
Why It Matters
Florida’s Constitution, Government, Laws, and Citizenship



Our Conversation

• The importance of understanding the Constitution

• Teaching local and state government and why it matters

• Students and Civic Engagement

• The Citizenship Path



But First…

• Why you matter
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Why The 
Constitution 
Matters 
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A 
Framework 
for 
Governance 
and Popular 
Sovereignty
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Federalism and Why It 
Matters

“The powers delegated by the proposed 
Constitution to the federal government 
are few and defined. Those which are to 
remain in the State governments are 
numerous and indefinite…The powers 
reserved to the several States will extend 
to all the objects which, in the ordinary 
course of affairs, concern the lives, 
liberties, and properties of the people, and 
the internal order, improvement, and 
prosperity of the State.” ---Federalist #45
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The 
Evolution of 
Florida’s 
Constitution



The 1968 
Florida 
Constitution 



The Federal and Florida Constitutions



The Florida 
Constitutional 
Amendment 
Process and 
Why It 
Matters



The Florida Constitutional Amendment 
Process and Why It Matters

• By the Florida Legislature, with a three-fifths vote of the membership of both houses.

• By the Constitution Revision Commission, which is established every 20 years to consider and propose 
amendments, whose members are appointed by the 3 different branches of state government.

• By the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, which is established every 20 years to consider and propose 
amendments, made up by members appointed by the executive and legislative branches of state government.

• By a constitutional convention, which is called by the simple majority approval of a voter initiative asking for a 
convention.

• By voter initiative, as a proposed amendment to appear on the ballot. By law, any such amendment 1) is 
limited to a single subject, 2) must include a ballot title not to exceed 15 words in length, 3) must also include a 
ballot summary not to exceed 75 words in length, and 4) must further include a financial impact statement not 
to exceed 75 words in length.



Florida Local 
Government and 
Why It Matters



Florida Local 
Government 
and Why It 
Matters



Civic Education in Florida: The Creation of a 
Civic Minded Citizenry
• Applicable knowledge of America’s 

Founding Principles and Documents

• Civic virtue: personal responsibility, 
civility, respect in political, social, and 
religious discourse and lawful civic 
engagement

• Respects the military, elected 
officials, civic leaders, public servants, 
and all those who have defended the 
blessings of liberty in pursuit of the 
common good

• Understands the US Constitution, Bill 
of Rights, and other amendments and 
defends the core values of these 
documents and their associated 
principles

• Recognizes how political ideologies 
such as communism and 
totalitarianism conflict with the 
principles of freedom and democracy

• Appreciates the price paid by 
previous generations to secure the 
blessings of liberty and our 
responsibility to maintain it



Potential Outcomes of Civic Education

• Civic virtues

• Importance of engaged 
citizenship

• Tolerance of others

• Civic media literacy

• Political engagement

• Community civic 
engagement

• Online civic engagement

• Current issue awareness

• Civic classroom experiences

• Classroom climate



Florida Civic Attitudes and Engagement 
Survey

Given yearly between 2015 
and 2020

Outcome data from over 
26,000 7th grade students 
who completed Florida’s 

middle school civics course

The impact of instructional 
practices and classroom 
climate on student civic 

values and schools as 
vectors of civic socialization

A follow up survey from 
2020 looked at graduating 
seniors who first took the 
survey in middle school



General Findings

Consistent impact of select 
pedagogical approaches 

on student civic 
engagement and improved 

non-cognitive outcomes

Impact of Florida Civics 
EOCA in civic education 

has been an overall 
positive



Civic Competency (Torney-Purta and Lopez, 
2006)
• Civic Knowledge

• Foundational history

• Structure and function of 
government

• Founding documents

• Civic Skills

• Intellectual and participatory

• Thinking critically about issues

• Taking part in reasoned 
deliberation

• Being involved in the electoral 
process

• Civic Dispositions

• Respect for others

• Tolerance of opinions and beliefs 
different from one’s own

• Desire to make a difference in the 
community

• Pride in community or nation (in 
various forms to various degrees)



The Civic Attitudes and Engagement Survey

• The CAES pooled surveys from 2017–2019 clearly reflected MDCPS demographics with 78.6% 
Hispanic, 12.3% Black, and 6.0% White participants. 

• Survey responses from 8,662 7th grade students from the district’s 58 middle schools. 

• This represented nearly all the middle schools but comprised a 10% sample of students 
that represented the general population of 7th grade civics students based on 
demographic analysis 

• After a pilot year in 2015, the PCL collected data in three waves from 2017 to 2019 and pooled 
them for analysis. Yearly sample sizes were 2,620 students from 46 schools (2017); 2,237 
students from 41 schools (2018); and 3,805 students from 49 schools (2019). Since the pooled 
data were a reasonably close approximation of the district population parameters, we did not 
weight the data.
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What do we see? 

Highest level of 
involvement was focused 

on school

• About 86% of students 
indicated an 
involvement in school 
life

83% reported helping a 
neighbor 

• We see similar 
numbers for other 
avenues of involvement

Stunning Finding

• In 2019, the adult 
volunteer rate in 
Miami-Dade was 20.4%

• STUDENT 
VOLUNTEER RATE 
WAS 57%!!!!



What factors impact student civic 
engagement?
• the extent to which students experienced best practices in civics classes

• a sense of personal political efficacy (feelings of being qualified to participate in 
politics)

• general interest in politics (which correlates with efficacy)

• family environment in which they and their parents interacted on a regular basis 
about school. 

• being in an open classroom in which teachers encouraged respectful discussion 
and debate (an important aspect of classroom climate and a key contributor to 
ensuring the implementation of best practices) also appeared to make a modest 
contribution to student engagement.
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© What? Learning the art of beingacitizen in a constitutional republic.

1 How? Through the diffusion of knowledge, the nurturingof virtue and patriotic civility,
and the cultivation of learing”
Why? Being a good citizen isn't an inherent trait, how to be one has to be taught

ver



1 What? skilled in the knowledge of what makes a good citizen who successfully
‘completesacitizen apprenticeship qualification(thecivics end-of-course assessment)

© How? Same as the apprenticeship, but now includesan end of course assessment to
measure the knowledge gained

1 Why? The new standards and benchmarks at this level require demonstration and
‘evaluation of the knowledge gained. At this level, the knowledge and analysis practice
goes deeper

res



u Junior Master Citizen, Grades 9-12

What? Skilled in demonstrating and evaluating the knowledgeof what makesagood
citizenbyanalyzingandengagingincivic virtuethatdevelopsdeliberative and
collaborativeskilfor engagingatthe "barofpublic reason”
How? Sameas the apprenticeshipandjourneyman, but noware fosteringtheir
researchandproblem-solvingskill criticalfor *keepingthe Republic.” (Demonstrate
knowledge again with the FCLE)
Why?Allofthesethings leadtoitseffectivenessasameansofcivic learning. Like
anything inlife, you have topractice somethingtogetbetter at it. We knowcitizenship.
is no exception.
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Why It All 
Matters
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