing/Outgoing Ships Newport, 1768
DOC. C - Assorted Advertisements from the Newport Mercury 1768-1769DOC. D ~ Map of Colonial Rum distilleries ca. 1770
Directions:

1. Review your answers to each document's question “How might you use thisdocument to prove that Rhode Island was dependent on the slave trade?”
2. Using your answers to each question, write a response which demonstrates howthe documents we analyzed support the idea that RI economy was dependent onthe slave trade.
3. Remember to state your thesis (fact + opinion) at the beginningof your answer.4. Remember to mention ALL documents analyzed.
5. This is the TESTGRADE for our Rhode Island Slavery unit.
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[4] Farmers supplied flour, beef, tobacco, and onions. Bakers supplied bread. [5] Even the local apothecary contributed,
supplying 2 variety ofointments and elixirs for the ship's medicine chest [6]
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Document A Analysis Questions

1. What might the abbreviations Hhds., Bbls, & Gn. Stand for?

2. What was the approximate value of the Sally's cargo?

3. Are there any items in the inventory that surprised youor that you are confused about?

4. What Newport and Rhode Island based businesses would have benefited from such a voyage being funded?

5. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



The Newport Mercury

‘The Newport Mercury is Rhode Island’s oldest newspapersandoneofthe oldest newspapers in the
country. Founded in 1758 by James Franklin Jr. (Benjamin Franklin's nephew), it was published regularly
before and after the American Revolution, being interrupted briefly by the British occupationofNewport.
Attachedare several advertisements and articles printed in the Mercury from the years 1768 and 1768. As
youanalyze these documents answer the questions that follow.

Document B: Custom House Record Newport Mercury Jan. 11-18, 1768
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Analysis Questions:

1. To whereareRI shipstravelling during this week?

2. Fromwhereareincoming shipscoming?

3. Based on your prior knowledge, what goods might becomingin and out of Newport aboard these
vessels?

4. Ifyou wanted to find exactly what each ship carried, where might you look for this information?

5. How might you use tis documentto prov that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



Document C: Assorted Advertisements from the Newport Mercury 1768-1769
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Document C Analysis Questions:

1. What are someofthe goods being advertised for sale?

2. Where do manyofthese goods appear to be from?

3. Are there any advertisements that confuse you or that you have questions about?

4. In your opinion, what benefits might a port city such as Newport reap from being actively involved in
the Trans-Atlantic slave Trade?

5. How might you use this document to prove that Rhode Island was dependant on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?



Document D: MapofColonial Rum distilleries c. 1770
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Document D Analysis Questions:

1. According tothemap, how manytotalrum distilleries existed in the Southern Colonies?

2. Howdoes this number compare tothe numberofrumdistilleries located in the New England

colonies?

3. What twocitieshad the highest concentrationofrum distilleries in 1770?

4. How might you use this document 0 prove that Rhode Ian was dependant on th Transatlantic Slave Trade?


